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AUX FAMILLES DE 

MISS CAVELL, 

LA NURSE DEVOUEE, L' ADMIRABLE INFIRMIERE 
ET DU 

CAPITAINE FRYATT, 

LE PATRIOTE ARDENT, LE MARIN HE'ROIQUE, 

TOUS DEUX 

LACHEMENT ASSASSlNfes PAR LES ALLEMANDS 

NOUS dIedions CE LIVRE; 

LA BELGIQUE SUPPLICIEE A PARTAGE LEUR SORT. 

QU'ILS SOIENT VENGES 

ELLE ET EUX 

ET 

LES BARBARES MIS A JAMAIS DANS 

L'IMPOSSIBILITE DE RENOUVELER DE PAREILS CRIMES 



TO THE RELATIVES OF 
MISS CAVELL, 

A SKILFUL AND DEVOTED NURSE, 
AND OF 

CAPTAIN FRYATT, 

an ardent patriot and heroic sailor, 

both alike 

foully done to death by the germans, 
we inscribe this bo9k. 

Their lot has been shared by Belgium. 

may they be avenged, 

both they and belgium, 

AND 

THE BARBARIANS RENDERED FOREVER POWERLESS 

TO REPEAT THEIR CRIMES. 



PREFACE 

^VANT le criminel ultimatum du 2 Aofll TAJlemagne avait-elle des 

/ % griefs k articuler centre la Belgique ? Aucun . , . 

/ %^ Notre pays etait I'un des meilleurs clients de I'empire ; 

confiant, d'une confiance allant jusqu'a la candeur, il avait ouvert 

les portes de ses maisons de commerce et de ses banques aux Allemands, 

les laissant s'installer ehez lui. Combien de sujets de Guillaume II vivaient 

I / 

a Anvers et a Bruxelles dans la quietude amenee par des affaires prospferes, 
prosperite qu'ils devaient aux facilitds que nous apportions a I'extension des 
relations ^conomiques avec I'empire. 

L'Exposition universelle de 1910 vint les developper encore, ef la visite de 
Guillaume II et de Timperatrice a nos souverains suivant celle du Roi 6t de 
la Reine a Berlin leur apporta une cordialite que Ton croyait sincere. Lors 
du voyage du Kaiser a Bruxelles, que de precautions avaient et^ prises dans 
notrecapitale pour lui cviter tout incident desagr^able. Notre h6te ne se 
disait-il pas notre ami ? Qui n'a souvenance de son toast hypocrite ? 

Pays neutre la Belgique s'etait.efforcee de garder ^galement la confiance 
de ses deux grandes voisines, et comme M. Paul Hymans I'a rappel6 recem- 
ment " le Gouvernement, fi.dele a la politique de stricte neutrality que tous les 
ministeres ont pratiquee en Belgique depuis I'origine, s' etait applique, toujours 
dans la mesure oil il le pouvait, a maintenir dans I'opiniop I'^quilibre des 
influences. Les sympathies pour la France sont naturelles dans un pays si 
rapprochd-d'elle par la langue, la culture, par la similitude de beaucoup d'in- 
stitutions civiles et politiques. De la parfois dans certaines polemiques des 
notes oil resonnaient des preferences frangaises, et qui, en se r^petant, ris- 
quaient de choquer I'amour-propre germanique et de creer des m^fiances ou 



PREFACE 

WHAT grievances against Belgium had Germany, to justify her 
criminal ultimatum of the 2nd August? Assuredly, none. 
Our country was one of Germany's best customers. Trustful 
to the point almost of gullibility, we had given the Germans 
the entrie to our commercial houses and banking establishments, leaving 
them free to settle down where they would within our borders. How many 
subjects of the Kaiser were living in comfortable circumstances at Antwerp 
and Brussels, circumstances due to a business prosperity for which they 
were indebted to our endeavour to promote and -extend our economic 
relations with the German Empire ! 

The "Exjposition Universelle" of 1910 brought about a still wider develop- 
ment in these relations, and the visit paid by the Emperor and Empress to 
our Royal Family, following on that of our King and Queen to Berlin, lent 
them an appearance of cordiality which every '-one believed to be sincere. 
When the -Kaiser came to Brussels, what countless precautions were taken 
to prevent the visit being marred by the slightest untoward incident. And 
how he went about prating of his friends'hip for us ! Who has forgotten the 
hypocritical toast which he proposed on that occasion ? 

Being a neutral country, Belgium had made every effort to retain, in 
equal measure, the confidence of her two powerful neighbours, and, as 
Monsieur Paul Hymans lately remarked, " the Government, adhering to that 
policy of strict neutrality which evei'y successive Ministry has followed since 
the beginning in Belgium, had invariably aimed at maintaining, so far as in them 
lay, a due equilibrium in the influences affecting public opinion. A sympa- 
thetic attitude towards France is only natural in a country so neai-ly allied 
to her in language and culture, and possessing so many similar social and 
political institutions. Hence it occasionally happened that in certain. con- 
troversial writings there was sounded a Francophile note which, by frequent 
repetition, was calculated to give umbrage to German susceptibilities and to 
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des malentendus." Et M.' Paul Hymans d'ajouter : " Le Gouvernement a 
diverses reprises intervint discr^tement pour rectifier la balance de I'opinion, 
et je puis, de science personnelle, apporter sur ce point un t^moignage probant. 
II y a un an environ (un an avant la Guerre) le Gouvernement me pria — 
j'appartiens k I'opposition — d'agir aiipr^s de certains de mes amis de la 
presse Hb^rale pour obtenir d'eux qu'ils discutent avec n^serve et prudence 
certaines questions touchant la politique allemande que Ton agitait k ce 
moment Je me chafgeai volpntiers de cette mission, ayant toujours pense 
qu'il 6tait n^cessaire dans notre pays neutre de n'examiner les affaires 
Internationales qu'au point de vue beige, en se preoccupant essentiellement 
de notre position en Europe et de la n^cessite de conserver I'egale amitie de 
nos voisins, 

" Un fait plus caracteristique encore marqua la journee du 2 Aoiit, la journee 
de I'ultimatum. Toute la matinee une feuille bruxelloise, le Petit Bleu, ayant 
public un article intitule 'Vive la France! A bas la barbaric germanique! ' 
le Ministre de la Justice, M. Carton de Wiart, ordonna la saisie d^ tous les 
num^ros du journal et prescrivit au parquet d'ouvrir urie instruction contre 
r^diteur. On voit que jusqu'au dernier moment le sopci du Gouvernement fut 
de pr^venir et de reprimer toute atteinte m6me morale k la neutrality." 

Et avec infiniment de raison M. Paul Hymans a pu conclure : " La Belgique 
done dtait sans reproches, son attitude d'une correctior). absolue ; rien dans sa 
politique, dans sa vie interieure, ne donnait prise k la critique. L'AlJemagne 
vis-dvis d'elle itak sans griefs." 

Elle lui devait au contraire de la reconnaissance pour sa large et genereuse 
hospitality, et elle avait le devoir le plus absolu de respecter sa neutrality non 
seulement parce qu'elle I'avait garantie mais parce qu'elle assurait I'existence 
d'un peuple ami. Agir autrement, protester une signature solennellement 
donnee, d^chirer un traits conclu en toute liberte, n'etait-ce pas se deshonorer. 
commettre un acte de felonie, une action ISche et odieuse ? 

Eh 1870 Bismarck et Giiillaunle V se gardferent de violer notre neutrality. 
Sans passer par la Belgique les armees allemandes prirent le chemirt de Paris. 
De Moltke, qui possedait un gdnie militaire autrement puissant que Guillaume 
II, h'avait jamais cru les , plaines de la Belgique ndcessaires' Jl la victoire 
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PREFACE xi 

create an atmosphere of mistrust and misunderstanding." " The Government," 
continued Monsieur Paul Hymans, " has often interposed its direct interven- 
tion in order to restore the balance of public opinion. That this is the case 
I can, from my own personal kriowledge, offer convincing testimony. About 
a year ago (a year before the war) the Government asked me^-I was a 
member of the Oppositiori — to use my influence with certain friends of mine 
on the Liberal. Press in order to persuade them to discuss with prudence 
and moderation certain questions relating to German policy which were 
creating a stir at the moment. I willingly undertook to carry but this behest, 
as, I had always held it necessary, in view , of our country's neutral position, 
to treat international questions from . an exclusively Belgian standpoint, 
studying, as the one matter of essential importance, our own position in 
Europe, with full recognition of the necessity of maintaining a due measure 
of friendship with our neighbours. An event of still deeper significance 
occurred on the 2nd August, the day of the ultimatum. In the morning a 
Brussels paper called l& Petit Bleiu appeared with an articje entitled, 'Vive 
la France! Down with German Barbarism!' Monsieur Carton de Wiart, 
the Minister of Justice, ordered the whole issue to be sdzed, and directed 
that an alction should be brought against the publishers. - It will therefore be 
seen that, up to the very last, the Government was anxious to avoid even the 
appearance of a breach of neutrality." 

Monsieur Paul Hymans had thus excellent grounds for coricMding his 
remarks as follows : — " No reproach therefore could be levelled against 
Belgium ; her attitude was rigidly correct. Nothing in her policy, whether 
foreign or domestic, was in the least open to criticism. Germany, so far as 
Belgium was coiicerned, was without a single grievance."/ 

Nay more, Belgium merited her gratitude for her open-hearted and 
generous hospitality, and it was GermanJ^'s most unquestionable duty to 
respect that neutrality, not merely because she had sworn to uphold it, but 
because it assured the existence of a people friendly to herself. To act in any 
other manner, to repudiate her own solemn undertaking, to tea^r up a treaty 
entered into entirely .of her own free will, surety this Was to sully her fair 
name, to commit a felony, t& perpetrate a crime as cowafdlyas it was odious. 
In 1870 Bismarck and William I took good care not to violate our neutrality. 
Leaving Belgian territory untouched, the German arinies directed their march 
towards Paris. Von Moltke, whose military genius wjas of a very different 
order from William II's, had never regarded the plains of Belgium as necessary 
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allemande. Ce fait historlque, cette page ^loquente du passe oh Ton vit la 
diplomatie et I'dtat-major de la Germanie, la raison et le glaive d'accord pour 
ne pas souiller I'honneur allemand, ne rend-il plus abominable encore le forfait 
comniis par Guillaume II de complicite avec le chancelier de Bethmann- 
Hollweg et les chefs du grand etat-major, de Moltke surtout le petit, le neveu ? 
Dans son orgueil incommensurable I'empereur a cru qu'il lui suffirait de 
fbrmuler la proposition honteuse contenue dans I'ultimatum pour que nous 
I'acceptions avec enthousiasme. D'aprfes les rapports qu'il avait regus nos 
forces militaires n'avaiept aucune valeur morale ; elles ^taient comme me^ist- 
antes et notre peuple, jouisseur et materiel, n'^yant qu'un desir, gagner de 
I'argent, avec empressement se soumettrait. Ainsi parlaient ses espions. 

Notre riposte k I'ultimatum le surprit, les debuts de notre resistance le 
d^concert^rent, Th^roitque defense de Li^ge le plongea dans urie violente 
indignation. Tout s'dcroulait : les beaux plans de ses geri^raux, la marche 
foudroyante sur Paris, I'^crasement de la France, I'Angleterre elle-meme 
menacee a Calais ! 

En quelques jours, la Belgique s'etant defendue avec une male energie 
contre des forces cinq a six fois sup^rieures, le r^ve de sang, de gloire et de 
predominance mondiale se dissipait. La deception etait rude, terrible ; 
les. Beiges allaient la payer. Aussitdt s'ouvrit I'ere criminelle de la fiirie 
germanique, Tune des plus hideuses et des plus tragiques de I'Histoire. 
Semaines sanglantes empourpr^es par le sang des martyrs et les flaimmes 
des incendies oii tous les forfaits furent accumul^s avec des raffinements inouls 
de cruaute. Visions horribles : le vol organist, le pillage methodique, les 
proprieties prtvees saccagdes, de paisibles citoyens fusill^s par centaines, des 
femmes et des enfants massacres , , , 

Et ce sont d'autres crimes encore : jeunes filles outragees, religieuses 
violees,J'incendie repondant k un plan arrfite apr^s deliberations et jalonnant 
de ses etapes farouches la route de I'invasion. Des villages, des cites estivales 
pittoresques et rayonnantes disparaissent dans la fournaise, des villes enti^res 
sont aneanties. 
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to the triumph of German arms. This is an historic fact, an eloquent page 
from the annals of the Past wherein we see German statesmen and the German 
High Command— the voice of reason and the voice of lionour^at one in pro- 
claiming that the good name of Germany should not be sullied ; and does not 
this render the more odious the crime committed by William II in collusion 
witLhis Chancellor, Bethmann-Hollweg, and the Chiefs of the General Staff, 
particularly Von Moltke ? In his unbounded pride the Emperor deemed that 
he had but to formulate the disgraceful proposal conveyed by the ultimatum 
to ensure that it would meet with our enthusiastic acceptance. According to 
the reports received by him, our troops were without any moral value. They 
were represented as being practically a negligible quantity, and he was led 
to believe that the Belgian people, given over to the pursuit pf pleasure and 
the love of material things, with their hearts set on money-making, would 
eagerly submit to the conditions he offered. So his secret-service agents gave 
him to understand. Our disdainful reply tO' the ultimatum took him by 
surprise. The opening phases of our campaign of resistance threw his plans 
into disorder ; the heroic defence of Li^ge provoked him to a violent outburst 
of indignation. The ground seemed to be giving way beneath him. All the 
fine plans that his generals had drawn up ; the overwhelming onset that was 
to make him master of Paris; the vision wherein he saw France crushed, 
Calais in his hands, and England cowering in terror — all these fine dreams 
were fading away. Belgium took up the sword and valiantly held at bay forces 
five or six times greater than her own, and in a few days his dreams of bloody 
conquest, of military glory and world-wide supremacy, began to vanish into 
thin air. It was a rude, a terrible awakening, and he vowed that Belgium 
should pay the price. And thus were ushered in the cruel days of Germany's 
frenzied rage — one pf the most terrible and tragic pages in all history. Week 
after week of slaughter, days encrimsoned with the blood of tnartyrs and the 
flames of burning houses, days when crime was heaped upon crime, with refine- 
ments of cruelty to which the records of the past afford no parallel. Terrible 
were the scenes of organised robbery, of systematic pillage. Private dwellings 
were ransacked, peaceful citizens were shot by the hundred, women and 
children put to the sword. Nor did the tale of crime end here, for young 
girls were outraged,, nuns violated, towns were fired in accordance with a 
carefully premeditated plan of campaign — fires branding with red ruin the 
successive stages pf the invader's prpgress. Village after village and many 
a picturesque and smiling summer resort disappeared in the furnace ; whole 
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L'AUemagne, meg^re horrible, les pieds dans le sang, le glaive ebr^ch^, 
tant il s'est exercd avec rage centre d'innocentes victimes, ne s'arrache a sa 
d^mence, n'apaise sa furie qu'au lendemain des plus effroyables tuerifes accom- 
pagnees des plus honteuses exactions et de la destruction de tatit de florissantes 
communes. 

Lorsque la rumeur de ces crimes se repercuta I'indighation monta, se 
repandit en tempete- et I'on chassa du vocabulaire coutuniier le nom " Alle- 
mands " k jamais maudit pbuf le remplacer par celui de " Huns." 

Leurs forfaits accomplis, I'ceuvre systematique de haine etde terreur 
achevee, les Barbares, songeant que des neutres allaient avoir k les jiiger, 
forgerent la legende^es francs-tireurs pour excuser leur ferocitd. 

Ainsi naquit le "Livre blanc" allemand, tissd de mensonges et de 
calomnies. Aucune preuve s^rieuse ; rien que des recits faux, des accusations 
^ans base, des imaginations audacieusement folles. 

Vainement les Ev^ques beiges proposerent- aux 6veques allemands. 
d'ouvrir une enquete impartiale sur I'objet de la controverse ; ils ne 
I'obtinrent pas.. A bon droit leur patriotisme s'en indigna. Et I'ev^que de 
Liege, M^' Rutten, la reclamant k nouveau, du Gouverneur-Gen^ral allemand 
en Belgique, a pu ecrire : " Quelle que soit Tissue de rhorrible- guerre qui 
couvre I'Europe de ruines et de cadavres, la reputation de TAllemagne n'en 
sortira pas intacte, si elle refuse I'enquete demandee. Victorleuse, elle aura la 
honte d'avoir calomnie ou d'avoir laisse calomnier la Belgique innocente 
apr6s I'avoir ecrasee; vaincue, elle n'aura pas meme la consolation de se dire 
avec Fran9ois I" ' Tout est perdu fors I'honrteur ! ' " 

Pourquoi la demande d'enqu^te a-t-elle ^t^ repouss6e ? Parce que, si elle 
avait 4t6 admise, elle eflt contraint les chefs de Tarra^e allemande k sevir 
contre les incendiaires et les assassins. Or, le pouvaient-ils ? Puisque ceux-ci 
avaient agi d'aprfes leurs ordres. Toute autre hypoth^se serait inadmissible 
avec une armee aussi parfaitement disciplirt^e que I'arm^e allemande. C'est 
I'empereur, ce sont ses g6n6ra.uk, qui devant I'Histoire porteront la respon- 
sabilite de pareils actes de brigandage, 

Rien ne les explique, la Idgende des francs-tireurs ^tant d^truite, sinon 
I'dpre ddsirde supplicier la Belgique, le besoin farouche de la torturer pour la 
punir d'avoir repouss^ les propositions honteuses de I'ultimatum. 
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towns were laid in jruins. Germany, like a horrible Fury, her feet plashing 
in gore, her sword broken at; the hilt— with such rage had she stricken down 
her innocent victims— did not desist from her mad rage or stay her fury until 
she had perpetrated the most horrible butcheries, levying the most nefarious 
tributes, and accomplishing the destruction of a host of flourishing townships, 
when the report of these crimes was bruited abroad, indignation began to 
rise and soon grew to a tempest. The eternally execrable nartie of Qerman 
was for ever banished from our daily vocabulary, and the name Hun tooik 
its place. 

Their crimes accomplished, the work of hatred and terrorism having been 
fulfilled according to plan.the Barbarians, mindful of the verdict that neutral 
countries would pass upon their crimes,' invented the franc-tireur legend in 
order to excuse their ferocity, ' Thus originated the German White Book, a 
tissue of lies and calumnies. In it there is no attempt at serious proof, 
nothing but mendacious stories, baseless accusations and fabrications as bare- 
faced as they are wild. The Belgian Bishops proposed to their German 
confrh'cs that an impartial inquiry should be held into the truth of the allega- 
tions, but in vain. At this refusal their patriotism was rightfully outraged, 
and the Bishop of Liege, Monsignor Rutten, again demanding justice at the 
hands of the German Governor-General of Belgium, put the following words to 
paper : — " Whatever may be the outcome of the horrible war which is spread- 
ing death and devastation over the face of Europe,, Germany's reputation will 
not emerge from it unimpaired if she refuses the investigation demanded of 
;her. Should victory crown her arms she will bear the stigma of having 
slandered, or suffered slanders to be heaped upon, Belgium whom she crushed. 
If she is vanquished she will not have the consolation of saying to herself, 
like Francis I, ' All is lost, save honour.' " Why was the demand for an 
inquiry refused by her ? Because if she had consented to it, she would have 
bieen compelled to order the leaders of the German Army to denounce the 
incendiaries and the assassins. And could they do so, seeing that the latter 
had but acted in obedience to their orders ? No other hypothesis is tenable 
in the case of an army so thoroughly- disciplined as the German Army. It is 
upon, the Enjperor and his General Staff that History will lay the responsibility 
for all t)iese acts of brigandage. T\\Q franc-tireur lejgend having been disposed, 
of, there is only one explanation of these outrages, and this is that the 
Germans deliberately designed to jmmolate Belgium, to put her on the rack, 
as a punishment for her rejection of the shameful proposals contained in the 
ultimatum. 
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Les dtapes de son calvaire ont ^t^ suivies par un eirchitecte beige, M. Louis 
Berden, et pendant dix-huit mois, il assembia avec une opiniStretd patriotique 
que rien ne put vaincre, les t6moignages tangibles des souflfrances de son pays 
et de la barbarie teutonne. Parcourant les provinces de Li6ge, Namur, 
Luxembourg, Hainaut, Limbourg, Anvers et Brabant, il s'est arr^td au milieu 
des ruines de nos villes, parmi les debris de nos monuments, bravant les ddits 
des Huns et photographiant tout le pass6 qu'ils avaient abattu sans le 
supprimer, documents irrefutables mu^s en dessins dmouvants et artistes. 

Oui, son ceuvre est considerable et dresse contre la cruelle Allemagne le 
plus terrible requisitoire. Dans le sillon ensanglante creus6 par Tinvasion, elle 
s'engage des les debuts, des les premiers crimes des bourreaux, d^s Visd La 
furie germanique Su?git, ivre de sing, dans toute sa d^mence et sa cruaut6. 
Elle s'^tend, se developpe, grandit. Partout la destruction et la mort. La 
mort ? Les assassins s'efforcent de la dissifhuler en enterrant pr^cipitamment 
les corps de leurs victimes. Mais les ruines sont rest^es, ces ruines accusatrices, 
et elles revivent dans, les estampes de Louis Berden. C'est la Belgique 
martyris^e, saignant par toutes ses plaies. 

Dessinateur, 11 aurait pu se contenter d'une interpretation exacte, sincere, 
des ruines contempl^es ; il a voulu d^gager I'dme des cit^s ravagees, des 
monuments incendies. Ce ne sont plus des murailles branlantes se haussant 
encore, incertaines du lendemain, au milieu d'un monceau de decombres, ce 
sont des corps frappes, blesses a mort, qui se penchent vers le sol, avant leur 
fin glorieuse. 

Eglises decouronnees de leur vofite, aux colonnes a demi renversdes, palais 
detruits, maisons ravagees, quartiers saccag^s et demolis, se succedent djans 
ses planches. Visions tragiques ^voquant I'ceuvre scelerate des envahisseurs. 
Elles font songer k quelque tremblement de terre qui aurait secoud le sol, et 
bouleverse nos provinces. Des cadavres etendus, emergeant des decombres, 
rendent I'illusion, la farouche illusion, plus grande encore et rien n'est plus 
douloureux et plus emouvant. 

A Dinant, M. Berden fut arr^te pendant qu'il photographiait des ruines et 
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The successive stages of her agony have been followed by a Belgian 
architect, Monsieur Louis Berden, and for eighteen months he busied himself 
in gathering together, with a patriotism and resolution that nothing could 
abate, irrefutable proofs of his country's sufferings and of German barbarity 
Making his way through the provinces of Liige, Namur, Luxemburg 
Hainault, Limburg, Antwerp, and Brabant, he took his stand amid the 
ruins of our cities, amid the debris of our historic buildings, braving the 
edicts of the Huns, and photographed the monuments of tiie Past which 
they had razed to the ground but could not obliterate, and on these irre- 
fragable documents he has founded drawings as moving as they are true 
to the principles of Art. The importance of his work is great and ^indeniable, 
and it constitutes a terrible indictment of Germany. He began his work at 
the very beginnings of the blood-stained furrow ploughed by the invaders, with 
the very earliest traces of their murderous crimes, namely at Vis^. We see how 
the German frenzy rises, drunk with blood, in all its maniacal excesses, in all its 
cruelty, how it extends, develops, and increases. Destruction and death 
are visible on every hand. Death, did we say ? The assassins did their 
utmost to hide the traces of their guilt by casting the corpses of their victims 
into hurried graves. But the ruins remained to tell the tale, and they live 
on in the pictures of Louis Berden. In them we behold the martyrdom of 
Belgium, we see the-tlpod flowing from her every wound. 

As a draughtsman he might have been content to record with sincerity 
and accuracy the ruins that met his eye. But he has done more than that, 
he has disengaged and set before us the soul of our ravaged cities and 
^blackened fanes. It is not merely crumbling walls still standing but doomed 
perhaps to fall on the morrow that we behold amid heaps of ruins; not 
merely this, but rather living things stricken to death and leaning earthwards, 
ere they fulfil their glorious doom. 

Churches discrowned and roofless, pillars half overthrown, ruined palaces, 
wrecked houses, whole quarters laid waste and destroyed — such are the 
scenes presented in long succession to our gaze. Tragic visions these, visions 
that bring before dur eyes the criminal deeds of the invaders, Gazing upon 
them one would think that an earthquake had stricken the land and spread 
confusion throughout our provinces. Glimpses of dead bodies, lying stretched 
out among the ruins, lend force to the illusion, the grim illusion, and nothing 
could be more sad arid more moving. At Dinant, Monsieur Berden was 
arrested in the act of photographing the ruins. He came within an ace of 
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PREFACE xix 

being sent off to Germany and shut up in a fortress. His coolness and his 
knowledge of the German language alone saved him and enabled him to 
complete his task. Not one of his interpretations but echoes the universal 
grief. They thrill us with the cries of the victims ; they speak the language 
of wrath and indignation without ever overstepping the bounds of truth.^ 
They inspire the beholder with hatred — passionate, pitiless hatred. What a 
multitude of crimes did the Germans need to commit for hatred such as this 
to enter into our souls, to take possession of our hearts, and to prompt us 
to give utterance to the most terrible of maledictions. 

In his latest book, "Les. Debris de la Guerre," Monsieur Maurice Maeter- 
linck makes this just and manly declaration.: " I loved Germany and cbunted 
many friends within her borders, but now-^whether dead or alive — they are, 
for me, in the grave. I. believed Germany to bfe a great, upright, and 
generous nation, and I ever found welcome and kindness there. But there 
are crimes which blot out the past and close the avenues of the future. To 
have put aside this hatred would have, been to act the; traitor to Love." It 
is hatred such as • this — hatred virile and formidable in character which Emile 
Verhaeren invokes and welcomes in the pages of " Belgique Sanglante/' "By 
her crimes," he says; "by her sinister and organised might, Germany has 
drawn upon herself the hatred of the world. So violent and so universal 
is this hatred that it will penetrate, for an indefinite period, and one knows 
not how deeply, the successive strata of generations to come. In so far as 
anything can be eternal, this feeling of hatred will surely be so." None of 
us can waive it aside. To do so would be treason to our Country and to 
those who laid down their lives -for her. To nourish this hatred is our 
bounden duty, and the work of Monsieur Louis Berden will make the 
performance of that duty easier for the collective conscience of the world. 

GEORGES VERDAVAINE.' 

All the facts set down in this book have been taken fronj the reports 
of the Commission of Inqaity in order that the cause of justice should not 
suffer injury from the smallest exaggeration. 

Grouped together according to Provinces, the facts as we have related 
them constitute an irrefutable indictment; the more formidable in that there 
is not a single one of them but is susceptible of proof, for the Commission, 
nobly performing^ the mission entrusted to it, vowed to devote themselves 
to the service of Truth alone. "^ 
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CHAPITRE I 

l'une des voies de l'invasion 
Berneau et Visi 

I A grande guerre a debute le 4 Aofit 1914 — date i jamais memorable 
— c'est a dire vingt-quatre heures apr^s I'odieux ultimatum et, 
J d^s le matin, comme un dc^ah ayant rompu ses digues, I'armee 
"^" ajlemande envahissait la Belgique par la route d'Aix-la-Chaf)elIe 
4 Li^ge, par la grand'route de Gemmenich k Vis6, par la vallee de la Vesdre 
et par la route de Malmedy, les quatre voies pretenduement triomphales qui, 
dans les desseins du Grand Etat-major, devaient permettre d'emporter Liege 
d'assaut, de balayer la Belgique et de marcher d'un seul elan sur Paris. A 
peine avaient-ils franchi notre fronti^re que les Huns, afin de trouver une 
ombre de justification au systeme de terrorisation qu'ils allaient appHquer^ 
forg^rent la 16gende des francs-tireurs. 

D'apr^s des temoins impartiaux Ton vit des officiers haranguef leurs 
soldats au moment m^me ou ils mettaient le pied sur notre territoire, leur 
affirmant, ce qui etait mensonger, que les avant-postes avaient dt6 attaques 
par la population et leur recommandant de chatier s'ans misericorde les, 
villages au premier coup de feu. Invitation indirecte faite aux soldats de 
n'avoir pas a epargner les civils. 

Si r^tat-major allemand avait eu d'autres intentions il les eut fait con- 
naitre et le soldat allemand 6tant le plus discipline de tous se fflt empress^ 
de les suivre. II se Mta d'ob^ir aux ordres qu'on lui donnait d'une fajon, 
d6tourn6e, il comprit ce qu'on lui demandait et la haine fit le reste. 

L'une des quatre voies de l'invasion qui furent jalonnees d'incendies, de 
destinictions et de meurtres, la route de Gemmenich-Warsage-Berneau-Vis6 
gardera longtemps les traces de la barbarie allemande. ^ 

A Fouron-Saint-Martin, d^s le 4 Aout au soir, sans aucun motif, poussfe 



CHAPTER I 

ONE OF THE PATHS OF THE INVADER 

Berneau and Visi 

THE Great War began on the 4th August, 1914 — a never-to-be- 
forgotten day — that is to say, twenty-four hours after the receipt 
of the hateful ultimatum ; and, no sooner had day dawned, than, 
like the ocean bursting its dykes, the German Army began to 
pour into Belgium by many roads : the road from Aix-la'Chapelle to 'Li^ge, 
the high road from Gemmenich to Vise, through the valleys of the Vesdre, 
and by the Route de Malm^dy. These are the four roads along which the 
German High Command boasted their armies would march in triumph, 
taking Liege by storm, sweeping through Belgium, and pursuing their resist- 
less way towards I'aris. But no sooner had th«y crossed our frontiers than 
the Hurts, in order to furnish some faint justification for the system of 
terrorism they intended to carry out, trumped up their jranc-tireur stories. 
Impartial ^e-witnesses have told how they saw officers haranguing their 
soldiers, when they had only just passed our frontiers, falsely declaring that 
their outposts had been attacked by the civilian population, and urging them, 
if a single shot was fifed, to avenge themselves without mercy on the villages 
and their inhabitants. This was but an indirect way of telling their men not. 
to spare the populace. Had this not been the intention of the German 
General Staff, it would have been made clear, and the German soldier, being 
the most highly disciplined of any in the world, would have implicitly obeyed. 
As it was he carried out with alacrity the mandate that was indirectly laid 
upon him, He realised what was required of him, and hatred did the rest. 

One of the four routes chosen by the inyaders, marked by fire, ruin, and 
slaughter, the road that passes through Gemmenich, Warsage, Berneau, and 
on to Vise, will long continue to show traces of German savagery. At Fouron- 
St-Martin, on the very evening of the 4th August, incited by no other motives 
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uniquement par leurs mauvais instincts, les Teutons pillent, saccagent, s'em- 
parent dotages et comme ddbut de leur methode incendiaire, mettent le feu 
a vingt habitations. Ainsi commence I'oeuvre sc6Ierate qu'ils vont continuer 
pendant des semaines, les semaines rouges de I'invasion. La resistance de 
I'armee beige, en irritant les Huns, les poussera a commettre tous les crimes 
comme s'ils avaient le droit de se venger d'un peuple, qui Idchement attaqu6 
osa se d^fendre. 

Au patriotisme admirable d'une petite nation, au lieu de r^pondre par une 
guerre loyale, ils font appel aux massacres. C'est ainsi que dans cette com- 
mune d'un millier d'habitants ils abattent a coups de fusil plusieurspersonnes 
tandis qu'ils en refoulent d'autres dans les maisons en feu oil I'oa retrouvera 
leurs cadavres calcines. 

Fouron-le-Comte, commune voisine, ne fut pas mieux trait^e que Fouron- 
Saint-Martin et les exactions et les crimes des Allemands furent tels que la 
population pourj^chapper a la mort se refugia affol^e sur le territoii'e hoUandais 
d'oh. elle put voir flamber de nombreuses habitations. 

-Mais c'est a Berneau, village de 456 habitants que les Huns devaient se 
montrer dans toute I'horreur de leur mechancetd et de leur folie sanglante. 
Avant de lire a leurs soldats une proclamation destinee k les exciter, les 
officiers exigent qu'on leur doiine k boire et c'est quand ils se trouvent sous 
les fura^es du vin que leurs chefs les invitent a des represailles terribles. Pour; 
chdtier quels crimes ? Nul ne les a jamais connus. 

A peine les troupes allemandes ont-elles regu, en quelque sorte, I'autori- ■ 
sation d'agir a leur guise, qu'elles se ruent vers les habitations en poussant des 
hourras. Elles y mettent le feu et les malheureux qui cherchent k fuir sont 
couches en joue et abattus. S'ils se refugient dans les caves des fusils 
s'engagent dans le soupirail et vont les tuer. Neuf habitants perdent ainsi 
la vie, quinze sont blesses, beaucoup d'autres emmen^s en captivity en Alle- 
magne. Plus de 70 maisons sont detruites par I'incendie : toutes les autres 
pill^es et saccag^es. 

Des scenes atroces se succfedent. Un meunier, M. Bastin, blesse d'une 
balle k I'dpaule, est jete dans le convoi des captifs sans ^tre pans6, accus6 
d'avoir tird sur les soldats. Plus tard il sera traduit devant un conseil de 
guerre et acquitt6 . . . Mais que de souffrances endur^es auparavant, :alors 
que son innocence ne faisait de doute a personne. 

Voici d'autres faits precis sur cette tragddie de Berneau qui allait se 
renouveler, en s'accentuant, dans nombre de communes beiges. 

Pendant I'attaque du village les Allemands tirferent sur les femmes 
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than their own evil instincts, the Teutons began their work of pillage and 
destruction. They took hostages, and, by way of introduction to their syste- 
matic incendiarism, set fire to a score of houses. Thus began the series of foul 
deeds which went on for week upon week, — the bloody weeks of the invasion. 
The resistance offered by the Belgian army stung them into cpmmitting every 
conceivable crime, as though they were justified in avenging themselves on 
a people who had dared to defend themselves against a dastardly attack. 
Instead of employing against a little nation, stirred to action by the most 
laudable patriotism the weapons of clean and honourable warfare, they had 
recourse to murder. Thus, in this Commune of some ten thousand inhabitants, 
they shot down several people, while others were herded into burning houses 
where their charred remains were afterwards discovered. Fouron-le-Comte^the 
adjoining Commune, was treated no better than Fouron-Saint-Martin, and 

"so ruthless were the exactions and crimes of the Germans that the terror- 
stricken inhabitants fled for- their lives to Dutch soil, whence they watched 
the glare .of countless burning houses. But it was at Berneau, a village of. 
four hundred and fifty-six inhabitants, that the Huns displayed their vin- 
dictive and bloodthirsty madness in all its full-blown hideousness. Before 
reading to their men a proclamation that was intended to incite them to 
violence, the officers ordered that they should have drink served out to them, 

, and when they were thus under the influence of liquor their leaders encouraged 
them to dreadful deeds of vengeance. Vengeance for what crimes no one 
has ever been able to discover. No sooner were the German troops given a_ 
free hand than they rushed off uttering shouts of exultation, and set fire ta 
the people's dwellings, and the unhappy folk who endeavoured to escape were 
picked off with the rifle. Those who sought refuge in the cellars were fired 
at through the trap-doors. Nine inhabitants thus lost their lives, fifteen were 
wounded, many others were taken prisoner and packed off to Germany. 
More than seventy houses were burned to the ground; all the rest were 
completely ransacked. Horror followed upon horror. A miller called Bastin, 
hit in the shoulder by a bullet, was thrown in among a wagon-load of 
prisoners without having his wound attended to. He was subsequently 
brought before a court-martial and acquitted. But what agonies he must 
have gone through, and all the time his innocence was never for a moment 
in doubt. There are other details regarding the tragedy at Berneau, a tragedy 
that was destined to be re-enacted with still more ghastly accompaniments 
in other districts of Belgium. During the attack on the village the Germans 
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et les enfants, comme sur les hommes avec la m^me Iachet6 et la meme 
f^rocitd. Mme Grenson, lors de la tuerie, fut atteinte par une balle ct la 
cuisse et son fils a peine iige de onze ans, blesse k la jatnbe •^galeHjent 
par un projectile allemand. On les deposa, perdant du sang en abon- 
dance, dans une auto qui les transporta k Warsage d'oii ils furent con- 
duits k I'hdpital de Maestricht. . . . Un malheur plus terrible attendait cette 
famille, la veille si heureuse. M. Grenson, accompagn^ de son beau-fr^re, 
M. Guillaume Bastin, de Warsage, s'^tant rendu a Berneau pour chercher le 
corps-de sa quatrifeme fiUe qu'il croyait morte, ^tait all6 visiter les maisons 
abandonnees du village. Au cours de ses investigations il fut tu6 par un 
soldat allemand qui lui tira une balle au front. Les Huns assassinferent aussi 
M. Bruyere, le bourgmestre, kg6 de pr^s de 80 ans. C'est ainsi que les Barbares 
d^butferent k Berneau, d^sireux de faire connaitre aux Beiges infortunes 
toutes les horreurs de la guerre et ils^y mirent toute ce que reclamait leur 
naturelle cruaute. A Mouland et dans les environs de cette commune des 
hommes, jeunes et vieux, orit dte fusill^s, des f&mmes et des jeunes fiUes 
outragees pt maltraitees, des fermes bruises. Deja les Huns se livrent aux 
orgies qui accompagneront tous leurs actes criminels, et, pris de boisson, lis 
iaisseront parler toute I'animalite qui est en eux et tomberont dans la gros- 
si^rete la plus ignoble et la brutality la plus vulgaire. A certaines heures de 
la Yurie germanique, ce ne seront plus, suivant des temoins, que des bdtes 
a face humaine. 

Les habitants de Julemont sont unanimes a le proclamer. Sans fournir 
aucun'pretexte aux envahisseurs, leur hameau, situe entre Berneau et Battice, 
fut completement detruit ; il n'en resta rien sauf une maison pour rappeler 
I'existence de ce paisible village. . . . Et I'^glise subit le sort des habitations 
et des fermes. 

A Saiyes, maisons incendiees, qu^tre habitants assassin^s, d'autres blesses. 
Blegny partage le sort de Julemont. Ce bourg est completement r^s6 ; 150, 
habitants sont pris comme otages et un grand nombre imm^diatement fusillesi 
Parmi les victimes se trouvaient le bourgmestre et le cur6 du village. Son 
eglise fut detruite. 

A Warsage beaucoup de faits odieux ont ete denonces dans son rapport 
si Eloquent a la commission d'enqu^te, par M. Ferdinand Flechet, bourg- 
mestre de la locality, ancien deputd qui fut ^rr^t^, menace de mort, puis finale- 
ment relclche. Un pauvre diable ayarit 6t6 faussement accus6 d'avoir 
coupe une oreille k un soldat allemand blesse fut ligot6 k la roue d'un caisson. 
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fired indiscriminately on men, women, and children with the same cowardly 
ferocity. Madame Grenson, while this butchery was going on, was hit by a 
bullet in the th^gh^ and her little boy, scarcely eleven years old, was also 
wounded in the leg by a German- missile. Bleeding copiously from their 
wounds, they were placed in a motor and taken to Warsage, whence they 
were conveyed to the hospital at Maestricht. A disaster still more terrible 
was in store for this family wha up to this time hid been so happy and 
prosperous. Monsieur Grenson, accompanied by his brother-in-law. Monsieur 
Guillaume Bastin^of Warsage, went to look for the body of his fourth daughter 
whom he believed to be dead, and was carrying oyt his search among the 
deserted houses in the village. In the course of his investigations he was shot 
in the forehead and killed outright by a German soldier. Monsieur Bruy^re, 
the Burgomaster, a man of eighty, was also murdered. It was thus that the 
Barbarians began operations at Berneau, anxious no doubt to bring home to 
the ill-fated Belgians all the horrors of war ; and they brought to their task 
all the cruelty that is inherent in their nature. At, Mouland, and in all the 
surrounding district, men, young and old, were shot in cold blood, women 
and young girls outraged and maltreated, farms were burned to the ground. 
Even at this early stage the Huns abandoned themselves to those orgies 
which marked all their deeds of crime. Flown with wine, they gave full rein 
to all their native animalism, abandoning themselves to acts of the grossest 
brutality. Eye-witnesses have told us that they were nothing more than 
beasts with the sembknce of men. Such was the unanimous verdict of the 
inhabitants, of Jul^mont. Though not the smallest provocation was given to_ 
the invaders, their village, which was situated between Berneau and Battice, 
was completely destroyed. Nothing remained of it but a single house to 
recall the memory of what had once been a peaceful little village. The church 
suffered the same fate as the houses and farms. At Saives houses were burned 
down, four of the inhabitants slaughtered and others wounded. Blegny shared 
the fate of Julemont. This town was entirely razed to the ground, one 
hundred and fifty ho'stages were taken, the majority of whom were imme- 
diately shot. Among the victims were the Burgomaster and the Curd. The 
church was destroyed. At Warsage many revolting details were recounted 
in the eloquent report made before the Commission of Inquiry by Monsieur 
Ferdinand Fldchet, the Burgomaster, and a former Deputy, who was arrested, 
threatened with death, and finally set at liberty. A poor wretch having been 
falsely accused of cutting off the ear of a wounded German soldier was bound 
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Et comme la victime criait pendant qu'pn la torturait, cjes coups de crosse 
appliques avec rage la contraignirent au silence. Puis, aprhs qu'on lui eut 
brise les os elle fut pendue. C'^tait un vieillard pensionn6 de Berneau. II 
eut pour compagnon de supplice Marcel Kerf, de Teuven. Tous deux avaient 
et^ accuses par les Allemands d'etre des francs-tireurs, Or ils n'avaient ni 
armes, ni rien pour se defendre et encore moins pour attaquer. Leur mort 
fut due a un syst^me de terrorisation, que la peur dicta dgalement et que 
certains officiers allemands crurent ndcessaire k leur sauvegarde. Systfeme 
odieux, abominable, dont toutes nos provinces seront victimes. Nombre de 
crimes des Huns furent aussi la consequence directe de la defense h^roYque 
de Li^ge. Si le hameau de Bl^gny fut radicalement detruit le 6 Aoflt, 
comme nous le disons plus haut, c'est parcequ'il se trouva sur le passage des 
troupes allemandes refoul^es par les soldats beiges devant les forts. Cet 
echec, le premier de la grande guerre, poussa leur mauvaise nature a s'affirmer. 
Plus tard en bombardant Ypres, Nancy et Reims, ils n'eurent d'autre but que 
de se venger de n'avoir pu les prendre. Comme ils n'avaient pu emporter 
Liege du premier assaut ils firent payer aux habitants des environs la 
vaillance des soldats beiges. ; 

Sur cette large route de I'invasion deja semee de ruines se trouvait Vise, 
toute gaie, toute souriante, I'une des cites mosanes les plus pittoresques, qui 
semblait faite a jamais pour la joie et le bonheur. Construite sur la rive 
droite de la Meuse elle se mirait gracieusement dans le fleuve. Le 4 Aout 
les Allemands y entrerent, accueillis par le feu nourri des fantassins beiges, 
dissimul^s sur I'autre rive. Aussitdt, suivant une tactique qui deviendra 
coutumifere, les habitants sont punis parce que des soldats beiges defendent 
leur pays en remplissant leur devoir. Bientot de paisibles citoyens sont pris , 
et fusilles ; 4'autres requisitionnes de force pour couper les arbres, r^parer 
les routes, tra:vailler a la refection d'un pont et enlever les barricades dlevees 
par le 12™ de ligne. 

Plusieurs maisons sont pillees au cours des requisitions. Les Huns con- 
traignent les plus vieux k tailler des branches. lis menacent de mort un 
nonag^naire qui ne se rend pas assez rapidement au poste qui lui est d^sign^ 
et I'infortune, maltraite, succombe bientdt au college St. Hadelin oil il a 6te 
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to a gun-carriage, and because the unhappy victim cried aloud in ' his agony 
he was beaten with a heavy stick until his cries ceased. Finally, when they 
had broken nearly eveiy bone in his body, they hanged him. He was an old 
pensioner belonging to JBerneau. For fellow-sufferer he had one Marcel Kerf, 
of Teuven. Both had been accused by the Germans of being francs-tireurs, 
whereas the truth was they had not even the wherewithalto defend them- 
selves, let alone to make an attack. They were killed in obedience to a 
system of intimidation, a system dictated in no small degree by fear, and 
adopted by the German officers as a means of ensuring their own safety. It 
was an odious and revolting measure, and not one of our provinces escaped 
the scourge. Many of the Huns' outrages were also the direct coilsequence 
of the heroic defence' of Li6ge. As we have stated above, the village of 
Blegny was utterly destroyed on 6th August, and this fate it owed to the fact 
that it was situated on th^ line of route of the German troops that had recoiled 
before the Belgians operating before the forts. This check, the first they 
suffered in the great war, set in motion all the cruelty of their nature. 
When, later on, they came to shell Ypres, Nancy, and Rheims, their sole 
motive was to take vengeance on these cities because they had withstood 
their attacks, Having failed to take Liege at a first assault, they made the 
inhabitants pay for the bravery of the Belgian soldiers. 

On this broad highway of invasion, already strewn with ruins, stood Vis6, 
happy and radiant. One of the most picturesque of modern cities, it seemed 
destined to be the perpetual abode of gaiety and joy. Built on the right 
bank of the Meuse, its gracious outlines were mirrored in the waters of the 
river. On the 4th August the Germans, on their arrival l:here, were greeted 
with a sustained fire from Belgian infantry concealed on the opposite bank. 
Immediately, and in accordance with a plan which was invariably adopted, 
the inhabitants were punished because the Belgian soldiers did their duty and 
defended their country. Forthwith therefore harmless citizens were taken 
and shot, others were forcibly compelled to cut down trees, repair roads, work 
on rebuilding a bridge and removing a barricade erected by the 12th Regiment 
of the Line. 

Many houses were pillaged in the course of requisitibning. The Huns 
compelled the oldest men to lop down branches from the trees. They , 
threatened to kill an old man of ninety who was not sufficiently prompt 
in getting to his post, and the poor old fellow succumbed to their ill treatment 
at the College of Saint Hadelin where he had been removed. Several 
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V, 

transfer^. Plusieurs citoyens n'ayant pas tnontre assez d'eropressement a 
obeir aux envahisseurs sont abattus i coups de feu. 

Du 4 au 15 Aoftt le? Allemands, ne cess^reiit de terroriser cette mal- 
heureuse population p_ar des brutalit^s de tous genres. Le 15 Aoiit au soir, 
de gardiens haineux ils se transforra^rent en bourreaux feroces. 

Nuit de malheurs !, Nuit de larmes ! A, la suite d'orgies pendant toute 
I'apr^s-midi, ivres de vin et de haine, ils deciderent I'exode de la population 
qu'ils chasserent de ses demeures. Hommes, femmes, enfants, vieillards, 
infirmes furent parques corome un troupeau sur la place de la Station oti ils 
passferent toute la nuit en proie a de raortelles inquietudes, menaces de mort 
pas les bandits teutons. Le; lendemain les femmes furent autorisees a se 
r^fugier en Hollande.et les hommes envoy^s en Allemagne ou contraints non 
loin de la a executer des travaux militaires. Tous ces malheureux n'assist^rent 
pas a la destruction de leur ville. A peine 6taient-ils partis, qu'aprfes avoir 
vide les habitations de tout-ce qu'elles cpntenaient et expedi^ meubles, etc., 
vers Cologne, les incendiaires y mirenT: le feu s'aidant, pour le develdpper de 
pastilles sp^ciales et arrosant les murailles de benzine et de petrole. 

Ainsi p6rit Vise, cite innocente, victime des instructions donnees a ses 
assassins. Ayant Dinant et Louvain elle vit a I'oeuvre les soldats du Kaiser ; 
ils ne cess^rent d'attiser I'incendie qui la devorait que lorsqu'elle eut disparu 
compl^tement dans la fournaise. Et avec elle succomba I'eglise. 

Quand reconstruira-t-on Vise ? Une commission provinciale s'est occOpee 
de la question et a trace un plan. Elle prevoit la reedification de la cite sur 
la rive gauche de la Meuse entre le fleuve et le canal. Si ce projet I'emporte 
Ton gardera certainement les mines de la ville d'hier pour perpetuer I'horreur 
des crimes de I'Allemagne. L'horreur ! 

Les scenes de la veille n'avaient-elles <;te accompagnee^ de meurtres ? Un 
entrepreneur de la, ville, M. Duchesne, SLg6 de plus de- soixante-dix ans, fut 
attache a un arbre, les mains Hees derri^re le dos; Uri peloton tira sur lui 
trois salves. M. Henri ■ Rouyolle mourut de la m^me fagon dramatique. 
Pourquoi ces executions ? Nul n'en a jamais connu les motifs. Les 
victimes avaient-elles ose blamer les bourreaux en assistant a leurs odieux 
exploits? Que penser de ces criminels qui n'avaient pas hesit6 un instant a 
envoyer en Allemagne, prisonnier un homme de bieh comme le docteur 
Labeye, pour le recompenser sans doutedes soins qu'il avait prodigues aux 
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fiitizens notJiavjng 4ispl9.ypd sufficient alacrity in obeying the orders of the 
enemy were, shot ,jdp.wn without compunction, Frc^m thfe 4th to the igth 
AiJgust the Germans, by perpetrating every species of barbarity, kept our 
people in a continual state of terror. On the night of the i sth August they 
transformed themselves from grim warders into ruthless executioners. Night 
of disaster ! Night of tears ! They abandoned themselves to debauchery all 
the afternoon, and then, inebriated with wine and hate, they decided to expel 
the civil population, whom they proceeded to drive forth from their homes. 
Men, women, children, the aged and the infirm, were penned together like 
a herd of cattle in the Station Square, where they passed the night in an 
agony of terror, threatened with death by the Teuton bandits. Next day 
the women were allowed to seek safety in Holland, while the men were sent 
into Germany or else compelled to assist in military work not far from the 
frontier. None of these hapless folk beheld the destructijsn of their town. 
No sooner had they departed than, having emptied the houses of everything 
they contained, and packed the furniture, etc., off to Cologne, the incendiaries 
set fire to them, making use of some special sort of capsules to cause the 
flames to spread more rapidly, and sprinkling the walls' with benzine and 
petrol. Thus perished Vis6, the innocent town of Vise, a victim of the 
deliberate instructions given to these ruffians to burn and slay. Before it 
was yet the turn of Dinant and Louvain, Vise beheld the soldiers of the 
Kaiser at their fell task. They only ceased from stimulating the fires that 
devoured the place when it had been completely consumed. With the town 
the church, too, perished. When shall Vis6 rise again ? A local Commission 
has the question under consideration, and has drawn up a plan for its re- 
construction. It is proposed to rebuild the town on the left bank of the 
Meuse, between the river and the canal. If the scheme is approved, the 
ruins of the former town will remain as a perpetual memorial of German 
crirne. The murderers' hands had been busy the night before. A certain 
Monsieur Duchesne, a man of over seventy years of age, had been tied to 
a tree, his hands bound behind his back, A squad of soldiers fired three 
volleys at him. A similar tragic fate befel Monsieur Henri Rouyolle. Why 
were these murders committed? No one has ever been able to discover. 
Was it that the victims had dared to remonstrate with the creatures whose 
odious deeds they had witnessed ? What can be said of the criminals who 
never hesitated a moment to send away to a German prison so good and 
honourable a man as Doctor Labeye ? It was no dpubt his reward for having 
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1t)lessds allemands, les traitant avec autant de bont^ et de devouement que 
les blesses beiges. Cet acte l6s caract^rise. . . Ingrats, pillards, voleurs, 
outrageant les femmes, incendiaires, assassins, tels ils voulurerit se montrer 
d^s les premiers jours de I'invasion, executant avec cynisme leur crime froide- 
ment d^liber^, sciemment premedite ! 
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treated the wounded Germans with as much kindness and devotion as he 
had bestowed on his own countrymen. , Such conduct was characteristic 
of them. Thankless pilferers, robbers, butragers of women, incendiaries, 
murderers : such was the light in which they made up their minds to show 
themselves from the very outset of the invasion, carrying out with cynical 
unconcern crimes that had been coolly decided upon and deliberately pre- 
meditated long before. 



CHAPITRE II 

LA VENGEANCE DES HUNS AU LENDEMAIN DE LEUR ECHEC DEVANT LES 

FORTS DE LIEGE 

DANS le chapitre precedent nous avons dit c^ue le hameau de Blegny 
avait ete completement ras^ par les troupes allemandes refouldes 
devant les forts ^t que pour se venger de cat echec, si glorieux 
pour les n6tres, elles avaipt fusille un grand nombre d'habitants. 
Tel est le caractfere odieux de I'envahisseur ; il fait payer aux civils la 
resistance de Tarm^e r^guliere du pays envahi^ resistance vigoureuse mais 
loyale, conforme aux lois de la guerre. C'est sa mdthode, son syst^me,' sa 
Kultur, son optique meme de la civilisation. 

Les chefs de I'arm^e alleraande n'ignoraient pas cependant que jamais dans 
les guerres qui se sont succed6 en Europe au cours du sihde dernier de 
^ pareils actes de cruaute se fussent produits, C'est par leurs ordres directs 
que la defense heroique des forts de Liege a ete suivie d'une sdrie de crimes 
abominables. lis ont rendu tristement inoubliables la soiree du 5 Aoflt et 
la journee du 6, marquees par d'horribles assassinats. 

A Battice, les heros a rebours qui n'avaient pu avoir raison de I'armee ' 
beige Ibrs de I'assaut du 5 donne aux forts, pillent, saccagent, massacrant 
trente-cinq personnes. dont trois femmes, blessant beaucoup d'autres habitants 
et incendiant le village d'apr^s une m^thode digne de Bc5nnot. 

A Soumagne, village de 4755 habitants, ce fut plus terrible, plus tragique 
encore. Battus devant le fort de Fleron ou ils ont laisse k I'oree des glacis, 
de nombreux cadavres, les Allemands rentrent dans cette commune^le 5 Aoflt 
ivres de vengeance. lis se ruent vers les maisons, en arrachent les habitants 



CHAPTER II 

THE VENGEANCE OF THE HUNS FOR THE CHECK SUSTAINED BY THEM 

AT LIEGE 

IN the foregoing chapter we have -seen how the hamlet of Blegny had 
been completely destroyed by the Germans after their check before 
, Li^ge, and how in revenge for this defeat, wherein our men had played 
so glorious a part, they shot in cold blood a number of civilians. Such 
was the detestable way pf the invaders ; they avenged themselves on the 
civil population- for the resistance offered by the regular army of the invaded 
country which, though stubborn indeed, was in strict conformity with the 
laws of war. It was their method, their system, their Kultur — their view, in 
short, of civilisation. Moreover, the leaders of the German army knew well 
enough that in the series of wars that had taken place in Europe, in the 
course of the last century cruelties on such a scale had never before been 
practised. It was on their direct command that the heroic defence of the 
forts of Liege was followed by a series of abominable crimes. They have 
invested the memory of the evening of the Jth August and the following 
day with a glooitfty perpetuity, for both alike were marked by horrible deeds 
of bloodshed. At Battice these would-be heroes who had failed to overcome 
the Belgian army when they had endeavoured to storm the forts on the 
5th August, sacked and pillaged whatever they could lay their hands on, 
slaughtered thir^-five persons — three of them women — ^wounding many 
other citizens, and giving the village to the flames, the whole in accordance' 
with a coldly calculated system worthy of Bonnot, 

At Soumagne, a town of 4755 inhabitants, matters took a still darker and 
more tragic turn. Beaten back by the fire from the forts at Fleron, where 
they had to abandon a number of their dead on the outskirts of the glacis, 
the Germans re-entered the district' on the 5th August, athirst for vengeance. 
They rushed on the houses, dragged out the inhabitants, and, driving them 
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et les rassemblent a coups de crosse, comme un miserable troupeau, dans une 
prairie appelee "le Fonds Leroy." 

A un signal- donn^ ils les frappent avec rage, les tuent a coups de 
ba'ionnette ou a coups de feu, s'acharnant sur les cadavres. 

, Des corps ont 6t6 perces de sept a huit coups de balonnette Presque 
toutes les victimes sont mortes d'une mort atroce. Les bourreaux n'ont eu 
pitid ni de leurs protestations d'innocence, ni de leurs priferes. Comme 
plusieurs d'entre elles respiraiertt encore apres le massacre, des soldats, de 
leurs lourdes bottes, les ont dcrasdes. Lorsque I'ordre est venu d'urgence de 
les enterrer — ne fallait-il pas faire disparaitre imm^diatement les traces du 
crime ? — des figures jeunes encore apparurent aux fossoyeurs requisitionn^s, 
mutil^es, dechirees, ^pbuvantables et par d'horrlbles plaies faites au front lis 
virent jaillir des morceaux de ceryelle^ 

Cette execution atroce de ceni deux personnes dont chaque nom appartient 
a I'Histoire, uniqueftient coupables de la vaillance des soldats beiges, n'ayant 
pas encore satisfait les Huns, ils s'emparferent d'autres habitants, au nombre 
de trois cents, des hommes, les emprisonn^re^t dans une eglise ou ils pass^rent- 
la nuit en proie a des craintes terribles. Le lendemain 6 Aoflt, attaches 
quatre a quatre, ces malheureux servirent de couverture aux barbares pendant 
qu'ils franchissaient les intervalles entre les forts de Fleron et d'Evegnde. 
Un acte revoltant ajout^ a tant d'autres, contraire a toutes les lois Inter- 
nationales, a tousles droits de I'humanit^. 

A Foret leurs sentiments inhumains se sont manifestes avec la meme 
f^rocit^ et tandis qu'ils mettaient leurs canons en batterie pour bombarder les 
forts de Liege ils s'eniparaient des habitants et les pla^aient ^ c6te de leurs 
pieces, exposes au feu des redoutes beiges. Bientdt celui-ci, nourri, intense, 
bien r^gle les ayant fait reculer ils s'eh veng^rent en s'emparant d'otages qu'ils 
maltraiterent pendant leur retraite, helas, trop brfeve. Le rapport officiel de 
la commission d'enqu6te dit textuellement : " M. Picquereau, Sge de soixante- 
^ix ans, fut frappe a coups de crosse sur le cr^ne. II s'aifaisa dans le fosse de 
la route ou il demeura inanime. La nuit suivante il parvint a regagner 
peniblement son village. Jean Matz, Andre Crahay et Paul Bailly furent 
tues a coups de feu ; le martyre des autres otages continua jusqu'au lendemain 
matin ; les corps du cure Chabot, du p^re Crahay et d'Emile Ancion furent 
retrouvds a Bouny, commune de Romsee, a peine reconnaissables." 
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along like a herd of cattle, gathered them together in a field known as " le 
Fonds Leroy." At a given signal they began to hit them with savage 
violence, bayoneting or shooting them, hurling themselves in frenzy on 
the corpses. Some of the bodies were pierced seven or eight times with 
the bayonet. Almost all the victims died a death of horrible suffering. The 
ruffians turned a deaf ear alike to their protestations and their prayers. As 
many of them were still breathing after the massacre, the soldiers finished 
the business by kicking them on the head with their great heavy boots. 
When orders came to bury them — for it was necessary to conceal all traces 
of their crime as soon as possible — the grave-diggers, civilians who were 
compelled to perform the task, were horrified to see young faces all battered 
and mutilated, with portions of their brains protruding through ghastly holes 
in the forehead. 

This atrocious slaughter of one hundred and two persons, all of whose 
names are now recorded in "history, and who were murdered solely because of 
the bravery of the Belgians, having failed to satisfy the Huns, they seized 
another batch of citizens to the number of three hundred, and shut them up 
in a church where they passed the night a prey to the most dreadful 
apprehensions. Next day — the 6th August — shackled together in groups of 
four, these unhappy beings were made to serve as a screen to the barbarians 
as they advanced over the open ground between the forts of Fleron and 
E^regnee ; a revolting deed, one of many others of a similar nature, contrary to 
all international law and to all the principles of humanity. 

At For^t their cruelty was manifested by deeds of equal ferocity, and, 
while they were getting their heavy guns into position for shelling the forts of 
Li^ge, they took parties of civilians and placed them alongside of their guns 
in such a way as to expose them to the fire of the Belgian redoubts. The fire 
from the latter being sustained, intense, and skilfully directed, forced them to 
retire, and as they fell back they took their revenge by seizing hostages 
whom they cruelly tormented in the course of their ail too brief retreat. The 
official report of the Commission of Inquiry reads as follows : — " Monsieur 
Picquereau, an old man of seventy, was battered about the head with a heavy 
stick. He fell into the ditch by the roadside, where he lay unconscious. The 
following night he managed to drag himself back to his village. Jean Matz, 
Andt6 Crahay, and Paul Bailly were shot out of hand, and the martyrdom of 
the other hostages continued until the following morning. The bodies of the 
Cur6 Chabot, Father Crahay, arid Emile Ancion were found at Bouny, in the 

c 
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D'autres tueries succ^dferent k I'echec de I'arm^e allemande devant les foi'ts 
de Li^ge; ichec non pr^vu dans les plans du marechal de Moltke et qiil 
indigna I'empereur et ses soldats. lis ignoraient Leman, ils n'avaient aucune 
foi dans le courage des Beiges. Tromp6s, ils furent reprisde leur d^mence 
criminelle. A Olne au cours de leur mouvement de recul, ils incendi^rent 
complkement le hameau de Riessonsard et massacr^rent quarante et une 
personnes, dans la commune m^me. 

Neuf autres sont tuees aux abords, fusill&s ou perches k coups de bafon- 
nette. Au cours de ce nouveau drame sanglaht, la famille de M. I'instituteur 
Warnier, un excellent homme tres estime de tous, fut particuHSrement 
eprouv^e. C'est le 5 Ao<it au soir sur le Faweu qu'eut lieu I'execution. 
Warnier phre fut fusilld sous les yeux de sa femme ; I'une de ses fiUes kg6e 
de dix-huit a;ns, et deux de ses fils, Tun de dix-huit ans, employe a Tetifegis- 
trement, I'autre de seize, el^ve a I'^cole normale, partag^rent son sort, lis 
succomberent avec deux autres habitants du Faweu et trois autres personnes- 
de For^t. Pe cette famille de sept personnes si heureuses la veille m6me de la 
guerre il ne restait plus, au debut de cette nuit fatal6 du 5 Aodt, que la mfere 
a peu prfes foUe de ddsespoir, sa iille ain^e blessee a la t^te et le bras fracasse 
par deux balles, et le plus jeune enfant ^pargne par les batonnettes alle- 
mandes. Combien d'autres families furent decim^es t)u tout simplement 
supprimees par les Barbares, pour punir la Belgique de s'etre glorieusement 
d^fendue.. N'allez pas croire que la liste des crimes et des atrocit;^s, en 
reponse a I'elan courageux de nos soldats €t a I'adresse de nos artilleurs, solt 
close. 

Aux afctes d'horreur et de isauvagerie signalds a Blegny, a Battice, a 
Soumagne, 4'For^t, ei Olne, e^ci, s'ajoutent ceux de Soiron, oii les Huns 
massacrent ia coups de bafonnette le garde-chasse et les deux concierges du 
chateau ; de Louveigne, oil ils abattent dix-sept personnes et en supplicientS 
treize autres apres avoir incendi^ le village ; de Sprimont qui, dans cette 
nomenclature funfebre et fatale, tient une place importante. Beaucoup d'habi- 
tants ont ete massacres efparmi eux M. Pirmez, prppri^taire du chateau, et 
son fils. Comme tant d'autres victimes innocentes, M. Pirmez, loin d'avoir 
provoqu^ ces bandits, au contraire les avait accueillis avec politesse, 5'appfr" 
quant a satisfaire leurs requisitions. S'ils Font tu^, c'est pour ob^ir-A leurs 
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Commune of Roms6e, seafcely recognisable. Other butcheries succeeded 
the check sustained by the German army at H^ge, a cheek that had not 
entered ihto the calculations of Marshal von Moltke and roused the indignation 
of the Emperor and his soldiers. They counted without Leman ; they held 
the courage of the Belgians in slight esteem. Finding themselves at fault, 
their criminal madness again got the better of them : when i they were falling 
back through Olne they burned the whole of the village of Riessonsard and 
massacred forty-one people- in the Commune itself. Nine more were killed 
on the borders, being either shot or bayoneted. In this new tragedy the 
family of Monsieur Warnier, a schoolmaster, a most wortliy man who enjoyed 
the esteem of every one, was treated with exceptional cruelty, ; It was on the 
evening of the 5th August, on le Faweu, that the "execution," took place. 
Warnier, the father, was shot in the presence of his wife. One of his 
daughters, a girl of eighteen, and two of his sons, agfed eighteen and sixteen 
respectively, the one a clerk at the Town Hall arid the other a pupil at the 
Ecole Normale, shared the same fate. With .them succumbed two other in- 
habitants of le Faweu and three people belonging to Foret. Of the seven 
persons composing this family, all of whom had been so happy until then, 
there remained at nightfall on this fatal Sth August the mother, nearly wild 
with despair ; her eldest daughter, who had received a wound in the head a:nd 
whose arm had been shattered by a couple of bullets ; and the youngest of 
their children, whom the Germans had refrained from spitting on their bayonets. 
How many other families were decimated or wiped out by the barbarians 
in order to punish Belgium for the glorious resistance her sons had offered 
to the invader ? Do not imagine that the tale of horrors and atrocities evoked 
by the valiant enthusiasm of our soldiers and the skill of our artillerymen 
is now complete. To the deeds of horror and ruthlessness recorded at Bl^gny, 
Battice, Soumagne, Foret, Olne, etc., must b& added those which took place 
at. Soiron, where the Huns bayoneted the. gamekeeper and the two concierges 
belonging to the Chateau ; atrLouveign^, where they felled seventeen people 
to the ground and tortured thirteen others, after setting fire to the village ; at 
Sprimont, which occupies a conspicuous place in the records of sorrow and 
disaster. Many of the inhabitants were massacred, among them Monsieur 
Pirmez, the owner of the Chateau, and his son. Like many other innocent 
victims, far from having committed any act of provocation^ he had received 
the invaders with civility and endeavoured to satisfy their demands. If they 
killed him, it was in obedience to their evil instincts and in order to satisfy an 
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mauvais instincts, dans un ddsir de vengeance incomprehensible. Lorsqu'ils 
sont months k I'assaut du fort de Boncelles ils ont emmene des habitants 
d'Esneux pour leur servir de boucHer. II n'y a jamais eu de francs-tireurs 
dans cette jolie d.t6 estivale. Et cependant elle a ^te ravagee ; maisons pillees, 
villas incendi6es, femmes outragees, etc. 

Ni le vol, ni le viol, ni I'incendie ne suffirent 4 apaiser la fureur des enva- 
hisseurs ; comme dans nombre d'autres communes, ils y m^l^rent le meurtre et 
I'assassinat. Devant rH6tel de Belle- Vue ils proc^d^rent k une execution ; 
trois soldats beiges prisonniers et sept civils tomb^rent sous leurs balles. Ce 
ne furent pas les seuls soldats assassiri^s ; lors des premieres grandes batailles 
en Ifrance un chef n'allait-il pas inviter ses troupes k ne plus faire de prison- 
niers .' L'execution d'Esneux devanga de quelques jours la realisation d'in- 
structions aussi odieuses. Poulseur, autre charmante commune, aimee des 
vill^giateurs, a souffert- aussi cruellement. L'incendie y fit rage apr&s- un 
nettoyage absolu des habitations. Et, le pillage termini, une vingtaine de 
malheureux pay^rent de leur vie, la bravoure des d^fenseurs de Li6ge. 11 
en fut de meme k Micheroux. Entrant dans cette commune dans la nuit a 
jamais tragique du 5 au 6 Aout les Allemands s'y conduisirent comme des 
fous furieux. Apres avoir decharge leiirs fusils dans les vitres des habitations, 
ils tir^rent sur les malheureux qui fuyaient.' Une pauvre veuve, M'"^ Gorr^s, 
fut tu^e de deux balles dans la tete tandis que Ton s'emparait de son petit fils, 
b^be qu'elle tenait dans ses bras, pour le jeter centre des pierres. Le petit 
cadavre fut retrouve bientdt. Ceux qui 6chapp6rent i la mort pendant cette 
traque abominable furent enfermds dans une ^glise voisine, les mains li^es 
derrifere le dos et menaces souvent d'etre passds par les armes. 

Le lendemain on les trainait jusqu'a Li^ge les contraignant a occuper 
les ponts pour empScher I'artillerie beige de les detruire, precede inhumain 
dont les Allemands seuls sont capables. 

En quelques heures, revenant battus du premier assaut livre aux forts der 
la cite ardente, que de pauvres gens ils ont tues. Ce sont massacres sur 
massacres. . . . Au lendemain de la guerre que de noms a inscrire dans le 
marbre ou sur le bronze ! Aucun de Ces martyrs ne doit €tre oubli6. Dans 
chaque commune un monument saluera leur memoire, rappellera leurs larmes^ 
leurs souifrances, leurs tortures, leur sang si abondamment et si cruellement 
vers^ ! II dvoquera les diverses scenes de la tragddie, montrera les bour- 
reaux a I'ceuvre, et en d^nongant leurs crimes, il apprendra a les haVr. Pendant 
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incomprehensible desire for vengeance. When they went up to attack the fort 
of Boncelles they took some of the people of Esneux and used them as a 
shield. There were never zxiy francs-tireurs in this pretty pleasure town ; and 
yet it was sacked, — houses pillaged, villas burnt, women outraged. 

Neither theft, nor the violation of women, nor incendiarism sufficed to 
appease the fury of the invaders. Here, as in so many other communes, they 
added murder and assassination to their crimes. In front of the H6tel de 
Belle-Vue they carried out a public execution. Three captured Belgian 
soldiers and seven civilians fell beneath their bullets. Nor were these the only 
soldiers who were assassinated. When the first great battles took place in 
France, did not one of the German Commanders tell his men not to take any 
prisoners ? The execution at Esneux merely anticipated by a few days the 
regular carrying out of , these abominable instructions. Poulseur, another 
charming Commune, very popular as a holiday resort, suffered no less cruelly. 
It was destroyed by fire, after the houses had been eniptied of all they 
contained : and when the pillagers had done their work, a score or so of the 
inhabitants paid with their lives for the bravery of the defenders of Liege. So 
again at Micheroux. Making their way into this Commune on the ever- 
tragic night of the 5th/6th August, the Germans behaved likewild beasts. 
They fired through the windows of the houses, and then shot ar the inmates 
as ^ey fled. One poor widow — Madame Gorr^s — was killed by two bullet 
wounds in the head, while her little baby boy whom she was pressing to her 
breast was snatched from her and dashed against the stones. The little 
fellow's body was found soon after. Those who escaped in the course of 
this horrible night were shut up in a church, their hands bound behind them, 
where they were repeatedly threatened with death. Next day they were 
dragged off to Liege, being made to occupy the bridges so that the Belgian 
artillery should not destroy it — a cruel device of which none but Germans 
could have been capable. 

In a few hours they returned, foiled in their first assault on the forts ; and 
how many people did they not kill ? It was massacre upon massacre ! When 
the war is over, what an immense number of names will fall to be inscribed on 
brass or marble. Not one of these martyrs must be forgotten. In every 
Commune a monument will salute their memory, recall their tears, their 
sufferings, the tortures they endured, the blood they shed so copiously and with 
such agony. It will bring to mind the various scenes, display the murderers 
at their task, and by depicting their crimes will fill us with detestation of them. 
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des generations et des generations cette haine doit subsister et rien ne la 
defendra mieux centre I'indifference que I'existence de ces monuments, eiev^s 
aux assassin^s par la vaillante population wallorine. lis edaireront chaque 
commune du rayon de I'Histoire, inviteront chaque Beige a s'armer pour que 
la douleur de tels actes soit epargnde aux populations futures et, tout en 
honorant les victimes, ils apprendront pourquoi elles sont mortes, parce que 
I'arm^e beige, dans lui elan splendide, avait su repousser le premier assaut de 
I'ennemi lui faisant payer sa tem^rite de milliers et de milliers d'hommes tu^s 
au pied des forts. Les vaincus du 5 Aout voulurent noyer toute cette gloire 
dans le sang des civils. lis lui xionnerent en veriteplus d'eclat, plus de 
noblesse, plus de beaute tragique. Et ils elargirent ainsi Taur^ole de la 
Belgiqiie envahie. " 




ANVERS:^ RUE BRANDT 
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For generation after generation this hatred must survive, and nothing will 
more strongly avail to keep it alive than such memorials raised to the memory 
of the slaughtered ones by the valiant Walloon people. They will illumine 
each Commune with a ray from the historic Past; they will call upon 
every Belgian to arm in order that the generations to come may be spared 
such grief, and, while honouring the victims, they will proclaim why it was 
those victims met their death. They will say that it was because, with 
glorious valour, the Belgian army had opposed the first onset of the invaders, 
and laid thousands upon thousands of them low beneath the walls of their forts. 
Having suffered defeat on the 5 th August, the Germans thought to wash out 
the glory of the conquerors in the blood of the civilian population ; whereas, it 
only gave it an added touch of brilliance, nobility, and tragic beauty. And 
thus they did but shed a ye't -mightier glory on the aureole of invaded. 
Belgium. 



CHAPITRE III 

LE SILLON SANGLANT DE L'iNVASION 

Herve — Francorchamps — Fexhe-Slins — Liege 

jL PRES les crimes qui ont marqud les journees des S et 6 Aout 

/^ les bourreaux se reposent pendant 24 heures, mais des le 8 

/"""^L leurs exploits recommencent et de nouveau du sang et des 

larmes arrosent la terre de cette belle province de Li^ge qui 

depuis 84 ans, fi^re de I'expansion constante de son Industrie, ne conn^issait 

quelajoie. 

C'est le 8 Aoiit que la ville de Herve a ith mise a sac par I'une des 
nouvelles colonnes de I'arniee envahissante. Entrant en Belgique ces troupes, 
soit sous I'impression de la 16gende des francs-tireUrs colportee pai; la presse 
allemande pour justifier de suite ' les premiers attentats, soit obeissant unique- 
ment a leur cruaute naturelle, p6n^tr^rent dans la ville vers dix heures du 
matin et se livrerent a tous les exc^s comme jadis la canaille arm6e a la solde , 
de quelque seigneur en guerre avec une population revoltee. Mais ici aucune 
sedition, les habitants ayant laisse ^ I'armee le soin de defendre la patrie. 
Jamais ils ne provoqu^rent les AUemands.' 

Rien n'excuse done les assassinats qu'ils commirent. A Herve on se 
souviendra toujours de leur passage ; quarante personnes envjron furent 
massacrees ; la ville fut pillee de fond en comble ; trois cents maisons 
incendides. Ce bilan sinistre est emprunte aux rapports de la commission 
d'enqu6te etay^s de nombreux t^moignages impartiaux, ne versant jamais 
dans I'exageration. Au contraire, parfois, d'apres les parents des victimes, ils 
sont en dessous de la v6rit6. Et ceux-ci, au lendemain de la guerre, les com- 
pleteront secondes par des voix nombreuses qui n'osent encore crier la vdritd, 
la ^roclamer tout enti^re, sous la menace de I'occupation allemande et nul 
n'oserait les bl^mer de rester muettes. Des coups de feu isoles, tires par des 



CHAPTER III 

[ THE INVADERS' CRIMSON TRAIL 

- Herve — Francorchamps — Fexhe-Slins — Liige 

j^ FTER the crimes which marked the 5 th and 6th August the 
/^ bandits gave themselves twenty-four hours' rest ; but on the 
/ ^ 8th they began their exploits afresh, and the soil of the fair 
-^ -^- province of Li^ge which, in , the joy of its continuous expansion, 
had known unmingled happiness for eighty-four years, was again watered with 
blood and tears. It was on the 8th August that the town of Herve was sacked 
by one of the new columns of the invading army. Whether they were in- 
fluenced by the stories concerning francs-tireurs which the German press were 
sedulously fostering, or whether they were actuated by the cruelty inherent 
in their nature, it is a fact that, entering the city about ten o'clock in the 
morning, they abandoned themselves to every kind of excess, after the nianner 
of the armed rabble hired by some feudal overlord to chastise his rebellious 
vassals. But here there was no sedition, the people ' having left the task of 
defending the country entirely to the army. On no occasion did they offer 
any provocation to the Germans, who can plead no valid excuse for the 
murders they committed. No one at Herve will ever forget what happened 
when the Germans passed through the town. Forty people or thereabouts 
were massacred ; the town was sacked from end to end ; three hundred houses 
were burned to the ground. This sinister record is taken frorq the Report of 
the Inquiry Commission. It is confirmed by numerous impartial witnesses, 
and it never exaggerates : on the contrary, it would appear, according to the 
relatives of the victims, that the accounts sometimes fall short of the truth. 
When the war is over these latter will tell the full story, and their accounts will 
\ be confirmed by many a one that dares not yet proclaim the truth. The tale 
will be told by them in all its entirety, when the German terrorism is a thing 
of the past J and none shall blame them for having in the meantime held their 
peace. 
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partisans, n'auraient-ils sinon justifi6, du moins explique les reprdsaiUes 
allemandes ? 

Toutes les declarations concordent k nier les assertions allemandes ne 
reposant sur aucun temoignage serieux. Le coup de feu d'un exasp^lre ne 
justifierait d'ailleurs nullement de pareilles atrocit^s. On ne peut rendre 
toute une population pacifique responsable de I'acte d'un seul habit?int. 

Bouxhe-Melen, a proximite de Herve, a partage le sort de cette petite cit6 
mais avec un plus grand nombre de victimes, quatre-vingts, dont douze 
femnies et parmi ces femmes quatre fillettes ig^es de moins de treize ans. 
Des francs-tireurs sans doute ! ! ! L'execution a eu lieu dans une prairie 
pr^c6dee de scenes abominables. 

A Melen le meme jour quarante habitants ont et^ passes par les armes ; 
toute une region a ete livree ainsi en quelques heures k la fureur germanique. 
Le long d'une route de quatre kilometres les maisons ont ete ddtruites 
systematiquement, preuve , ^loquente qu'il ne s'agissait pas de represailles. 
Un coup de feu aurait pu etre tire, non dix, vingt, quarante ! Oil trouver les 
armes ? Et si une seule balle avait atteint un soldat allemand le long de cette 
route n'efit-il pas <5te aise de cerner la maison, d'arrSter I'assaillant et de le 
fusilier, sans recourir a la destruction de tant d'habitations occupies par des 
innocents ? 

II ne s'agit en r^alite que de I'application d'une m^thode criminelle, de la 
realisation d'une oeuvre de vengeance, de haine et de terrorisation. Les 
calomnies, allemandes se heurtent la aux faits et il leur est impossible, quelle 
que soit Timagination des calomniateurs, d'en d^truire la vigueur accusatrice^. 
C'est le 8 Aout encore que se produisit la tuerie de Francorchamps. Les 
soldats du Kaiser saccagerent et incendi^rent les Villas et les maisons de cette 
cit6 si pjttoresque, un centre de vill6giature attractive. Parmi les vill6giateurs 
douze personnes furent fusilldes. Surpris par I'invasion ces touristes n'avaient 
pu reprendre le chemin de Bruxelles. lis supposaient d'ailleurs que Tarm^e 
allemande ^tait une arm^e civilis^e et qu'elle ferait la guerre k la maniere de 
la Russie et du Japon en Mandchourie. 

Aucun de ces excursionnistes, vous le pensez bien, ne songea k tirer sur les 
AUemands. Toute hypothfese semblable serait foUe. M. Laude, avocat a la 
cour d'^appel de Bruxelles, et M. Darchambeau,. son beau-fr^re, tous deux trfes 
connus et trfes estim^s, etaient des gens paisibles. Pourquoi ont-ils i6t6 
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A few shots fired here and there by some over-eager partisans, even if they 
did not justify, would at all events have explained, the conduct of the Germans. 
But all the evidence conjbines to show that nothing of the kind occurred. 
Moreover, even if it had been so, a single shot fired by some unlucky creature 
driven to desperation would be no excuse for the perpetration of such wholesale 
atrocities. The whole of a peaceable population cannot be made responsible 
for the isolated action, of one of its members. 

Bouxhe-Melen, which is situated near to Herve, shared the lot of that little, 
city. But there the victims were still more numerous ! They numbered eighty, 
twelve of whom were females, and of these latter four were young girls 
under thirteen years of age — francs-tireurs without a doubt ! The execution 
took place in an open field, having been preceded by scenes of an abominable 
character. At Melen, the same day, forty of the inhabitants were shot, and 
thus a whole district was delivered over to the Teutonic fury. For three miles 
along one road every house was systematically destroyed — an eloquent proof 
that it was not a matter of reprisals, A single shot may perhaps have been 
fired, but not ten, twenty, forty. Where were the firearms supposed to have 
come from .' And if a single German soldier had been hit by a bullet along 
this road, would it not haye been a sjmple enough matter to surround the 
house, arrest the assailant, and 1iave him shot, without destroying so many 
dwellings, the occupants of which had done no harm ? As a matter of fact, the 
whole business was nothing more nor less than the practical application of a 
criminal system of vengeance, hatred, and terrorisation. The accusations of 
the Germans come into shayp conflict with the real facts of the case, and in 
whatever flights of imagination the slanderers may indulge, the accusation 
against them is too strong, their guilt too manifest. 

The 8th August also beheld the slaughter at Francorchamps. The soldiers 
of the Kaiser sacked and burned the villas and houses of this picturesque and 
charming holiday resort. Among the visitors who were staying there, twelve 
were shot. Taken unawares by the invasion they were unable to get 
back to Brussels. They supposed, moreover, that the German Army was a 
civilised army, and that it would conduct its operations after the manner of the 
Russians and Japanese in Manchuria. As may be readily imagined, none of 
these excursionists ever thought of firing on the Germans, Such a supposition 
would be pure madness. Monsieur Laude, a Barrister at the Court of Appeal 
at Brussels, and Monsieur Darchambeau, his brother-in-law— both of them well 
known and highly respected — ^were quite peaceable folk. Why were they 
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fusilles ? Parce qu'un coup de feu ^clata loin cie chezeux, prhs du talus du 
chemin de fer. 

Imm^diatement une ruee se produisit et des detonations se succ^derent 
rapides. Des soldats se dirigferent vers la villa occupee par les victimes et 
leurs families et en heurterent violemraent I'entr^e. " M. Laude et son beau- 
frhte," rapporte un temoin, " remont^rent de la cave oh ils s'etaient enfuis et 
ouvrirent la porte. Les soldats se prdcipiterent dans la maison, fusillferent 
M. Laude pendant que M. Darchambeau rejoignait dans la cave sa femme, sa 
sceur et ses neveux. 

" Les soldats, aprfes avoir saccag^ la maison, y mirent le feu. La fusillade 
cessa et Mme Laude, ignorant qu'on avait tue son mari, appela au secours 
par le soupirail de la cave a charbon. Des soldats et un jeune officier arri- 
v^rent ; ils aiderent les femmes et les enfants a sortir de leur position critique, 
mais tirerent sur M. Darchambeau, qui, bless6, demanda grice, Les femmes 
suppli^rent en vain I'officier d'emp^cher un nouveau meurtre injustifi6 et in- 
justifiable. Quelle fut la rdponse de ce Germain a peine dge de vingt-deux 
ans .' En presence des fenimes et des enlants il tira un coup de revolver dans 
la t^te de M. Darchambeau et le tua." 

Sans doute obeissait-il a des instructions qui vont etre donn^es souvent ; 
en effet des scenes aussi tragiques se renouvelleront, disant toute la m^chancet6 
allemande, trahissant la barbarie d'une nation qui aspirait k dominer le monde. 
Si elle avait triomphd a combien de si^cles en arriere elle I'eiit ramen^. 

Quelques jours se passent. . , . A partir du 1 5 Aout la mar^e des crimes 
monte de nouveau. 

A Vivegnis les habitants sont expuls^s de leurs maisons afin de permettre 
aux Huns de les piller et de les incendier ; plusieurs families sont massacr^es. 

A Heure-le-Rbmain, ce m^me 15 Aoflt, des soldats en rdquisitionnant 
n'ayant pas decouvert ce qu'ils esperaient, s'en veng^rent en tirant des coups 
de fusil dans la cour d'une ferme. Puis,xomme ils suppos^rent que des vins 
dont ils ^taient de passijonnes amateurs leur avaient ete caches, ils emprisonv 
nerent les habitants dans I'^glise et ce fut pour un grief aussi miserable qu'ils 
fusillferent devant le temple mSme le cure de la paroisse, M. I'abbd Janssen et 
le fr^re du bourgmestre, M. Leonard, li^s I'un a I'autre. Ils etaient complfete- 
ment irresponsables des precautions pri.'es par des personnes de la commune, 
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shot? Because a rifle was fired at some distance from their house, near the 
railway embankment. Immediately there was a rush, and explosions were 
heard in rapid succession. Some soldiers proceeded to the villa occupied by 
the victims and their families and thundered violently at the door. " Monsieur 
Laude and his brother-in-law," an eye-witness tells us, "came up from the 
cellar where they had taken refuge and opened the door. The soldiers poured 
into the house. They shot Monsieur Laude, while Monsieur Darchambeau 
went back to the cellar where were his wife, his sister, and his nephews. After 
the soldiers had sacked the house, they set fire to it. At length the fusillade 
ceased, and Madame Laude, in ignorance of the fact that her husband had 
been killed, began to call for help through the trapdoor of the coal cellar. 
Some soldiers and a young officer thereupon arrived. They ordered the 
women and children out of harm's way, but fired upon Monsieur Darchambeau, 
who was wounded and begged for mercy. It was in vain that the women 
added their supplications and implored the officer to prevent another murder. 
What was the answer of this German stripling of barely twenty-two ? Before 
the very eyes of the women and children he drew his revolver and, firing at 
Monsieur Darchambeau in the head, killed him outright." 

Doubtless he was but obeying orders that were to be repeated too 
often in the sequel. It is indeed true that scenes just as tragic occurred again 
and again, betraying the vindictiveness and barbarism of the German nation, 
the nation that aspires to dominate the world. Had they triumphed, how 
many centuries would the world have gone retrograde ! 

A few days went by in comparative tranquillity. After the 1 5 th August the 
tide of crime began to rise again. 

At Vivegnis the inhabitants were expelled from their homes so that 
the Huns might sack and burn them. Several families were put to death. 

At Heure-le-Romain, on this same 15th August, some soldiers who were 
out commandeering supplies, failing to obtain what they wanted, avenged 
themselves by firing shots into a farmyard. Then suspecting that the wine, 
of which they were passionately fond, had been hidden from them^ they 
shut up the inhabitants in the church; and it was for a similarly paltry 
grievance that they shot, in the very precincts of the sacred edifice, the cur^ of 
the parish. Monsieur I'Abbd Janssen, and the brother of the Burgomaster, 
Monsieur Leonard, whom they bound together. Both of them were men held 
in high esteem. They were entirely unresponsible for the precautions taken 
by the people of the Commune, precautions which the regular tendency to 
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precautions; que rivrognerielcoutumi^re des envahisseurs justifiait. Ce petit 
hameau de i6i2 habitants eut d'autres martyrs, vingt-sept en tout, et dans la 
liste fun^bre il se trouva des femmes et un enfant de cinq mois; le petit 
Tasset, bien jeune pour fitre un franc-tireur ! 

Pr^s d'Haccourt, au hameau de Hallembaye, les horreurs teutonnes se 
d^chatnerent le i8 Aoilt, un vieux fermier, %6 de plus de 70 ans et r^pondant 
au nom de Colson, ayant tu6 un cheval allemand, du moins les Huns le prd- 
tend^renf-ils. Les habitants soutinrent le contraire . . . Colson parvint k se 
cacher dans une meule oh il mourut de faim quelques jours apr^s. ... En 
admettant qu'il ait abattu le coursier d'un hussard ou d'un uhlan, tout le 
village etait-il responsable de son coup de feu ? Le hameau fut cependant 
d^truit et le cure de la paroisse, M. I'abb^ Thielen, tu^ au moment oxx il allait 
pen^trer dans la chapelle pour y cherchdr le Saint-Sacrement. II regut dans 
la region du coeur un coup de baVonnette. Seize autres personnes furent assassi- 
^nees avec lui. C'^tait payer cher le cheval d'un uhlan ! 

Cette m^thode de faire la guerre n'est-elle pas proscrite par I'humanit^ et 
la civilisation et ne met-elle pas TAUemagne au ban des nations civilisees ? 
Aussi faut-il briser son glaive pour qu'il ne puisse plus s'exercer centre 
tant d'flinocents. 

Cette date du 1 5 AoAt — ^I'Assomption — considdr^e dans la Belgique pacifique 
et heureuse comme marquant le repos, la joie, livr^e d'ordinaire a la vill^gia- 
ture, au tourisme, aux voyages, aim^e des fiddles, chfere a tous comme la 
journ^e la plus rayonnante des vacances, rappelant tant de riants souvenirs, en 
pr^parant d'autres, fut, en 1914, une date de deuil, de sang et de supplices, 

Ce jour-la, comme on vient de le voif , la ville de Vis6 ne fut pas seule 
^gorg^e. A Fexbe-Slins vers le soir, les Allemands abattirent k coups de 
feu plusieurs ouvriers. Le lendemain, 16 Aout, Fl^malle-Grande, k son tour, 
allait connattre les beautds de la " Kultur." A peine des soldats du Kaiser 
venaient-ils d'y p^netrer, qu'ils chasserent brutalement les habitants de leurs 
maisons, ouvrirent et saccagferent les meubles, pillerent et vol^rent. " Puis, 
a coup de crosse de fusil, ils pouss^rent," dit le rapport de la commission d'en- 
qu6te, "pr^s de quatre cents hommes contre un mur du hameau de Profondval 
et les obligferent k rester immobiles, les mains en, I'air, sous , menace d'etre 
fusill^s. Au moindre geste de lassitude les coups pleuvaient Pendant ce 
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drunkenness exhibited by the invaders only! too completely jastified. This 
little village of 1612 inhabitants counted other victims besides these. There 
were twenty-seven alt told, and in the record of the dead, women were included, 
and little Tasset, a baby five months old. Young, indeed, for a franc-tireur I 

Near Haccourt, ia the village of Hallembaye, the German fuiy manifested 
itself in all its horror. On the i8th August an old farmer named Colson^ — 
he was more than seventy years of age-skilled a horse belonging to the 
Germans (this, at leasti is what the Huns averred, though the people of the 
place denied it). Colson managed to hide himself in a hayrick, where he 
died of hunger a few days later. Supposing that in point of fact he had shot 
the charger of some hussar or uhlan, was it right to hold the entire village 
responsible ? Nevertheless the village was destroyed, and the parish priest, 
the Abbe Thielen, was killed just as- he was going into the sanctuary to fetch 
the Blessed Sax^ament. He was stabbed in the region of the heart with a 
bayonet. Sixteen other persons were murdered with him. A heavy price to 
pay for a uhlan's horse ! 

Does not this method of making war stand condemned by the ,laws of 
humanity and civilisation, and does it not put Germany beyond the pale of 
civilised nations? And so her sword must be shatteredj that she shall never 
again be able to wield it against so many innocent victims. 

The 15th August — the Feast of the Assumption — ^is looked om.throughout 
Belgium as a day of peace and happiness. People usually go out for the 
day, for walks and rambles, or pay those little pilgrimages dear to the hearts 
of the faithful. The day is beloved of every one as being the most radiant 
of all the holiday season, and as recalling so many happy memories, and as 
promising so many joys to come. But in 19 14 it. was a day of mourning, a 
day of bloodshed and sorrow. As we have just seen, the! town of Vis6 was 
not the only one to suffer. At Fexhe-Slins, -towards evening, the Germans 
shot down several workmen. On the following day, the i6th August, 
Fl^alle-Grande was, in its turn, destined to learn the beauties of " Kultur." 
No sooner had the Kaiser's soldiers set foot within its precincts than they 
rudely expelled the people from their homes, and began to rob and ransack 
all they could lay their hands on. "Then, hitting them with the butt end 
of their rifles," says the Report of the Inquiry Commission, " they drove 
some four hundred men before them and ordered them to line up by a wall 
in the ^village of Profondval, where they made them stand motionless, their 
hands over their heads, under pain of being shot At the least sign of 
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temps d'autres soldats aspergferent les murs de liquides inflammables, jet^rent 
dans les chambres des produits chimiques en poudre ou en pastilles et allu- 
m^rent sur plusieurs points de la commune des incendies qui ont compl^tement 
d^truit une vingtaine de maisons," 

Au moment m6me oh se passait la sc^ne hideuse du mur de Profondval, 
au Chemin des Princes, un habitant de la commune tres connu, M. Pirotte, 
sortait de sa demeure pour s'enfuir avec sa jeune femme et son enfant. 11^ 
6tait a peine a quelques metres de sa maison qu'un 3oIdat allemand lui fendait 
la t^te d'un coup de sabre, tandis que -d'autres se jetaient sur la victime, la 
pergaient a coups de baionnette et lui brisaient les membres a coups de crosse 
de fusil. Le malheureux ralait encore lorsque les soldats lui enleverent sa 
montre, sa chatne de montre et son argent. Apr^s I'assassinat, le vol. 

A Li%e, capitale de cette province si dprouvee dont nous venons, 6tape 
par etape, de suivre le calvaire, k Liege, qui s'illustra a jamais, grdce i. L6man 
et a ses soldats, et re§ut du gouvernement fran5ais la croix de la Legion 
d'honneur, a Li^e, dont le nom sonnera toujours vivant dans les annales de 
la Grande Guerre, les Allemands eussent 6t6 heureux de mettre tout a feu et 
a sang. 

L'attitude si digne de la population, pendant que les forts r^sistaissnt 
encore et au lendemain de leur destruction, ne leur permit pas de realiser ce 
r^ve de sang. 

Sans doute le regrettferent-ils ! lis se vengferent d6 leur deception, en 
mettant le feu, dans la nuit du 20 au 2i Aoflt, au quai des P^cheurs et k la 
place de I'Universit^ sous prdtexte que I'on avait tire sur eux. Jamais cette 
assertion ne fut prouv^e^ lis tuferent dix-sept personnes en les refoulant dans 
les maisons embrasees. 

La province de Lidge, au tableau d'honneur de la Belgique suppHciee, est 
inscrite avec 3555 maisons incendides ou d^truites et un tres grand nombre de 
civils tues. , Elle fut digne de sa reputation d^ patriotisme et supporta vaillam- 
ment cette terrible dpreuve dont elle sortira plus active encore, plus grande et 
plus belle. 
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fatigue they rained blows upon them. Meanwhile, other soldiers sprinkled 
the walls of the houses with inflammable liquids, threw some sort of chemical 
in the form of powder or capsules into the rooms, and ignited fires at various 
places in the district which completely destroyed a score or so of houses." 
At the very time when the horrible scene we have described was being enacted 
at Profondval, Monsieur Pirotte, a very well-known resident in the district, 
who lived in the Chemin des Princes, came out of his house and attempted 
to escape with his young wife and child. He had scarcely got more than a 
few yards away from the house when a German soldier broke open his head 
with a blow of his sword, while others fell upon him, plunged their bayonets 
into him time after time, and bi'oke his limbs with the butt end of their rifles 
The unhappy man was still breathing when they proceeded to rob him of 
his watch and chain and money. Murder first, and then robbery ; such 
was the regular order of things. At Li^ge, the chief city of this district, 
which suffered so terribly, and whose martyrdom we have followed step by 
step ; at Li^ge, over whose name Leman and his men have cast an imperish- 
able glory, and on whom the French Government has bestowed the Cross of 
the Legion of Honour ; at Liege, whose name will live eternally in the annals 
of the Great War, the Germans would have been only too content to lay 
waste everything with fire and sword. But so dignified and restrained was 
the attitude of the population, not only while the forts were still holding out, 
but after their destruction as well, that their dreams of blood and fire did not 
come to pass. At this they were doubtless mortified. They took revenge 
for their disappointment by setting fire, in the course of the night of the 
20-21 August, to the Quai des Pdcheurs and the Place de I'Universite, on 
the pretext that civilians had opened fire on them. The charge was never 
established. They killed seventeen persons by forcing them back into their 
burning houses. The Province of Liege, in the Roll of Honour of martyred 
Belgium, is recorded as having had 3555 houses burned or destroyed, and a 
large number of civilians killed. The city was worthy of its reputation for 
patriotism, and nobly bore this terrible trial from which it will emerge more 
full of energy, more renowned, and more beautiful than before. 
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CHAPITRE IV 

LE LIMBOURG 

A UCUNE province beige n'a ^chappe a la 'guerre, a ses horreurs, et 

/ ^ le Limbourg.a eu sa part du suppHce general, mais elle a 6t6 

/ ^ moins lourde. Sans dtre ^pargn6 il a moins souffert. Cependattt 

il a ses croix noires et c'est a Dolhain dans la valine de la Vesdre 

qu'il a dii planter Tune des plus hautes. La furie germanique a passe Ik en 

tempete. 

Dans la nuit du 8 au 9 Aout les soldats du Kaiser ont brfil^ 28 maisons, 
tue plusieurs perspnnes au moment ou elles sortaient de leurs habitations 
pourchassees par I'envahisseur, et commis d'autres crimes consid6r& comme la 
monnaie courante de I'invasion. 

Le 16 Aofit a Heers trois hommes furent tues par les Allemands dans des 
circonstances qui meritent d'etre relev6es et fletries. Entr^s dans ce hameau 
I'apr^s-midi ils avaient arrachd les habitants k leurs demeures, leur ordonnant de 
s'assemble/ en cortege les bras lev6s. Comme un troupeau apeure les pauvres 
gens defilerent devant un capitaine de uhlans qui d^signa trois» hommes au 
hasard. Avaient-ils I'aspect plus resolu, leurs traits ne convenaient-ils pas a 
cet officier,-hypnotise par la l^gende des francs-tireurs, toujours est-il qu'apres 
les avoir traln^s pendant quatre kilometres a la remorque de leurs chevaux, les 
uhlans, sur I'ordre de leur chef, les fusjll^rent, 

lis n'etaient ni plus coupables ni plus innocents que les autres habitants de 
Heers ; ils n'avaient rien fait, comme eux, et cependant ils tomb^rent Idchement 
sous les balles des cavalifers du Kaiser, persuades que la guerre autorise les 
pires forfaits. C'est contre cette mentality que rdagissent les nations civilisdes. 
La guerre n'empeche nuUement le respect des droits et des libert^s et la vie 
des non-combattants doit etre dpargn^e. Cette triple execution d^montre 
combien elle comptait peu aux yeux de ce capitaine de uhlans, et sans doute 
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CHAPTER IV. 

LIMBURG 

NONE of the Prdvinces of Belgium escaped the war and its 
horrors, and Limburg had its part in the general suffering. 
Though by no means escaping scot-free, Limburg's suffefftigs 
were on a lesser scale. Nevertheless Limburg, too, had its 
trials, and. perhaps Dolhain, in the valley of the Vesdre, suffered the most 
heavily. Over Dolhain the German fury raged like a hurricane. During the 
night of the 8-9 August the Kaiser's soldiers set fire to twenty-eight houses, 
killed a number of people, and committed a variety of other crimes, which 
they appear to regard as the ordinary concomitants of an invasion. At 
Heers, on the i6th August, three men were killed by the Germans in circum- 
stances which should be recorded and held up to condemnation. Enter- 
ing the village in the afternoon, they dragged the people from their 
homes and ordered them to line up, with their hands above their heads. 
Like a terror-stricken herd of cattle the poor folk passed along in front 
of a captain of uhlans, who picked out three men at random. Whether 
their mien was more determined ; whether their features did not commend 
themselves to this officer, who probably had the franc-tireur story on the 
brain, we do not know. At all events, after they had been dragged a 
distance of five miles behind the horses of the uhlans, they were shot by 
the latter at their leader's command. They were neither more guilty nor 
more innocent than the other inhabitants of Heers. Like them they had 
done no wrong, yet they died a miserable death, riddled with the bullets of 
the Kaiser's troopers, who deemed that war gave them authority to exact 
the direst penalties. It is this attitude of mind that the civilised nations are 
determined to combat. War constrains no one to disregard the rights and 
liberties of non-combatants, and their lives ought to be spared. This triple 
execution showed what little importance the uhlans attached to the lives of 
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en commettant ce triple assassinat s'imaginait-il qu'il augmentait la security 
de Tarmde allemande. 

Deux jours apres, le i8 Aout, a Tongres, les Teutpns montraient encore 
toute I'abominable conception qu'ils avaient de la guerre. Les habitants de la 
cit^ Hmbourgeoise ayant regu I'ordre des autorit^s allemandes de farmer leurs 
portes dfes 7 heures, la plupart etaient couches lorsqu'ils furent reveilles par des 
cris terribles et des coups de fusil. Se disant attaqu^s par des francs- tireurs — 
un pretexte pour satisfaire leurs appdtits — ils se mirent a tirer a tort et a travers 
dans les fenStres des maisons endormies, cherchant vainement des assaillants. 

En r6a\lt6 ils n'avaient et^ attaques par aucun Beige mais, suivant des 
t^moignages tr^s sinceres, dans Taprfes-midi des mutineries aVaient 6cla.t6 parmi 
les soldats contre les officiers qui voulaient, disaient-ils, leur faire continuer 
leur marche forcde. Et Ton a la certitud? que dans la soiree, plusieurs de ces 
mutins, usant de la l^gende des francs-tireurs, se cacherent et tir^rent sur 
leurs supdrieurs. Leur plan a-t-il reussi .' Dans I'^moi general il serait 
malaise de le savoir, mais les habitants de Tongres payerent pour les mutins. 
Obliges d'abandonner leurs maisons ils s'enfuirent dans la campagne, a peine . 
habillds, passant la nuit a la belle ^toile. 

Pendant qu'^perdus ils disparaissaient, ^chappant au sort terrible qu'on 
leur reservait, les guerriers de I'empire, du glorieux empire, avisos, p^n^traient 
dans les maisons, les pillaient et envoyaient en Allemagne tous les objets 
vol^s. 

En 1870 les Prussiens ne d^robaient que- les pendules ; en 19 14 en 
Belgique ils faisaient main-basse sur tout ce qu'ils rencontraient, sur tout ce 
qu'ils convoitaient, ne respectant rien. Un exemple : Un ing^nieur des Ponts 
et Chauss^es, M. Huybrigts, gossddait une collection remarquable d'objets - 
romains trouv^s dans de r^centes fouilles et constituant un Musee r^putd oil 
I'archeoldgie voisinait avec I'histoire, II fut boulevers6, saccag^, et ce qiii 
echappa h la fureur des iconoclastes contemporains prit le chemin de Cologne. 
Quelles lois Internationales permettent ce genre d'exploits ? 

Autre exemple : C'est- un temoin qui park de faits ayant eu lieu le lende- | 
main, 19 Aout. "Vers 5 heures du matin (a I'aube), declare-t-il, je suis 
r^veill6 en sursaut par des coups de feu, le bris d'^clats de vitres et le roule- 
ment de chariots. Jt me p^ecipite k ma fen^tre, les bandits operaient dans 
le voisinage. Par une fente j'observe leurs manoeuvres. Je vis d'abord 
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civilians, and by committing this threefold assassination they doubtless thought 
they were adding to the security of the German army. 

Two days later — on the i8th August — at Tongres, the Germans gave yet 
another example of their horrible conception of warfare. The inhabitants 
of the place having been ordered to close their doors by seven o'clock in the 
evening, most of them had gone to bed, when they were aroused by terrible 
shrieks and the sound of rifle shots. Alleging that they had been attacked by 
francs-tireurs — any pretext sufficed them in their lust for blood — the Germans 
began to shoot at random through, the windows of the sleeping householders, 
seeking in vain for their assailants. In point of fact no Belgians had attacked 
them at all, but we have it on very trustworthy evidence that in the afternoon a 
mutiny had broken out among tlje German soldiers because their officers — so 
at least they said — wanted them to continue their forced march. And it is 
perfectly certain that some of the mutineers, availing themselves of the 
stories about the alleged francs-tireurs, concealed themselves, and fired on 
their superior officers. Did their plan succeed ? In the general uproar which 
ensued it would be difficult to tell, but the people of Tongres paid the penalty 
of tl^is mutiny. Compelled to leave their houses, they fled to the open 
country but half dressed, and passed the night in the open. While these 
panic-stricken folk were thus endeavouring to escape the terrible fate that 
was awaiting them, the warriors of the Empire, the glorious Empire, having 
learned how matters stoodj broke into the houses, sacked them, and sent thei 
loot to Germany. 

In 1870, the only things the Prussians stole were clocks; but in 1914, in 
Belgium, they laid hands on everything they came across. Here is an 
example. Monsieur Huybrigts, Engineer to the Department of Roads and 
Bridges, possessed a remarkable collection of Roman remains which had been 
brought to light in some recent excavations. They constituted a museum 
of some note in the domains of archseology and history. It was turned 
upside down and ransacked, and whatever escaped the violence of these 
latter-day iconoclasts went on its way to Cologne. What were the inter- 
national laws that sanctioned acts like these .' Here is another instance, 
related, by an eye-witness, of what happened on the next day, the 19th 
August : " About five o'clock in the morning, when day was just dawning, 
I awoke with a start, hearing the sound of rifle-fire, the crash of breaking 
glass, and the rumble of waggons. I rushed to my window and beheld the 
bandits at work close by. Through a chink in the blind I watched their 
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briser k coups de crosse les vitres du magasin de M. V S ; puis 

vint un chariot de Tarm^e allemande, sous la conduite d'un officier, Ce 
chariot portait les indications isuivantes: 3. A. R. . . . W. A. jG. i. (Je 
suppose 3"^ Artillerie Regiment, Wagon i.) Les soldatset I'ofificier pill6rent 
la boutique a qui mieux mieux ; geni^vre d'abord, bonbonSj pain d'dpice, 
sucrerie, etc., ensuite et deposferent soigneusement leur butin dans le chariot. 

De la, lis se rendirent dans la maison S , y prirent aunages, dpicerie, 

liqueurs. Apres ce fut le tour de la maison D lis y volferent chemises, 

couvertures, confection, etc. Successivement ils enlev^rent des chaussures chez 

V- O toujours pour 3. A. R. W. A. G. i." Voila qui est precis ! 

C'est le vol organise [que rien n'autorise et qui a toujours ete condamne et 
fletri. Aucune armee disciplinee, appartenant a une nation civilisee, ne s'est 
rendue coupable de'ce'i genre de mefaits. Lors de la derniere grande guefre 
russo-japonaise les propriet^s privees, en Mandchourie, ont toujours 6t6 
respectees par les adversaires en dehors de la ligne des batailles. Une fois 
de plus la " Kultur " a tire son masque eX montr^ \k ce qu'elle valait'debarrass^e 
de toute phraseologie pompeuse, d'une civilisation uniquement artificielle. 

Le 19 Aout les depredations continu^rent, I'orgie s'aggrava, et toutes les 
caves furent d^pouillees de leur contenu. Les quelques habitants testes 
en ville essuyerent des coups de feu quand ils voulurent sortir de chez eux. 
Le temoin qug nous venons de citer et qui a si justement denonce les voleurs • 
teutons a aper^u alors le cadavre d'un petit gargon de douze ans, d'un jeune 
hbmme rendu meconnaissable par un coup de fusil a bout portant. Une - 
quinzaine d'autres personnes ont ete tuees k sa connaissance, d'autres blessdes, ^ 
Parmi celles-ci le patron du cafe Ambiorix tr^s serieuseraent atteint et sa 
fille qui regut un coup de baionnette dans le cou. Sa jeunesse resista k 
cette terrible blessure, et depuis ['occupation elle a eu I'occasion de la montrer 
aux Allemands qui, nombreux, ont frequents son ctablissement. " Voila ce 
que vos compagnons d'armes m'ont fait ! " Que d'autres civils portent, dins 
notre pays, les traces de la furie germanique ! Ce sont des blessures aussi 
glofieuses que celles regues sur les champs de bataille. 

Le 20 Aoflt, I'ivresse s'etant dissipee, la population de Tongres put 
rdoccuper ses foyers, mais pendant .des semaines et des semaines elle fut 
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manoeuvres. First of all I saw them smashing the windows of Monsieur 
V S 's shop with the butt end of their rifles. Next a German army- 
waggon drove up under the command of an officer. The waggon was marked 
as follows: 3 A R . . . W. A. G. i. (3rd Artillery Regiment, Waggon i, I 
suppose.) The soldiers and an officer set to work looting the shop as hard 
as they could. First came gin, thea bonbons, ginger-bread, sweet-stuffs. All 
this they packed carefully in the waggon. Then they made their way into 
the house, where they possessed themselves of stuffs, groceries, liqueurs. Next 

came the turn of D 's shop, where they looted shirts, blankets, etc. 

Finally they went to V O :'s, and took boots and shoes, piling every- 
thing into the same waggon, 3 A. R. W. A. G. i." All these details are 
authentic. It was simply the sort of organised loot that has at all times been 
condemned anH held up to scorn. Never did- the dfsciplined forces of a. 
civilised nation commit such ignoble acts as these. In the last great war,, 
the war between Russia and Japan, private property in Manchuria outside 
the region of the firing line was always respected by the belligerents. Once 
again " Kultur " drew aside its mask and displayed itself to the world, dis- 
engaged from all its pompous vefbiage and veneer of civilisation. All 
through the 19th August the looting went on ; the orgy grew wilder, and 
all the cellars were emptied of their contents. Whenever the few peopl? 
who had stayed behind in the town endeavoured to escape from their houses 
they were met with rifle fire. The eye-witness whose statement we have just 
quoted, and who has so Justly denounced the outrages of these Teutonic 
bandits, discovered the dead body of a little boy of twelve, as well as that 
of a young man whose features were unrecognisable owing to the fact that a 
rifle had been fired at him full in the face. About fifteen other people were 
killed to his knowledge, and many others wounded, among them the pro- 
prietor of the Cafd Ambiorix, who was very badly hit, and his daughter who 
was wounded in the neck with a bayonet. Thanks to her youth, she recovered 
from this terrible wound, and since the occupation she has often shown it to 
the many Germans who have thronged the establishment, saying, " See what 
your comrades in arms did to me ! " What countless other civilians in our 
country here bear upon them the marks of German violence! They are 
wounds no less glorious than those received on the field of battle. 

On the 20th August, the Germans, having recovered from the effects of 
their debauch, the inhabitants of Tongres were able to return to their 
homes ; but for weeks and weeks they were often terror-stricken at the least 
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prise souvent de panique au moindre bruit ext^rieur, redoutant un massacre 
g^n^ral. 

Lors de I'agression du i8 Aout les magasins et les habitations des rues de 
Maestricht, de St. Trond, et de la Grand Place eurent le plus k souffrir. 

II s'en est fallu de peu que Tongres n'eflt le sort de Louvain. Heureuse- 
ment les Huns n'ouvrirent pas les boites ou reposaient les pastilles incendiaires 
dues ^ la generositd d'un empereur aussi pr^voyant que cruel et, la vieille cite, 
peupl^e de seculaires souvenirs, echappa,au feu. 

Ce m^me i8 Aout, a Cannes, oil les Allemands firent irruption avec la 
brutality la plus folle, tirant dans toutes les directions, ils massacr^rent 
Mme Poswick, la femme du bourgmiestre, et M. Derricks, avocat k la Cour 
d'Appel, crimes odieux que rien n'avait provoque. 

La province de Limbourg a eu I'honneur de voir I'ennemi vaincu sur son 
territoire au combat de Haelen, oil les Beiges repouss^rent la cavalerie teu- 
tonne. Le village se ressentit evidemment de la bataille, mais il eut a souffrir 
beaucoup moins que Bilsen et Lanaecken. A Bilsen le 25 Septembre 19 14, 
dix motocyclistes de I'arm^e beige ayant deboulonri^ les rails du chemin de 
fer, un train charge de troupes allemandes deux heures apr^s d^railla. A la 
^uite de cette. mesaventure les Teutons fusillerent huit civils, completement 
innocents, et incendi^rei^t une partie du village. Tpujours la m^me mdthode 
barbare de faire la guerre ! 

A Lanaecken, oil un poste beige de vingt hommes se d^fendit contre un 
■detachement allemand de quinze cents fantassins,- ne cedant maison par 
maison qu'apr^s un rude combat de rues dont les Beiges peuvent parler avec 
quelque orgueil, le village fut incendi^, coupable de la bravoure de ces soldats 
herolques. 

Toujours la meme optique des choses ! 

Au soir du 5 Aout les forts de Liege ayant resiste glorieusement 4 la 
premiere attaque de I'armee de la Meuse, la rage du vainqueur se tourna contre 
la population civile, et nous avons dit avec quels raffinements de cruaut^ 
I'envahisseur lui fit payer la vaillance de notre chere armee. 

A Lanaecken les maisons flamberent parce qu'une poignee de braves parvint 
a tenir en echec pendant quelque temps une force allemande qui lui 6tait par 
le nombre plus de cinquante fois superieure ! Mechancet^ et Iclchete. Tel 
fut le bilan de la province de Limbourg, bea:ucoup moins charg^ que celui de 
la province de Namur, la terre des martyrs. 
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noise in the street lest it might be the signal for a general massacre. During 
the rioting of the i8th August, it was the shogs and houses in the rue de 
Maestricht, the rue St. Trond, and the Grand Place that suffered most. 
Tongres, in fact, was within an ace of sharing the fate of Louvain. As luck 
would have it, the Hung forebore to open the cases containing the incendiary 
capsules for which they were indebted to the generosity of an Emperor whose 
foresight was only equalled by his ferocity ; and so the ancient city, the shrine 
qf relics of the immemorial past, was not given to the flames. 

At Cannes, where, on. the i8th August the Germans poured in, displaying 
the maddest brutality, shooting in every direction, they murdered Madame 
Poswick, the Burgomaster's wife, and Monsieur Derricks, a barrister at the 
Court of Appeal, both of them crimes as detestable as they were unprovoked. 
It fell to the lot of the Province of Limburg to witness the defeat of the enemy 
which took place at the battle of Haelen, when the Belgians repulsed the 
German cavalry. The village plainly suffered in consequence of this defeat, 
but to a much smaller extent than Bilsen and Lanaecken. A,t Bilsen, on the 
2Sth September, 1914, the motorcyclists belonging to the Belgian army having 
torn up the railway line, a German troop train was derailed two hours later. 
Whereupon the Germans shot eight civilians who were completely innocent, 
and burned down part of the village. ' 

The Germans never varied their barbarous method of making war. At 
Lanaecken, where a Belgian guard of twenty men stood at bay against fifteen 
hundred German infantrymen, only going back house by house during some 
stiff fighting in the street — fighting of which the Belgians had reason to be 
proud— rthe village was set on fire merely because of the gallantry of our 
heroic soldiers. The same invariable point of view ! 

On the night of the sth August, the forts of Liege having offered a 
glorious resistance to the first onslaught of the army of the Meuse, the 
conquerors directed their fury against the civil population ; and we have stated 
with what refinements of cruelty the inyader made them pay for the splendid 
bravery of our beloved army. The houses of Lanaecken were given to the 
flames because a handful of heroic men succeeded in temporarily holding in 
check a German force which, numerically, was more than fifty times its 
superior. Such is the record of what passed in the Province of Limburg, a 
record which, grave though it is, is far less dark tlian that of the Province 
of Namur, the land of martyrs. 



CHAPJTRE V 

L— LA TERRE DES MARTYRS 

Namur 

EN contemplant les ruines tragiques de Namur : Place d'armes, 
Casino, Place Leopold avec la statue de Leopold I™, etc., etc., on 
s'imaginera qu'glles sont dues au bombardement de la citd pendant 
I'attaque. II n'en est rien. Certes il a provoque des ruines, rtiais 
Namur ne connut les horreurs de la guerre que dans la soiree du 24 Ao6t, 
alors que la ville etait aux mains des Allemands depuis vingt-quatre heures. 
Comme k Tongres, les envahisseurs, sans doute pour obeir k de nouvelles 
instructions, celles qui avaient 6t6 donnees a Dinant avant Ijaneantissement de 
la population, se repandirent dans la cit^, tirant a tort et k travers, r^pandant 
partout la panique. Et tandis que la fusillade eclatait dans toutes les rues, 
des incendies se ddclaraient simultan^ment, place d'armes, place Leopold, 
rue Rogier, rue Saint-Nicolas, avenue de la Plante. Ces exc^ avaient-ils un 
pr^texte quelconque .' Aucun. lis repondaient au desir de terroriser la 
Belgique, d'assurer les communications de I'arm^e allemande, d'empecher tout 
mouvement en arriere, pendant la marche en avant des soldats du Kaiser. 
C'est encore et toujours la m^me methode cruelle. Les Huns, honteux de 
leurs crimes, ne I'avou^rent jamais. lis prefererent mentir impudemment, 
pretendapt k Namur, comme k Tongres, comme dans toutes les communes oii 
leur ferocite s'exerga que Ton avait tire sur eux. C'est faux, calomnie 
grossi^re qu'un semblant meme de t^moignage n'a jamais su appuyer. 

Comme I'a declar6 si nettement I'Ev^que de Namur dans sa protestation 
solennelle du 10 Avril 1915, "il n'a jamais exists un seul corps de francs- 
tireurs en Belgique. C'est tellement certain," a ajoute le prelat, "que nous 
n'h^sitons pas k mettre solennellement I'autorite allemande au d^fi de prouver 
I'existence d'un seiil groupe de francs-tireurs, constitue soit avant, soit apris 
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CHAPTER V 

I. — THE LAND OF THE MARTYRS 

Namttr 

IN looking at the tragic ruins of Namur — the Place d'Armes, the Casino, 
the Place Leopold with the statue of Leopold I., etc., etc. — one would 
imagine that they were the result of the bombardment of the city 
during the main attack. This is by no means the case. Damage 
doubtless was caused, by the bombardment, but Namur did not taste the 
real horrors of war until the night of the 24th August, when the town had 
been in German hands for twenty-four hours. As at Tongres, the enemy, 
doubtless in pursuance of some new instructions similar to those given at 
Dinant before the massacre of the inhabitants, spread themselves about the 
city firing at random and sowing panic in all directions. While rifle Shots 
were ringing out in every street, fires broke out simultaneously in the Place 
d'Armes, the Place Leopold, the rue Rogier, the rue Saint Nicolas, and the 
Avenue de la Plante. For these excesses there was no imaginable excuse. 
Their sole object was -to strike terror into Belgium, to safeguard the com- 
munications of the German army, to prevent any movement in the rear during 
the onward march of the Kaiser's soldiers. Still and always the same cruel 
methods. This the Huns, ashamed of their crimes, will never avow. They 
prefer to brazen it out, saying that at Namur, as at Tongres, and as in all the 
districts in which they had given rein to their ferocity, the people had fired on 
them first. The thing is false, a clumsy lie j and never so much as a shadow 
of evidence has been forthcoming in support of it. 

As the Bishop of Namur clearly stated in his solemn protest of the loth 
April, 191 5 : "There has never ^been in existence so much as a single corps 
ol francs-tireurs in Belgium. So certainly is this the case that we do not 
hesitate solemnly to defy the German authorities to prove .the existence of a 
single group oi francs-tireurs, constituted either before or after the invasion 
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I'invasion du territoire. On ne connait meme pas de ' fait isol6 ' de civils ayant 
tire sur les troupes, encore qu'il n'y aurait pas lieu d'etre surpris d'une faute 
individuelle. , Dans plusieurs de nos villages la population a 6t6 extermin^e 
parce que, disaient les chefs, on aurait tue un. major, ou parce qu'une jeune fille 
aurait voulu tuer un officier. Jamais le pretehdu coupable n'a ete d^couvert et 
design^ par son nom." 

Jamais! Avec Mgr Heylen, repondant aux accusations vagues, aux 
inventions grossi^res, aux imaginations louches, Ton doit dire aux bourreaux 
renouvelant leurs calomnies : " II faut citer des faits, donner des preuves. 
Quelle est la maison d'oii un Beige a tire sur les soldats ? Quel est le nom du 
civil beige surpris les armes d la main ? Quels sont ces t^moins entendus par 
centaines et sous serment ? " 

Inconnus. A Namur aucun civil n'a tire sur les soldats. Rien ne saurait 
done les excuser. Depuis la retraite de la 4™ division de I'armee beige, la 
population sans defense se montrait paisible et resignee. Aussi de quel 
affolement elle fut prise quand les flammes et les coups de feu lui annonc^rent 
un nouveau d^chaJneme'nt de la furie germanique, que rien ne pouvait faire 
pr^voir. 

Le rapport de la commission d'enquete precise les faits. Les AHemands 
enfonc^rent les portes des maisons a coups de crosse et jeterent des mati^res 
inflammables dans les vestibules. Rue Rogier, six habitants qui fuyaient les 
maisons en feu furent tues sur le seuil de leurs demeures. D'autres pour dviter 
le m^me sort durent se sauver par les jardins, en chemise, pour la plupart, sans 
avoir eu le temps d'emporter ni' vetements ni argent. Rue Saint-Nicolas 
plusieurs maisons ouvri^res furent incendiees. Beaucoup d'habitations et de 
magasins de bois ont ete detruits Aveniie de la Plante. 

L'incendie de la place d'Armes continue jusqu'au mercredi. II detruisit 
rH6tel de Ville avec ses archives et ses tableaux, le groupe de maisons y 
attenant, tout le quartier compHs entre les rues du Pont, des Brasseurs et du 
Bailly, I'Hdtel des Quatre Fils Aymon seul except^. 

On n'essaya pas serieusement de circonscrire l'incendie. Des le d^but les 
citoyens ayant voulu se rendre k I'appel du toc§in, on leur interdit de sortir de 
leurs maisons. Le chef du service d'incendie parvint neanmoins d gagner le 
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of our country. There is no authentic single case, of civilians firing on the 
troops, although there would have been no cause for surprise at an individual 
misdemeanour of the kind. In many of our villages the inhabitants were 
exterminated because the commanding officers alleged that a major had been 
killed or that a young -girl had attempted to take the life of an officer. In no 
single case has the alleged criminal been discovered or mentioned by name." 
Never, indeed ! With Monsignor Heylen, in his reply to these vague accusa- 
tions, these clumsy inventions, these underhand' fabrications, we should tell 
the ruffians when they again give utterance to these calumnies, " You must 
cite facts ; give us proofs. Tell us which house it was from which a Belgian 
fired on the troops. What is the name of the civilian caught, rifle or revolver 
in hand ? Where are all these hundreds of witnesses who you say have stated 
these things on oath ? " Unknown, all of them ! At Namur no civilian ever 
fired on the soldiers. After the retreat of the 4th Division of the Belgian 
Army the people, being utterly defenceless, displayed an attitude of peace- 
fulness and resignation. Imagine, therefore, with what a panic they were 
seized when the flames and the sound of firing told them that the German 
devilry was unchained. 

The Report of the Comnlission of Inquiry gives us a circumstantial state- 
ment of the facts. The Germans battered down the doors of the houses with 
the butt end of their rifles and flung inflammable materials into the passages. 
In the rue Rogier six people who were making their escape from their burning 
houses were killed on their own thresholds. Others, to avoid a similar fate, 
were obliged to seek safety by way of their gardens clad only in a shirt, and, 
in the majority of cases, without having had the time to take with them either 
clothes or money. In the rue Saint Nicolas several workmen's dwellings were 
destroyed by fire. Many wooden houses and shops were burned down in the 
Avenue de la Plante. , 

The fire in the Place d^Armes continued until the Wednesday. It 
destroyed the H6tel de Ville with its archives and pictures, as well as the 
adjacent group of houses, the whole of the portion between the rue du Pont, 
the rue des Brasseurs, and the rue du Bailly, with the single exception of the 
H6tel des Quatre Fils Aymon. 

No serious attempt was made to limit the progress of the fire. When it 
broke out, and the tocsin was sounded, people were anxious to answer the 
summons, but they were forbidden to leave their houses. Nevertheless the 
Chief of the Fire Brigade succeeded in making his way to the scene of 
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lieu du sinistre A travers les balles qui sifflaient dans les rues fplace d'Armes 
un officier I'^rr^ta puis, sur un ordre sup^rieur, le renvoya chez lui sous escorte. 
Comme d Louvain les pompiers furent ecart^s!,^ Comme nous I'avons dit plus 
haut, les Allemands pretendirent que des coups de feu avaient et6 tir6s sur 
leurs troupes le lundi soir. Or le rapport d^montre I'inanit^ de cette affirmation. 
Son raisonnement est irrefutable. Ecoutons-le : " Dejd quinze jours auparavant 
la population de Namur avait remis aux autorites beiges toutes les armes en 
sa possession. Des avis officiels I'avaient instruite des lois de la guerre. EUe 
avait ete invitee a respecter les bellig^rants par les autorites civiles et militaires, 
par le clerge et par la presse. La ville etait evacuee depuis trente-six heures 
par les troupes beiges. La pojiulation, en efit-elte eu le moyen, n'aurait pas 
commis la folic de se soulever et d'attaquer les masses allemandes qui 
remplissaient la ville et en occupaient toutes les avenues. Comment expliquer 
le fait qu'aux cinq endroits ou cette attaque s'est produite les troupes 
allemandes disposaient pr^cis^ment du materiel incendiaire qui permit de 
mettre instantanement le feu d la ville. 

Le d^sordre qui s'ensuivit favorisa le pillage dont I'armde allemande est 
coutumi^re. Place d'Armes notamment, les maisons furent mises a sac avant- 
d'etre ihcendi^es. Dans le quartier de la porte Saint-Nicolas les habitants 
trouv^rent en rentrant leurs maisons pillees; chez I'un d'eux le coffre-fort 
avait ^t^ fracture et 17,000 francs en valeurs diverses avaient disparu. Dans les 
joumees suivantes, lorsqu'un calme relatif fut retabli, le pillage continua, et dans 
plusieurs maisons oii sejourn^rent des officiers, tous les meubles furent fractures, 
le v'm, le linge et jusqu'a des v^tements de femmes voles. Le rapport de la 
commission d'enqu^te, depourvu de toute exageration et amplification, restant 
dans la plus stricte v^it^ dit : " Les temoins ont signal^ des attentats dont les 
femmes furent victimes. L'un d'eux nous d cite le cas d'une jeune fille qui fut 
violee par quatre soldats. Un marechal des logis de gendarmerie assista sans 
pouvoir intervenir, Ie'26 Ao6t, vers 4 heures du matin, au viol par deux soldats 
allemands de la fille du propri^taire de rh6tel oij il 6tait hebergd" 

L'incendie et la fusillade ont fait de nombreuses victimes parmi la popula- 
tion de Namur. Plusieurs personnes dgees restferent dans les flammes, d'autres 
furent tudes dans les rues ou fusillees dans leurs demeures. Soixante-quinze 
civils environ perirent ainsi dans les joumees des 23, 24 et 25 Aout. 

Des Namurois dont les maisons avaient ete saccag^es nous ont fait lerecit 
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the disaster, with bullets whistling all round him. But in the Place d'Armes 
an officer arrested him, and then, in obedience to superior orders, sent him 
back- home under escort. Just as at Louvain, the firemen were kept out of 
the way. As we have said above, the Germans alleged they had been fired 
on by the populace on the Monday evening. The Official Report shows the 
utter baselessness of this assertion. Its logic is irrefutable. A whole fortnight 
before, it says, the civil population of Namur had handed over to the Belgian 
authorities everything they possessed in the shape of firearms. Public notices 
had made them acquainted with the rules of war. The people had been told 
by the civil and military authorities, the clergy, and the Press, that they must 
not interfere in the fighting. The town had been evacuated by the Belgian 
troops thirty-six hours previously. Even if they had had the means, the 
people would never have been so mad as to attack the hordes of German 
troops who filled the town and occupied all the approaches. How is it 
explained that in the five places where this attack is alleged to have been 
made, the Germans happened to be in possession of incendiary apparatus 
that would enable them to fire the city immediately ? 

Disorder followed the outbreak of the conflagration, and the Germans took 
advantage of it to loot and ransack in their customary manner. In the Place 
d'Armes especially, the houses were sacked before being set on fire. In tlje 
Porte Saint-Nicolas district the inhabitants returned to find their houses 
pillaged. In one case a safe had been broljen open and securities to the 
value of 17,000 francs had disappeared. In the course of the following days, 
when calmness had been to some extent restored, the looting still went on, 
and in several houses, where officers were quartered, all the furniture was' 
smashed, and wine, liiien, and even women's clothes were stolen. The Official 
Report of the Commission of Inquiry, which never exaggerates or embroiders 
the facts, says : "Eye-witnesses have reported instances of outrages on women. 
One of them tells of a young girl being raped by four soldiers. A sergeant of 
gendarmes relates how, on the 26th August, about four o'clock in the morning, 
he had to look on while two soldiers outraged the daughter of the landlord of 
the hotel where he was quartered.*^' 

Fire and bullets accounted for many victims among the ii\habitants of 
Namur. Several old folk were unable to escape from the flames ; others 
were slaughtered in the streets or shot in their own homes. Some seventy- 
five civilians perished in this manner during the 23rd, 24th, and 2Sth August. 

Some people belonging to Namur, whose houses were pillaged, have given 
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de I'aspect de leurs habitations quand ils y rentrerent. D^s le corridor ils se 
heurt^rent a toutes sortes d'objets, dechires, lac^r^s, brisks, qui avaient ete 
jetds des pifeces voisines. De celles-ci il ne restait plus ni lustres, ni 
appliques, ni glaces. Tout avait 6te decroch6, arrache, d^truit a coups de 
crosse et k coups de baionnette, apres le vol des objets pr^cieux. Aucun 
tiroir n'dtait rest6 intact. Fouilles avec soin ils avaient 6te jetes p6le-mSle au 
centre de la chambre aprhs avoir ete d^barasses de leur contenu. L'argent, 
apres le passage des Huns, s'etait 6vanoui, avec I'argenterie, les bibelots de 
valeur, le linge fin, etc. Les vetemerits deja uses, dechiquetes a coups de 
sabre, gisaient partout, m616s aux boites ecrasees, aux photographies de 
famille macul^es, au mobilier boulevers6. Chaises, tables renversees, trahis- 
saient la fureur et I'ivresse. Des soldats, attardds dans les caves ou ils avaient 
vid6 de nombreuses bouteilles de Bourgogne, avant de partir, commirent sur- 
tout ces depredations. II en fut de m6me dans beaucoup de villas et de 
chateaux des environs de Namur. Et le pillage fut accompagne parfois d'actes 
imraondes. Con5oit-on que les soldats d'une armee disciplinee, appartenant 
k une nation fi^re de sa civilisation, aient pu s'abaisser k ce point. Comment 
la guerre a-t-elle pu leur faire perdre si compl^tement toute notion d'^duca- 
tion, d'honn^tete et d'humanite. 

Mais ce qui s'est passe k Namur apparatt d'importance secondaire, en depit 
de sa gravity, auprfes des horreurs effroyables de Diiiant, des massacres de 
Tamines, d'Andenne, et de Surice. lis furent si terribles que dans certaines 
regions du Namurois la moiti6 de la population mile et adulte a disparu. 
L' AUemagne aura beau accumuler les mensonges et les calomnies pour tenter 
de se laver d'une serie de crimes aussi abominables elle ne parviendra jamais k 
se disculper. Et elle a r^pandu assez de sang dans la province de Namur 
pour faire fremir d'^pouvante et de colore de nombreuses generations. 
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us an account of what their homes looked like when they got back to them 
again. In the very corridor they stumbled against miscellaneous articles of 
every description torn, gashed, or broken, which hae been thrown there from 
the adjoining rooms. From these latter chandeliers, brackets, and mirrors 
had all been torn down. Everything had been pulled away, dragged off, 
smashed with rifle butt or bayonet, after the valuable articles had been stolen. 
Not a single drawer remained intact: they had all been carefully gone 
through and thenpitched into a heap in the middle of the room after having 
been emptied of their contents. Wherever the Huns passed through, money 
vanished, and so did plate, books (if they were of value), linen, etc., etc. 
Clothes, if they had seen service, were hacked about with the sabre, and lay 
all of a heap mixed up with broken boxes, family photographs, and furniture 
thrown about in every kind of disorder. Chairs and tables, broken and over- 
thrown, bore witness to the scenes of violence and debauchery that had been 
enacted there. Some soldiers who had stayed on in cellars, where they had 
emptied numerous bottles of Burgundy, were in the main responsible for this 
havoc. The same sort of thing happened in the many country houses and 
chateaux round about Namur. 

Pillage was sometimes accompanied by acts of the filthiest description. 
Is it credible that the soldiers of a disciplined army, belonging to a nation 
that prided itself on its civilisation, should have descended to such depths of 
degradation ? How was it that the war caused them so completely to lose all 
sense of decency, honesty, and hunianity ? But the events at Namur, grave 
enough as they were, seem only of minor importance compared with the* 
unspeakable horrors that were enacted at Dinant, with the slaughter that took 
place at Tamlnes, Andenne, and Surice. So awful were they that in certain 
localities in the Namur district half of the adult male population were 
exterminated. It will be in vain for Germany to heap lie upon lie in the 
endeavour to rid herself of the stigma of her abominable crimes. In this 
she will never, succeed. The blood spilt in the province of Namur is 
encmgh to make many and many a future generation thrill with horror and 
indignation. 
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CHAPITRE VI 

II. — LA TERRE DES MARTYRS 
Dinant 

^^ U coeur du beau pays mosan Dinant s'assoupissait au pied de la 

/^L puissante masse rocheuse de sa citadelle couronnant de ses 

/ ^ murailles aux meurtrieres espacees le faite de la coUme. La vieille 
JL JIL. ^glise gothiqUe. flanqu^e de ses tours jumelles que son clocher 
bulbeux dominait avec hardiesse en des lignes inflechies, gardait une partie de 
la ville pelotonnde entre la Meuse et les rochers. Un. large "et respectable 
pent reposant sur de robustes piliers la reliait a la gare, aux traits riants, qui 
regut tant de visites au cours des vingt-cinq ann^es qui precederent la guerre. 

De- I'eglise, en suivant une jue plutdt ^troite, que 9a et la des jardins 
surplombaient, on se promenait jusqu'au Rocher Bayard, factionnaire avanc6 
de la cite, en apercevant la Meuse par d'^troites ou de larges troupes. Au 
dela de la c^lebre roche, les excursionnistes se repandaient a travers la 
campagne, tout un pays, aux vues panoramiques tres etendues, pays de 
vallees profondes, de plateaux charmeurs, de colliries empanachees d'arbres, 
revetues de rochers, semees de villas, aigrettees de clochers. 

Dinant ! Ce nom sonnait clair dans toute la Wallonie. C'etait la patrie 
de Wiertz, le peintre ideologue, la terre heureuse ou Ton aimait a festoyer, oil 
les hdtels, frequentes par les gourmets, etaient justement reputes. 

Dinant, I'une des fees de la terre mosanej inspirait les poetes, plaisait aux 
^crivains epris de descriptions pittoresques, tenait une place importante dans 
tous les guides et invitait des peintres, comme Hippolyte Boulenger, le 
Constable beige, a la retracer dans une note de coloris et de beaute. Ses 
7600 habitants vivaient d'une vie heureuse, des fabriques occupant la popula- 
tion ouvrifere qui ignorait la gene. Et pendant les vacances tout le commerce 
dinantais connaissait la prosperity 

La guerre ^clata comme la foudre, et sur cette ville, hier si gaie, fet6e de 
tous, tous les malheurs s'abattirent k la fois. C'est a partir du 15 Ao6t que 
ses revers debuterent. 
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CHAPTER VI 

II. — THE LAND OF THE MARTYRS 
Dinant 

DEEP in the heart of beautiful country Dinant lay dreaming beneath 
the shadow of the rocky citadel that crowned with its embattled 
• walls the brow of the steep hillside. The ancient Gothic churchy 
flanked by its twin towers dominated by the belfry with its bold,, 
bluff outlines, kept watch and ward over that part of the town that lay siiugly- 
nestling betwixt the Meuse and the rocks. A wide and dignified bridge- 
resting on sturdy pillars connected the town with the station— the cheerful- 
looking station which has welcomed so many guests in the course of the 
twenty-five years that preceded the war. 

Leaving the church, and taking a rather narrow street overhung here and 
there with garden trees, one reaches the Rocher Bayard, the advance guard 
of the city, through whose loopholes — some narrow and some wide — you may 
catch glim.pses of the Meuse. Having passed this celebrated eminence, the- 
excursionists used to wander far and wide over the country with its ex- 
tended prospects, deep valleys, delightful uplands, hills crowned with trees,, 
studded with rocks, dotted about with dwellings, and bejewelled with spires. 
Dinant ! It was a name that rang out, clear and radiant in the annals of the 
Walloons. It was the native home of Wiertz, the idealistic painter ; the 
smiling land beloved of pleasure seekers ; whose hostelries were justly held in 
high esteem by the lovers of good cheer. Dinant, one of the fairy cities ■ 
of the land of the Meuse, the inspiration and delight of writers in verse and 
prose, and of all lovers of the picturesque, had lured painters such as 
Hippolyte Boulenger, the Constable of Belgium, to depict it in hues of tender 
loveliness. Its inhabitants, to the number of y6oo, were living in tranquil 
happiness, and the war came upon them like a thunderclap : and on this city 
so full of light and gaiety every kind of misfortune descended at once. 
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Les troupes Frangaisfis qui se trouvaient sur la rive gauche attaqiiferent les 
Allemands, les mirent en fuite at les poursuivirent sur la rive droite. Les 
Teutons, obeissant k leurs instincts cruels, se veng^rent de cet echec en 
bombardant la ville. Quelques maisons furent d^truites, mais le dommage 
peu considerable n'alarma pas la population. Jusqu'au 2 1 Aofit elle resta dans 
ses demeures. Mais £i cette date, vers 9 heures du soir, elle commenga a 
apprendre la m^chancete, la cruautd allemande. Des soldats du Kaiser, venus 
dans plusieurs automobiles, a peine descendus se mirent k tirer dans les 
fen6tres absolument comme ils I'avaient fait dans les communes du pays de 
Li6ge et a Tongres, sans aucune provocation. 

lis enfoncerent les portes a coups de crosse, bless^rent plusieurs personnes, 
tuferent un pauvre diable qui avaiit eu la mauvaise chance de se trouver sur 
leur chemin, et se retir^rent apr^s avoir incendi^ une vingtaine de maisons. 
Ces faits se passerent dans le quartier de W rue Saint-Jacques. Rien ne les 
justifiait. 

C'^tait I'affirmation des crimes deji connus, I'annonce de meurtres nou- 
veaux. Aussi d^s le lendemain, 22 Aout, des habitants, pris de peur' et bien 
inspires, s'enfuirent dans les campagnes voisines. Tous auraient du les suivre 
mais beaucoup rest^rent attaches k leurs foyers et ne partirent pas, dans la 
confiance que les Allemands, moins cruels qu'on ne le disait, les epargneraient. 
Helas ! il ne tard^rent pas k constater qu'on ne les avait nullement trompes. 
Et I'effroyable trag^die se preparait d^ja. . . . 

Le dimanche, 23 Aout, k 6h. 30 du matin, pendant que les batteries 
allemandes et frangaises ^changeaient des obus au-dessus du fleuve, les 
Barbares envahissaient Dinant par quatre voies principales. La premiere 
les menait au Fonds de Leffe. C'est 1^ qu'ils tu^rent M. Victor Poncelet en 
presence de sa femme et de ses enfants. C'est Ik qu'ils fusill^rent M. Himmer, 
vice-consul de la Republique Argentine, avec cent-cinquante-deux membres 
du personnel de son ^tablissement. Avant ce massacre abominable ils avaient 
envahi I'^glise des Prcmontr^s, s^par^ les femmes des hommes et fusill^, 
ceux-ci, soramairement au nombre de plus de cinquante. La colonne qui 
s'empara de ce quartier en tua tous les habitants mjiles. Parmi les bandits 
qui la composaient se trouvaient des soldats du 108 regiment d'infantefle. 
A retenir. Partout d'ailleurs les Prussiens se distingu^rent par leur cruautd 
Rue St. Jacques la seconde colonne debouche, pille, tue, massacre, 
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The French troops that were on the left bank of the Meuse attacked the 
Germans, put them to flight, and pursued them on to the right |Dank. The 
Teutons, after their usual cruel manner, took revenge for this reverse by 
bombarding the town. A few houses were destroyed, but the damage was 
not very serious, and the townspeople were not greatly alarmed. Until the 
2 1 St August they remained in their homes ; but on that date, about nine 
o'clock at night, they began to learn the German capacity for foul play and 
cruelty. Some soldiers of the Kaiser came up in motor-cars, and had no 
sooner set foot to the ground than they began to fire through the windows of 
the houses as they had done in the Communes round about Liege and 
Tongres, without any provocation. They broke open the doors with their rifles, 
wounded a number of people, killed a poor wretch who had had the ill-fortune 
to get in their way, and withdrew after setting fire to about a score of houses 
All this took place in the neighbourhood of the rue St. Jacques. There was not 
the slightest justification for such conduct. It was but seating the seal on their 
previous crimes, and preluding new ones to come. So at daybreak on the: 
following morning some of the townspeople, being seized with fear, took a 
wise course and fled to the adjacent country. It would have been well if all 
had done the same ; but many remained on in their homes, feeling confident 
that the Germans were not so cruel as they were represented, and that they 
would spare their lives. They found, alas ! to their cost, that they had beea 
deceived. The terrible tragedy was soon to begin. 

At half-past six on Sunday morning, the 23rd August, while a duel was 
in progress between the French and German artillery, who were shelling each 
other from the opposite banks of the river, the Barbarians entered Dinant by 
four main routes. The first brought them to the Fonds de Leffe. There it 
was that they killed Monsieur Victor Poncelet in the presence of his wife 
and children ; there that they shot Monsieur Himmer, vice-consul of the 
Argentine Republic, and one hundred and fifty-two of his employees. Before 
perpetrating this abominable massacre they had burst into the Church of 
Premonstrants, where they separated the women from the men and shot the 
latter out of hand to the number of more than fifty. The column which took 
possession of this district practically exterminated the whole of the male 
population. Among the ruffians who composed it some belonged to the 
io8th Regiment of Infantry, That shall not be forgotten. But everywhere 
the Prussians were conspicuous for their cruelty. 

Th^ second column debouched in the rue St. Jacques, and set to work ta 
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incendie. A cette troupe Ton doit la destruction de la seculaire eglise de 
Dinant, Par ce crime elle se d^dommagfia de ceux qu'elle ne put commettre, 
une partie de la population du quartier ^tant en fuite. 

Les Huns qui appartenaient k la troisi^me colonne ^galerent par leurs 
prouesses monstrueuses ceux de la premiere. En t^te des fantassins qui la 
composaient marchaient des hommes des ioo"« et 101°" d'infanterie saxonne. 
Depuis la rue du Tribunal jusqu'au del^ de la prison ils accumul^rent les 
forfaits. Ici laissons la parole au procureur du Roi de Dinant, M. Tschoffen, 
tel qa'il s'exprima dans son rapport i la commission d'enqu^te. "Apr^s 
avoir 6t6 rassemblees et retenues un certain temps dans une rue oil elles 
etaient k I'abri des risques de la bataille, de nombreuses personnes furent con- 
duites (hommes, femmes et enfants) jusqu'i I'endroit oh un seul c6t6 de la 
.rue est b^ti ; I'autre donne directement sur la Meuse. Les-^prisonniers furent 
ranges sur une longue file pour servir de bouclier contre le tir desTrangais, 
pendant que les troupes allemandes ddfilaient derri^re ce rampart vivant. Les 
Franjais cess^rent le feu dans cette direction des qu'ils virent quelles victimes 
etaient offertes a Ifeurs coups. Une jeune fille de vingt ans, M»"' Marsigny, 
"fut cependant tu^e sous les yeux de ses parents ; elle avait re§u une balle 
frangaise k la t^te. Parmi les personnes ainsi exposees je note : mon substitut, 
M. Charlier, M. Brichet, inspecteur forestier, M. Dumont, commissaire voyer, 
leurs femmes et leurs enfants. Les captifs furent ainsi exposes pendant 
environ deux heures, apres quoi ils furent conduits en prison. 

" M^me precede pour un groupe de citoyens exposes au feu frangais Place 
de la Prison. On les obligea a tenir continuellement les bras leves. Parmi 
eux un vieillard -de quatre-vingts ans, M, Laurent, president honoraire du 
tribunal, son gendre, M. Laurent, juge, la femme et les enfants de celui-d. 
Pas de victimes: les Fran5ais ont cesse'le feu et les AUemands ont 'pu d^filer 
Jibrement. Au bout de deux heures, internement k la prison." 

Les autres habitants du quartier furent assembles dans la forge de M. 
Bouille, puis envoyes, les uns a la prison, les autres pres du mur de la maison 
de M. Tschoffen. A cet emplacement m^me se produisit I'un des plus 
epouvantables massacres de Dinant. Tous les hommes valides furent alignes 
contre la sinistre muraille et'en presence de leurs femmes et de leurs enfants les 
saxons les fusill^rent, tandis que des soldats prussiens qui assistaient a cette 
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sack, bum, and slay. They It was who were responsuble for the destruction 
of the ancient' Church of Dinant. By this crime they made up for others it 
had not been in their power to commit, a section of the inhabitants having 
taken to flight 

The Huns who belonged to the third column equalled their comrades^'bf 
the first in the enormities they committed. At their head naarched soldiers 
belonging to the looth and loist Raiments of Saxon Infantry. From the 
rue du Tribunal to beyond the prison they heaped outrage upon outrage. 
At this point we will let Monsieur Tschoffen, the Public Prosecutor, take up 
the narrative. This is what he tells us in his report: "After having been 
gathered together and kept for a certain length of time in a street where 
they were unexposed to the risks of the battle, several persons (men, women, 
and children) were taken to a part of the street where the houses are built 
on one side only, the other looking sheer down on to the Meuse. Here they 
were ranged in a Long file so as to serve as a shield against the French fire, 
in order that the German troops might file past in safety behind this living 
rampart. The French ceased to fire in this direction the mqinent they saw 
who their victims were. However, a young girl of tyi^enty, Mademoiselle 
Marsigny, was killed before her parents' eyes. She had been struck in the 
head by a bullet from a French rifle. Among the persons thus exposed to 
destruction were : my Deputy, Monsieur Charlier, Monsieur Brichet, inspector 
of forests, Monsieur Dumont, surveyor of roads, together with their wives 
cind children. The captives were exposed in this manner for about two hours, 
after which they were taken to prison. 

"The same treatment was meted out to a group of citizens who were 
exposed to the French fire in the Place de la Prison. They were made to 
keep their hands up the whole time. Among them was an old man of eighty, 
Monsieur Laurent, Honorary President of the Tribunal, his son-in-law, a 
Judge, and the latter's wife and children. Here there were no deaths. The 
French ceased fire and the Germans were able to file past unharmed. After 
two hours had elapsed the captives were shut up in prison." The other people 
of the district were drawn up in Monsieur Bouille's forge. Thence some of 
them were sent to prison, and the' rest were ordered off" in the direction of the 
wall that surrounds Monsieur Tschoffen's house. At this spot was enacted 
one of the most horrible scenes of all. The able-bodied men were made to 
line up against, this ill-omened wall and there, before the eyes of their wivfes 
and children, the Saxons shot them down, whilst some Prussians who were 
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sc^ne horrible, du haut de la terrasse d'un jardin voisin, trouvant I'execution 
plaisante, riaient aux eclats. Spectacle r^jouissant en effet! Combien ils 
^taient dechirants les cris des m^res et des Spouses voyant mourir ceux 
qu'elles aimaient ! Combien leur difsespoir 6tait troublant, de nature a 
attendrir les plus durs, le plus ddpourvus de sentiments gdn^reux . . . et ils 
riaient ! 

Cent-vingt-neuf martyrs succomberent \k, et le nombre des morts efit 6te 
beaucoup plus grand si plusieurs des condamnes ne s'^taient laisses tbmber au 
moment ou Ton commandait le feu. lis s'6chapp^rent pendant la nuit apres 
^tre restes longtemps immobiles sous les cadavres. M. Xavier Wasseige, 
directeuf de la Banque centrale de la Meuse, compta au nombre des victimes. 
Les Allemands s'-etaient empare de cet infortune aprfes avoir penetre dans 
la Banque, le sommant d'ouvrir les coffres-forts. Comme il s'y refusait ils 
tent^rent de les forcer. N'y parvenant pas ils emmen^rent M. Wasseige et 
ses cinq enfants vers le troupeau des prisonniers faits par la troisi^me colonne. 
En cet endroit le pere et les deux fils ain^s furent massacres sous les yeux 
des trois jeunes enfants qui pleuraient, en proie au plus grand desespoir, sup- 
pliant les meurtriers d'epargner leur p^re et leurs fr^res. Et les soldats 
prussiens se divertissaient toujours . j . 

L'un des fils de M. Wasseige, perce de plusieurs balles, eut une cruelle 
agonie d'une heure et personne n'osa lui porter secours. Un temoin pretend 
• que le p^re, M. le banquier Wasseige, n'aurait ^te blesse que Idgerement par 
la premiere decharge. II etait couche sur des cadavres k c6te d'un blesse qui 
g^missait. " Ne bougez pas. Taisez-vous ! " lui aurait-il dit. Mais un soldat 
qui passait, I'ayant entendu, I'acheva immediatement. 

La quatrieme colonne descendue par la route de Froidvau occupa le 
quartier de "Penant." Faisons appel-de nouveau au rapport si precis, si 
d^taill6, de M, le produreur du Roi de Dinant. " Les habitants sont arr^tes 
dhs I'arrivee des Allemands et gardes a vue pr^s du Rocher Bayard. Le feu 
des Frangais s'dtant ralenti, les Allemands commencent la construction d'un 
pont. Cependant quelques balles les genent encore. De ce qu'elles sont rares 
les Allemands concluent — avec ou sans sinc^rit6 — qu'elles leur sont ^envoy^es 
par des francs-tireurs. lis ordonnent a M. Bourdon, greffier adjoint au tribunal, 
de se rendre sur la rive gauche, pour annoncer que si le feu continue les habi- 
tants prisonniers seront passes par les armes, II s'execute, puis repassant la 
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looking on at the dreadful scene from the terrace of a neighbouring garden 
deemed it a good jest and broke out into shouts of laughter. It was in truth 
a merry spectacle ! How they rent the heart, the shrieks uttered by wives 
and mothers, as they beheld their loved ones perish before their eyes. Surely 
their despair was terrible enough to bring tears to the eyes of the most stony- 
hearted — and tke;^ laughed ! 

The number of martyrs who succumbed was one hundred and twenty-nine, 
and the toll of victims would have been greater still if several had not thrown 
themselves to the ground the moment the word was given to fire. They 
managed to get away during the night, after lying for a long time motionless 
beneath the bodies of the dead. Monsieur Xavier Wasseige, manager of the 
Banque Centrale de la Meuse, was among the victims. The Germans seized 
him when they broke into the bank, and ordered him to open the safes. When 
he refused to obey they tried to force him. Not succeeding in this, they took 
him, together with his five children, to the batch of prisoners who had been 
captured by the third German column. Here the father and his two elder 
boys were massacred in full view of the three youngest children, who wept in 
utter despair, imploring the murderers to spare their father and brothers. 
And the Prussian soldiers continued to jest. One of Monsieur Wasseige's 
sons, who was hit by several bullets, passed an hour in dreadful ^ agony before 
he died, and no one dared to go to his assistance; One witness states that the 
father was only slightly wounded on the first discharge. He was lying on the 
dead bodies beside a wounded man who was groaning. " Don't move ! Keep 
quiet ! " some one is reported to have said to him. But a soldier who was 
passing overheard, and immediately despatched him. 

The fourth column, entering the town by the Froidvau road, occupied what 
is known as the Penant district. We will now again have, recourse to the 
admirably clear and concjse report of the Public Prosecutor at Dinant — 

" The inhabitants were placed under arrest as soon as the Germans arrived, 
and were kept under observation near the Rocher Bayard. The fire from the 
French troops having become less intense, the Germans began to construct a 
bridge. However, they were still harassed by desultory firing. The bullets 
being few and far between, the Germans concluded — or. pretended to con- 
clude — ^that they came from francs-tireurs. They therefore^ sent Monsieur 
Bourdon (the Deputy Registrar of the Court of Justice) across to the left bank 
of the river to announce that, if the firing continued, the civilians who had 
been t&ken prisoner would be put to death. He performed his mission and 
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Meuse, revient se constituer pwsonnier et declare aux officiers allemands qu'il 
a pu se convaincre que seuls des soldats frangais tiraient, Quelques balles 
frangaises arrivent encore et une chose monstrueuse se produit, que rimagihation 
se refuserait a croire si des t^moihs ne survi'vaient pour I'attester et si les 
cadavres avec leurs plaies b^antes n'en fournissaient la plus irrecusable 
des preuves ; le groupe des prisonniers, hommes, femmes et enfants, est 
pouss^ centre un mur et fusilld ! Quatre-vingts victimes tombent en ce 
moment ! , 

" Le soir les Allemands fouiUent parmi les^ morts. Sous la masse de ceux- 
ci, quelques malheureux vivent encore. lis en sont retires, joints a des 
prisonniers amends d'ailleurs et condamnes a creuser une fosse pour les 
victimes. lis seront deportes ensuite en AUemagne. Parmi eux il y a un 
enfant de quinze ans, les fils du greffief Bourdon, trouve sous le corps de son 
pere, de sa mhre, de son irhre et de sa sceur fusillds. Parmi ceux que Ton 
enterre une femme vit encore : elle gemit. Peu importe. Son corps est 
jete dans la fosse avec les autres." 

Le r^cit de M. Tschoffen, tres simple cependant, en dehors de tout effet 
litteraire, par le seul expose des faits, donne le frisson. Le drame a pris 1^ 
dans I'horrible un caract^re presque dantesque. Une figure r^ellement 
epique le domine, celle du greffier Bourdon. Avec quel mile courage il 
remplit sa mission ; ne s'agit-il pas de sauver la vie de ses concitoyens en 
prouvant aux Allemands qu'il n'y a pas, qu'il n'y a jamais eu de francs-tireurs, 
ni sur la rive gauche, ni sur la rive droite ? Dans les rangs des Frangais, au 
dela de la Meuse, il pourrait y rester, se bornant a les inviter k cesser le feu, 
afinque les Huns epargnent la vie des Dinantais. II ne songe pas un instant 
a manquer a sa parole. II revient, bravant mille dangers, sacbant ce qui 
I'attend. II revient avec le stoitcisme des heros de I'antiquite ; il expose ce 
qui se passis, dit la verity, cherche a arracher a la mort ceux qui I'entou- 
rent. A-t-il persuade les Allemands .' On le croit. . . . Au moment meme 
les demi^res balles frangaises sifflent et les bourreaux, heureux de ne pas voir 
leur proie ^chapper, le massacrent avec tous les prisonniers. lis ont forge la, 
dans ie crime, de I'histoire, de I'histoire immortelle, en fixant cette figure 
epique sur les tablettes de la Grande Guerre. Quelle opposition entre ce 
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then, recrossing the river, came to give himself up again as a prisoner 
informing the German ofRcers that he had been able to ascertain that, the 
firing proceeded from the French troops. A few more French bullets came 
along and, monstrous to relate — one could not imagine the thing to be true 
were it not reported on the testimony of eye-witnesses who survived to tell 
the fale, and did not the corpses with their gaping wounds afford the most < 
irrefutable of proofs^he group of prisoners were thrust against the wall and 
shot. Eighty victims fell in that single moment. When night came the 
Germans went out to search the dead. Beneath the pile of corpses some 
helpless creatures were still alive. They were dragged out, attached to a 
party of prisoners brought up from another quarter, and condemned to dig a 
trench for the victims, after which they were to be sent into Germany as 
prisoners. Among them was a boy of fifteen, the son of Bourdon the 
Registrar, who was found underneath the bodies of his father, mother, brother 
and sister, all of whom had been shot. Among the bodies that were being 
buried was a woman who was still alive. She gave a groan. They paid no 
heed, but tossed her into the grave with the rest." Monsieur Tschoffen tells a 
simple, straightforward story; there is no straining after literary effect, but 
the mere recital of the facts sends a thrill of horror, through us. The tragedy 
here enacted was almost Dantesque in the intensity of its horror. It is domi- 
nated by a figure of epic grandeur — that of Bourdon, the Registrar,^ 

With what manly courage he fulfilled his mission, endeavouring to save the 
lives of his fellow-townsmen by proving to the Germans that there were not, 
and never had been, 3.ny franes-tit'eurs either on the left bank or the right. 
In the ranks of the French, on the other side of the Meuse, he was free to 
remain had he been so minded. He need only have asked them to cease 
firing in order that the Huns might spare the lives of the people of Dinant. 
But never for an instant did it occur to him to break his word. He came 
back, braving countless perils, knowing well enough the fate that awaited 
him. He came back with the stoic courage of some hero of antiquity. He 
explained to them how matters stood ; he told them the truth, and laboured 
hard to saye those who stood round about him from death. Did he convince 
the Germans ? We trow not ! At that very moihent the last bullets of the 
French were whistling through the air, and the murderers, happy to think that 
their prey was not to elude them, slew him with all their other prisoners. . By 
that crime they added another page-— a deathless page — to History, for they 
have enshrined this epic figure for ever in the annals of the Great War. 
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modeste serviteur du Devoir, cet humble grefifier at les fils de la " Kultur " 
qui I'ont tu6. 

Sur la rive gauche les Allemands devaient massacrer une cinquantaine de 
personnes et mettre le feu a de nombreuses maisons. Pendant cette journee 
du 24 Aofit, triste lendemain donne aux tueries que nous venons de narrer, 
toute la ville fut livrde au pillage et flamba. Sur 1400 maisons plus de douze 
cents furent ddtruites. Sept cents personnes trouvferent la mort, frapp6es par 
les bourreaux et les flammes du brasier dclair^rent leurs cadavres. 

Tandis que I'oeuvre mauvaise des Barbares s'accbmplissait et que les 
fabriques, le pain du lendemain, s'ecroulaient, beaucoup de Dinantais etaient 
emmen^s en Allemagne, comme prisonniers et plusieurs y sont toujours 
retenus sans que Ton ait jamais eu quoi que ce soit k leur reprocher. La 
population, d'ailleurs, ne s'etait jamais departie d'une attitude prudente qui 
ne pouvait offenser en rien I'envahisseur, le contraire de la provocation. 

De son cote I'autorit^ communale avait fait tout son devoir. Elle avait 
public et fait-afficher un avis appelant I'attention de citoyens sur la necessity 
de s'abstenir de toute attaque avec ou sans armes, de toute menace m^me 
vis-i-vis des soldats allemands. Elle avait en outre ordonnd le d^p6t k la 
maison communale de toutes les armes et munitions. Ses prescriptions 
avaient etd unanimement et scrupuleusement ob^ies. 

II ri'y a jamais eu de francs-tireurs a Dinant. Aucun civil n'a dte vu 
tirant, aucun n'a ^te pris porteur d'une arme. 

Les Allemands ont fini par le reconnaJtre. A Cassel le directeur de Ja 
prison n'a-t-il pas declare a M. Tschoffen, procureur du Roi, que les Huns 
avaient fait prisonnier : " Les autorit^s militaires d Berlin sont maintenant 
convaincues que personne n'a tiri A Dinant" f Telle est la.v^rit^ historique. 

Pourquoi ces crimes, pr^m^dites froidCment et executes avec une effroyable 
methode ? Pourquoi cette attaque centre la population, le dimanche 23 Aout, 
par quatre routes differentes mais se produisant simultan^ment .' Parce qu'il 
fallait obeir . . . Des ordres sup^rieurs avaient ete donnes afin de poursuivre 
I'oeuvre de terrorisation et punir la Belgique de sa- resistance aux troupes de 
I'empereur. 

Dinant a ^te crucifie pour la patrie entiere ; la nation, ne I'oubliera 
jamais. 

Jamais elle n'oubliera non plus I'effroyable crime de I'^llemagne arm^e, 
execute avec autant de sang-froid que de cruaute. Les eloquentes repro- 
ductions de M. Berden rendent plus puissant encore le requisitoire de 
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What a contrast between this modest servant of Duty, this humble clerk, and 
the sons of " Kultur " who slew him. 

On the right bank of the river, the Germans murdered some fifty persons 
and set fire to numerous houses. During this 24th August, the sombre 
morrow of the butcheries that we have related, the whole town was a scene of 
fire and plunder. Out of fourteen hundred houses, more than twelve hundred 
were destroyed by the flames. Severi hundred persons met their death, struck 
down by the murderers, and the flames of the burning city illumined their 
corpses. Whilst the Barbarians were accomplishing their fell task, and the 
workshops — the source of the people's livelihood — ^were crumbling to ashes, 
many of the townsfolk were sent away as captives to Germany and several 
are being kept there still, although innocent of any shadow of offence. The 
people, indeed, never abandoned their attitude of prudence, an attitude 
which could never have given the slightest umbrage to the invader, an 
attitude which conveyed no hint of provocation. The municipals authorities 
had, on their side, discharged their duty to the full. They had issued, and 
caused to be posted up, a notice calling public attention to the necessity 
for abstaining from every species of attack, with or without arms, and from 
offering so much as a threat to the German soldiers. Furthermore they 
had commanded that all arms and ammunition should be deposited at the 
Town Hall ; and all these injunctions were scrupulously and unanimously 
obeyed. 

There never were any francs-tireurs at Dinant. No civilian ever fired a 
shot ; no one was ever arrested with fire-arms upon him. This the Germans 
themselves have at length been brought to avow. This the Governor of the 
prison at Cassd confessed to Monsieur Tschoffen, the Public Prosecutor, who 
was made prisoner by the Huns. " The military authorities at Berlin," he said, 
" are now satisfied that there was no shooting at Dinant." Such is the historic 
truth. Why, then, these crimes coldly premeditated and carried into effect with 
horrible precision ? Why this attack on the townsfolk on Sunday, the 23rd 
August .' Because superior orders had commanded it, orders that had to be 
obeyed, so that the work of terrorisation might be continued and that Belgium 
might be punished for the resistance that had been offered to the troops of the 
Emperor. Dinant was crucified for the whole country ; and the country will 
never forget. Nor will she ever forget the horrible crime committed by 
Germany in arms, a crime the cruelty of which was only equalled by its cold- 
bloodedness. The drawings executed by Monsieur Berden, so eloquent in 
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la V^ritd centre la methode allemande de faire la guerre. Voici I'aspeCt de 
Dinant tel que la ville se presentait en sortant de la gare au detour de la 
rue, au lendemain du desastre. Une partie du tablier du pont plonge dans 
le fleuve comme si Ton avait voulu barrer la voie de la dt6 detruite et morte. 
Puis surgissant de ses decombres I'eglise hausse le decor de ses ruines, et 
prend une beaute farouche dans ce paysage ravage par la barbaric alle- 
mande. Le clocher bulbeux n'est plus, et les tours jumelles debarrass^es 
de leur toit semblent attendre les sveltes fleches qu'elles n'ont d'ailleurs 
jamais connues. Les cintres des fenetres ogivales semblent limiter des trous 
d'ombre et le vent , qui passe se plait k balayer les pierres et a detacher celles 
descellees par le feu. Pourquorvouloir panser les plaies de ce monument frappe 
a mort ? Au lieu de le restaurer, mieux vaudrait en sauvegarder les ruines, 
pour qu'elles perpetueiit le souvenir du supplice de le ville et des crimes de 
I'Allemagne. 

Dans une page eloquente sur les villes detruites de la West Flandre, M. 
Emile Vandervelde s'occupant de la renaissance du pays, dcrit : " Quant aux 
monuments, une distinction s'impose ; s'ils ont 6te endommages seule- 
ment, s'ils peuvent ^tre restaures, qu'on les restaure. Mais si le dommage 
est irreparable, s'ils ne sont plus que des ruines, mieux vaut a notre avis les 
laisser dans leur ^tat actuel. 

" A Ypres, par exemple, il ne serait pas impossible de reconstruire les 
Halles d'apres les anciens plans. Mais jamais cette reconstruction ne serait 
aussi impressionnante que les ruines telles quelles, dressees au milieu de la 
vieille cite comme I'ecrasant temoignage des crimes commis en Belgique par ' 
I'invasion allemande." 

II ne serait pas impossible non plus de re^difier I'eglise de Dinant, mais 
ce serait faire disparaitre, effacer la preuve meme du sac de la ville. II faut 
que le souvenir en reste aux generations de demain, toujours vivace et puissant 
pour qu'elles travaillent a s'epargner les m^mes horreurs. 

Mais oil construire le nouveau temple ? Pourquoi ne pas lui donner comme 
pi^destal la coIline,elle-m6me, s'il est possible de lui apporter les chemins 
d'acc^s n^cessaires ? Elle deviendrait comme le symbole de la renaissance et 
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their testimony, lend an added strength to the cause of Truth in this protest 
against the German system of waging war. 

The following is the spectacle presented by Dinant, on the morrow of the 
disaster, to any one coming from the station and catching sight of.it at a turn 
in the road. A portion of the roadway of the bridge lay whelmed in the river, 
as though to bar access to the city, through which devastation and death had 
passed. Next, rising from the debris which encompassed it, the church reared 
the majesty of its ruins, taking on a wild beauty amid the surrounding land- 
scape, all ravaged as it was by the barbarian hordes of Germany, The rotund 
belfiy had vanished ; the twin towers shorn of their roofing, seemed as though 
they were awaiting the advent of those soaring spires, which, however, they 
had never known. The muUions of the ogival windows seemed to encircle 
apertures o[ unillumined space, and the wind, as it entered, swept as it listed 
over the stones, bringing to the ground those that the fire had loosened in their 
mortar. Why should we se;ek to heal the wounds of this fane, thus stricken 
to death ? Rather than restore it, it were better to preserve the ruins as a 
perpetual memorial of the sufferings of the town and of the crimes of Gerniany. 
In a glowing passage concerning the ruined towns of West Flanders, Monsieur 
Emile Vandervelde, dealing with the question of making good what has been 
destroyed, writes as follows : — 

"With regard to public buildings, it is necessary to make a distinction. If 
they have been merely damaged, if they can be restored, then let them be 
restored But if the damage is irreparable, and they are no more than ruins, 
it would be better, in our opinion, to leave them as they are. At Ypres, for 
example, it would not be impossible to rebuild the Halles in accordance with 
the plans of the old edifice. But this new building would never be so impressive 
as the ruins of its predecessor, rising up in the heart of the Old City as though 
to bear overwhelming testimony to the crimes wrought on Belgian soil by the 
German invader." 

In the same way, it would not be impossible to rebuild the church of 
Dinant ; but this would be to banish, to obliterate, a similar proof of the 
manner in which the town had been sacked. It is befitting that a memorial 
of that outrage should remain for the generations to come, a memorial eternally 
puissant and compelling, in order that they may labour to win for themselves 
immunity from such horrors. But when the new church comes to be built, why 
not give it as a foundation the hill itself, if it be possible to construct the 
necessary approaches ? It would serve as a symbol for future generations of 
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de I'efflorescence de la cit6-martyre. Si le conseil de M. Emile Vandervelde, 
si louable, est suivi pour les Halles d'Ypres, pourquoi ne I'appliquerait-on 
pas k I'eglise de Dinant ? A gauche de I'edifice ^ventrd c'est tout un 
panorama de tremblement de t^rre. De ce quartier pittoresque qui se mirait 
dans la Meuse, souriant a la vie, il ne reste qu'un amas de ruines, des pans de 
murs branknts, parfois la forme indecise d'une habitation au pignon 6hr6ch6. 
Et la roche immense a laquelle il s'adosse prend un caractere plus sauvage et 
plus rude comme pour s'associer au deuil de la viUe. A son sommet I'ancienne 
citadelle est restee immuable, ayant echappe aux obus frangais et allemands 
pendant la bataille. 

Puis dans une autre planche, la perspective de la principale rue de Dinant, 
saignant de toutes ses plaies, ne montre que des decombres, comme des barri- 
cades amoncelees, au lendemain d'une guerre civile. II ne reste plus que les 
quatre murs des maisons et les magasins pilles, saccages et incendi6s,ne sont 
plus que d'immenses bales ouvertes k tous les Elements. Autre dessin non moins 
emouvant, representant la rue St. Nicolas, avec ses cadavres de civils fusilles 
au premier plan, ses maisons a I'arriere, respectees par le feu, tandis qu'aux 
ailes I'cEuvre de destruction se trahit de nouveau, en montrant des murailles 
ebrechees et calcinees, soutenues par des ebouHs de pierres. Des vegetations 
touffues, poussant a I'aventure sur ie flanc de la colline, disent I'exode de la 
population. Partout c'est le silence et la tristesse. Dans la cour de I'Hdtel 
de Ville, ceinturee de ruines, en tas reposent des cadavres d'enfants fusillds ; 
leur age n'a pas appel6 la pitie chez leurs bourreaux. Ni coeur, ni sentiment. 

Avec I'Eglise les Allemands ont tenu^ faire disparaitre l'H6tel de Ville 
pour qu'aucun monument ne puisse rappeler le passe de la ville. La rue de 
^;et Edifice, blesse a mort, a dicte a I'artiste I'un de ses dessins les plus serres 
de forme, d'une technique egale a I'^motion qui s'en degage. Contre de tels 
documents I'accus^e, I'Allemagne, a beau se d^fendre, entasser mensonges 
et calomnies, ils la condamnent avec toute la puissance d'irr^futables te- 
moignages. 

Les Huns n'ont pu se contenter de leurs sevices de tout genre et le 
pillage ne leur suffisant pas, ils ont 6t6 jusqu'a d^pouiller leurs prisonniers. 
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the new birth, of the second blooming, of the mattyred city. If Monsieur Emile 
Vandervelde's excellent advice is followed regarding the Halles of Ypres, why 
not also apply it to the church at Dinant ? 

To the left of the ruined edifice the eye travels over a wide tract of country 
that looks as if it had been laid waste by an earthquake. Of this picturesque 
quarter of the town, which used to gaze down at itself as it lay mirrored in the 
waters of the river below, there is now nothing left but a heap of ruins and the 
remnants of tottering walls, and here and there the half discernible outline of 
a dwelling or shattered gable. And the great precipitous rock against which 
it leans takes on a wilder and more desolate aspect as though fain to participate 
in the sorrows of the town. Upon its summit the ancient citadel remains un- 
changed, for it was not struck by shell — French or German — in the course 
of the battle. 

Next, in another panel so to speak, we see the long line of the principal 
street in Dinant. Bleeding from its manifold wounds, it presents nothing but 
ruins to the eye — ruins that look like heaped-up barricades seen on the morrow 
of a civil war. Of the houses only the four bare walls still stand ; and the shops, 
plundered and ransacked, present the appearance of great gaping cavities 
exposed to all the elements. Another picture, no less moving, shows us the 
rue Saint Nicolas, with bodies of slaughtered civilians in the foreground ; and, 
farther back, houses untouched by the fire, though on either side we see 
further, evidences of the destroyers' work in crumbling and blackened walls 
only prevented from tumbling to the ground by heaps of fallen masonry. 
Tufted weeds, growing at random on the hillside, tell of the exodus of the 
people. Silence and melancholy brood over all. In the courtyard of the 
Town Hall, encircled by ruins, lie in heaps the dead bodies of slaughtered 
children. Their age procured them no mercy. Their murderers had neither 
heart nor sense of pity. Together with the phurch, it was the intention of 
the Germans to destroy the H6tel de Ville, for they desired that no ^building 
should survive to recall the past history of the town. The sight of this building, 
so irremediably damaged, has called forth one of the artist's most poignant 
efforts, the technical excellence of which is commensurate with the emotion 
which it excites. To evidence offered by documents such as this the enemy 
is powerless to reply. His lies and -slanders are all in vain. He stands 
convicted on irrefutable testimony. It was not enough for the Huns to 
commit every possible kind of outrage. Not satisfied with pillaging the shops 
and houses, they went the length of robbing their prisoners. Let us once 

F 
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Ayons encore recours au rapport de M. Tschoffen pour montrer ce que valait 
la probit6 des soldats de Guillaume II, aux heures de la fufie germanique. 

Le procureur du Roi est emmene avec d'autres prisonniers. A chaque 
instant stoppe le triste cortege. " Pendant un de ces arrets ordre nous est 
donne en Fran^ais de remettre notre argent. De suite nous sommes fouilI6s 
par les soldats qui nous gardent pendaflt que d'autres passent avec des sacs en 
toile et rassemblent les sommes enlevdes. Un des prisonniers demande un regu 
a un officier qui passe. II est menace du revolver. En ce qui me concerne, 
j'etais porteur d'une somme de 800 k 900 francs en esp^ces, dont partie en or. 
La monnaie d'argent est depos^e dans un des sacs, mais je vois le soldat qui 
m'avait fouille 'mettre subrepticement en poche I'^tui contenant mon or. 
J'affirme que ce vol en grand fut commis par ordre. Le lendemain et le 
surlendemain le capitaine qui commandait notre escorte nous fit encore fouiller 
a diverses' reprises. '.Remettez tout votre argent ou vous sere^ fusilles,' disait-il. 
A Marche il ajouta : ' Vous serez fouill^s jusque dans les souliers.' Qn 
prit tout ce que Ton put trouver sur nous. M^me les livrets, de la caisse 
d'epargne furent I'objet d'une chasse avide." 

Qui ne croirait a la parole de ce magistrat honnete et loyal; tenant toujours 
le langage de la sincerite exclusive de toute passion ! 

D'autres graves accusations ont ete port^es centre les Allemands d'une 
nature essentiellement delicate ; est-il vrai qu'ils ont outrage des femraes, 
vioM des religieuses, miitile des religieux .' Des voix veridiques le proclament 
et ils ont miS ainsi le comble k leurs forfaits. 

Dinant ri'est plus ; la cit6 wallonne est ' morte, mais c'est en evoquant la 
ville martyre que I'on songe a cette noble pens^e de Maeterlinck : " La mort 
n'entame pas la vie, elle ne peut rien centre elle. Le total de celle-ci demeure 
toujours pareil. Ce qu'elle enlfeve k ceux qui tombent. passe en ceux qui 
restent debout. Si le nombre des lampes diminue, la hauteur de la flamme 
s'^leve. . » 

Et cette flamme ^claire les ruines, illumine la vallce devastee, et annonce 
dans le rayonnement de la visioij d'avenir, I'appel k la vie, la resurrection 
de demain. 
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more have recourse to Monsieur Tschoffen in order that we may know at what 
price to estimate the honesty of the soldiers of William II, when the Germans 
were at the height of their fury. The Public Prosecutor was taken off with a 
batch of other prisoners. The melancholy procession was continually being 
brought to a halt. " During one of these stoppages, orders were given to 
us in French to hand over our money. We were forthwith searched by the 
soldiers who were guarding us, while others came along^ with canvas bags to 
collect the sums that had been taken from us. One of the prisoners asked for 
a receipt. He was threatened with a revolver. For myself I had some eight 
or nine hundred francs about me in coin, part being in gold. The silver was 
put into one of the bags ; but I saw the soldier who had searched me- slip the 
purse containing the gold iqto his own pocket. I- am confident that this 
wholesale robbery was committed by order. Next day, and the day after, the 
captain who commanded our escort had us searched again several times. ' Give 
up all your money,' said he ; ' or you will be shot' At Marche he said, ' We'll 
even have your boots searched.' They took everything they could find on 
us ; even savings-bank deposit-books were eagerly hunted for." 

Who would not trust the word of so upright and loyal a magistrate as this, 
whose words, free from all rhetorical adornment, always ring true ? 

Other grave charges were brought against the Germans of a peculiarly 
delicate nature. Is there, it may be asked, any truth in the statement that 
they outraged women and nuns, and mutilated monks ? Evidence worthy of 
absolute credibility confirms the truth of the accusation, and thus the Germans 
added this crowning infamy of all to their long list of misdeeds. 

Dinant is no more, but it is when dwelling on the memory of the martyred 
town that one recalls the thought so nobly expressed by Maeterlinck : " Death 
can filch nothing from life ; it is powerless against it The sum total Of life 
ever remains the same. What death takes away from those who fall becomes 
the possession of those who remain. If the number of lamps is diminished, the 
higher leaps the flame." And this flame lights up the ruins and illumines 
the valley of devastation, bringing the promise in its radiant vision of the 
Future, of the reawakening of life, of the resurrection of the morrow. 



CHAPITRE VII 

III.— LA TERRE DES MARTYRS 
Surice et Andenne 

LES tueries qui ont ensanglante la province de Namur ont ^gale en 
horreqr et en epouvante les massacres les plus terribles de I'Histoire, 
. dans I'antiquite et le moyen-ige. Cependant aucune n'est due a 
^ une provocation. 

Pendant la marche de I'armde allemande, des coups de feu isol6s ont-ils etd 
tires par les habitants du pays ? Aucun temoignage a Tappui de cette accusa- 
tion. Nul n'a et6 pris sur le fait. En admettant m^me, ce qui n'est 'nullement 
demontre, que de rares, de tr^s rares patriotes aient tire sur les Allemands, 
alors qu'ils n'ignoraient pas les consequences de cet acte, les soldats du Kaiser 
avaient-ils le droit de rendre responsables tous les citoyens pafsibles d'une 
commune de ces exceptionnelles hardiesses .' Les conventions internationales 
le leur refusaient ! Et jamais I'humanite n'a permis de pareilles generalisations 
comme la civilisation n'admet pas des crimes aussi hideux, provoques par des 
attentats individuels, attentats qui n'ont jamais existe. 

Les massacres ont r^pondu simplement aux sympathies des populations de 
cette partie de la Wallonie pour les Frangais, sympathies tres explicables, 
resultant des conditions de bon voisinage, mais qui n'ont jamais mis en pdril 
notre neutralite. 

Les suppHces endures par les habitants de la province de Namur ne I'ont 
cede en rien a ceux que les Turcs ont fait connaitre aux Arm^niens et ont 
depasse dans I'horrible tout ce que I'imagination a pu cr^er en fait d'atrocitds. 

L'armee qui s'en est rendue coupable s'est mise en dehors de I'humanite. 
Lorsqu'au lendemain de la guerre les accusations se preciseront contre elle, de 
plus en plus I'indignation grandira et le temps, au lieu d'ecarter la haine, la fera 
germer en incitant la Belgique a repousser les avances de I'AUemagne. Entre 



, CHAPTER VII 

III. — THE LAND OF THE MARTYRS 
Surice and Andenne , 

THE butcheries which made the Province of Namur run with blood 
equalled in awfulness and horror the most terrible massacre* 
in history, whether in ancient times or in the Middle Ages. 
Nevertheless not one of them was the outcome of provocation. 
During the progress of the German Army through Belgium, did the 
civilians fire upon the troops .' There is no evidence to support the charge. 
No one was ever caught in the act. Even if we allow, what there is no' 
evidence to prove, that a few — a, very few — ardent patriots fired on the- 
Germans, with full knowledge of the consequences of the deed, had the- 
Kaiser's soldiers any right to make the whole body of peaceable citizens of ai- 
Commune responsible for these exceptional acts of audacity ? 

International agreements declare against them. Never have the dictates 
of humanity permitted such indiscriminate slaughtefj any more than civilisa- 
tion has permitted crimes so hideous to be wtought in revenge for outrages 
attempted by individuals — attempts which, in point of fact, were never made. 
The massacres had a direct connection with the sympathy entertained by the 
inhabitants of this portion of the Walloon gountry towards the French; 
a sympathy which naturally resulted froni the close neighbourhood of the two 
nations, but which never compromised our neutrality. The sufferings endured 
by the inhabitants of the Province of Namur yielded nothing in point of 
cruelty to the treatment of the Armenians by the Turks, and exceeded in 
horror anything that imagination has been able to conjure up. Thd Army 
that incurred such guilt has placed itself beyond the pale of humanity. 

After the war is over, when the whole indictment against Germany is set 
out in chapter and verse, the sense of indignation will grow greater and 
greater, and time, instead of dulling our hatred against Germany, will but 
give it new life, prompting Belgium ever to reject her advances. The seas of 
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ces deux pays 'il y a trop de sang pour qu'ils puissent jamais se rapprocher. 
Ah ! si la Germanie nous avait fait la guerre comme le Japon k la Riissie il 
en eflt dte autrem'ent. Mais les Occidentaux pretenduement civilises de la 
Teutonic ont agi comme des Barbares, alors que ces loyaux Asiatiques ont 
su respecter toutes les lois Internationales. Qu'en est-il r6sult6 ? Une 
alliance, dix ans apr^s la guerre, entre Japonais et Russes qui avaient appris 
sur les champs de bataille a s'estimer. 

Les Huns entrerent k Surice le 24 Aofit 1914 dans la soiree et comme 
preface aux scenes atroces du lendemain ils mirent le feu a quelques maisons. 
Les malheureux habitants passerent une nuit d'arigoisse comme flagelles par 
la peur. Le 25 Aoiit au matin les soldats chasserent, suivant leur coutume, 
les infortun^s de leurs demeures et les conduisirent vers une terre en jachfere 
appel^e aux Fosses, propice a une execution. A I'or^e de. ce terrain vague 
les bourreaux ayant sdpare les hommes des femmes, fusillerent ces malheureux. 
-Quand on les aligna pour les mugr en cibles vivantes, la stupeur, puis la 
douleur des meres, des epouses et des soeurs aurait du attendrir les officiers 
allemands. lis etaient ferrhds a tout sentiment de gen6rosite et quand les 
femmes criaient en elevant les bras " Tuez-nous aussi ! .Tuez-nous aussi ! " 
ils les repoussaient brutalement. 

Sur leur ordre les soldats tirferent et bient6t dix-huit cadavres joncherent 
le sol. Parmi eux se trouvaient le docteur Jacques et son fils, Henri, a peine 
ag6 de 16 ans. Ce pauvre enfant disait: " Je suis trop jeune, je n'ai pas le 
courage de mburir." Pour toute reponse il regut plusieurs balles dans le corps. 
Quatre pretres furent assassin^s avec ces malheureux, les curds d'Anh6e, de 
Onhaye, de Surice et I'abbe Gaspiard. 

Aprhs la ddcharge les soldats s'apercevant que plusieurs victimes n'dtaien 
pas mortes les achev^ferent ^ coups de crosse, et parmi elles le cure de Surice, 
I'abbd Poskin, qui eut la tete horriblement tum6fi6e. ' 

Comme les bandits qui d^pouillent leurs victimes, le coup fait, les 
Allemands, d'apres deux t6moins trhs ydridiques, fouill^rent les cadavres, 
prirent les montres, les bagues, les porte-aionnaie et portefeuilles. M. Schmid, 
lebeau-frere du curd de Surice, portait une somme de 3000 francs ; elle lui 
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blood that run between these two countries are too vast ever to admit of a 
reconciliation. If Germany had but waged war upon us as Japan waged war 
on Russia, how different would have been the prospects of the future. But 
these so-called civilised Germans of the West have borne -themselves like 
Barbarians, in shameful contrast to that honourable Asiatic people who did 
not fail to respect the Law of Nations ; and what has been the result ? Ten 
years after they had waged war against one another, an alliance has been 
concluded between the Japanese and Russians who had learned to respect 
each other on the battlefield ! 

The Huns entered Surice in the evening on the 24th August, 1914, and by 
way of a prelude to the atrocious scenes they were to enact the following day, 
set fire to a few houses. The unhappy inhabitants spent the night in an 
agony of suspense, tortured by fear. Next morning the soldiers, following 
their usual plan, drove the wretched folk from their homes and marched them 
to a piece of waste land known as the Fosses, a spot well adapted for an 
execution. On the outskirts of this dismal tract the murderers separated the 
men from the women and then shot them. When they were drawn up to 
act as living targets the amazement of the wives, mothers, and sisters of the 
doomed men — amazement which was soon transformed into wild grief — ought, 
one would hAve thought, to have touched the hearts of the German officers ; 
but they were proof against every sentiment of pity and magnanimity, and 
when the women cried, with outstretched arms, " Kill us too ! Oh ! Kill us 
too ! " they thrust them brutally away. At the word of command the soldiers 
fired, and swiftly eighteen corpses strewed the ground. Among them were 
Doctor Jacques and his son Henri, a boy of barely sixteen. " I am too young," 
were the poor child's words ; " I have not the courage to die.'' Their only 
reply was to riddle his body with bullets. Four priests were murdered with 
these ill-fated people^— the curis of Anhde, Onhaye, and Surice, and the Abb6 
Gaspiard. 

After they had fired, the soldiers noticed thEil several of the victims were 
still living. They finished them off with the butt end of their rifles. Among 
those who shared this fate was the Abb^ Poskin, the curS of Surice, whose 
heeCd was horribly battered and bruised. Like highwaymen who rob their 
murdered victims, the Germans, according to the statements of trustworthy 
witnesses, rifled the dead and possessed themselves of their watches, rings, 
purses, and pocket-books, and anything they could lay their hands on. 
Monsieur Schmid, the brother-in-law of the cur^ of Surice, had three thousand 
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fut enlevee et le corps du docteur Jacques fut ^galement ddpouilld d'une 
somme importante, 

Cette tuerie avait 6te prdcddee de nombreuses atrocit^s. Un vieillard de 
88 ans, chantre de la paroisse, Charles Colot, fut abattu sur sa porte et, detail 
horrible, le corps ayant ete roule dans une couverture on y mit le feu, des 
soldats supposant qu'il vivait encore. Pendant la " marche 4 la mort " vers le 
lieu de I'execution toutes les personnes rencontrees par les soldats tomb^rent 
sous leurs coups. Une femme s'^tant jet^e dans un jardin k leur approche y 
fut poursuivie et tuee k coups de bafonnette sans que les meurtriers eussent 
pitie des petits qui suppliaient qu'on epargnat leur m^re. Uh campagnard 
qui sortait de sa maison en feu, portant sa belle-mfere impotente, dg^e de 
8o ans fut empoigne par ses bourreaux et tandis qu'ils jetaient la vieille 
femme dans un fosse voisin ils fusillaient I'homme sur la route meme, sans qu'il 
ait pu faire un geste ou prononcer une parole. D'autres assassinats du m^me 
genre se produisirent. Apres avoir commis ces crimes et depouill6 les 
cadavres les Allemands pillferent les maisons. Tout fut impitoyablement 
saccage. Puis le feu d^yora les habitations du village a I'exception de huit. 
Cent-vingt-trois disparurent dans la fournaise. 

Quatre jours auparavant, le 20 Aoflt, Andenne avait vu commencer son 
supplice. Comme des troupes allemandes defilaient dans ses rues un coup de 
feu retentit. D'ou venait-il ? Aucun habitant ne I'ayant tire, ron suppose que 
par accident une arme allemande aura et6 d^chargee. Aussitdt les soldats, 
pris de panique, se croyant attaqu^s par des francs-tireurs, francs-tireurs 
imaginaires que Ton ne devait rencontrer nuUe part, commeno^rent k se livrer 
aux pires forfaits, La plupart portaient une hache. Elle leur servit a fendre- 
les portes, a briser des volets et k detruire tout ce que contenaient les maisons 
qu'ils envahissaient. lis n'epargnerent aucun meuble, aucun objet. Les 
hommes qu'ils rencontrerent dans les habitations prises d'assaut furent tu6s 
soit k coups de fusil, soit a coups de hache. Puis ces crimes accomplis ils 
s'install^rent dans les caves et videjrent de nombreuses bouteilles. Ivres, fous, 
dements, ils mirent le feu k quelques maisons, outragerent les femmes et 
viol^rent des jeunes filles. 

Le lendemain ayant cuve leurs vins ils chasserent les habitants de leurs 
maisons et les dirig^rent vers la place des Tilleuls. La douloureuse theorie, 
tant k Andenne qu'a Surice, offrit le spectacle le plus navrant, le plus 
emouyant. La voici qu'elle debouche. Femmes et enfants marchent en tete, 
pleurant et se d^solant, puis ce sont des vieillards qui chancellent achaque pas, 
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francs with him. This was tclken, and the body of Doctor Jacques was also 
robbed of a considerable sum. 

This butchery had been preceded by numerous atrocities. Charles Colot, 
the parish clerk, an old man of eighty-eight, was felled on his doorstep, and 
horrible to relate, the body was rolled up in a counterpane and set on fire 
the soldiers believing he was still alive. All who encountered the " procession 
of death " on the way to the place of execution fell beneath the blows of the 
soldiers. One woman having darted into a garden as they came along was 
pursued and bayoneted, the murderers turning a deaf ear to the pleadings 
of her little ones, who implored them to spare their mother's life. A 
countryman who was coming out of his burning dwelling carrying his 
mother-in-law — a helpless invalid of eighty — ^was seized by the ruffians, who 
tossed the old woman into a ditch and shot the man then and there without 
giving him time to make a sign or utter a word. Other crimes of the same 
kind were committed. After doing these murders and despoiling the dead, 
the Germans looted the dwellings. Everything was pitilessly rummaged and 
ransacked. Last came fire, which devoured all the dwelling-houses of the 
village save eight. One hundred and twenty-three were swallowed up in, the 
conflagration. 

Four days earlier — on the 20th August — Andenne had witnessed the com- 
mencement of its sufferings.- While the German troops were marching 
through the streets a rifle shot rang out. Where did it come from ? As 
none of the inhabitants had fired, it can only be surmised that a German hadi 
discharged a rifle accidentally. Immediately panic took possession of the 
soldiers. They thought they were being attacked by francs-tireurs, and 
began to indulge in the wildest excesses of brutality. 

Most of them carried axes which they used to break down doors, smash 
in. shutters, and destroy everything in the houses into which they forced an 
entry, Not a single thing escaped them. Any men they found in the houses 
they did to death with rifle or axe, and, these crimes accomplished, they- 
betook themselves to the cellars and drained bottle after bottle. Then, 
mad with drink, they went about setting fire to houses, violating women and 
young girls. 

Next day, having slept off the effects of their debauch, they expelled the 
people from their houses and drove them towards the Place des Tilleuls. At 
Andenne, as at Surice, the spectacle was of the most moving and heartrend- 
ing description. The procession comes in sight ; women and children walk 
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suivis d^hommes deji blesses et dont le sang rougit le linge. Les plus valides 
ferment cette thdorie douloureuse, maltrait^s, insult^s par les soldats dont 
I'irritation n'a fait que croltre depuis les libations de la veille. Au milieu de 
ce troupeau humain plusieurs brouettes orient sous le poids des malades 
qu'elles transportent nul n'ayant pu rester a I'irlterieur des habitations. 
Document^ par les femnies qui ont dchappe au massacre un peintre ne 
pourra-t-il montrer, avec le secours du talent, cette processioade martyrs, I'une 
des visions les plus navrantes de ces jours rouges a c6t^ desquelles les V^prfis 
et les Pdques les''plus terribles de I'Histoire furent en r^alite peu de chose. 

Lorsque la procession des martyrs atteignit la place des Tilleuls, cinq 
hommes tomb^rent sous les balles des assassins sans que rien n'e(it explique 
cette hate dans le crime. Apres la separation des femmes et des hommes 
cinquante de ceux-ci, en deux endroits differents mais proches de la place, 
furent massacres. Tuerie hideuse, mais k c6te de cette orgie sanglante que 
d'atrocites criant vengeance. . . . Void I'une d'ellesj- toutes leS femmes 
emmenees place des Tilleuls peuvent la certifier exacte. Deux blesses y 
avaient etd deposes sur le sol oti ils se tordaient en prpie k de terribles souf- 
frances, I'un ayant regu une balle dans la poitrine, I'autre non loin du cceur un 
coup de batonnette. La face contre terre ces malheureux gemissaient en 
reclamant a boire. Nul ne put leur porter secours, personne n'humecta leurs 
Ifevres et ils expir^rent en exhalant une derni^re plainte. 

Partout a Andenne les haches agirent comme les baionnettes et les fusils. 
Exemples : Sortant de sa demeure un habitant emportait son beau-p^re, 
vieillard de 80 ans, casse par I'^ge et la peur, lorsqu'il regut I'ordre de lever Iss 
bras. S'il obeissait le bon vieux s'6croulait dans la rue, faute de soutien. 
Comme il hesitait, un soldat, une brute ivre, se jeta sur lui et lui porta un 
terrible coup de sa hache dans le cou. Par TafTreuse blessure son sang 
giclait et il s'affaissait prfes de I'entree de sa maison. Sa femme sortant de 
I'habitation et poussant un grand cri, voulut le secourir, D'autres soldats la 
repousserent et, tandis qu'elle suppliait, les mains jointes, ceux qui la couchaient 
en joue, de lui permettre de se rapprocher de son epoux, le malheureux 
succomba, aprfes une agonie atroce. 

A une distance insignifiante de la place des Tilleuls, ou cinquante inno- 
cents venaient de p^rir, d'autres soldats, se repandant dans un reseau de 
rues, pill^rent saccag^rent et incendi^rent. Ils s'emparferent de huit hommes 
appartenant a la m^me famille et les emmenerent dans une prairie voisine. 
Les uns furent fusilles, les autres tu^s et mutil^s a coups de hache. Tous les 
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in front, weeping and wailing; then come the old men tottering at every 
step, and these are followed by men already wounded, whose blood crimsons 
all the line of march. The strongest bring up the rear of this lugubrious 
cortege. They are mocked and buffeted by the soldiers, whose violence 
and ill-temper the libations of the night before have but served to augment. 

With the details which the women who escaped death will be able to 
supply, what a picture an artist will be able to paint of this procession of 
martyrs! It will be the most heartbreaking vision of all these days of 
bloodshed, beside which the most terrible tragedies in history were in reality 
as nothing. 

When the long file of sufferers reached the Place des Tilleuls, five men 
fell beneath Jthe bullets of the assassins^ no explanation being forthcoming of 
this haste. • When the women had been separated from the men, fifty of the 
latter were done to death. Abominable butchery ! but besides this orgy of 
blood how many other atrocities are there that cry aloud for vengeance ? 
Here, for example, is one of them. All the women who were brought to the 
Place des Tilleuls can vouch for the truth of it. Two wounded men had been 
laid on the ground, where they remained a prey to the most terrible sufferings. 

. One had a bullet wound in the chest, the other a bayonet thrust in tiie region 
of the heart. Lying face downwards, they expired breathing out a final 
moan. At Andenne axe, bayonet, and rifle all did the same work of murder 
and devastation. Coming out of his house, an inhabitant was carrying his 
father-in-law, an old man of eighty, rendered helpless by age and terror, when ' 
he received the order "Hands up!" Had he obeyed, the poor old fellow 

. would have dropped down in the street for lack of support. Seeing the man 
hesitate, a drunken brute of a soldier rushed at him and struck him a terrible 
blow in the neck with his axe. Blood gushed out from the frightful wound, 
and he fell unconscious near the threshold of his house. His wife rushed out 
shrieking, and tried to go to his assistance. Some other soldiers thrust her 
back, and while she beseeched them, with clasped hands, to suffer her to 
approach her husband, they levelled their rifles at her to keep her away, and 
the unhappy man succumbed after enduring agonies of pain. 

Within a stone's throw of the Place des Tilleuls, where fifty innocent 
victims had been done to death, other soldiers, spreading about the network 
of streets, pillaged, sacked, and burned. They seized eight men belonging to 
the same family, and took them into a field near by. Some they shot, the 
rest they killed and mutilated with their axes. All the witnesses speak of a 
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t^moins parlent d'un soldat k la ch.evelure,fauve, ayant une balafre a la figure, 
qui se montra d'une f^rocitd acharn^e, d'une cruaute inouKe. Arm6 de sa 
hache il fit aux victimes d'horribles blessures, et il abattit la t6te d'un enfant 
qui voulait se jeter dans les bras de sa mere. 

D'ailleurs, en frappant, les bourreaux s'exaltaient et si dans les regards ils 
trouvaient la condamnation de leurs crimes ils tuaient sans pitie. Une 
femme et un jeune gar5on furent massacr& pour n'avoir pu dissimuler leur 
horreur de tant de crimes, massacres k coups de hache. 

Le bourgmestre d'Andenne, le docteur Camus, p^rit comme la plupart de 
ses administrds. , Ce digne vieillard kg6 de 70 ans, comprenant sa responsa- 
bilite, en magistrat prudent, avait, plusieurs jours avant I'arriv^e des Allemands 
invito la population au calme. Des appels dans ce sens avaient et6 placardes 
sur tous les murs. De plus toutes les armes avaient 6te remises k I'Hdtel 
' de Ville et le bourgmestre s'etait rendu chez les habitants connus par leurs 
sentiments francophiles pour leur donner de sages avis. Tous avaient promis 
de remplir leur devoir. 

M. Camus s'etait done conduit en magistrat eclaire et prudent. Pourquoi 
les Allemands devaient-ils s'acharner sur lui ayec une haine inexplicable ? 

Le 21 Aoiit, d^s les premieres heures matinales, ils p6n6trerent chez le 
bourgmestre et le chass^rent dans la rue. Les invita-t-il au calme } Leur 
reprocha-t-il leur barbaric contre une population paisible et innocente .' 
Toujdurs est-il qu'ils tirerent sur lui et comme il respirait encore ils le 
frapp^rent a coups de hache. Leur rage n'en fut pas encore satisfaite et 
se ruant sur son cadavre ils le trainerent par les pieds. Bientdt sa tete ne 
fut plus qu'une bouillie sanguinqlente a^ demi-recouverte de terre, se butant a 
tous les paves de la rue. Cette mort affreuse unit a jamais le nom du docteur 
Camus acelui de la cite martyre. 

La tuerie d'Andenne devrait plutot etre appel^e une boucherie, nombre 
de personnes, parmi les 300 environ qui succoraberent, ayant 6t6 tuees a 
coups de hache. Dans ce total sinistre il faut compter les victimes de Seilles, 
localite sceur situ^e sur la Hve gauche de la Meuse. Plus de trois cents 
maisons furent incendi^es apres avoir et6 saccagees et huit cents 6tages, em- 
prisonn^s dans trois petites maisons, subirent pendant huit jours les tortures 
de la faim. 

Aucun Allemand n'ayant 6te tu6 k Andenne on|ne pent expliquer la fureur 
des Teutons que par la vigoureuse resi!stance des troupes beiges non loin 
de 1^. Nos braves avaient d^truit un pont, obstru6 un tunnel, harcel6 I'ennemi. 
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yellow-haired soldier with a scar on his cheek, who behaved with incredible 
ferocity. Armed with his axe, he hacked and gashed his victims in the most 
horrible manner, and broke open the head of a little child that attempted to 
run to its mother's arms. The butchers gloried in the blows they struck, and 
if in the eyes of their victims they read the condemnation of their crimes, they 
paid no heed but went on slaying without pity. A woman and a young boy, 
because they did not disguise the horror they felt at all the crimes they 
witnessed, were murdered with an axe. The Burgomaster of Andenne 
Dr. Camus, perished, as did the majority of his patients. This worthy old 
man, who was over seventy years of age, recognising the responsibility which 
rested on him as a magistrate, had, several days before the arrival of the 
Germans, exhorted the people to remain calm. Appeals to this effect had 
been posted up all over the town. Moreover, arms of all kinds had been 
surrendered at the Town Hall, and the Burgomaster had been round giving 
wfse counsel to all who were known to be imbued with Francophile sympa- 
thies. Every one had promised to do his duty. As Monsieur Camus's conduct 
had thus been such as became a wise and prudent magistrate, it is impossible 
to explain why the Germans should have treated him with such exceptional 
violence. On the 2ist August, in the early hours of the morning, they entered 
the Burgomcister's house and drove him out into the street. Whether he 
requested them to be calm ; whether he upbraided them for their barbarous 
treatment of people whose conduct was beyond reproach, we do not know. 
At any rate they fired at . him, and then, as he was still breathing, they struck 
him with their axes. Even this did not appease their fury. They seized 
the corpse, and dragged it along by the feet. Soon his head was nothing but 
bleeding pulp, half covered with mud, bumping along the stones of the street. 
By reason of the terrible death that befel him, the name of Doctor Camus will 
for ever remain associated with that of the martyred city. 

The slaughter at Andenne should more strictly be termed a butchery, 
since, of the three hundred victims, who suffered death, a great many were slain 
with the axe. In this sinister total we must include those who fell at Seilles— 
the sister locality — situated on the left bank of the Meuse. More than three 
hundred houses were sacked and burned ; and eight hundred' hostages, 
imprisoned in three small houses, were compelled to undergo, for a whole 
week, all the tortures of hunger. As no German was killed at Andenne, such 
violence is only to be explained by the fact that the Belgians had offered a 
valiant resistance not far from there. Our brave fellows had destroyed a bridge, 
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En fallait-il plus pour inciter les Allemands k prendre leur revanche sur des 
hommes desarm^s, des femmes et des enfants? Rappelez-vous leurs forfaits 
au lendemain de leur premiere attaque sterile centre les forts da Liege ! 
M^me m^thode, meme mentality. Le general von Bulow qui commandait en 
chef k Lidge, a, dans une proclamation lancee aux autorit^s communales de 
cette ville, le 22 Aoiit 1914, donn^ une autre version pour tenter de justifier 
le crime. 

" Les habitants de la Jville d'Andenne, apr^s avoir protest^ de leurs intetf- 
tions pacifiques, ont fait une surprise traitre sur nos troupes. C'est avec mon 
consentement que le General en chef a fait brftler toute la locality et que 
cent personnes environ ont etd fusilldes. - Je porte ce fait k la connaissance 
de la Ville de Li^ge pour que les Lidgeois se representent le sort dont ils sont 
menaces s'ils prenaient pareille attitude." 

La " surprise tra.itre " ne s'est jamais produite et le General en chef dont 
le nom n'est malheureusement pas connu a dfi I'inventer pour tenter d'expliquer 
le massacre d'Andenne, L'on aime k supposer que M. von Bulow n'a pas 
connu I'emploi fdroce fait de leur hache par les soldats de cet officier sup^rieur." 
II ne parle que de cent personnes tuees alorsqu'il y en a plus de trois cents, 
celles de Seilles comprises. Decidement, cette proclamation, servant de menace 
odieuse, prouve combien le General elait mal renseigne, mais elle trahit 
cependant I'esprit qui dictait aux chefs tous leurs actes. Comme on I'a ecrit si 
justement, d'autres localites ont plus souffert qu'Andenne mais nulle autre 
ville beige ne fut le theatre d'autant de scenes de ferocite, de cruaut^ et de 
rage. v 
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blocked a tunnel, and generally harassed the enemy. And what more was 
required to incite the Germans to take their revenge on defenceless men and 
women and children ? Remember the crimes they committed after their first 
fruitless attack on the forts of Lidge. General von Bulow, the German 
Commander-in-Chief at Liege, in a proclamation issued to the municipal 
authorities of that city, on the 22nd August, 1914, in an attempt to justify the 
crime, has given another version of what took place. 

" The inhabitants of the town of Andenne, although they had protested 
their peaceful intentions, made a treacherous attack on our troops. It was 
with my consent that the senior General caused the whole place to be given 
to the flames, and that some hundred persons were shot. I bring this fact to 
the notice of the people of the city of Liege in order that they may understand 
the fate that will bfefall them if they adopt a similar course." 

The " treacherous surprise attack " never took place, and the senior 
General — whose name, unfortunately, is unknown to us — undoubtedly in- 
vented it in order to explain the Andenne massacre. One would like to 
believe that Monsieur von Bulow was unaware of the barbarous use which the 
men under the command of this officer of high rank made of their axes. He 
speaks of only one hundred people being killed, whereas, including those at 
Seilles, the number of victims exceeded three hundred. Certainly this pro- 
clamation, with its odious threat, shows how ill-informed the General was ; 
but it also betrays the spirit which animated the leaders of the German Army 
in everything they did. It is no doubt true that several other districts 
suffered more than Andenne; but no other Belgian town witnessed such 
scenes of ferocity, cruelty, and rage. 



CHAPITRE VIII 

IV. — LA TERRE DES MARTYRS. 
Tamines. 

LES Allemands etaient arrives le 2i Aout a 5 heures de I'apr^s- 
midi k Tamines pour y combattre les Frangais. Dans une partie 
_J de cette ville de 5700 habitants, sans qu'aucun coup de fusil n'y 
ait ete tire par un civil, ils arrach^rent les pauvres gens de leurs 
demeures, pillerent celles-ci et les incendierent, exasperes des sympathies 
wallonnes pour la France. 

Le lendemain, 22 Aout, d^s quatre heures du matin, ils enfonc^rent la porte 
d'autres habitations et, p^n6trant 4 I'int^rieur, y mirent le feu en employant 
une petite seringue. Ils ne manquaient done pas de variety dans les moyens 
d'activer un foyer d'incendie. Et quand ils n'avaient pas recours a leurs pastilles 
incendiaires, le petrole, etc., ils trouvaient rapidement ce qui pouvait les 
remplacer. Expulses de leurs maisons, les hommes, femmes et enfants furenl 
assembles au nombre de huit a neuf cents et dirlges du c6te ou la fusillade 
frangaise g^nait les Allemands. Derriere ce rempart vivant ils d^fil^rent 
manceuvrant a I'aise, les Fran^ais ayant cesse le feu pour ne pas tuer les civils. 

Tandis que les troupes allemandes poussaient en avant, refoulant les soldats 
de la R^publique, inf(6rieurs' en nombre, celles qui avaient mission de mas- 
sacrer les gens desarmes contraignirent la population de se rendre aux Alloux 
oil elles la tinrent prisonni^re. II se produisit la des scenes lamentables 
Les Teutons obligeaient des enfants, a coups de crosse, a crier "Vive 
rAllemagne ! " tandis qu'ils refusaient toute nourriture aux prisonniers. 'Ces 



CHAPTER Vlir. 

IV. — THE LAND OF THE MARTYRS 
Tamines 

A T five o'clock in the afternoon of the ,.2ist August the Germans 

/^L arrived at Tamines, where they were to give battle to the 

f % French. 

In one part of that town, with its 5700 inhabitants, although 
not a single shot was fired by any civilian, they expelled the poor creatures 
from their houses, which they then sacked and burnt out of pure exasperation 
at the Francophile sentiments of the Walloons. 

As early as four o'clock on the morning of the following day — the 22nd5 
August — they began to batter in the doors of other houses, which they- 
proceeded to enter, setting fire to them by means of small syringes containing 
some inflammable liquid. It will thus be seen that their methods of causing 
and spreading fires were not devoid of variety. When they did not make use 
of their incendiary capsules, petrol, etc., they quickly discovered something to - 
take their place. 

Hunted from their homes, men, women, and children were collected 
together to the number of eight or nine hundred, and sent off to where the 
Germans were being harassed by the French rifle fire. Behind this living 
rampart the Germans defiled, manceuvring at their ease, since the Frenclv 
ceased fire in order to avoid injuring the civilians. 

While the German troops were pushing forward, sweeping back the 
soldiers of the Republic — who were in numerical inferiority — those who had 
been told off" to massacre the civilians ordered the latter to proceed to Les 
AUoux, where they were made prisoners. Here most distressing scenes were 
enacted. The Germans made the children shout "Long live Germ?iny!" 
threatening to hit them with the butt end of their rifles if they did not comply. 
To the prisoners they refused to give any food; These latter had had nothirjg 

G 
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malheureux qui n'avaient rien pris depuis 4 heures du matin (et il 6tait 5 
heures du soir) n'h^sitferent pas k boire de I'eau venant des houill^res voisines 
pour se ddsalt^rer. Avant de les assassiner les Allemands les suppliciaient 
comme ils le pouvaient, suivant la gen^rosite de leur cceur ! Quelques 
personnes ont pu fuir, echappant ainsi k la mort. On a vu une famille se 
refugier dans un trou a pores devant une ferme en feu. D'autres personnes 
6tant venues les rejoindre, ces " rescap^s " furent obliges de s'entasser au 
nombre de dix-sept dans la porcherie. Leur sort fut moins dur toutefois que 
celui des femmes obligees de s'agenouiller devant les Allemands et les mains 
jointes d'implorer grdce pour leur vie. A quoi des officiers, le revolver en 
main, rdpondaient en un frangais tr^s pur, qu'elles seraient fusill6es, ayant 
tir6 sur les soldats. 

"Qui a tire ? " interrogea une prisonnifere. 
" Toute la ville ! " 

II se produisit des protestations, ^touflfees par des coups de crosse. Fer- 
sonne tiavait tire ! Tandis que ces ev^nements se succ^daient la commune 
etait livree au pillage et a I'incendie, et des soldats vidaient les caves et 
s'enivraient cdpieusement. L'exemple etait donne, d'ailleurs, par les chefs, et 
au presbytere, c'est un officier qui a exige le vin qui s^ trouvait et qu'il a fait 
enlever par ses hommes. 

A diverses reprises les pillards • tir^rent sur les habitants et plusieurs 
en fuyant furent tu^s. Ainsi se prdparait la grande trag^die. Nous avons 
parle de cette foule de huit a neuf cents personnes "^ environ qui avait et6 
exposije au feu des Frangais. On s6para vers six heures du soir les 
hommes des femmes, et au nombre de 450 environ les premiers furent 
conduits pres de I'dglise, les soldats s'adoBsant au temple, tandis que les 
prisormiers avaient la Sambre defrifere eux. 

' Jamais en Belgique, meme a Dinant, on ne ~vit autant d'infortunes 
r^unis pour une execution. L'etat-fflajtfr allemand avait d^cidd, pour assurer 
ses communications, de mater les Beiges, de tuer toute idee de r^volte, 
d'accomplir un grand coup en montrant ce dont ^tait capahje I'AIlemagne. 
Ce grand coup fut un grand crime, et la nation allemande toute enti^re 
en sera demain responsable. 

Lorsque ces 450 hommes, it qui les Huns n'avaient rien k reprocher 
individuellem&nt furent ^Kf n^s face aux soldats du Kaiser, des officiers 
ordonnerent le feU dt 'plusieurs salves furent tiroes. Mais il est moins ais6 
que ces "h^ros" ne le supposaient de supprimer en une minute un groupe 
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since four o'clock in the morning (it was now five in the afternoon), and to 
quench their thirst they drank eagerly of the water from the colliery works hard 
by. Before murdering them, the Germans put them to every kind of torture 
they could think of... A few managed to get away, and thus escaped death. 
One family were seen to take refuge in a pig-stye in front of a burning farm- 
house ; others <:ame and joined them ; and all these fugitives, to the number of 
seventeen, crowded into this place of refuge. Their lot, however, was not so 
hard as that of some women who had tp kneel before their captors imploring 
them, with claspedTiands, to spare their lives. Some officers, revolver in hand, 
told them, in excellent French, that they would be shot because they had fired 
on the troops. " Who fired on the troops ? " asked one of the women. " The 
whole town," was the answer. The -protest that followed was silended by 
blows from the butt end of their captors' rifles. No one had fired. 

While these events were taking place, the Commune was being given over to 
fire and pillage. The soldiers emptied, the cellars and got drunk freely. More- 
over, the leaders set the example, and at the Presbytery it was an officer who 
demanded the wine, which he ordered his men to remove. Time and again 
the bandits fired on the people, several of whom were killed as they fled. 
Such was the prelude to, the great tragedy to come. 

We have spoken of the crowd of some eight or nine hundred people who 
had been exposed to the fire of the French-troops. About six o'clock in 
the evening the men were separated from the women, and the former, to 
the number of about four hundred and fifty, were marched pff to a place 
close to the church. The soldiers took their stand along by the wall of the 
building, while their prisoners had only the waters of the Sambre behind them. 
Never before — not even at Dinaiit — had there been so many hapless creatures 
assembled together to meet their doom. To secure their lines of communica- 
tion the German General Staff had made, up their minds to crush the Belgians, 
and, in order to impress them with, the hopelessness of resistance, to carry out 
some great coup which should show them what Germany was capable of 
performing. This " great coup " was a " great crime," and the whole German 
nation will, in due time, be called to account for it. 

When these four hundred and fifty men who, individually, were innocent of 
any offence against the Germans, had been drawn up in line facing the soldiers 
of the Kaiser, the officers gave the command to fire, and,' several volldys were 
discharged. But. it .was not such an easy task as these- "heroes " imagined, to 
wipe out in a single moment this band of four hundred and fifty doomed men 
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de 450 condamn^s. lis firent done appel a une mitrailleuse et son feu 
faucha les hommes qui n'dtaient pas tomb^s et qui regardaient les hour* 
reaux esperant d'eux un peu de piti6. 

Aprfes cette sinistre intervention il se produisit cette chose inouie, extra- 
ordinaire, invraisemblable et cependant combien vraie, les officiers de la 
premiere airm^e du monde, comme ils le proclament en AUemagne, les 
fils d'un pays si fier de ses artistes, de ses savants, de ses progres, 
de sa civilisation, officiers appartenant pour la plupart a la noblesse, 
s'avanc^rent vers le lieu de la tuerie et, marchant parmi les cadavres, les 
soulev^rent afin de constater s'ils ne cachaient pas des blesses. lis en 
d^couvrirent plusieurs attelnts l^gerement et leur ordonn^rent de se lever. 
Quand au prix des plus penibles efforts ils y furent parvenus, avec I'espoir ' 
qu'ils obtiendraient la vie sauve, un feu de peloton commande par ces 
monstres k face humaine, les renversa et de plusieurs unites ils augmen- 
terent le nombre des morts. 

Les Allemands s'en content^rent-ils } Non . . . Des g^missements 
s'etant eleves de ce champ de bataille oii Ton avait non combattu mais 
massacre, les soldats, baionnette en avant, se dirigerent vers les agonisants 
et leur planterent leur arme dans la poitrine. Rien de plus terrible que 
I'aspect de ce charnier ! Tant de sang coulait des blessures faites par 
les balles ou les baionnettes qu'il emplissait bientdt une rigole voisine et 
rougissait la Sambre oii le courant emportait de nombreux cadavres. 
Pendant 24 heures les morts rest^rent etendus en cet endroit, puis les 
bourreaux se deciderent a faire creuser une fosse immense afin d'y ensevelir 
leur crime. lis firent appel aux habitants que la soldatesque avait 
^pargnds et Ton vit des peres enterrer leurs enfants et des fils leurs peres. 

Pendant que leur travail funebre s'accomplissait, les femmes des victimes 
qUiy ^perdues de douleur avaient suivi le cortege, comme hypnotisqes par 
cette tombe enorme, regardaient s'accomplir ce labeur macabre en se de^ 
mandant si elles n'etaient pas le jouet de quelque effroyable cauchemar. 

Au moment m^me oil I'^pouvantable massacre s'accomplissait, sur d'autres 
points de la commune des scenes non moins tragiques se produisaient ; deux 
cents personnes environ en etaient victimes, fusillees oil tuees a coups de 
crosse, quelquefois a coups de baionnette. On ne saura tr^s exactement le 
chiffre des morts qu'au lendemain de la guerre, quand on donnera aux 
victimes de la barbarie germanique une sepulture definitive, et que tous les 
refugi^s en pays etrangers seront rentr^s en Belgique. A cette 6poque les 
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They therefore brought a machine gun into play, and its fire mowed down 
thpse who remained to be killed, and who were gazing into their murderers' 
faces in the vain hope of discovering there some trace of compassion. 

After this sinister event there occurred something unheard of, something 
extraordinary and incredible, but nevertheless true. The officers of this army 
— the finest army in the world, as they proclaim it in Germany — the sons of 
a country so proud of its artists, its scholars, its progress, its civilization, 
officers belonging for the most part to the aristocracy, made their way to the 
scene of the massacre and, walking in among the victims, lifted them up in 
order to make sure that they did not conceal any who were merely wounded. 
They discovered several who had only been slightly hit, and these they 
commanded to stand up. When, after the most painful efforts, they succeeded 
in doing so, hoping that their lives would be spared, a platoon at the command 
of these monsters with human faces fired a volley into their midst. They 
fell dead, and thus many others were added to the toll of victims. Were the 
Germans content with this ? By no means. The sound of groans rising up 
from this "field of battle," where not a combat but a massacre had been 
enacted, soldiers with fixed bayonets advanced towards the dying, and stabbed 
them in the breast. Nothing could be more terrible than the sight of this 
scene of slaughter. Blood flowed in such abundance from wounds inflicted by 
bullet or bayonet that it soon filled a neighbouring gulley, reddening the 
Sambre, in whose waters drifted the dead body of many a victim. For 
twenty-four hours they lay stiff" and stark, and then their murderers decided to 
dig an immense grave, in order to conceal the evidence of their crime. They 
summoned such civilians as the soldiers had spared, to perform the task, and 
fathers were seen burying their children, and sons their fathers. 

While this heartrending toil was being accomplished, the wives of the 
victims who, distraught with grief, had followed the procession, gazed at this 
enormous tomb like people in a trance, and looked on at the gruesome work 
wondering whether or not they were the sport of some dreadful nightmare. 
Even while the terrible slaughter was going on, scenes no less tragic were 
being enacted at other places in the district. The victims numbered two 
hundred or so, shot or bludgeoned ; a few stabbed with the bayonet. 

Not until after the war, when these victiriis of German barbarity come to be 
laid in their final resting-place, and when all those. who have fled for refuge 
into foreign countries have returrted to Belgium, shall we know the exact 
number of the dead. Evidence will then be forthcoming in abundance, and 
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t^moignages abonderont et le mystere qui plane encore sur la disparition 
de families entiferes, victimes de la furie germanique, s'^clairciraT 

D'autres communes de la provincp de Namur ont subi un sort aussi 
terrible. Plusieurs, aprfes le passage des troupes allemandes, n'existaJent plus. 
A Spontin il ne restait plus que trois maisons sur 130 ; 4 Willerzies sur 138, 
113 avaient 6t6 d^truites ; a Frasnes 150 incendiees sur 185 ! Trois cantons 
se partagent la province de Namur ; celui de Dinant eut k d^plorer I'incendie 
de 2232 maisons ; celui de Namur 1710; le canton de Philippeville 1301, soit 
pour toute la province 5243 habitations detruites. 

Lorsque las Allemands s'avanc^rent vers la fronti^re frangaise et 
s'arr^t^rent, comme fatigues de leurs crimes, on pouvait dire avec le poete 
Marcel Wyseur : 

" Devant eux tout h fui. Us campagfus sottt vides 
Et sur les ruines lividts 
Camperit les Huns, les Huns sotiflas. 
Us sent repus de meurtre et gorgh de pillage, 
Et les villes et les villages 
Flambent lH-bas. 

Ttlles des torches menstrueuses et sauvages 
Tordant leurs iras vers les nuages 
Rouges et lourds sous le del has. , . ." 

On a pretendu que lorsque la Belgique fera le compte de ses pertes il 
apparaitra que la guerre y fit plus de victimes dans la population civile que 
parmi les hommes appeMs a servir le pays sur les champs de bataille. " Ces 
provisions, expose le dixieme rapport de la commission d'enqu^te, que la 
raisoh se refusait k accepter, sont d^s 4 present confirmees en ce qui concerne 
la province de Namur oii dans certaines regions la moitie de la population 
mile et adulte a disparu. 

" Le Namurois a vecu au vingtieme si^cle toute I'Opouvante des anciennes 
guerres avec leur accompagnement 14gendaire de massacres, de massacres en 
masse de la population, d'orgies sanglantes, de mises k sac et d'incendies de 
' villes enti^res. Les exploits des bandes mercenaires du dix-septi^me sifecle 
ont kX.i dOpassOs par ceux de I'armOe nationale d'un pays qui persiste k 
revendiquer la premiere place parmi les peuples de haute civilisation." 

On le sait, on le sait trop, ce sont les attaques isolees des francs-tireurs qui 
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the mystery that still shrouds the fate of whole families of victims will be 
cleared up. 

Other Communes of the Province of Namur suffered a lot equally terrible. 
Several, when the host of German troops had at length passed through, had 
been wiped out altogether. At Spontin three houses were left out of one 
hundred and thirty. At Willerzies one hundred and thirteen, out of one 
hundred and thirty-eight houses, had been destroyed. Of one hundred and 
eighty-five houses at Frasnes, one hundred and fifty had been given to the 
flames. The Province of Namur is divided into three cantons. The Canton 
of Dinant bewailed the loss of 2232 houses destroyed by fire. In the Canton 
of Namur the number was 17 10, and in the Canton of Philippeville 1301, 
making a total for the whole Province of 5243 houses given to destruction. 

When the Germans advanced towards the French frontier and paused as 
though weary with their crimes, one might say in the words of Marcel 
Wyseur : 

" Vmant tux tout dfui, Its camfagnes sunt vida 
JSi sur les ruines livides 
Campeni les Huns, les Huns sont las. 
lis sont repus de meurtre et gorges de pillage, 
Et les villes et les villages 
Flambent Id-bas, 

Telles des torches monstrueuses et sauvages 
Tordant leurs bras vers les nuages 
Rouges et lourds sous le citl bas, . . " 

It has been said that when Belgium comes to take account of her losses, it 
will be found that the war will have claimed more victims among the civil 
population than among the men called to serve beneath her banners on the 
field of battle. " This forecast," says the tenth report of the Commission of 
Inquiry, " incredible as it may appear, is even now confirmed in the case of 
the Province of Namur, where, in certain districts, one-half of the adult male 
population has disappeared. 

" The Province of Namur has in this twentieth century lived through all 
the horrors of the wars of old with their legendary accompaniment of 
massacres, of the wholesale slaughter of the civil population, of orgies of blood- 
shed, of entire cities sacked and burned. The exploits of the bands of 
mercenaries of the seventeentli century have been" outdone by those of the 
national army of a country which continues to claim for itself the foremost 
place among the highly civilised races of the world." 

We have been told, artd told too often, that sporadic attacks on the part of 
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ont provoqu^ ces horreurs! Argument miserable. Ces francs-tireurs n'ont 
amais exists. 

"Au surplus," conclue la commission d'enquete, "les chefs de I'arm^e 
allemande se sont singuli^rement m^pris en esp6rant impressionner par cet 
argument le verdict du monde civilisd. lis paraissent ignorer que la repres- 
sion collective de fautes individuelles proscrite par les conventions Interna- 
tionales pour lesquelles ils n'ont que railleries, est depuis longtemps condamn^e 
dans la conscience des peuples modernes, parmi lesquels I'Allemagne apparait 
ddsormais comme une monstrueuse et deconcertante entitd morale." 
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francs-tireurs wei'e responsible for these horrors. A miserable excuse. These 
^Q^tA francs-tU'eurs never existed. 

, " Moreover," says the report, in conclusion, " the leaders of the German 
army make a grave mistake if they imagine that their line of argument is 
going to make any impression on the civilised world. They appear to be 
unaware that the punishment of a whole people for the isolated acts of a few 
individuals is wholly contrary to international agreements — at which they 
invariably sneer — and that it has long since been condemned by the con- 
sciences of modern civilised nations, by whom Germany will henceforth be 
regarded as a monstrous and mysterious phenomenon." 



CHAPITE.E IX 

LA PROVINCE DU LUXEMBOURG. 

IE Luxembourg a ete egalement tres 6prouve et c'est m^me la -pro- 
vince beige, oil toutes proportions gard^es, le nombre des maisons 
d^truites a ^t^ le plus 6lev6, d^passant trois mille. C'est la 
— « partie du pays oii il s'est produit le plus de viols, oi il y a eu 
le plus de femmes outragees, les maisons et les fermes diss^minees a travers 
la contrde ayant facilite ces crimes. Le sinistre total des personnes fusillees 
d^passe mille, chiffre eleve, enorme, si Ton songe que le Luxembourg beige 
ne compte que 232,500 habitants; 

Cette population restreinte, presque tout enti^re rcstee au pays, long- 
temps priv^e de communications directes, n'a fait connaitre ce qu'elle avait 
souffert qu'avec de grandes difficultes. Actuellement encore I'ombre qui 
enveloppe certains massacres ne s'est pas dissipee et I'pn n'apprendra les 
details exacts de toutes les atrocites commises que lorsque I'Ardenne aura 6te 
debarrassee de ses oppresseurs. 

Pourquoi a-t-elle ^te suppliciee^ elle aussi ? Aucun franc-tireur n'a ete 
signale, denonce, arrete comme tel, dans tout le Luxembourg, et ce pretexte 
fait d^faut aux AUemands pour expliquer leurs crimes. En reality ils ont 
venge sur led civils beiges les attaques des troupes fran9aises qui ont occupy 
le sud de la Province, lanc6 des reconnaissances et echange des coups de 
feu aux avant-postes avec les troupes allemandes. Que des seiitinelles aient 
6t6 abattues par les balles frangaises, c'est tr^s vraisemblable, mais en quoi les 
habitants etaient-ils responsables de ces actes de guerre dus k I'un des belli- 
g^rants ? Meme, quanfi dans telle ou telle partie du territoire luttait I'armee 
beige, la population civile ne la secondait pas, non par manque de patriotisme, 
mais pour ob^ir aux instructions donn^es par les autorites. 

Comme nous avons d^ja eu I'occasion de I'ecrire, les bourgmestres n'avaient- 



CHAPTER IX 

THE PROVINCE OF LUXEMBOURG 

LUXEMBOURG also sufifered great trials.' Indeed, speaking with due 
regard to proportion, the number of houses destroyed — exceeding 
. as it did three thousand — was greater there than anywhere else in 
•^ - Belgium. It was here that the greatest number of rapes were 
committed, the scattered situation of the houses and farms lending itself to 
this species of crime. The number of persons who were shot reached the 
sinister total of one thousand or more, a heavy, nay, an enormous toll when 
we reflect that the population of the whole of Belgian Luxembourg numbers 
only about 232,500. These people, relatively few in number, who, with 
scarcely -an exception, have remained in the country, h^d long since been 
deprived of the means of direct communication, and were only able to make 
known the extent of their sufferings with the utmost difficulty. Even now the 
mystery that surrounds certain of these massacres has not been entirely 
dispelled, and the exact details of all the atrocities committed will only be 
known when the Ardenne has been freed from its oppressors. How came it 
that this district, too, was made to suffer .' Throughout the whole of the 
province not a single franc- iireur was denounced or arrested as such, and the 
Germans cannot advance this pretext to explain their crimes. The truth is 
that they took revenge on the Belgian civilians for the attacks made on them 
by the French troops who occupied the southern part of the province, sent out 
reconnoitring parties, and exchanged shots with the German outposts. That 
some of their sentries were brought down by French bullets is quite probable ; 
"but how could the inhabitants be held responsible for these acts of war carried 
out by one of the belligerents ? Even though in this district, or in that, the 
Belgian Army was carrying on the fight, the civil population, in obedience 
to the orders of the authorities, abstained from taking any hand in the 
struggle. 

As we have already had occasion to recordj the burgomasters had issued 
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ils pas multipli^ les appels, recommandant dans ces placards officiels le calme, 
la prudence, et surtout I'abstention complete en ce qui regardait les hostilit^s. 
Les autorites religieuses ayant tenu le langage des magistrats communaux on 
ne s'explique pas Tacharnement de I'ennemi centre tant de pr^tres et religieux 
tombes sous leurs coups. La question confessionnelle, le sectarisme, la 
difference des religions ont 6t6 Strangers i leurs crimes. lis ont frappe pour 
le plaisir de terroriser et aussi par exc^s de rage epileptique, et c'est pourquoi des 
hommes appartenant a tous les partis sont tombes sous leurs balles, francs- 
magons., liberaux, socialistes, conservateurs,- independants. Les croyances 
n'ont joue aucun r61e dans I'ceuvre de mort des Barbaras. La haine a agi 
seule, la haine, et aussi Tappet du gain. Un 6claireur frangais tirait-il sur un 
observateur allemand ? Le pretexte etait trouve et des soldats s'enrichissaient 
des depouilles des habitants. Cette accusation est si vraie qu'il n'y a pas 
eu d'exc^s dans le Nord de la province. Pourquoi .' Parce que I'absence de 
soldats frangais excluait tout acte de guerre et tuait tout pretexte au crime. 
Or s'il y avait eu une organisation de francs-tireurs en Ardenne elle se fflt 
affirmee aussi bien dans le Nord que dans le Sud. Trois communes ont parti- 
culierement souffert, Rogsignol, oil Ton a fusille io6 personnes, Tintigny qui a 
vu massacrer 1 57 de ses habitants, et Ethe, victime d'une tuerie comparable a 
celles de la province de Namur. Trois cents malheureux y ont ete assassin^s, 

De Rossignol 'il n'est pas reste une seule maison debout. A Tintigny, 
trois ont pu echapper a la destruction g^n^rale de ^a commune, et a Ethe un 
sixifeme seulement du village n'a pas ^te devore par les flammes. 

Toutes les victimes de Rossignol et d'Ethe ne sont pas tombees dans ces 
deux hameaux. Des eclaireurs allemands ayant ete descendus par des frangais, 
le general en chef teuton jugea qu'il ^tait bon de faire un exemple et cent 
onze habitants de ces deux communes furent dirig^s sur Arlon alors que Ton 
massacrait leurs freres " sur place," suivant le mot d'un Ardennais. Arrives 
dans la petite capitale du Luxembourg beige, ces infortun^s furent executes 
sans que les Arlonais aient jamais connu leur crime ! Les Allemands ont 
donn^ Ik un certain ^clat a leur fagon de rn^priser les conventions interna- 
tionales. Celle de La Haye, dans son article 46, avait cependant proclamd 
" La vie des individus doit 6tre respectde." Et ils I'ont supprimee ce jour 
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appeal after appeal urging the people to remain calm, and above all, to abstain 
absolutely from taking any part in the hostilities. The religious authorities 
having echoed the admonitions of the magistrates, it is impossible to explain 
the violence of the enemy towards all those priests and members of religious 
communities who died beneath their blows. These murders had nothing to do 
with any such things as the question of the confessional, sectarian bigotry, 
religious differences. They struck for the sheer pleasure of creating terror 
and from an excess of epileptic fury, and thus it is that men belonging to 
every party fell beneath their bullets — Freemasons, Liberals, Socialists, Con- 
servatives, and Independents. Religious belief played no part in the 
Barbarians' murderous work. Hatred was the sole motive — hatred and the 
greed of gain. If a French scout did but fire on a German patrol, the pretext 
was sufficient, and the soldiers set about enriching themselves at the expense 
of the inhabitants. So true is this charge, that no excesses were committed in 
the northern section of the province for the simple reason that, owing to the 
absence of French soldiers, no acts of war took place there, and conse- 
quently there was no excuse or pretext for such crimes. Clearly, if there had 
been any organised hody of /fanes- iireurs in Ardenne, they would have made 
a stand in the North no less than in the South. Three commuVies suffered 
with especial severity: Rossignol, where one hundred and six persons were 
shot ; Tintigny, which beheld the slaughter of one hundred and fifty-seven of 
its inhabitants ; and Ethe, the victim of a massacre on a scale comparable 
with those which took place in the Province of Namur. Three hundred 
unhappy people were there done to death. At Rossignol not a single house 
was left standing. At Tintigny only three escaped destruction, and at Ethe 
all but one-sixth of the village was devoured by the flames. Nor was it 
only in these two hamlets that the victims of Rossignol and Ethe met their 
doom. Some German scouts having been brought down by the French, the 
officer in command of the German troops thought the time had come tOv make 
an example, and a hundred and eleven inhabitants of these two Communes 
were marched off to Arlon, while their brothers, as a native of Ardenne put it, 
were being murdered on the spot. .Wl^en they had arrived in the little capital 
of Belgian Luxembourg, these hapless people were executed without the 
people of Arlon having any idea of the crime they were supposed to have 
committed. In this the Germans afforded rather a conspicuous instance of 
their customary disregard of international conventions. Clause 46 of the, 
Hague Convention laid down that the lives of individuals should be respected^ 
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la avec une ostentation voulue, confiants dans la victoire qui effacerait 
tout ! 

Rossignol, Tintigny et Ethe, n'ont pas ete les seules communes d^vast^es , 
les seules qui aient k d6plorer la mott de tant d'hommes innocents, 11 faut otter 
encore Neufchiteau oil il y a eu i8 fusilles ; Vance i ; Etalle 30 ; Houdemont 
II : Izel 10; Bertrix 21 ; Bellefontaine I ; Latour oti il y a eu beaucoup de 
victimes; Saint-Leger 11; Maissin- 10 hommes, I femme et I jeune 6Ile 
fusilles; Villance 2; Anloy 50 homages et femmes fusillds ; Claireuse 2 
hommes fusilles et 2 pendus, etc., etc. 

Presque tous les villages de la partie m^ridjonale de la province ont eu 
leurs martyrs. La liste en est tres longue et le total depasse plus de mille 
personnes massacrees. 

Quant au nombre des maisons incendiees il s'el^ve a plus de trois mille. 

Voici une bribve statistique concernant quelques locality : Neufchdteau 21 
maisons detruites ; Etalle 30 ; Houdemont 64 ; Rulles, la moiti^ des maisons 
incendiees ; Ausart, pas une maison n'a echapp^ au feu ; Jamoigne, la moiti6 
du village d^truit ; Les Bulks, les deux tiers du hameau incendi6 ; Moyen, 42 
maisons d^ruites ; Mussy-la-ville, 20 maisons detruites ; Bertrix 1 5 ; Bleid, 
presque tout le village incendi^ ; Signeulx, m^me sort ; Bellefontaine, 6 maisons 
detruites ; Musson, la moitie du village incendi^e ; Baranzy, quatre k cinq 
maisons restent debout ; Saint-L6ger, 6 maisons bruises j Semel, compkte- 
ment d^truit ; Maissfn, 64 maisons brfikes sur 100 ; Villance 9 ; Anloy 26. 

Beaucoup d'habitatlons ont ete encore incendiees m^thodiquement par 
les Allemands dans le^ villages de Porcheresse, Anloy, Framont, Ochamp, 
Jehouville, Offagne, Assenois. Ainsi que dans quantite: d'autres communes. 
Quant aux fermes Isoldes beaucoup ont ^t^ livrdes aux flammes. Leurs 
habitants esperaient etre ©pargn^s par les Huns et quand leurs detaehe- 
ments etaient signales ils se gardaient d'alTer les voir passer. Done aucune 
provocation. Ce qui n'empechait pas les soldats allemands d'envahir les 
m^tairies avec une brutality de sauvages. Ils se faisaient servir k boire, puis 
I'ivresse les prenant ils descendaient k la cave et vidaient force bouteil(es de 
vin et d'alcool. •: Lorsqu'Jls en sortaient, c'^tait pour se livrer aux pires exc^s. 
Le sabre nu ou la balonnette en avant, ils prenaient un plaisiT stupide k tuer 



PICTURES OF RUINED BELGIUM 95 

They ignored it tftat day with studied ostentiatiohj confident in a victory that 
should efface all 

Rossignol, Tintigny, and Ethe were not the only communes that were 
laid waste, nor the only ones which had occasion to mourn the death of so 
many innocent men. At Neufch^eau eighteen were shot ; at Vance, one ; 
at Etalle, thirty ; at H-ouderaont, eleven ; at Izel, ten ; at Bertrix, t\Venty-one ; 
at Bellefontaine, one ; at Latour there were numerous victims ; at Saint-L6ger, 
eleven ; at Maissin ten men, one woman, and one young girl were shot ; at 
Villance, two ; at Anloy fifty men and women were shot ; at Claireuse two 
men were shot and two hanged, etc., etc. 

Almost all the villages in the southern part of the province had their 
martyrs. The list is a very long one, and the total of the slaughtered exceeds 
a thousand. With regard to the number of houses burned the total was more 
than three thousand. The following is a brief statement dealing with certain 
localities :^- 

Neufchdteau, twenty-one houses destroyed ; Etalle, thirty ; Houdemont, 
sixty-four ; Rulles, half the houses burned ; Ausart, not a single house escaped 
the flames ; Jamoigne, half the village destroyed ; Les Bulles, two-thirds 
of the hamlet burned to the ground ; Moyen, forty-two houses destroyed ; 
Mussy-la-Ville, twenty houses destroyed ; Bertrix, fifteen ; Bleid, almost 
all the village burned; Signeulx, a similar fate ; Bellefontaine, six houses 
destroyed ; Muss on, half the village burned ; Baranzy, four or five houses left 
standing ; Saint- Leger, six houses burned ; Semel, completely destroyed ; 
Maissin, sixty-four houses out of a hundred given to the flames ; Villance, 
nine ; Anloy, twenty-six. 

Many dwellings also were deliberately burned by the Germans in the 
villages of Pofcheresse, Anloy, Framont, Ochamp, Jehouville, Offagne, 
Assenois, as well as tn many other communes. With regard to isolated 
farms, many were given to the flames. Their inhabitants hoped to be 
spared by the Huns, and when word came that the soldiers were at hand 
they went out to see them pass. There was thus no provocation on their 
part. 'This did not prevent the Germans from bursting into the farm 
buildings and behaving like savages. They commanded drink to be brought 
to them, and then, as they became excited with liquor, they went down into 
the cellars and emptied bottle after bottle of wine and spirit. On coming 
out again, they abandoned themselves to the worst excesses. Armed with 
naked sword or bayonet, they took a stupid delight in shooting the cattle then 
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le betail, et quittant les ^tables ils outrageaienfles femmes, les traquant dans 
tous les environs. Des hommes s'entecposaient-ils, ils ^taient trait^s comme 
les veaux, les pores et les vaches de la ferme et " saignds " aussitdt. 

L'Ardenne a vu des scenes horribles en ce mois d'Aoflt 1914, d'une rare 
splendeur et la magnificence du ciel rendait plus triste encore la fin brusque, 
atroce de tant de gens nds pour une vie longue et heureuse. En r^alite beau^ 
coup de ces scenes d'orgie finirent dans le sang et les Ardennais ont paye 
eux aussi a la furie germanique un large tribut. 

Avaient-elles 6t6 autorisees par les chefs ? Evidemment. Aux portes de 
la France ils tenaient a encourager leurs soldats en leur montrant ce qu'une 
marehe en avant k travers le pays le plus riche qui soit au monde allait leur 
r'apporter. Le sac du Namurois et de I'Ardenne n'allait-il pas exciter leurs 
appetits? C'etait pour les Barbares la recompense assuree de leur victoire. . . 
A peine avaient-ils franchi la fronti^re frangaise qu'ils se livraient aux mSmes 
exces. II n'eut fallu qu'un mot des chefs pour qu'ils ne fussent pas commis. 
lis ne Font pas prononcd 

C'est toute I'arm^e allemande, chefs et soldats, qui porte le poids de ces 
crimes. 

Le Luxembourg a connu les requisitions de tout genre, les corvees, les 
taxes de guerre et nombre de ses habitants, pris, comme otages, ont 6t6 
envoy^s en Allemagne, voyage dont ils garderont a jamais le souvenir. lis 
ont endur^ les pires supplices, la faim, les injures, les coups, I'impossibilite de 
se reposer, avant d'arriver au camp, a la prison, oii la vie la plus malheureuse 
les attendait. Quand ils traversaient les gares allemandes, ils ^taient I'objet 
des pires avanies. Ne les prenait-on pas pour, des francs-tireurs ! Et d'apr^s 
les l^gendes colportdes par la presse allemande n'etaient-ils pas coupables de 
cruaut^s les plus varices ? 

Un jour viendra oil 1' Allemagne connaitra la v^rit^ et elle s'indignera 
contre ceux qui I'ont trompee avec tant d'audace afin de justifier les methodes 
de guerre de I'arm^e de Guillaume II. 
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issuing from the cattle sheds. They began to outrage the women, scouring 
the neighbourhood to discover them. If the men interfered they shared the 
fate of the calves, pigs, and cows, and were at once despatched. Ardenne 
beheld some horrible scenes during this month of August, 1914, a month 
of rare -splendour ; and the glory of the sky lent an added note of tragedy 
to the sudden and dreadful termination of all those lives that had seemed 
destined to enjoy many years of happiness. Many,^ indeed, of these orgies 
ended in bloodshed, and the people of Ardenne also paid a large tribute to 
the fury of the Germans. 

Was it with the sanction of their officers that the German soldiers behaved 
thus ? That it was so is evident. Having reached the confines..of France they 
were desirous of giving encouragement to their men by showing them what 
profit they would gain by a march across the richest country in the world ; 
and would not the sack of the Province of Namur and Ardenne whet their 
appetites ? Such was to be the certain reward of conquest for the Barbarians. 
No sooner had they crossed the French frontier than they began to commit 
the same excesses. It needed but a word from their officers to have caused 
them to hold their hands ; but the word was never given. The burden of 
these crimes rests on the whole German army — officers and men alike. 

Luxembourg had to endure every species of oppression and exaction, 
forced labour, war taxes, etc., and many of the inhabitants were taken as 
hostages and sent into Germany. The journey thither was one they will 
never forget. They had to endure the direst hardships — hunger, insult, blows, 
sleeplessness — ere they arrived at the camp or prison where the most unhappy 
existence awaited them. As they passed through the German stations 
they were subjected to the grossest insults. Were they not looked upon as 
francs-tireurs, and had they not been, according to the stories disseminated 
by the German Press, guilty of every sort of cruelty ? 

The day will come when Germany will learn the truth, when her indigna- 
tion will fall upon those who practised such brazen deceit in order to justify 
the deeds perpetrated by the army of William II. 
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CHAPITRE X 

LA PROVINCE DU HAINAUT 

I A province du Hainaut , a vu. aux prises Tarmee allemg.nde avec 
les armees frangaise et anglaise et les batailles de Charleroi et 
. de Mons ont marque sur son territoire les premieres operations 
—^ militaires. 

La retraite de Mons restera k jamais a I'honneur des armes anglaises. 
Ce fut au d^but de la guerre I'un des plus beaux faits d' armes mel6s k la 
gigantesque tourmente. Comme dans le Luxembourg, les Huns, ob^issant 
a leurs mis^rables instincts rendirent la population responsable de la resistance 
des Allies. Et c'est pour cet unique motif qu'ils commirent les pires exces, 
surtout dans I'arrondissement de Charleroi. 

D^s le 20 AoM les eclaireur^ de I'armee alleniande etaient signal^s et les 
journees des 21 et 22, meurtri^res pour leui-s armes, furent fatales i beaucoup 
d'habitants. lis les trait^retit avec une cruaut6 rare, desireux de se venger, 
des sympathies de- la Wallonie pour la France, sympathies qui s'aiifirmaient 
sans jamais mettre en peril _ notre neutrality. Pourquoi nous, Wallons, 
aurions-nous refuse aux Frangais I'amitie qu'ils s'dtaient aequise par leur 
courtoisie, leur loyautd a garder leurs engagements, et la protection qu'ils 
nous avaient ofiferte d^s le lendemain de I'ultimatum .' Mais cette amiti6 
n'avait affaibli en rien notre patriotisme et notre amour de I'indipendance. 
Beiges avant tout ! 

Aussi se conformant aux recommandations formelles des autorites et 
peu desireux d'offrir aux Allemands I'occasion de se livrer k des violences 
et de commettre des cruaut^s, les habitants du Hainaut respect^rent les 
instructions regues et ne se livr^rent i I'egard des Barbares a aucun acte 
d'hostilit^. C'etait a I'armde beige, 4 I'armee h^roKque, a combattre ; les 
civils avaient a garder une attitude d'abstention, d'autant plus n^cessaire 
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CHAPTER X 

THE PROVINCE OF HAINAULT 

THE ^Province of Hainault saw the German army at grips with the 
French and British forces, and it was here — at Charleroi and 
Mons — ^that the first military operations took place. 
The retreat from Mons will redound for ever to the glory 
of British arms. This, at the outset of the war, was one of the finest feats in 
this Titanic conflict. Here, as in Luxembourg, the Huns, obeying their base 
instincts, made the civilians pay for the Allies' resistance. It was solely for 
this reason that they committed outrages of the worst description, particularly 
in the region of Charleroi. 

As early as the 20th August, the approach of the German patrols was 
signalled; and the 2ist and 22nd, during which they lost heavily, were fatal 
to many of the civilian population. The Germans treated them with singulcu: 
cruelty in the desire to punish them for the sympathetic ^attitude which they, as 
Walloons, had displayed towards Fi;ance, although they had never manifested 
it in such a way as to imperil our neutrality. Why should we, as Walloons, 
have refused to manifest towards the Frepch those, naarks of sympathy to 
which their courtesy, their loyalty in keeping their word, and the protection 
they had extended to us after the ultimatum had been delivered, so justly 
entitled them ? Nevertheless this friendship had not weakened our patriotism, 
in the smallest degree, or afifected our love of independence. We were Belgians 
first and last 

Thus, in accordance with the formal injunctions of the authorities, and 
desiring to afford no pretext to the Germans for perpetrating any acts of 
violence, the inhabitants of Hainault observed the instructions given them, 
and committed 'no acts of hostility against the Barbarians. It was the duty 
of the Belgian Army, the heroic Belgian Army, to carry on the fighting; 
the duty of the civilians was to abstain from any warlike act, and this was the 
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qu'ils n'avaient plus aucune arme. Ef c'est ce qu'ils 6rent en quelque sorte 
contraints et forces. 

Des soldats appartenant 4 toiite autre armee auraient lutt^ centre les 
Allies en ne s'attaquant pas k la population. Mais les Allemands eussent 
manque a leurs traditions en ne marquant pas leur passage par leurs forfaits 
coutumiers. A Charleroi memeils ont incendi^ i6o maisons dans les plus 
belles arteres de la ville et les caroloregiens ont vu k I'ceuvre leur " m6thode." 
EUe fut appliqu^e froidement, syst^matiquement ; k ce moment les soldats 
n'etaient ni gris, ni excitds par la bataille.; lis agirent d'apres des ordres regus. 
Ne fallait-il pas terroriser les habitants et leur faire payer aussi cher que 
possible leur francophilie ? R^p^tons-le, Luxembourgeois et Hennuyers avaient 
le droit absolu d'aimer la France, sentiment qui r^pondait k des rapproche- 
ments linguistiques et autres. . . . Mais comnie cet 61an n'avait mis un fusil 
dans les mains d'aucun habitant, la population devait loyalement 6chapper a 
toute repression. 

Or, a Charleroi meme, plus de quarante personnes perirent, les unes briilees 
vives , dans les maisons ou asphyxi^es, les autres abattues par les Allemands 
au moment oh elles cherchaient k s'enfuir. II s'en est fallu de peu que 
Charleroi ne vint k partager le sort de Dinant. On connait I'lmmense agglo- 
meration ouvri^re et industrielle qui I'entoure, le cceur d'un gigantesque 
bassin houiller, le pays noir. II fut pendant 48 heures le pays rouge ! 

De nombreuses colonnes allemandes se dirigearit vers I'arm^e frangaise, le 
traverserent y laissant des sillons sanglants profondement creus^s. C'est 
qu'elles ne se content^rent pas de s'attaquer aux soldats de la grande R6- 
publique, elles s'en prirent aux habitants ddsarm^s, plus faciles a vaincre que 
les Frangais. Vieillards, femmes en enfants furent pour eux une proie 
facile ... ^ 

Sont-ils salues a Lodelinsart, au moment oii ils y debouchent, par plusieurs 
d^charges de mitrailleuses frangaises, aussitdtjls se yengent sur les habitants 
de cette surprise desagreable. Apvhs avoir enfonce les portes, incendi6 les 
maisons, tire des coups de fusil dans toutes les directions, brutalis6 ceux qu'ils 
rencontrent, outrage des femmes, tu6 plusieurs mineurs, ils marchent contre 
Dampremy. Ce ne sont, le long de leur route, que massacres et incendies. 
Avant d'atteindre Monceau-sur-Sambre, apr^s avoir travers6 Gosselies et 
Roux une t^te de colonne allemande se heurte k des dragons frangais. 
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more necessary as they had no weapons left wherewith to fight. Thus their 
inactivity was, so to speak, forced upon them. 

Any other army but the German would have confined themselves to fighting 
against the Allies, and not have interfered with the civilian population. But the 
Germans would have been false to their traditions if they had failed to mark 
their passage with the customary crimes. At Charleroi alone they burned 
one hundred and sixty houses in the finest streets of the town, and the citizens 
of the place were treated to an object lesson in German methods. It was 
carried out callously and systematically. On this occasion the Germans 
were not heated with wine or the excitement of battle. They were merely 
acting on orders received. The people had to be .terrorised and to be made 
to pay as dearly as possible for their sympathies with the French, But let 
it be said once again, the people of L^xembourg and Hainault had a perfect 
right to entertain an affection for France, to whom they were attached h^ 
linguistic and other affinities. And as this affection had not put a rifle into the 
hand of a single civilian, it was meet apd just that the people should be visited 
by no acts of violent repression. 

However, at Charleroi alone more than forty citizens perished, some being 
burned alive or suffocated in their houses, others shot down by the Germans 
as they were attempting to flee. Charleroi came very near to sharing the 
fate of Dinant. How immense is the labouring and industrial population of 
the district is well known. It is the heart of a vast coalfield — the Black 
Country. For forty-eight hours it was not Black but Red ! 

It was traversed by numerous German columns on the march to meet the 
Frenda, and their passage was marked by deep and bloody furrows, for they 
were not content with attacking the soldiers of the Republic ; they turned on 
the defenceless citizens, who were less difficult to vanquish than the fighting 
men of France. Old men, women, and children were an easy prey. 

As they were deploying at Lodelinsart they were suddenly raked by the 
fire from several French machine-guns, and they immediately took vengeance 
on the inhabitants for this unpleasant surprise. Breaking down the doors, 
they set fire to the houses, discharged their rifles in every direction, brutally 
maltreated every one they encountered, outraged the women, and killed 
several miners. This done, they continued their march on Dampremy. The 
whole way along, their progress was marked by fire dnd bloodshed. After 
passing through Gosselies and Roux, but before reaching Monceau-sur- 
Sambre, the advance guard of one of the German columns came into contact 



102 VISIONS DE LA BELGIQUE DETRUITE 

Engagement rgpide. Tr^s inf^rieurs en nombre, les cavaliers battent en retraite 
et les Germains les poursuivent dans la direction de Monceau. La les 
mitrailleuses frangais les accueillent comme il convieht, en fauchant leurs 
rangs. 

C'est la commune qui soldera les frais de la casse. 

Elle sera mise a sac ! Pillage tout d'abord, incendie ensuite ; 251 maisons 
de Monceau-sur-Sambre disparaitront dans la fournaise. Mais le bilan n'est 
pas encore clos. Huit habitants seront fusilles, 28 massacres,J 34 gravement 
blesses qui mourront tous de leurs blessures. La fin tragique de la famille 
Gerard dociimente lugubrement sur les exces des Teutons. Tandis que Mme 
Gerard etait tu^e a bout portant dans la cour de sa maison son man, 
fonctionnaire des chemins de fer de I'Etat, suivi de son fils, venait de se 
i-efugier dans son jardin. D^couvert par un soldat il fut abattu, ainsique 
son fils. En un instant cette famille heureuse et unie avait €te supprim^e. 
D'autres subirent le meme sort dans cette pauvre commune de Monceau-sur- 
Sambre. 

Le 22 Aoiit un combat se livre a Gozee oh les Frangais font " apprecier " 
aux Allemands pour la premiere fois le feu foudroyknt de leurs 75. De 
Loverval jusqu'a Gerpinnes les Huns ont a soufifrir des balles et des obus de 
I'armee frangaise. Immediatement leur irritation se traduit par des crimes 
de tous genres envers les spectateurs bien involontiires de la lutte, Couillet 
et Loverval sont incendies et pill6s et de nombreux habitants massacres. 

Les troupes anglaises ayant sejourne k Fauroeulx oil elles avaient 6t6 . 
accueillies- avec une grande sympathie, sitdt que les Allemands parvii^rent a 
entrer dans cette commune, ils firent subir aux habitants les traitements les 
plus cruels pour les punir de preferer les loyaux Britons aux soldats de la 
Kultur qui avaient viole la neutralite beige et ensanglant^ notre territoire. . . . 

Le village dut etre~ evacue ; lorsqUe les habitants furent autorises k renlrer 
chez eux ils ne trouv^rent rien plus rien, de ce qui leur appartenait. Sur 104 
maisons 98 avaient 6t6 saccagees. Les villages environnants, Peissant, Sars-la- 
Buissi^re, Merbes-le-Ch^teau, Haulchin, Bienne-lez-Happart, oil les Anglais 
avaient eu leurs cantonnements ne furent gu^re mieux traites. Et c'est ainsi 
qu'ils affirrn^rent, en faisant souffrir des Beiges, leur-haine de I'Angleterre. 
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with some French dragoons. A smart engagement followed. Being greatly 
inferior in numbers, the horsemen decided to fall back, the Germans pursuing 
them in the direction of Monceau. There they were met with the fire from 
some French machine-guns which mowed them down like corn. The people 
had to pay the penalty. Pillage first and then fire. Two hundred and fifty-one 
houses disappeared in the conflagration at Monceau-sur-Sambre ; but this did 
not close the account. Eight citizens were shot, twenty-eight put to the sword, 
thirty-four seriously wounded, all of whom died from their injuries. The 
tragic fate that befel the Gerard family affords mournful evidence of German 
violence. 

Madame Gerard was shot outright in the courtyard of her house. Her 
husband — who was on the staff of the State Railways — together with his son, 
endeavoured to take refuge in his garden; He was discovered by a soldier, 
who killed him as well as his son. Thus, in the space of a single second, 
this family, till then so happy and united, was put out of existence. Others 
shared the same fate in this ill-starred commune of Monceau-sur-Sambre. 
On the 22nd August a fight took place at Gozeej where the French for the 
first time gave the Germans some idea of what their " 75's " could do. From 
Loverval to Gerpinnes the Huns were subjected to the bullets and shells of 
the French Army. Forthwith they gave vent to their wrath by committing 
every species of crime against the people who, vastly against their will, were 
spectators of the conflict. Couillet and Loverval were sacked and burned, 
and many of the inhabitants slaughtered. 

The British troops had rested at Fauroeulx, where the inhabitants had 
welcomed them with, much kindness ; but as soon as the Germans succeeded 
in making their way into this Comniune, they treated the inhabitants with 
the utmost cruelty in order to punish them for the preference they had shown 
to the loyal Britons as compared with the soldiers of " Kultur," who had 
violated Belgian neutrality and caused our land to run with blood. 

The village! had to be evacuated, and when at length the inhabitants 
were able to return to their homes, there was nothing — not a single thing — 
left of their belongings. Of one hundred and four houses, ninety-eig^t had 
been sacked. The neighbouring villages' of Peissant; Sars-la-Buissi^re, 
Merbes-le-Chdteau, Haulchin, Bienne-lez-Happart, where the English had 
camped, were little better treated. In this mantier they proclaimed, by the 
sufferings - they inflicted on the Belgians, the detestation with which they 
regarded the British. 
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Les communes qu'ils d^vasterent furent en r^alit^ nettoyees de tout ce que 
leurs habitants possedaient. Objets de toute espke, vivres, victuailles, linge, 
v^tements, tableaux, bijoux, raontres, sommes d'argent en monnaie ou en 
billets, toutfut vole. En presence de tels actes, dignes des pires malandrins 
du moyen-Sge, Ton se demande si les soldats allemands n'ont pas eu surtout 
en vue le vol dans cette methode de comprendre I'invasion. Beaucoup, parmi 
ces hommes, ont enrichi leurs families dans ces heures atroces de la furie 
germanique, Volaient-ils par ordre ! C'est par ordre du moins qu'ils 
mettaient le feu aux habitations, en jetant dans le foyer qu'ils avaient allumd 
des pastilles incendiaires, ou en projetant- dans I'int^rieur des maisons un 
liquide inflammable qui facilitait Taction des flammes, 

Bien avant la guerre ce materiel existait et il avait etd confectionne en 
m6me temps que les pastilles incendiaires. Le grand 6tat-major allemand, 
apres en avoir d^libere, s'etait done plu, volontairement, k revenir aux actes 
de banditisme de la guerre de Trente Ans, afin de terroriser les populations et 
de faciliter sa marche en avant sans etre oblig^ de garder ses communications 
avec des forces considerables. II n'a vu la que le rdsultat brutal de pareilles 
mesures, brutal et immediat. Brouille avec la diplomatic, la justice et 
I'humanite, il n'a pas voulu se rendre compte des consequences morales de 
pareilles atrocit^s, ce qu'elles allaient susciter de haine et il les a fait ex^cuter 
sans songer qu'elles arracheraient I'Allemagne k la civilisation et la feraient 
reculer jusqu'aux temps barbares. Elles ont mis un fleuve — un fleuve de 
sang ! — entre la Belgique et la Germanie. 

Le viol et le massacre des femmes ont pris large place dans la longue liste 
des atrocites allemandes au pays de Charleroi. A la commission d'enqu^te, 
des t^moins parlant de ce qui s'etait passe a Jumet, declar^rent que de nom- 
breuses femmes furent condamnees a pr^ceder les troupes allemandes leur 
servant de bouclier vivant. Une femme qui essayait de se sauver dans une 
prairie, essuya le feu des soldats et fut blessee au nez. 

Femande Pacot s'etait refugi^e dans la cave de sa maison : les Allemands 
y firent irruption et tir^rent huit coups de feu sur la malheureuse. La 
pauvre femme est morte k I'hdpital aprfes avoir endure plusieurs jours un 
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The Communes which they laid waste were in fact despoiled of every- 
thing belonging to the inhabitants. Articles of every sort and description, 
eatables, provisions, linen, wearing apparel, pictures, jewellery, watches, money 
—whether in coin or notes— everything was looted. When one thinks of these 
deeds, deeds that would have been worthy of" the most ruthless ruffians of 
the Middle Ages, one is led to wonder whether the German Army's main 
object, in carrying out its own ideas of invasion, was not to give free play 
to its lust for robbery and pillage. Many of these Germans endowed their 
families with riches during the dreadful hours that marked the zenith of the 
German fury. Were these robberies committed by order? Be that as it 
may, it was undoubtedly by order that they set fire to the houses, throwing 
incendiary capsules into the grates, or projecting inflammable liquids into 
the rooms in order to make the fl£>mes spread. This liquid had been pre- 
pared long before the war, as had also the incendiary capsules, The German 
General Staff had therefore thought the matter out, and had deliberately 
resolved to revert, in their conduct of the campaigh, to the vandalism that 
characterised the Thirty Years' War; their object being to overawe the 
inhabitants and to facilitate their forward progress by relieving themselves 
of the necessity of leaving large bodies of troops behind them to safeguard 
their lines of communication. The Gerrnan military authorities only saw the 
immediate result that would follow from their brutal conduct. 

Having broken off all diplomatic relations, and flung justice and humanity 
to the winds, they were quite reckless of the moral effect that would result 
from their atrocities, and of the degree of hatred they would excite. They 
therefore put them into execution, never thinking that they would thereby 
be sundering Germany from the civilised world and putting her back once 
more to the days of barbarism. They have caused a river — a river of blood — • 
to flow between Belgium and Germany. 

The violation and murder of women are conspicuous in the long list of 
atrocities committed by the Germans in the neighbourhood of Charleroi. 
Eye-witnesses giving evidence before the Commission regarding the things 
that happened at Jumet, stated that many women were compelled to march 
in front of the German troops, thus serving as a living shield. One woman 
who attempted to escape into a field was fired at by the soldiers and wounded 
in the nose. Femande Pacot went and hid in the cellar of her house. The 
Germans broke in and fired eight times at the unhappy woman. The poor 
creature died in hospital after several days of dreadful agony. Six women 
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atroce martyre. Six feffimes temolgnent avoir essuyd le feu des Allemands 
sans avoir rien' fait qui pint prbvoquer de^ repr^Sciilles. Rosa Fr^re de 
Jumet fut atteinte d'tltie balle dans le dos, aldrs qu'elle sortait de sa maison. 
L'epouse Pirson traversait le couloir de sa maison pour se refugier dans 
la cave quand une balle Tatteignit au genoii. Julia Ccenen s'etait rendue 
avec d'autres personnes dans une prairie ; les Allemands tirkent sur le 
groupe et la blesserent a la figure. L'epouse Nil fut blessee dans des 
circonstances analogues. Charlotte Deplis servit de cible a un soldat 
allemand et fut blessde au moment oil elle fermait une fenetre. 

A Marchienrie une femme de 74 ans est fusill^e apr^s avoir ^te trainee sUr 
le front des troupes. A Boign^e les Allemands penetr^rent dans uneferme 
isolee. Deux femmes qui s'y trouvaient prirent la fuite et se cachferent dans 
un champ de betteraves. EUes y furent d^couvertes par quatre soldats qui' 
tirerent sur elks ; I'une d'elles fut tuee. A Gilly, Anna Flemal, boulangfere, 
se trouvant dans son magasin, fut tu^e par un soldat qui ddchargea son fusil a 
bout portant et lui fracassa la m^choire. Dans la mSme locality deux femmes 
furent jetees dans une citerne oil elles perirent. 

A c6t^ de ces forfaits, que de nombreux actes de brutalite et de m^chancete 
a signaler ! Combien, souvent, se revela odieuse, la cruaiitd des soldats du 
Kaiser envers le sexe faible dont ils se disaient avant la guerre les ihdefectibles 
paladins. Beaucpup de prisonniferes furent conduites sur le lieu de leur 
supplice et la, a;^de^longs intervalles, couchdes en joue comme si elles allaient 
^tre exeeutees ce qui leur donnait des peurs terribles. L'une de ces infortun^es 
dont le mari a ete massacre lelendemain disait en parlant des angoisses 
provoquees par ces tragiques menaces : " Sans mourir, je suis naorte plusieurs 
fois." Et les Allemands contraignaient ces malheureuses k les implorer a 
genoux. Ce n'^tait qu'un jeu, mais quel jeu sinistre, digne des bourreaux ! 

L'arrondissement de Charleroi dtant I'un des plus populeiix de la Belgique, 
le total exact des victimes n'est pas encore connu, mais Ton sait'ofEciellement 
que ^dans les communes d'Aiseau, BoufSoulx, Couillet, Farcienries, Forchies- 
la-Marche, Gilly, Coutroux, Jumet, Landelies, Lpdelinsart, Loverval, Mar- 
chienne-a:u-Pont, Montigny-le-Tilleul, Mont'sur-Marchienne, Pieton, Piron- 
champs, Rive, Roselies, Roux, Thim^ou, Wayaux, no hommes, 9 femmes, 
8 erifants ont ^te tues; 34 hommes, 12 femmes, 3 enfants ont ^te blesses et 
plus de 300 hommes, 250 femmes, 249 enfants et 63 families enti^res ont 
disparu. 

Ce n'est la qu'un bilan lugubre fort incomplet. Comme nous TavonS dit 
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affirmed that they were fired on by the Germans without having done any- 
thing to provoke reprisals. Rosa Frere, of Jumet, received a bullet wound 
in the back when she was coniing out of her house. The wife of one Pirsoti 
was crossing the passage of her house to seek shelter in the cellar when a 
bullet struck her in the knee. Julia Coenen had fled with some othef pe<^le 
into a field. The Germans fired on the group, and she waS wounded in the 
face. The wife of a man named Nil was wounded in similar circumstances. 
Charlotte Deplis was made a target of by a German soldier; who shot her in 
the face as she was shutting a window. At Marchienne an old woman of 
seventy-four was dragged in front of the troops and shot. Ati Boign^e the 
Germans made their way into a lonely farmhouse. Two women who were 
there took to flight, and hid themselves in a field of beetroot. They were 
discovered by four German soldiers, who fired on them. One of the women 
was killed. At Gilly, Anna Fi^mal, a baker, was in her shop when she was 
killed by a soldier, who fired at her point-blank, shattering her jaw. In the 
same district two women were thrown into a cistern and drowned. 

Beside these actual murders, what a number of brutal and vindictive deeds 
there are to record. What a tale of hideous acts of cruelty towards the weaker 
sex of whom the Germans l\ad boasted themselves before the war to be the 
doughtiest of diampions. Many of the women who were taken prisoner were 
dragged away to a particular spot where, at long intervals they were aimed at 
as though they were going to be shot, and frightened almost to death. One 
unhappy creature whose husband vvas shot next day, said, when recounting the 
agony of terror she had undergone by reason of these terrible threats, " I was 
not killed ; but I died many times over." And the Germans compelled these 
poor women to go down on their knees to them. It was, of course, merely a 
joke. A joke, indeed, well worthy of the ruffians who perpetrated it. 

The Arrondissement of Charleroi being one of the most densely populated 
in Belgium, the exact total of the victims has not yet been ascertained, but the 
following is official : — 

In the Communes of Aiseau, Bouffioulx, Couillet, Farciennes, Forchies-la- 
Marche, GillyJ Coutroux, Jumet, Landelies, Lodelinsart, Loverval, Marchienne- 
au-Pont, Montigny-le-TilleuI, Mont-sur-Marchienne, Pieton, Pironchamps, 
Rive, Roselies, Roux, Thimeou, and Wayaux, iio men, 9 women, 8 children, 
were killed ; 34 men, 12 women, and 3 children were wounded ; and more than 
300 men, 250 women, 249 children, and 63 whole families have completely 
disappeared. All that is only an instalment of the sombre record. As we 
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plus haut dans une seule commune qui ne fait pas partie de ce triste tableau, 
Monceau-sur-Sambre, le nombre des victimes ne s'est-il pas elev6 a ^0 ? Beau- 
coup d'autres pertes viennent grossir ce total, ^prouv6es par d'autres com- 
munes martyres. Au lendemain de la guerre tous les actes k reprocher a 
I'armde allemande dans I'arrondissement de Charleroi seront mis en pleine 
lumi^re et Ton constatera qu'il ji'a pas ^te beaucoup plus epargn6 que le 
Luxembourg. Alors, apparaitra toute I'liorreur de I'invasion et, chez les gens 
de cceur du monde entier, un sursaut de colore, de nouveau, se produira. 
Beaucoup de malheureux, aujourd'hui opprimes, dont les levres sont en quelque 
sorte cadenass^es par une prudence comprehensible crieront la verite et la 
terre, elle-m^me, parlera, la terra oil les victimes ont ^te enfouies ^ la Mte. 

Combien dorment en Wallonie dans ces fosses creus^es au lendemain des 
executions et des massacres? A Montigny-le-Tilleul sont enterr^s deux 
hommes dont la mort crie vengeance. L'un, Vital Arnould est Beige, I'autre 
Louis Sohier, soldat fran^ais, Ce dernier ayant ete bless^ a la cuisse tandis 
• qu'il tirait aux avant-pbstes sur les Allemands, fut releve par Arnould, et soign6 
fraternellement ; I'homme etait tombe a quelques pas de sa maison ; poUvait-il 
le laisser mourir sur le chemin .' Quimd les Huns entrerent dans la chambre 
oil reposait le blesse ils se jeterent sur le brave coeur qui tentait de le sauver 
et le men^rent dans la rue oil -ilsle fusill^rent. II avait donne des soins k un 
frangais ! 

Leur cruelle.mechancete reclama plus encore; le soldat fut transports 4 
c6te du cadavre de Vital Arnould et abattu a son tour. Double crime que rien 
n'explique, sinon la haine, une haine sauVage contre des malheureux dont l'un 
avait accompli un acte hautement meritoire ! Quant a I'autre il ne potivait 
plus se defendre. . . . 

L'arrondissement de Mons a 6te beaucoup moins dprouve que celui de 
Charleroi. Nimy, Jemappes et Quaregnon ont surtout souffert parce qu'ils ont 
ktk englobes dans le vaste champ de bataille oil se rencontr^rent Allemands et 
Anglais. 

Le 23 Aoflt, 1 9 14, 1'armee britannique eut a rSsister au choc des Germains^. 
Un combat d'avant-postes se produisit a Nimy. Attaques par des forces 
supSrieures les Anglais battirent en retraite ; aussitdt, les Huns, entrant dans 
cette commune, donn^rent la mesure de leur triste mentalite et ils eurent la 
cruautS de punir la population de la belle resistance anglaise. 

Dans aucune guerre moderne cette pretendue responsabilite n'a jamais et6 
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have already stated, in one commune alone, Monceau-sur-Sambre, which is 
not included in the list just quoted, the number of victims reached a total of 
seventy. Reports of many other losses sustained by other martyred districts 
are continually coming in to swell the total. 

When the war is over, and a full light is shed on all the crimes committed 
by the Germans in and about Charleroi, it will be seen that Charleroi fared 
little better than Luxembourg. The full horror of the invasion will then be 
recognised, and there will be a fresh outburst of indignation among humane 
folk throughout the world. Many a hapless creature now under the heel of 
the oppressor, many a man whose lips are now sealed by a perfectly justified 
sense of prudence, will one day proclaim the truth, and the earth itself, wherein 
so many victims were buried in haste, — the earth, too, will tell its tale. 

How many lie sleeping in the land of the Walloons in graves dug on the 
morrow of those scenes of bloodshed. At Montigny-le-Tilleul lie two men 
whose death cries aloud for vengeance. One of them — Vital Arnould — was a 
Belgian ; the other — Louis Sohier — a French soldier. The latter was wounded 
in the thigh while on outpost duty. He was picked up by Arnould, who tended 
him like a brother. The man had dropped a few yards away from Arriould's 
house, and was he to be left to die by the roadside ? When the Huns entered 
the room where the wounded man was lying, they threw themselves on his 
warm-hearted rescuer, who endeavoured to escape, dragged him out into the 
street and shot him. He had rendered aid to a Frenchman ! 

Their cruel spite was not yet satiated. The soldier was carried out and 
laid beside Vital Amould's dead body, and done to death in his turn. The 
sole reason for this double murder was hatred — a savage hatred of the two ill- 
fated men, one of whom had performed a nobly meritorious action. As for the 
other, he could no longer defend himself. 

The Arrondissement of Mons suffered much less severely than Charleroi. 
Nimy, Jemappes, and Quaregnon came off the worst, because they were 
involved in the vast battlefield where the Germans and the English met in 
conflict. 

On the 23rd Augtist, 1914, the British Army was called on to resist the 
German onset. There was an affair of outposts at Nimy. The English, being 
attacked by superior numbers, fell back, The Huns immediately entered the 
Commune, where they gave another exhibition of their miserable ideas of fair 
play by punishing the inhabitants for the fine resistance offered by the English. 
There is no war of modern times in which such a principle has been put 
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proclam^e. II faut une veritable deformation de la raison pour I'lnstaurer! 
Dix-sept habitants de Nimy, dont quatre, femmes furent massacres, i coups de 
fusil, k coups de crosse ou de bai(onnette,.beaucoup de femmes et de jeunes 
filles violent^es et de nombreuses maisons pilldes et incendiees. 

Nimy aura certainement sa place dans le martyrploge de la Belgique, une 
partie de sa population ayant ite mise odieusement, apres les faits signal^s, a 
latete de I'arm^e allemande pour lui servir de bouclier. La bourgmestre de 
Mons, M.Jean Lescarts, des ^chevins et des notables de la capitale du Hainaut, 
furent adjoints aux habitants de Nimy et c'est, pr^c^dds de tous ces Beiges, 
que les Allemands'travers^rent la cit6, de la porte de Nimy h la porte de 
Bertainmont. En face de celle-ci, au sommet de 1' Avenue de Bertainmont; 
^taient retranches les Anglais. Des feux se croisferent et plusieurs otages 
furent blesses. Comme ils s'enfuyaient dans les rues adjacentes les Allemands 
leur tirerent dans le dos. , . . h^roifquement. 

Jemappes — nom qui sonne clair dans I'histoire — avait ^lev6 un monuoient 
commemorant la victoire de Dumouriez, peu de temps avant la guerre. A 
cette epoque la presse- allemande s'^tait indign^e de la glorification de cette 
victoire r^publicaine, indignation quelque peu naive. Pourquoi cette initiative 
n'eut-elle pas ete tol^r^e ? Quel texte de loi pouvait I'interdire ! 

Bref, aux yeux des Allemands^ Jemappes passait pour un aid de franco- 
philes et ils saisirent avec empressement I'occasion que la guerre leur apportait 
de Ij^craser. ... Le soir mdme de labatailleils s'attaquerent avee une r^elle 
fureur ^ cette population laborieuse du Borinage; massacrant les habitants dont 
ils-purent s'emparer et mettant le feu a une centaine de maisons. Mesquins 
dans leur haine, les Huns demolirent le monument d6 la bataille de Jemappes 
comme s'ils effa5aient par ce geste d'iconoclastes un rayon du glorieux pass6 
de la France. Ce monument sera releve et sans doute, 4 son ombre, un autre 
6voquera leis habitants martyrs. 

La commune de Quaregnon a assists aux m^mes atrocit^s. Cent- 
cinquante maisons y furent incendiees et de nombreux civils fusillds. Pourquoi 
ces destructions et cette furie ? Que pouvait-on reprocher aux Borains } 
D'etre sympathiques aux Anglais ? . . . Mais cette sympathie s'imposait ; elle' 
^tiait naturelle ; c'^tait la reaultante de Taction fraternelle du gouvernement 
anglais tirant I'ep^e pour d^fendre la Belgique. ^ 

II n'y a pas eu de francs-tireurs 4 Quaregnon.; il.n'y en a pas eu k 
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forward. To put it into practice presupposes some real mental deformity. At 
Nimy seventeen people — four of theiH women— were-done to death, being 
either shot, bludgeoned, or bayoneted ; many women and girls were outraged, 
and numerous houses were sacked and burned. 

Nimy will assuredly find a place in the Martyrology of Belgium. Ajccording 
to evidence reeeivedi some of the people were made to march in front of the 
German ; troops to shield them from the bullets of their adversaries. The 
Burgomaster of Mons, Monsieur Jean Lescarts, and some other prominent 
citizens were included in the batch, and with this group at their head the 
Germans marched through the city, from the Porte de Nimy to the Porte de 
Bertainmont. Opposite the latter, at the top of the Avenue de Bertainmont, 
the English were entrenched. Shots were exchanged and many hostages 
wounded. As they were trying to escape down the adjacent streets the 
Germans — brave men ! — shot-them in the back. 

Jenia;ppes — a name that rings out clear in the annals of the Past — had 
shortly before the wafr erected a statue in memory of Dumouriez' victory. The 
German Press on that occasion had waxed indignant over the glorification of 
this Republican victory. The indignation was rather naive. Why should not 
such a proceeding be approved of? What law was there to forbid it f 

To put it briefly, the Germans regarded Jemappes as a hot-bed of peopldn 
- sympathy with France, and they eagerly availed themselves of the opportunity 
offered by the war to crush it out of existence., The night after the battle 
they made a furious attack on the labouring population of Le Borinage, 
murdering any one they managed to seize, and setting fire to about a hundred 
houses. 

Mean and paltry in their exhibitions of hatred, the Huns destroyed, the 
monument of the battle of Jemappes, as though, by this act of iconoclasm, 
they were robbing France of a ray of her past glory. The monument will 
surely be re-erected, and in its shadow another statue will arise in memory of 
the martyred inhabitants. 

The Commune of Quaregnon also witnessed similar atrocities.. Here one 
hundred and fifty houses were burned and many people shot. Wherefore, 
this destruction — this fury? What complaint had the Germans to make 
against these people ? Was it that they sympatiiised with the English ? But 
how couM th^ help it ? It was the natural result of the action of the British 
Government when they, drew the sword in defente of Belgium'. There were 
no fmncs^rtireurs at Quaregnon ; there were none at Jemappes ; there- were 



112 VISIONS DE LA BELGIQUE DETRUITE 

Jemappes ; il n'y ' en a pas eu un seul dans tout le Borinage. Nul ne 
s'etonnera demain de voir la haine vou^e aux AUemands grandir dans tout le 
Pays Noir, tandis que Tamitie pour les Anglais et les Fran^ais y deviendra, de 
plus en plus forte. 

II s'est produit dans le Centre — autre bassin houiller du Hainaut— una 
trag^die qui n'est pas encore eclaircie k I'heure actuelle. Pourquoi les AUe- 
mands ont-ils fusing k Pdronnes M. Gravis, ancien membre de la Chambre des 
Representants, bourgmestre de cette commune ? C'dtait un excellent homme 
n'ayant, qu'un desir, 6viter, en ces jours de tourmehte, tout ennui k ses 
administr^s. II s'dtait montrd prudent, faisant appel au calme de tous. Un 
coup de feu a-t-il-it6 tir6 par un civil sur des soldats allemands ? Les Teutons 
n'en ont jamais parld. 

Mais en admettant qu'il se soit produit, en quoi M. Gravis aurait-il 6t6 
responsable de ce fait isole ! Avec lui sept autres otages furenl mis a mort 
et les Allemands incendierent 6^ maisons. Simple application du regime de 
la terreur pour aneantir toute pens6e de revolte, disent les journalistes et 
ecrivains germains. Toute invasion serait impossible, ajoutent-ils, sans de 
pareilles mesures. 

Si I'Allemagne etait envahie demain, et il faut I'esperer qu'elle le sera, la 
realisation de cette theorie serait-elle du go^t de la population ? N'elfeverait- 
elle pas au nom de Thumanit^ une energique protestation en voyant tomber 
ses bourgmestres comme tomba M. Gravis ! II n'en est pas moins vrai que 
cette monstrueuse theorie ne cessa d'etre en honneur pendant les jours de 
sang et de deuil d'Aout et de Septembre 1914, alors que se d^chatnait la furie 
germanique contre notre malheureux pays. A Tournai mSme, quand les 
Frangais furent obliges de se replier sur le faubourg Morelle et celui du 
CMteau, les Allemands les y attaquerent et, ayant pu s'emparer de leurs 
positions, grfice a une ^crasante superiority num^rique, se veng^rent sur les 
civils des pertes qu'ils devaient au feu adroit et prdcis des vaillants soldats de 
la Rdpublique. lis s'emparerent de plusieurs habitants, les fusill^rent, pill^rent 
quelques maisons, en incendiferent d'autres. 

Comme a Mons, comme dans le pays de Liege, comme k Dinant, etc., etc., 
ils firent de nombreux civils pris au faubourg du Chiteau et au hameau de la 
Tombe un parapet vivant derri^re lequel ils s'abrit^rent, pendant que les 
Frangais tiraient dans leur direction. Sitdt que les soldats de la noble France 
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none in the whole of Le Borinage. No one will be surprised to see the hatred 
of the people of the Black Country against the Germans grow still more 
fntense, while their friendship for the English and French becomes ever 
greater and greater. 

In Le Centre — another colliery district of Hainault — there was enacted 
another tragedy, the circumstances of which have not been completely 
ascertained. How was it that at Pdronnes the Germans killed Monsieur 
Gravis, an ex-Member of the Chamber of Representatives, and Burgomaster of 
this district ? He was a most worthy man, whose sole desire in these troublous 
times was to shield his fellow-townsmen from disaster. He had shown his 
prudence ; he had exhorted every one to be calm. Was it that some civilian 
fired on the German troops ? The Teutons have never broken silence on this 
matter. 

But even allowing that such a thing did occur, how could Monsieur Gravis 
be held responsible for an isolated incident of the kind ? With him seven oth^- 
hostages were put to death, and the Germans set fire to sixty-three houses. 
Merely an application of the principle of terrorisation for the purpose of 
crushing any ideas of revolt, say the jurists and publicists of Germany. 
Invasion, they add, would be impossible unless such measures were adopted. 

If Germany were invaded to-morrow — -and we must hope that she will be 
invaded — to what extent would the population appreciate the carrying out 
of this theory ? How fiercely they would protest in the name of humanity 
when they beheld their burgomasters dying, as Monsieur Gravis died ! 

It IS, nevertheless, true that this monstrous theory was held in honour 
during all those days of tragedy and mourning , that marked the months of 
August and September, 19 14, when the fury of the Germans was let loose 
against our unhappy country. At Tournai even, when the French were 
obliged to fall back towards the suburbs of Morelle and le Chateau, the 
Germans attacked them there, and, having gained possession of their positions 
— thanks to an overwhelming superiority in numbers — took vengeance on the 
inhabitants for the skilful and accurate shooting of the brave soldiers of the 
Republic, They seized several people, shot them, pillaged some of the houses 
and set fire to others. 

As at Mons, as in the districts around Liege, as at Dinant and elsewhere, 
they compelled numerous citizens whom they took prisoner in the Faubourg 
du Chiteau and the village of La Tombe to play the part of a living rampart 
behind which they sheltered from the fire of the French troops. As soon 

I 
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s'aper^urent de cette nouvelle sc^ldratesse allemande ils cessferent le feu. II 
en fut toujours ainsi pendant qu'ils combattaierit en Belgique, faisaniL c^der 
certaines considerations strat^giques au d6sir d'^pargner la vie des populations 
amies. La Belgique ne I'oubliera pas. 

Nous n'avons gufere parle au cours de cette sinistre inumiration des 
atrocitds allemandes, des exactions, des impdts, des taxes de guerre, de 
I'arrestation de nombreux otages, des mauvais traitements qu'ils avaient 
subis, de leur envoi en Allemagne et des souffrances qu'ils endurerent. 
L'arrondissenaent de Tournai a dte victime de ces sevices tout particuli^re- 
ment. Mais ce ne sont que les Opines de I'invasion ; nous n'avons voulu 
citer que les crimes : le vol, le viol, le pillage, I'incendie et le massacre. 
Et ces crimes nous allons les retrouver, hideux, troublants, bouleversants, 
d^vastant les provinces d'Anvers, du Brabant et les Flandres! 

Du calvaire gravi par la Belgique il nous reste encore plusieurs Stapes 
a franchir. 
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as the soldiers of France perceived this further manifestation of German 
ci'iminality they ceased fire. It was thus all through the Belgian campaign, 
and the French gave up certain positions of strategical importance in order to 
spare the lives of a friendly people. Belgium will not forget ! 

We have scarce made mention in the course of this melancholy narrative of 
the imposts, the war taxes, the arrest of numerous hostages, the ill-treatment 
which they had to undergp, how they were sent into Germany, and the 
sufferings they endured there. Tournai was visited with particular severity 
in these respects. But these are only the hardships of the invasion ; our aim 
has been merely to tell of the crimes committed : robbery, rape, pillage, 
burning, and massacre. And these crimes we shall meet with again in all their 
hideousness, spreading ruin throughout the provinces of Antwerp, Brabant, 
and Flanders. 

Of Belgium's Calvary many stages still temain to be.trod. 



CHAPITRE XI 

LA PROVINCE DU BRABANT 
Le sac de Louvain 

LARMfiE allemande menagait Anvers quiand les 24 et 25 Aout les 
Beiges sortant des positions fortifi^es qu'ils occupaient se lanc^rent 
M en avant. II se produisit des engagements si s^rieux a Hofstad& 
^ et a Sempst que les Teutons durent reculer. II s'en fallut de peu 
que la bataille ne nous apportdt la victoire. 

Pendant ces rencontres le courage de nos soldats se doubla de I'horreur des 
visions entrevues pendant la marche hero'fque vers Vilvorde et Louvain. Dans 
les villages oil ils entraient les preuves tangibles des atrocites allemandes 
surgissaient de toutes parts. Champs ravages, maisons detruites, demolitions 
de tout genre, cadavres de civils les conviaient a vaincre et cl ^eraser les mons- 
tres qui suppliciaient avec tant de cruautd leur pays. Ah ! s'ils avaient et6 
plus nombreux ! Mais ce spectacle de devastation et de mort se grava dans 
leur memoire et I'un de ces braves nous avoua que lorsqu'il combattit plus 
tard sur I'Yser il I'avait toujours present k la memoire ce qui doubla sa 
bravoure et comme il en fut de m^me pour beaucoup de ses compagnons, 
ainsi s'explique leur splendide h^rolsme. 

Qu'avaient-ils vu ? Parmi beaucoup d'horreurs a Sempst ils rems^rquerent 
les cadavres de deux hommes partiellement carbonises. L'un avait les 
jambes couples 4 la hauteur des genoux; I'autre les bras et les jambes 
amput^s. Un ouvrier, frapp^ de coups de bafonnette, avait, encore vivant, 
k\k enduit de petrole et jet6 dans sa maison qui flambait Son cadavre 
calcine fut decouvert par nos soldats k qui plusieurs tdmoins firent le recit du 
crime. Une femme siibit le m^me sort. 

A Hofstade m^mes atrocites. Les Allemands ne se preoccupant ni de 



CHAPTER XI 

THE PROVINCE OF BRABANT 
The Sack of Louvain 

THE German Armjf was threatening Antwerp when, on the 24th 
and 25th August, the Belgians quitted the fortified positions they 
had been occupying and moved forward to the attack. So 
heavy was the fighting at Hofstade and at Sempst that the 
Teutons were obliged to give ground. We came, indeed, within an ace of 
wmning a decisive victory. 

, During these encounters the horrible sights that met their eyes on the 
march towards Vilvorde and Louvain made our soldiers more resolute 
than ever. In the villages they passed through tangible proofs of the 
atrocities committed by the Germans rose up before them on every side. 
Fields laid waste, houses destroyed, every kind of wilful ruin, the dead bodies 
of the inhabitants, — all prompted them to conquer and crush the monsters who 
had inflicted such cruel sufferings on their country. Ah ! if only we had had 
men enough ! These scenes of death and devastation were engraven on their 
memory,. and one brave fellow said to us that when, later on, he was fighting 
the foe on the Yser, he had them ever present in his mind, and that they made 
him fight with twofold energy. So it was wJth many of his brave companions 
and this explains the splendid heroism with which they fought. 

What things were these that they had seen ? At Sempst, among the 
many horrible sights that met their gaze, they beheld the charrfed remains of 
two men. One of them had had his legs cut off at the knee ; the arms and 
legs of the other had been completely amputated. A workman, who had 
been run through with a bayonet, had, while still breathing, been drenched 
with petrol and tossed into his burning house. His charred body was found 
by one of our soldiers, who learned from several eye-witnesses the, details of 
the crime. A woman met her death in a like fashion. 

Similar outrages were perpetrated at Hofstade. Here the Germans, 
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I'age ni du sexe avaient frapp^ avec une rdelle demence plusieurs personnes. 
Une vieille femfne etait occup^e a coudre quand elle fut percee de coups de 
baifonnette. Lorsque nos soldats se heurt^rent a son corps la pauvre femme 
tenait encore en main I'aiguille de son labeur ; prhs d'elle une femme et son 
fils gisaient transperces de coups de baifonnette. Dans une habitation voisine 
les Huns avaient pendu un paysan. 

Aux abords de Malines pendant ces luttes qui precdd^rent le si^ge rdgulier 
d'Anvers, nos braves eurent a detacher dans une ferme isol6e le cadavre d'un 
vieillard li6 par les bras k une poutre du plafond de la pi^ce du rez de 
chauss^e. Le corps etait carbonisd ; seuls la t^te, les bras et les pieds res- 
taient intacts. Plus loin un enfant d'environ quinze ans ^tait attach^ les mains 
derri^re le dos, le corps compl6tement lard6 de coups de baifonnette. Dans 
plusieurs autres fermes s'entassaient de nombreux cadavres de paysans dont 
plusieurs avaient les mains jointes commfe suppliant leurs bourreaux. 

Beaucoup d'autres crimes dchapperent aux investigations rapides de nos 
soldats. lis luttaient sans pouvoir m^me songer a proc^dei? k une enquete, 
Mais ce qu'ils virent suffit a alimenter leur haine, et ils se rendirent compte de 
I'horrible besogne accomplie par I'ennemi. 

L'attaque de I'arm^e beige jeta du trouble et de la confusion dans les 
mouvements de I'armee allemande aux portes de Louvain. Tandis que des 
troupes venant de IJifalines debouchaient en d^sordre, d'autres, appelees en 
Mte, arrivaient de Liege pour renforcer la petite garnison de la ville. De plus 
Ton signalait des escouades qui avaient et6 piller les fermes et les chateaux 
environnants et dont les soldats apres des libations et des orgies, rentraient 
ivres, et outrageaient les femmes. 

C'est a I'une de ces bandes de pillards que Louvain dut sa fin tragique. 
Comme elle penetrait dans la rue des Joyeuses Entrees, ses eclaireurs, atteints 
d'une profonde ivresse, en voyant poindre un d^tachement de troupes qui 
venait k eux, dans I'obscurite, prirent les Allemands_ pour des Beiges et 
ouvrirent le feu sur les arrivants. Quand ils s'apergurent de leur erreur plus 
de soixante cadaA^res jonchaient le pave. Un religieux de Louvain, traversant 
la rue dans cette tragique soiree du 25 Aofit 1914, apr^s I'exode des soldats, 
put compter les morts. Peut-Stre y en eut-il d'autres dans les rues adjacentes. 

Aprfes la fusillade les Allemands resterent comme' ffappes de stupeur, mais 
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heedless alike of the sex or the age of their victims, had laid about them with 
the fuiy of madmen. An old woman was busy sewing, when she was stabbed 
several times with a bayonet. When our men stumbled across her body, she 
was still holding the needle with which she had been working. Near her a 
woman and her son were lying dead. They had been run through the body 
with a bayonet. In a house close by dangled the body of a peasant who had 
been hanged by the Huns. 

On the outskirts of Malines, during the fighting that preceded the real 
siege of Antwerp, our men came across the body of an old man in a lonely 
farmhouse. He had been tied up by the arms to a beam in the ceiling of a 
room on the ground floor. The body was burned to a cinder with the 
exception of the arms and feet, which were untouched. Further on they 
found the body of a boy of fifteen with his hands bound behind his back. 
He had been completely transfixed by a bayonet. In many other farms the 
dead bodies of peasants were lying in heaps. Several had their hands 
clasped as though imploring mercy of their murderers. Many othar crimes 
escaped notice during the hurried investigations of our soldiers. They had 
to go on fighting without being able so much as to think of carrying out a 
regular inquiry. Nevertheless they saw enough to add fuel to their indignation, 
and they realised the' horror of the deeds wrought by the enemy. 

The attack carried out by the Belgians before Louvain brought perplexity 
and confusion into the ranks of the German Army. While the troops from 
Malines were deploying in disorder, others, who had been hastily summoned 
from Liege to support the small force that was garrisoning the city, arrived 
on the scene. In addition to these there were bodies of troops who had been 
sacking the neighbouring farms and chateaux when the men, after orgies of 
drink and excitement, came back and outraged the women. It was to one of 
these bands of brigands that Louvain owes its tragic end. As they were enter- 
ing the rue des Joyeuses Entries their scouts, who were profoundly drunk, saw 
a detachment of soldiers coming towards them in the uncertain light. These 
were Germans, but they took them for Belgians and opened fire as they 
approached. By the time they recognised their mistake more than sixty 
corpses were strewing the roadway. A monk belonging to Louvain, who 
was crossing the street on this unhappy evening of the 25th August, 1914, 
after the soldiers had quitted the scene, was able to count the bodies. Very 
likely there were others in the adjoining streets. 

After the fusillade had ceased, the Germans remained for a while dumb- 
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cela ne dura gu^re. Aux officiers, sortant des maisons au bruit des coups 
de feu, lis pretendirent, a<in d'^viter des peines disciplinaires, que des habi- 
tants, transformes en francs-tireurs, ^taient les auteurs du massacre. Les 
chefs se garderent de verifier ces assertions. lis dtaient, d'ailleurs, sous 
I'impression des demiers combats livres par I'armee beige et ils se f^liciterent 
de suite d'avoir trouvd un motif pour se venger sur des civils du courage de 
nos troupiers. Le sort en ^tait jet^ et la ville de Louvain fut livrde k ses 
bourreaux . . . alors qu'il ne s'y trouvait pas un seul franc-tireur. 

La populatioji k aucun moment n'avait montrd la moindre velleite 
d'attaquer les Allemands. Elle n'avait plus d'armes, toutes celles qu'elle 
poss^dait ayant 6t6 realises, jusqu'aux fleurets d'escrime a I'administration 
communale et d^pos^es par ses soins dans reglise St. Pierre. L'Universite 
^tait fermee, les examens termines et la jeunesse estudiantine licenci6e depuis 
le debut de la guerre. De plus le bourgmestre, M. Colins, avait, tait placarder 
sur les murs de la ville une affiche appelant la population au calme. Enfin 
depuis le 19 Ao6t elle avait vu les Barbares a I'ceuvre, ce qui lui enlevait 
toute idee d'eritrer en conflit avec des gens aussi cruels, laissant a notre herofque 
armee le soin de les 'combattre. 

Deja ils avaient multipHe les actes les plus odieux pour terroriser la 
population. 

N'etaient-ils pas entr^s en maitres dans les maisons abandonn6es, brisant 
les portes a coups de hache et se livrant ensuite k un pillage honteux comme 
s'ils ^taient les professionriels du vol ? ' 

N'avaient-ils pas arr^te le bourgmestre de Louvain, M. Colins, M. Van der 
Kelen, spnateur, Mgr Ladeuze, recteur de I'Universite, et d'autres notables, les 
retenant comme otages ? Parmi ces honorables citoyens, dont la vie etait 
menac^e a chaque instant se trouvaient M. de Bruyn, vice-president du 
tribunal, et M. le notaire Van den Eynde, conseiller provincial. 

M. le commandant de place Manteuffel a peine installe, n'avait-il multiplie 
les requisitions de tout genre, ordonne aux habitants de laisser dans certaines 
rues leurs portes ouvertes, defendu de circuler apres huit heures et reclam6 
toutes les essences pour autos sous peine de mort ? 

Louvain 6tait menace d'etre saigne k blanc; les autorites allemandes 
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founded. But that did not last long. To their officers who came out from 
the houses to see what the noise was about, they alleged, in order to avoid 
punishment, that some of the inhabitants had turned themselves into francs- 
tireurs, and that they were responsible for the massacre. The officers took 
care not to inquire too closely into the truth of these allegations. Moreover, 
they still retained a vivid recollection of their last encounters with the Belgian 
Army, and only too eagerly embraced the opportunity of taking revenge on 
the pivil population for the brave resistance offered by our troops. The die 
was cast, and Louvainwas delivered into the hands of its destroyers — although 
not a single franc-tiretir had fired a shot. Never at any time had the people 
shown the slightest disposition to attack the Germans. They no longer had 
any arms ; all the weapons they possessed, including even fencing foils, having 
been surrendered to the municipal authorities, who had ordered them to be 
deposited in the Church of St. Pierre. The University was closed, the 
examinations were over, and the youthful student element had been dismissed 
since the beginning of the war. Furthermore, the Burgomaster, Monsieur 
Colins, had had notices posted up all over the city exhorting the people to 
remain calm. Finally, since the 19th August they had seen the Barbarians 
at work. That had removed any desire to enter into conflict with such 
bloodthirsty antagonists, and they were willing to leave the fighting in the 
hands of our brave army. The Germans had already committed a multitude 
of dastardly acts in order to overawe the population. They had made their 
way into the houses from which the owners had fled, breaking down the 
doors with axes and then committing disgraceful acts of pillage after the 
manner of professional robbers. They had arrested M^jnsieur Colins, 
the Burgomaster of Louvain, Monsieur Van der Kelen, a Senator ; Monsignor 
Ladeuze, the Rector of the University ; and other prominent citizens, all of 
whom they retained as hostages. Among these worthy citizens, who were 
continually being threatened with death, were Monsieur de Bruyn, Vice- 
President of the Tribunalj and Monsieur Van den Eynde, notary and conseiller 
provincial. 

The German Commandant, Manteuffel, had no sooner been appointed 
than he commandeered articles of every description, ordered the people 
living in certain streets to leave their doors open, forbade any one to be 
in the streets after eight o'clock, and commanded all motor spirit to be given 
up on pain of death. 

It seemed as though Louvain was in a fair way of being bled white by the 
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n'ayaient-elles pris I'encaisse des Banques privees ? Et c'est dans ces conditions 
que les Louvanistes voyant les Teutons op^rer, connaissant ce dont ils dtaient 
capables, eussent tente une revolte que tout esprit, m6me jug6 irrdfl^chi, efit 
comprise impossible. Ele plus ils n'ignoraient rien de ce qui se passait a leurs 
portes. Chaque jour des campagnards yenant en yille leur apprenaient de 
nombreux attentats contre les femmes et les jeunes filles4es hameaux envi- 
ronnants. Et ce n'^taient pas Ik propos en I'air, vagues rumeurs ; des temoins 
pr^cisaient? A Corbeek-Loo une jeune femme clg^e de yingt-deux ans 
dont le mari se trouvait a I'arm^e fut surprise le mercredi, 19 Aout, avec divers 
de ses parents, par une bande de soldats allemarids. Les personnes qui 
I'accompagnaient furent enfermees dans une maison abandonn^e, tandis 
qu'elle-meme fut entratnee dans une autre habitation oil elle fut successivement 
viol^e par cinq soldats. 

Dans ce mfeme village, et ceci est relate mot a mot dans le deuxieme rapport 
de la commission d'enquete, le jeudi 20 Aoflt, des soldats allemands prirent 
dans sa demeure une jeune fille de seize ans environ et s'emparerent de ses 
parents. lis les conduisirent dans une propriety abandonn^e et pendant que 
quelques-uns d'entre. eux tenaient en respect le p^re et la m^re, les autres. 
penetraient dans I'habitation dont la cave avait et6 ouverte et forgaient la 
jeune fille a boire. Puis ils la menferent sur une pelouse devant i'habitation 
et la violerent successivement. Comme I'infortunde continuait a opposer de 
la resistance, ils lui percerent la poitrine a coups de baltonnette. La jeune 
fille abandonnee par eux, apres ces actes abominables, fut rendue a ses parents 
et le lendemain, a raison de la gravity de son ^tat, administree par le curd de 
la paroisse et conduite a I'hdpital de Louvain. 

Des collines environnantes chaque nuit I'on apercevait au loin des lueurs 
d'incendie. Des chateaux et des villages, aprfes avoir dte pillds flambaient 
la-bas comme des torches ! Non, mille fois non, les habitants de la citdbraban- 
9onne n'etaient nullement disposes, a tenter des v^pres louvanistes. Ces 
mouvements de vengeance populaire^ possibles jadis, ne le sont plus aujourd'hui 
contre les mitrailleuses et les canons qui brisent tout elan et emp^chent 
toute agression; la pensee seule d'une revanche de ce genre tientde la folie. 
Elle n'est pas venue aux Louvanistes ; ils n'ont pas tire un coup de fusil, Si 
des soldats allemands ont ete couches par terre au nombre de soixante, 
peut-etre plus, c'est frappes par des balles allemandes. La meprise des 
soldats du Kaiser s'explique par les rumeurs d'une victoire Beige et dis 
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Germans, who had seized all the cash they could, lay hands on at the privq,te 
banks. Is it to be supposed that the people of Louvain, seeing the Teutons 
at work, and-knowing the enormities of which they were capable, would have 
attempted measures which any one — even the most thoughtless — must have 
seen to be utterly hopeless ? Moreover, they were fully acquainted with the 
things that were being enacted at their doors. Every day peasants coming 
in from the country told them of outrages committed on women and young 
girls of the surrounding villages. Nor was this mere tittle tattle, mere rumour ; 
they were detailed accounts given by eye-witnesses. At Corbeek-Loo a 
young woman of twenty-two, whose husband was away with the army, was 
surprised, on Wednesday, the 19th August, in company with several of her 
relations, by a number of German soldiers. The . people who were with her 
were shut up in an abandoned house, while she herself was dragged into 
another house and there violated by five German soldiers in succession. Qn 
Thursday, the 20th August, in this same village — the story is given word for 
word in the second report of the Commission of Inquiry — some German 
soldiers seized a young girl of sixteen in the house where she was' living, and 
also niade prisoners of her relatives. These latter they took into an empty 
house, and while some of the soldiers kept the father and mother quiet, tilie 
rest jvent into the house, the cellar of which had been opened, and forced the 
girl to drink. They then took her on to the lawn in front of the house and 
violated her one after another. As' the poor girl kept struggling they 
wounded her in the breast with a bayonet. Left by them after these abomin- 
able outrages, she was restored to her parents, and the next day "her condition 
was so grave that the curi of the parish gave her the sacrament, after which 
she was taken away to the hospital at Louvain. 

Every night on the neighbouring hills was seen the distant glare of 
burning buildings. Chateaux and villages, after being ransacked, were 
flaming like blazing torches. No ! a thousand times, No ! the people had 
no inclination to attempt a popular uprising. Possible in old days, such 
movements are no longer practicable now. Machine guns and artillery . 
can effectively check any such onset ; and even to think of a revenge of this 
kind is madness. . The thought certainly did not occur to the people of 
Louvain ; they never fired' a shot. If sixty German soldiers were levelled 
with the. dust, they were struck by German bullets. The mistake of the 
German soldiers is accounted ^or by the rumours that had gone abroad about 
a Belgian victory, and hence the troopers, who were returning in a state of 



124 VISIONS DE LA BELGIQUE DETRUITE 

lors les troupiers I'vres qui revenaient d'avoir pilld un chateau crurent voir 
dans leurs frferes d'armes des fantasslns ennemis, la nuit facilitant leur erreur. 

Cette version est la seule vraie. La preuve ? Dans cette nuit tragique du 
25 au 26 Aoflt, un soldat allemand, Polonais d'origine et cathoHque, soign6 
par les Peres dominicains du couvent da la rue Juste Lipse, leur ddclara 
nettement qu'il avait ete bless^ par une balle allemande au cours de cette 
^chauffouree. 

A peine s'est-elle produite que des coups de feu eclatent de toutes parts ; 
des cris de ddtresse et de^ d^sespoir d^chirent I'air ; les soldats pris de ddmence 
tirent dans les fen^tres, abattent les passants, mettent le feu aux habitations. 
Des flammes montent 9a et la determinant une terrible panique ; des mal- 
heureux tentent de s'echapper de leur maison en feu mais ils sont ou rejet^s 
dans le brasier ou fusilles ! 

Sit6t les ddbuts de I'lncendie des pompiers se presentent pour 6teindre le 
feu. Et que decouvrent-ils .' Leurs pompes a incendie detruites, mises en 
pieces et les dchelles Porta brisees. II faut que la cite soit r^duite en 
cendres. C'est la volonte expresse, formelle des autorites allemandes d^s le 
debut du Crime. Non seulement I'intefvention des pompiers a 6t6 rendue 
impossible mais si des habitants tentent de sauver leur demeure en com- 
battant Taction du feu hisses sur le toit, ils sont imm^diatement descendus k 
coups de fusil et leurs cadavres roulent sur la chaussee. 
Louvain doit disparattre ! 

Le rideau de flammes s'^largit, grandit, se developpe. C'est comme I'erup- 
tion d'un volcan . . . Des rues entieres sont embras6es et les monuments 
dont la cite universitaire s'enorgueillissait croulent dans la fournaise. La 
superbe collegiale St. Pierre, lech^e par les flammes, bientdt decouronnee de 
sa vo6te, est k demi detruite ; I'antiqiie college St. Ives, incendie k son tour, 
ne presente plus qu'un monceau de decombres ; le th63.tre s'effondre ; le 
palais de Justice h'est plus ; fecole des Beaux- Arts disparaJt an^antie par 
le feu dont la violence redouble. Puis vient le tour de I'Ecole commerciale et 
consulaire de I'Universit^. Les Halles elles-m^mes, les Halles s^culaires ne 
trouvent pas grice aux yeux des Allemands si fiers cependant de leurs 
savants et de leur science et par un contraste que leur caract^re abominable 
explique ils n'hesitent pas £i incendier la magnifique biblioth^ue de 
r University avec ses collections, ses incunables, ses manuscrits in^dits, ses 
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intoxication after looting a chateau, mistook their comrades in arms for 
enemy soldiers, the darkness making the error the more easy. This is the 
only true explanation of die occurrence, and the following is the proof 
ofit:— 

On this tragic night of August 25-26 a German soldier, of Polish origin 
and a Catholic, who was being tended by the Dominican Fathers of the rue 
Juste Lipse, told them outright that he had been hit by a German bullet in 
the course of the skirmish. Scarcely had this happened when rifle shots rang 
out from all sides and cries of distress and despair rent the air. Soldiers 
fired with random fury through the windows of the houses, struck down 
passers-by, and set fire ^o the dwellings ! As the flames rose up on every 
side, a terrible panic ensued ; some of the unfortunate wretches endeavoured 
to escape from their burning houses, but they were either thrust back inta 
the furnace or shot down. Immediately the fire broke out, firemen arrived 
on the scene ; and what did they find ? Their apparatus had been destroyed 
and their ladders broken. It had been determined that the city should be 
reduced to ashes ; such was the express and deliberate resolve of the German 
authorities ever since they had embarked on their career of crime. Not only 
was all interference on the part of the firemen rendered impossible, but, even 
if the inhabitants made any attempt to fight the flames by climbing on the 
roofs, they' were immediately fired at and brought down, and their dead bodies 
lay stretched in the street below. 

Louvain had been doomed to disappear ! 

The curtain of flame grew wider and more lofty. It seemed like the 
eruption of a volcano. Whole streets were involved in the conflagration, and 
the famous buildings of which the University city was so proud were soon 
crumbling in the furnace. The splendid Collegiate Church of St. Pierre, with 
the flames licking its walls, was soon deprived of its vaulted roof, and partially 
destroyed. The ancient college of St. Ives was also given to the flames 
and swiftly became nothing but a heap of ruins. The theatre fell in with 
a crash ; the Palais de Justice was no more ; the Ecole des Beaux Arts 
disappeared, completely consumed by the flames which grew co^inually more 
and more violent Next came the turn of the commercial and consular 
schools of the University. The Halles themselves — the immemorial Halles — 
were not spared by the Germans, proud as they are of their learning and their 
men of science. The magnificent library, with its priceless collections of 
incunabula and unpublished manuscripts, and its ancient records, perished in 
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archives. Cet acte monstrueuit en faisant disparaitre le labeur de cinq siecles 
les rapproche de plus en plus des Barbares. 

Comment I'Hdtel de Ville tout aigrette de tourelles, tout fleuri de pinacles, 
cisele, ajour^, comme une orftvrerie issue de la pierre; a-t-il pu leur echapper ? 

Sa valeur architecturale n'y est pour rien ; les richesses qu'il contenait 
moins encore. Le commandant de place Manteuffel s'y ^tait installe et il 
n'entendait pas y ^tre derang^ par le feu. 

II donna done des instructions precises pour pouvoir continuer librement 
la redaction de ses rapports pendant qu'autour de lui sombrait la cit6 uni- 
versitaire dans un ouragan de feu. 

Comment les Allemands parvinrent-ils k I'exciter, a le g^neraliser ? En- 
rendant plus ais6e la propagation des ftammes au moyen de fusses, en 
arrosant les maisons de petrole ou de naphte, en y. jetant des pastilles 
fabriquees bien avant la guerre pour cet objet. Enfin, ils eurent recours k la 
paille qk et la pour donner au foyer de I'incendie toute sa violence ! 

Pendant la journee du 26 Aout des toits de la rue Juste Lipse on embras- 
sait le panorama le plus tragique, le plus terrible, et le plus grandiose, celui 
que Neron dut contempler aprfes avoir mis le feu aux quatre coins de Rome, 

Du Nord au Midi les flammes s'^levaient mena$antes vers le ciel et 
I'eglise St. Pierre les dominait de sa masse au faite teoul6, comme un enorme 
squelette de feu d'oii se d^tachaient des milliers de flocons empourpr6s et 
d'^tincelles. Cette destruction ne devait pas suffire aux incendiaires et le 
27 Aofit ils donn&rehfr I'ordre aux habitants d'abandonner leurs maisons. 
Louvain devant etre bombarde. Pretexte ... La population partie, la ville 
allait etre livr^e au pillage pendant huit jours et toutes les richesses que con- 
tenaient encore les maisons epargnees ou que le feu avait respect^es dans les 
tlots incendies disparurent impitoyablement voices. 

Ma,is reprenons notre recit. 

L6 matin du 26 Ao6t de nombreux cadavres de civils jonchaient les 
rues et les places. Dans une seule rue on en a ^ompte plus de cinquante. 
Combien sont rest^s enfouis sous les mines de leurs maisons ? 

En 191 5 des travaux ont et^ entrepris, des fouilles faites et les restes de 
nombreuses victimes decouverts. 

Le lendemain de la catastrophe on apercevait sur le seuil des habitations 
des cadavres carbonises, ceux de malheureux habitants qui surpris dans leurs 
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the flames. This monstrous act, which destroyed the labours of five centuries, 
identified the Germans still more closely with the Barbarians. How came 
it that the H6tel de Ville, with its diadem of turrets, its garland of pinnacles 
chiselled and fretted like a piece of jewellery wrought in stone, escaped their 
fury ? Its value as a specimen of architecture did not" save it ; the treasures 
it contained still less. But the German Commandant, Manteuffel, had taken 
up his quarters there, and he had no intention of being forced to quit by fire. 
He, therefore, gave careful instructions that it should be spared in order that 
he might go on calmly drawing up his reports, what time the University city 
was crashing earthwards about him in a whirlwind of fire. What methods did 
the Germans employ to sow the seeds of fire and to cause the conflagration to 
spread .' They used fuses, sprinkling the houses with petrol or naphtha, and 
capsules expressly manufactured for the purpose long before the war. Lastly, 
they made use of straw in different places in order to lend the utmost fierce- 
ness to the progress of the flames. Throughout the 26th of August, from the 
housetops in the rue Juste Lipse, the eye beheld a panorama of the most 
tragic, terrible, and magnificent description, a sight such as Nero must have 
witnessed after the four corners of Rome had been given to the flames at his 
command. From north to south the flames rose up threateningly to the 
skies, and the Church of St. Pierre reared itself above them with its crumbling 
tower like an enormous fiery skeleton, from which there arose thousands and 
thousands of crimson flakes and sparks. But the incendiaries were not to be 
satisfied with this measure of destruction. On the 27th August they gave 
orders to the inhabitants to quit their houses, for Louvain was to be bom- 
barded. On what pretext ? As soon as the people had departed the city was 
destined to be looted for a whole week, and every article of value that had 
been left in the houses which had not been set on fire, or which the flames had 
not reached in the little oa^es which existed amid the ashes and ruins, was 
carried off by the pitiless robbers. 

But let us resume our narrative. On the morning of the 26th August 
numerous dead bodies of slaughtered civilians were encumbering the streets 
and the squares. In one street alone more than fifty corpses were counted. 
How many lay buried beneath the debris of their houses? In 1915 a 
systematic search was inaugurated, and as a result of this work the remains 
of numerous victims were discovered. 

After the catastrophe the charred corpses of many unfortunate victims 
were found lying across the threshold of their houses. They were the bodies 
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caves par I'mcendie avaient tent^ de s'^chapper et que Ton avait rejet^s dans 
le brasier. Les autres restes dans leur cachette avaient ^te ensevelis, comma 
dans une tombe, sous les decombres. Que de scenes pathetiques, de drames 
dechirants se sont passes dans cette nuit fatale du 25 au 26 Aofit ; que de 
souffrdnces atroces, de douleurs, d'affolement au cours de ces heures sombres, 
tragiques qui virentimourir la cit6 universitaire, si animee avant rultimatum, 
- paree de confiance, de vie alerte, de joyeux et de fiers souvenirs. 

Pendant que les incendiaires poursuivaient leur horrible mission en 
activant le feu, d'autres soldats, remplissant une tache non moins odieuse, 
s'emparaient de plusieurs notabilit^s, de nombreux pr^tres et religieux, de 
modestes ou riches n6gociants, d'autres civils, et les conduisaient Place de la 
Station. 

Deux groupes y sont form6s ; le premier ne depasse pas la Place de la 
Gare. Vingt-cinq hommes, peut-6tre plus, y ont etd lichement assassin^s. 
Comme dans les villes martyres de la Wallonie les bourreaux ont contraint 
les femmes et les enfants a zissister au massacre. Et en depit des cris, des 
larmes et des supplications de ces malheureuses et de la stupeur des petits, 
ne comprenant rien a ces exces de firodte, p^res et epoux, n'ayant rien fait 
pour meriter ce sort, sont tombes sous les balles allemandes. Detail horrible ; 
apr^s la salve qui. venait de faucher tant d'existences, un officier, un bandit, 
obligea les femmes k applaudir le crime accompli. Cette cruaute raffin^Cj 
poussee k I'extreme demasque a jamais un peuple et le fait juger tel qu'il est. 
Mais une exception, pour mieux confirmer la r^gle s'est produite et des 
Louvanistes nous ont certifi6 qu'ils avaient d\H la vie k un autre officier dont 
les sentiments etaient aux antipodes de ceux de ce monstre. Intei-pelle par 
I'un de nos compatriotes aprfes I'exdcution il ne cacha pas le m^pris qu'il 
avait pour les tortionnaires. "Mais ne doivent-ils pas obeir comme moi, 
des ordres leur sont donnes DE HAUT, DE TRfeS HAUT ; si nous ne les exe- 
cutions pas nous serions fusilles." 

En depit de ces terribles instructions plus humain que ses collogues il 
arracha a une mort certaine dix Louvanistes destines a partager le sort des 
executes. 
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of those who had concealed themselves in their cellars. They had been taken 
unawares by the fire, and, in trying to escape, had been thrust back into the 
flames. Others who had remained in their hiding-places had been buried 
deep, as though in. a tomb, beneath the ruins. What scenes of pathos, what 
heartrending dramas were enacted on this fatal night of August 25-26 ; what 
unspeakable suffering, what sorrow, what wild frenzy must have overtaken the 
people during those dark and tragic hours that witnessed the passing of that 
University city which, before the war, had been the scene of so much anima- 
tion, which had been so alert, and which was endowed with such happy and 
glorious memories ! While the incendiaries were carrying out their horrible 
task, and using every effort to cause the flames to spread, other soldiers were 
discharging a work not less hateful. They seized several prominent citizens- 
many of whom were priests and monks, peaceable well-to-do merchants, 
and others— and marched them off to the Place de la Station., They were 
then drawn up into two groups. The first did not extend beyond the Place 
de la Gare. Twenty-five men— perhaps more — were there fouljy done tq 
death. As was the case in the martyred towns of the Walloon country, the 
butchers compelled the women and children to look on at the massacre. 
Despite the shrieks and sobs of the former, and the stupor of the little ones,. 
to whom such uncontrolled savagery was quite inexplicable, husbands and 
fathers, though they had done nothing to deserve such a fate, fell dead beneatk 
the bullets of the Germans. This horrible detail must be put on record. 
After the fatal volley had been fired, one ruffianly German officer compelled 
the women to applaud the deed that had been wrought. This crowning 
refinement of cruelty shows us the nation as a whole in its true colours, and 
enables us to judge them as they really are. But there was one exception, 
an exception which proved the rule. Many of the people of Louvain assured 
us that they owed their lives to an officer of a totally different disposition from 
that of the monster whose actions we have just related. Being questioned by 
one of our own people after the execution had taken place, he did not conceal 
the contempt with which he regarded the torturers. " But," he said, "they are 
bound, just as I am, to carry out the commands that reach them from an 
exalted personage. If we did not carry out these death sentences we should 
be shot." Nevertheless, in spite of these terrible instructions, with,a humanity 
to which his colleagues were strangers, he snatched from certain death more 
than ten of the people of Louvain who had been condemned to share the fate 
of the others who had been executed. When he spoke of orders received 

K 
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Quand il park d'ordres venant de "tr^s tiaut" faisait-il allusion i 
I'empereur ? 

Pendant les semaines de la furie germantque son exemple fut peu suivi, 
tant la cruaut^ des supdrieurs et leur sev^rit^, s'exerc^rent imperieuses 
m^me sur les moins mauvais. \ 

Cette Place de la Station, arrosde du sang de tant d'innocents, vit une 
seconde tragedie qui secoua d'indignation comme la premiere tous les 
assistants autres que les Teutons. Lids quatre par quSatre plusieurs prfitres et 
religieux partagferent le sort de leurs concitoyens. Parmi ceux-ci Ton comp- 
tait des libdraux, des socialistes, des francs-magons. Tous, comme les abbds, 
comme les moines, moururent avec le meme courage, animes du m6me 
patriotisnie, montrant sur leurs traits le meme degofit de leurs bourreaux, la 
meme horreur du crime. 

En Flandre comme en Wallonie,. a Louvain comme a Surice, comme et 
Tamines tous les partis compt^rent des martyrs et nous devons en tirer une 
m6me fiertd les honorant egalement. Tous les fils de la Belgique pendant 
cette grande crise ont ete dignes de leur mere, en souffrant, Idchement tortures, 
pour elle. 

Le second groupe a et6 egalement 6prouve mais moins tragiquement. 
Apr^s que les hommes eussent dte separds des femmes et des enfants, Place 
de la Station, ils furent dirigds jusqu'au village de Campenhout oh ils ddfi- 
Iferent devant le front des troupes, 

Voila qui rappelle I'antiquitd. . . . Les populations conquises, transformdes 
en un "troupeau d'esclaves, passant devant les vainqueurs, pour qu'ils se 
rendissent mieux compte de la proie acquise ! 

Apr^s ce ddfile sinistre, les malheureux qui avaient etd abreuves pendant 
le trajet de mauyais traitements, menaces a chaque instant d'etre fusillds, 
furent enfermes dans I'dglise de Campenhout oil ils passferent la nuit. Le 
iendemain vers quatre heures un officier allemand les prdvint qu'ils pouvaient 
se confesser et qu'ils seraient fusillds une demi-heure plus tard. Toujours les 
memes menaces pour torturer nioralement les victimes quand on ne les 
suppHciait pas physiquement. Vers 4 h. 30 du matin on remettait en 
libertd ces soixante-quinze malheureux, mais ils etaient bient6t arrdtds de 
nouveau par une autre brigade allemande qui les forgait k marcher devant 
elle dans la direction de Malines. Ils furent enfin rel^chds le Iendemain, 
pendant I'apr^s-midi aux portes de la citd archidpiscopale. Ce ne furent pas 
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from some "exalted personage," was Jt to thp Emperor that he was 
alluding ? 

The example of this officer was rarely followed, so great was the fear inspired 
by the higher command even on those who were least disposed to act with cruelty. 
This Place de la Station, bathed as it was in the blood of so many 
innocent victims, beheld yet another tragedy which made every one who wit- 
nessed it— save the Germans themselves — tremble with indignation. Fettered 
together in groups of four, several priests and monks were made to share the 
lot of their fellow-citizens. These latter included among their number 
Liberals, Socialists, and Freemasons. All of them, as well as the abb^s and 
monks, met their death with equal courage ; all were inspired by the same 
patriotism, and displayed in their countenances the same loathing of their 
murderers, the same horror at their crimes. 

In Flanders, as in the Walloon country ; at Louyain, as at Surice and ' 
Tamines, every section of the population had its martyrs, and this should be 
•for us a cause fpr pride ; we should hold them all in equal honour. All the 
sons of Belgium, during the great crisis showed themselves worthy of the land 
which gave them birth, in the sufferings they bore for her sake. 

The second group had also its trials to endure^ but they were of a less 

tragic order. After the men had been, separated from the women and 

children in the Place de la Station they were marched off to the village of 

Campenhout, where they had to file past the troops. Here we have an 

incident that reminds us of the conquerors of antiquity. The vanquished 

people, herded together like slaves, were made to troop past the victors to 

enable them the better to take stock of the results of their triumph. Wfien 

this melancholy procession had been filed past, the unhappy wretches, who 

had been treatgd with every description of harshness during the march, and 

had been continually told that they were going to be shot, were shut up in the 

church at Campenhout and there compelled to pass the night. About four 

o'clock next morning a German officer informed them that they were at 

liberty to make their confession, and that they were ta be shot half an hour 

later. Ever the same threats in order to produce moral agony in the minds of 

those whom they forebore to torture physically. About half-past four these 

seventy-five hapless wretches were set at liberty, but they were soon arrested 

again by a different German brigade, who made them march at their head in 

the direction of Malines. They were finally released in the afternoon of the 

following day at the gates of the archiepiscopal city. There were others more 
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les plus cruellement traites. Combien a plaindre ces ipauvres Louvanistes 
conduits a la gare, enferm^s brusguement dans des wagons a bestiaux et 
envoyes a Cologne 'oii ils debarqu^rent apris un voyage de 26 heures sans 
avoir re§u la moindre nourriture. La populace les accueillit en leur jetant des 
ordures, en les accablant d'injures, de sarcasmes et d'outrages ; les soldats qui 
les escortaient furent meme obliges de les defendre contre de petits drdles qui 
voulaient leur porter des coups de couteau. 

N'etaient-ils pas des francs-tireurs ? Les femmes de Louvain n'avaient- 
elles pas crevd les yeux des Allemands blessds ? Aussi tous ces gens tromp^s 
par les l^gendes colportees, par les articles mensongers des journaux, par les 
calomnies repandues a foispn, furent-ils trhs etonnds, quand le lendemain on 
autorisa les prisonniers, qui avaient passd une tres mauvaise nuit dans une 
baraque foraine, a reprendre le chemin de Bruxelles en de mauvais wagons. 

Dans un etat complet d'^puisement ils y arriverent le dimanche 30 Aoiit 
et pour la premiere fois, ils purent se nourrir a peu pres a leur faim. Jusque 
la on ne leur avait donne que de I'eau et un peu de pain. . 

A ce propos Ton doit signaler un trait de mechancet^ des bourreaux. 
Lors des executions du 26 ils laisserent les femmes et' les enfants pendant 
toute une journee sans leur donner de nourriture voulant les condamner a 
un maximum de souffrances morales et physiques pour obeir ct une haine 
furieuse. II en fut de meme des prisonniers de la colonne de Campenhout ; 
ils endurferent cruellement le supplice de la faim. 

Mais terminons la triste odyss^e des Louvanistes envoyes a Cologne et 
reexp^di^s comme des colis humains a Bruxelles. En quittant la capitale ils 
furent conduits jusqu'aux avant-postes allemands devant Malines et reldch^s. 
Tous, toutefois ne rentr^rent pas en Belgique et plusieurs, victimes de leur 
mauvaise chance, leur figure ne-plaisant pas aux Huns, furent emprisonn^s 
dans des camps ou des forteresses oh ils se trouvent toujours. 

lis ne sont pas coupables ; on ne peut rien leur repocher et ils resteront en 
Allemagne jusqu'^ la fin de la guerre, leur arrestation aux yeux des calomnia- 
teurs expliquant, justifiant leurs calomnies. Plus tard une troisifeme colonne 
(le 27 Aoflt) quittait Louvain et se difigeait vers Bruxelles. EUe se composait 
surtout de membres du clerg^ de religieux, honores particulierement de la 
haine de I'ennemi, de pauvres civils, etc. Le recteur de I'Universite, Mgr 
Ladeuze, se trouvait au milieu d'eux. 

De Louvain. a Tervueren les prisonniers furent insultes, brutalis^s, fnenac6s 
d'etre passes par les armes. Et c'est dans une prairie non loin de Tervueren 
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cruelly treated than these, as, for example, those poor people who were taken 
to the railway station, thrust rudely into cattle trucks, and sent off to Cologne, 
where they arrived after a twenty-six houi*s' journey without having tasted a 
morsel of food on the way. At Cologne the people pelted them with dung 
and overwhelmed them with jeers and insults. The soldiers by whom they 
were escorted were even obliged to protect them against some gamins who 
tried to hack at them with knives. They were francs-tiretirs forsooth, and 
the women of Louvain had tried to gouge out the eyes of wounded German 
soldiers ! Thus the people, led away by the tales that had been served up to 
them, by the lying articles published in the newspapers, and by the slanders 
that had been scattered far and wide, were very astonished to learn, when 
the next day came, that the prisoners who had spent a terrible night in a 
temporary shed were to be put into some very filthy railway trucks and 
re-consigned to Brussels, where they arrived on Sunday, the 30th August, in a 
state of complete exhaustion. At last they were able in some measure to 
allay their hunger. Till then they had only been given water and a little 
bread. Here we must call attention to an instance of wanton cruelty on the 
part of the Huns. While the massacres of the 26th August were in progress 
they left the women and children for a whole day without food, desiring, in 
the mad fury of theu" hatred, to rnake them undergo the maximum of physical 
and moral suffering. So in the case of the Campenhout captives : they were 
compelled to suffer the bitterest pangs of hunger. 

But let us conclude our story of the dreary pilgrimage of the citizens of 
Louvain who were sent to Cologne and then re-despatched to Brussels like so 
many human parcels. After leaving the capital they were conducted as far as 
the German outposts before Malines and there set free. Nevertheless they did 
not all get back to Belgium. Several whose faces the Huns did not find to 
their taste were kept back and interned in camps or fortresses, where they still 
remain. They have committed no crime ; no charge can be brought against 
them, and they will be kept in Germany until the end of the war, their presence 
being held by the slanderers to justify their evil reports. Later — on the 27th 
August — a third batch set out from Louvain and proceeded in the direction 
of Brussels. It consisted largely of members of the clergy and monks, who 
were honoured with special hatred by the enemy ; of poor civilians, etc. The 
Rector of the University, Monsignor Ladeuze, was among them. All the 
way from Louvain to Tervueren the prisoners were insulted, ill-treated, and 
threatened with death, and it was in a field not far from Tervueren that P^re 
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que Ton fusilla le' pere Dupi^reux. Un religieux beige a dottni de cet 
assassinat le recit suiTS-ant : 

"... Voila que deux soldats amenent le p^re Dupi^reux. Un autre 
vient tenant un papier ddnt il demande le propridtaire. Le Pfere se nomme. 
On demande quelqu'un connaissant TAllemand. On me ddsigne. Que vois- 
je ? Le P^re avalit une croix blanche dans le dos et en mains son crucifix des 
vceux ; il le regardait fixement. Un soldat me pr^sente le papier ; I'officier 
me dit ' voila, vous lirez ce papier d'abord en frangais, ensuite vous le traduirez 
en Allemand. Gare a vous si vous omettez un mot, vous serez fusille avec 
lui.' Mon cceur battait bien fort Le pauvre P^re est condamne. Que 
faire ? Ne pas lire ? La mort du Thre allait suivre cette lecture ? Voici k 
peu prhs le contenu de ces notes: ^ Les Allemands ont envahi la Belgique, 
mettant tout d feti et d sang. Comme des hordes de barbares Us ont promeni 
partout le ravage. Quand Omar eut incendid la bibliothique d'Alexandrie on 
n'aurait gtiire cru .que" pareil fait pouvait se reproduire. Et cependant il iest 
reproduit d Louvain : la bibliothkque est livrtfe aux flamvies. La voild done, 
cette fameuse Germanisehe Kultur dont Us se sont tant vanth ! ' 

" Arrivd la I'officier me dit : Genug, ab. Quelqu'un veut interc^der : K^ein 
Wort mehr. Alors le Pere qui avait ^coute la lecture avec calme, en pleine 
possession de lui-m^iiie, demande a recevpir I'absblution. Oil explique cela 
a I'officier qui, comprend p^niblement et accorde. Le P^re met un genou k 
terre, le p^re Fernand Willaert le confesse. Puis le P^re se releve ; le pere 
Willaert lui donne la main. L'officier crie ' Worwdrts fiir den Front' 

"Le Pfere s'avance sans hesiter un instant, ses yeux ne quittent pas le 
crucifix qu'il porte sur la poitrine. A une quinzaine de metres devant notr© 
rangde, le P^re s'arrete sur I'ordre- de rofficier. Celui-ci fait venir quatre 
soldats et-les place entre le Pere et nous. Le P^re montrait le dos avec la 
croix blanche marquee! de^sus. L'officier commande ' Z^^/a«. Fetter!' Lfes 
quatre coups pa:rtent ne faisant qu'une detonation et le Pere s'abat sur le 
dos. Les bras remuaient encore l^g^rement. On fit faire alor& seulement 
demi-tour aux spectateurs parmi lesquels le fr^re jumeau de la victime, Un 
confrere se retourna pour voir ce qui suivrait^ I'officier s'approcha du corps et 
appliqua un fusil k I'oreille, si bien que Ja balle sortit par I'ceil. 

" L'officier me fit alors traduire la proclamation suivante : ' Vous serez 
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Dupidreux was^ shot. A Belgian monk gives the following account of this 
assassination. "... And now P^re Dupi^reiux appears guarded by two 
soldiers. Another soldier arrives bearing a paper and inquires to whom it 
belongs. Pfere Dupi^reux replies that it is his. They ask for some one who 
understands German. My name is mentioned. This is what I see. P^re 
Dupi^reux was wearing a white cross on his back and carried his crucifix in 
his hand J he was gazing at it fixedly. A soldier handed me the paper, 
' Here,' said the officer, ' read this paper, first in French, and then translate it 
into German. -Woe betide you if you leave out a single word; yoti^ill be 
shot like him.' My heart was beating furiously. Poor P^re Dupiereux is 
sentenced to die. What could I do ? Refuse to read ? His death would 
follow the reading of the paper. The following is practically how the paper 
ran : ' The Germans have invaded Belgium, burning and slaying with utter 
recklessness. Like hordes of Barbarians they have committed outrages on 
every hand. When Omar burned the library at Alexandria it would scarcely 
have been thought possible that such a deed could be enacted agaiti. And: 
yet it hasieen enacted again, — at Louvain ; the library has been given to the 
flames. Behold it, then, this famous German Kultur of which they boast sO' 
loud!' When I had reached that point the officer said to me, 'Genug,. 
ab ; ' some one endeavoured to intervene. ' Not a word more.' Then P^re 
Dupiereux, who had listened calmly while the reading was taking place, with 
perfect self-possession asked that he might receive absolution. With some 
difficulty the officer was made to understand. P^re Dupiereux knelt on one 
knee, and Pfere Femand Willaert heard his confession. Then the former arose. 
P^re Willaert gave him his h^md. The officer shouts, ' Vorwarts fur den front.' 
Pfere Dupiereux obeyed without a moment's hesitation, his eyes never leaving 
the crucifix which he wore on his breast. Fifteen paces from where we were 
standing he halts at the officer's command. The latter orders up four soldiers,, 
and stations them between Pere Dupiereux and ourselves; The tatter's back 
was towards us, the white cross marked thereon. ' Legt an. Feuer ! ' cried the 
officer. The four shots rang out with a single detonation, and the victim feli 
backwards. His arms were still moving slightly. The spectators, among 
whom was the victim's twin brother, were then prdered to turn about. 
Another priest looked back to see what was going to happen next An 
officer went up to the ^iead body and discharged a rifle so close to the ear 
that the bullet came out at the eye. The officer then made me translate the 
following proclamation : — 
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conduits avec nous, sur nos chariots, Quand nous arriverons devant un 
village, deux ou trois d'entre vous seront choisis pour aller avertir le bourg- 
mestre d'avoir a calmer la population. Si des coups de feu partent de quelque 
maison, on briilera tout le village, on massacrera les habitants en m6me temps 
que vous tous.' " 

Le p^re Dupiereux a dte fusill^ pour avoir proclame la verite sans passion. 
Un jour viendra oti le jugement qu'il a portd dans cette Evocation historique 
sera taille dans le marbre ou coule dans le bronze. II lui a coflt^ la vie mkis 
il coutera k I'Allemagne I'honneur. Entre le crime d'Omar et le crime 
allemand aucune difference, aucune nuance. Le rapprochement restera, il 
sera eterqellement vrai et fl^trira la pr^tendue civilisation germanique. Son 
maquillage s'est ecaille et la Belgique I'a vue telle qu'elle est : hideuse. 

Apr^s la mort du p^re Dupi6reux les prisonniers montferent sur des 
<:hariots et c'est assis sur des sacs d'avoine qu'ils travers^rent la capitale k la 
grapde surprise des Bruxellois, 

Bientdt ils etaient relach^s a la demande d'une autorit^ religieuse et 
d'une autorite diplomatique. 

Nous venons d'assister aux horreurs de Louvain, au sac de la ville, aux 
executions, et nous avons suivi les corteges de la souffranc^. Le supplice de 
la cite n'a pas encore pris fin. Ella va ^tre livr^e au pillage. D^s le 26 Aoflt 
les Allemands en preparent les voies. Des officiers donnent I'ordre ^ deux 
pferes Dominicains de parcourir la ville en invitant le peuple k ne plus tlrer. 
Partout ces deux religieux furent accueillis par ces mots " Nous ii'avons jamais 
tire ! Nous ne tirons pas ! " que beaucoup repetaient en pleurant. 

Mais les officiers qui les accompagnaient ignorant ou feignant d'ignorer ce 
qui s'etait passe — la meprise, la faute initiale de leurs soldats — n'en per- 
sistaient pas moins dans un desir inassouvi de vengeance, de represailles et de 
chitiment. lis firent done annoncer que la ville serait bombardde le lende- 
main 27 Aout. 

Gr4ce k cette mesure claironnee mais non ex^cutee ils purent continuer la 
s^rie de leurs a;trocites. Sous pretexte que la cite allait etre arrosee de 
bombes, ce qui etait faux, ils purent chasser les habitants de leurs derneures 
pour permettre au vol organise de se manifester d'une fagon " Kolossale." 
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" ' You will be taken along with us on our transport waggons. Whenever 
we approach a village two or three of you will be chosen to go and inform the 
Burgomaster that he must calm the inhabitants. If a shot is fired from a 
single house, the village will be burned, the inhabitants will be killed and so 
will all of you." 

Pere Dupiereux was shot for making a dispassionate statement of the 
truth. The day will come when the verdict pronounced by him in this 
historic document will be graven on marble or moulded in bronze. It cost 
him his life, but it will ccwt Germany her honour. Between the crime of 
Omar and the crime of the Germans there is no difference — not a^ shadow 
of difference. The resemblance will remain and will cast an indelible stain 
on Germany and her so-called civilisation. She had cast off her dis- 
guise, and Belgium beheld her as she really was — beheld her in all her 
naked hideousness. 

After the murder of P^re Dupiereux the prisoners got up on to the 
waggons and then, seated on sacks of oats, they passed through Brussels, to 
the amazement of the inhabitants. 

Before long they were set at liberty on the representations from clerical 
and diplomatic quarters. 

We have witnessed the horrors of Louvain, the sack of the city, the 
massacres ; and we have beheld the sombre procession of sufferers. The 
trials of the city are not yet fully told. The work of pillage was now to 
begin. On the 26th August the Germans began to pave the way. Two 
Dominican Fathers were ordered by some officers to go through the city 
and to bid the people stop shootingT Everywhere the two monks were 
gireeted with the same words : " We have never fired a shot ; we never do 
fire," words that many of them repeated with tears. 

But the officers who accompanied them not knowing, or pretending not 
to know, what had happened — the initial misunderstanding in which their 
men had mistaken friends for foes — still persisted in thei%^ insatiable desire 
for , vengeance, reprisals, and retribution. They accordingly had it given out 
that the city was to be bombarded the following day, the 27th August. 
By reason of this announcement — ^though the measure was never actually 
carried oi^ — they were enabled to continue their atrocities. On the pretext 
that bombs were about to be rained on the city, they pretended to justify the 
expulsion of the people from their homes, and thus their organised campaign 
of robbery was given full opportunity to display itself on a " Kolossal" scale. 
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Plus de dix mille personnes arrachees k leurs demeures durent se dinger 
vers Tirlemont. Vieill^rds, femnies, enfants, malades, religieux, religieuses, 
toute une immense cohorte, defilerent k travers les villages en ruines, escortes 
par des fantassins et des cavaliers, 

A la moindre plainte, au moindre mot, ne comprenant pas les prieres, de 
ces pauvres gens, des soldats se ruaient sur eux, les jetaient dans les champs 
voisins et les passaient par les armes s'imaginant qu'ils avaient 6t6 insultds. 
Parfois quand un officier superieur etait annonc^ venant de Tirlemont toute 
la colonne dtait condamnee a s'agenouiller et sur la longueur de plus de deux 
kilometres le repr^sentant- de I'empereur passait au milieu de tons ces 
citadins k genoux comme les anciens conquiSrants au milieu des populations 
vaincues, Malheur k qui voulait rester- debout ; il etait imm^diatement 
Couche en joue. 

Pendant cette marche au desespoir, non seulement des Louvanistes furent 
fusill^s ou tues k coups de crosse, mais durant la traversee d'un village la oii 
des maisons subsistaient encore, k I'heure du repbs des soldats, beaucoup 
~6taient enfermes dans des Stables, des porcheries, des caves, afin de les 
emp^cher de s'enfuir par les champs. 

Quand leurs gardiens etaient ivres its passaient suivant leur mot la_ 
visite de leurs prisonniers, les fouillaient et les d^pouiliaient de tout ce qu'ils ' 
avaient, de tout ce qu'ils possedaient, moritres, chatnes en or,'argent, billets de 
banque, etc. En sortant de leurs mains que de malheureux n'avaient plus un 
centime. Qu'allaient-ils devenir .' Et I'un d'eux nous a avoue qu'il envisageait 
avec plaisir la pensee d'etre fusille. . . . 

Pendant que la population de Louvain achevait ce terrible exode, tout ce 
qu'elle avait acquis devenait la proie des soldats du Kaiser. Le pillage prit 
des proportions extraordinaires et se prolongea pendant huit jours. Deux 
apres le depart des habitants de nouvelles troupes allemandes arriv^rent k 
Louvain. Un soldat qui faisait partie de la i'" compagnie de la Landsturm, 
Gaston Klein, ^crivant ses impressions sur son carnet de campagne, laissa 
parler sa sincerite. " Nous arrivons k Louvain qui etait une veritable 
fourmiliere militaire. Le bataillon de la Landsturm de Halle arrive trainant 
aprfes lui toutes sortes de choses, surtout des bouteilles de vin et, parmi eux, 
il y en avait beaucoup qui etaient ivres. Un peloton de dix cyclistes roulait 
a travers la ville pour chercher du logement et on voyait une image de 
devastation telle qu'il est impossible de s'en faire une id^e pire. Des maisons 
briilant et s'effondrant entouraient les rues ; quelques rares maisons demeuraiant 
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More than ten thousand people were dragged from their homes and com- 
pelled to set out in the direction of Tirlemont. Old men, women, children, 
sick persons, monks, nuns, all in one immense cohort, passed in long file 
through the ruined villages, escorted by mounted men and infantry. 

At the least complaint, the slightest word, not understanding the suppli- 
cations addressed to them by these poor creatures, they would fly at them, 
hurl them into the adjacent fields, and there put them to death, imagining 
that they had been insulted. Sometimes when it was reported that a superiof 
officer was about to arrive on the scene from Tirlemont, they were all made 
to kneel down, .and for a distance of more than two miles the emperor's 
representative passed through these lines of kneeling citizens after the manner 
of the conquerors of old amid the vanquished peoples. Woe to any one who 
stood upright ; he was immediately shot. 

During this march of despair not only were they subjected to every kind 
of ill-treatment, but whenever they passed through a village where there 
were any houses left, many of them were shut up at meal times in cattle 
sheds, pigstys, and cellars, in order to prevent them from escaping across 
country. 

When their warders were drunk they would put their prisoners through 
an examination, as they used to call it, searching and despoiling them of 
whatever they had in their possession— watches, gold chains, money, bank 
notes, etc. , After their unhappy captives had passed through their hands, 
they rarely had so much as a centime left. What an outlook must have 
been theirs. One of them confessed to us that he viewed with pleasure the 
thought of being shot. While the people of Louvain were carrying out this 
terrible exodus, all their possessions fell a prey to the soldiers of the 
Kaiser. Pillage was committed on an extraordinary scale, and continued for 
a whole week. Two days after the departure of the inhabitants, a fresh 
German contingent arrived at Louvain. A soldier named Gaston Klein, 
belonging to the ist, Landsturm Company, wrote down his impressions, in 
his notebook in terms of evident sincerity: — 

"We arrived," said he, "at Louvain, which looked like a regular military 
ant-heap. The Landsturm Battalion from Halle came bringing in its train 
every conceivable thing, particularly. wine in bottles; and many of the men 
were drank. A platoon Consisting of ten cyclists rode through the town. 
trying to find quarters, and the scene of devastation was so terrible that ft 
would be impossible to imagine anything worse. Blazing houses kept lalling 
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debout. La course se poursuivait sur des debris de verre ; des morceaux 
de bois brfllaient, etc., Les fils conducteurs du tram et ceux du telephone 
tratnaient dans les rues et les obstruaient. Les stations encore debout 
etaient remplies de ' log^s.' De retour a la gare, personne ne savait ce qui 
deyait se faire. D'abord quelques troupes seulement se seraient rendues en 
ville, mais alors le bataillon allait en. rangs serr^s eij ville pour entrer par 
effraction dans les premieres maisons pour marauder du vin et autre chose 
aussi, pardon, requisitionner. Ressemblant a une meute en d^bandade, chacun 
y alia a sa fantaisie. Les officiers pr^cedaient et donnaient le bon exemple. 
Une nuit dans une caserne, de nombreux ivrognes,xe fut fini. 

" Cettejournie niinspira un mipris queje ni saiirais d^crire" 

Gaston Klein, ayant ete fait prisonnier a Aerschot par les Beiges, on 
trouva sur lui ces notes qu'il n'avait pu encore envoyer en AUemagne. 
Spectateur du crime il fut 6cceure et degofite ; les hommes qui I'avaient 
commis lui inspir^rent un mepris bien naturbl. II c^da k un acces de sihcdrite. 
Pourquoi les recteurs des Universites allemandes n'ob6irent-ils pas i la m6me 
loyaute ? pourquoi ne firent-ils pas entendre une protestation contre la 
destruction des Halles et de la Biblioth^que de Louvain, au nom de la 
Science qu'ils se disaient fiers de repr^senter ? 

Au contraire aveugles par un patriotisme exalte qui encouragea les criminels 
> a s'ent^ter dans le crime ils s'efforc^rent de les laver des accusations portdes 
contre eux. Besogne. difficile, tache penible. Leur lettre aux universites 
etrang^res se terminait par cette phrase : " Et si vous voulez rendre honneur 
a la v^rite, vous serez convaincus avec nous que \k ou les troupes allemandes 
durent accomplir une ceuvre de destruction, elles c^d^rent aux impitoyables 
k)is de la defense dans le combat." 

Ces lois n'avaient que faire a Louvain : leur necessite ne s'imposait pas ; 
rien ne les appelait au secours de I'envahisseur puisque les civils ne 
I'attaquaient pas. 

II est vrai que les Allemands pour " expliquer " leurs exploits persistent k 
repeter, " Les civils ont tire ! " Ofi ? Pr^cisez ? Dans quel quartier ? Dans 
quelle rue ? De quelle maison .' 

Vos accusations restent vagues et quand elles sortent de cette ombre elles 
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in all along the streets ; only a very few remained standing, here and there. 
Our line of route was full of broken glass and pieces of burning wood ; tram 
and telephone wires were hanging down in the streets and obstructing the 
way. The stations that were still standing were full of 'boarders.' Back 
again to the station. Nobody knew what was to be done. At first apparently 
only a few troops went into the town, but later on the whole battalion followed 
in close formation to break into the first houses they came to, in order to 
steal — I beg pardon, I should say requisition — wine and anything else they 
could lay their hands on. Like a ,mob' let loose, every one acted as his 
fancy prompted. The officers went first and set the good example. One 
night in barracks, several men drunk, and that was the end. The day's 
work filled me with feelings of disgust that I shall never be able to describe." 

Gaston Klein was taken prisoner by the Belgians at Aerschot, and these 
notes, which he had not yet managed to send to Gerniany, were found on 
him. He had beheld the crinie, and it iSUed him with sickening disgust ; and 
the men who had wrought it filled him with a very natural horrot. He 
allowed himself to state what he really felt. Why did not the Rectors of the 
' German Universities give a similarly frank expression to their feelings ? Why 
did they not raise, in the name of that Science of which they boasted them- 
selves the representatives, a protest against the destruction of the Halles and 
the library of Louvain .' 

Blinded, on the contrary, by a species of hysterical patriotism which did 
but encourage the criminals to persevere in their crime, they employed all their 
ingenuity in endeavouring to clear them of the charges levelled against them. 
Truly a sore and painful undertaking. The letter addressed by them to the 
foreign universities concluded as follows : — " And if you are willing to pay 
due respect to the truth, you will be convinced, like ourselves, that wherever 
the German troops were compelled to accomplish a work of destruction they 
yielded to the ineluctable necessity imposed upon them by defensive tactics 
in war." > 

These laws did i;iot apply in the case of Louvain. Nothing required that 
, they should be put into operation there. There was no need for the invaders 
to have recourse to them, for the inhabitants never attempted to attack. 

It is true that the Germans, in order to explain their conduct, persist in 
repeating that they were fired on by the inhabitants. Let them give 
particulars, then, and say where the firing took place. In what district ? what 
street ? from what house ? The charges are never definitely stated ; or, when 
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se font absurdes. Un sous-officier allemand n'a-t-il pas designe les fen^tres 
des Halles universitaires donnant sur le Vieux-Marchd cl Louvain, comme 
etant I'habitation d'oii dtaient partis des coups dfe feu ! Ot ces Halles sont 
toujours inha;bitees. Un autre soldat au hasard a denonce une autre 
demeure ; pour detruire son mensonge il s'est trouv^ qu'elle ^tait habitue 
par deux vieillards, incapables physiquement et moralement de manier aucune 
arme. 

Pourquoi n'avez-vous pas tentd une enquete sur I'dchaufifouree entre 
AUemands de la rue des Joyeuses-Entrees ? Comment se fait-il que vos 
soldats dans les rues de Louvain n'aient jamais ramassd que des cartouches 
allemandes? Les pr^tendus francs- tireurs 'beiges tiraient-ils avec des fusils 
^llemands sur vos soldats ? Assertion que nul n'admettra. 

Quand vos journaux ont accus6 les Louvanistes d'avoir fait subir k vos 
blesses les plus epbuvantables traitements, des mutilations de tous genres, 
n'ont-ils pas ete forces, comme la' Gazette de Cologne, d'enregistrer les 
dementis d'aumdniers et de m^decins allemands dont ils avaient impu'dem- 
ment invoque les temoignages ? , 

Comme les premiers actes de guerre de votre arm^e, penetrant dans la 
province de Liege I'ont demontr^, une consigne avait ete donnee a vos soldats j 
jjengejr sur les civils la resistance de la Belgique k I'ultimatum allemand. Une 
ceuvre de haine de commune en commune, d'etape en etape fut .r^alisee 
sans autre motif tangible que celui d'une deception terrible se muant en 
vengeance atroce. 

Le ministre de rint^rieur, dfes le d^but des hostility, le 4 Aout 1914, 
n'avait-il fecommande aux ci^^ils si I'ennemi se montrait dans leur region : 

" De ne pas combattre ; 

" De ne prof^rer ni injures, ni menaces ; 

" De se tenir i I'interieur de leurS maisons et de fermer les fenetres afin 
qu'on ne puisse dire qu'il y a eu provocation ; 

" Si les soldats occupent, pour se defendre, une maison ou un hameau isol^, 
de I'evacuer afin qu'on ne puisse dire que les civils ont tire ; 

" L'acte de violence commis par un seul civil serait un veritable crime que 
la loi punit d'arrestation et condamne, car il pourrait servir de pr^texte a 
une repression sanglante, au pillage et au massacre de la population inno- 
cente, des femmes et des enfants.". 

Les civils avaient done dte^avertis par I'autorite superieure comme Us le 
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Aey are so stated, they are obviously absurd. One German subaltern 
mentioned the windows of the University Hall, facing the Vieux-March^ at 
Louvain, as the house from which shots had been fired. Now these buildings 
are never inhabited by any one. Another soldier indicated a certain house at 
random. Unfortunately for his lie the house in question was found to be 
occupied by two old men physically and morally incapable of handling any 
weapon. 

Wliy has no attempt been made to inquire into the affray that took place 
among the Germans themselves in the rue des Joyeuses Entries ? How is it 
that the only cartridges- picked up in the streets of Louvain were German 
cartridges ? Did the alleged Belgian francs'tireurs fire with. German rifles ? 
A palpable absurdity. When the German newspapers accused the people of 
Louvain of having inflicted on their wounded the most abominable treatment, 
and of having mutilated them in all manner of ways, were they not obliged, 
like the Gazettede Cologne, to record the denials of the German doctors whom 
they had shamelessly quoted in support of their allegations ? 

As was shown by the initial acts of \yar of the German Army on entering 
the province of Liege, the soldiers had been ordered to take revenge on the 
people -for Belgium's refusal to comply with the terms of the ultimatum. From 
that time onward, from commune to commune, st-age by stage, the work of 
hate was accomplished, the only practical explanation of it being that it was 
a horrible vengeance exacted in retaliation for a dire disappointment. 

On the 4th August, at the very outbreak^f hostilities, the Minister of the 
Interior had issued the following warning to the inhabitants in case the enemy 
should appear in their neighbourhood. He enjoined them — 

" (i) To take no part in the fighting. 

" (2) To refrain from making insulting or threatening remarks. 

" (3) To remain in their houses and keep their windows shut so that no 
one might allege that there had been any jn-ovocation. If, as a measure of 
defence, the soldiers occupy a house or an isolated village the inhabitants 
should quit them immediately, so that it may not be said that any shots were 
fired hy them. An act of violence committed by one single person would be a 
serious crime, rendering a person liable to arrest and punishment, inasmuch 
as it might afford a pretext for the employment of sanguinary deeds of 
repression and pillage, and the massacre of innocent people and even of 
women and children," 

Thus the people had been warned by the Central authorities, as they 
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furent ensuite par les autorites communales et a Louvain comme dans les 
autres cites martyres ils ne manquerent pas de respecter des instructions qui 
entendaient sauvegarder leur vie. 

Les recteurs des Universit^s allemandes avant de lancer leur fameuse 
protestation auraient dfl envoyer des delegues avec mission d'etudier les actes 
commis par les soldats et leurs chefs et il se peut qu'en presence d'un pareil 
abus de la force, nullement provoque, ils eussent partag^ les sentiments de 
Gaston Klein. 

Quel panorama de deuil et d'dpouvante ils eussent contemple. Au debut 
de septembre, vue du Mont Cdsar, la cite surgissait dventr^e, comme si elle 
avait et^ bousculee, secouee, renvers^e par un gigantesque ouragan. Le vent 
s'engouffrait par des brMies g^antes et gemissait en frdlant les ruines. 
Tandis que les rues disparaissaient sous des collines de d^combres I'oeil h^sitait 
a se rappeler les anciens quartiers. Partout des pans de murs vacillants, des 
fagades branlantes, des maisons d^chiquet^es, des fenetres beantes. Nombre 
d'habitations croulant dans la fournaise avaient meme completement disparu. 

Si les recteurs des Universites allemandes s'etaient promenes parmi cette 
n^cropole ils eussent d'autant moins proteste que la preuve du pillage de la 
Ville leur eflt ete ais^ment appprt^e. Et quelle aurait ^t^ leur douleur 
patriotique en apprenant qu'une grande partie du butin, charg^e; sur des 
fourgons militaires, avait pris par train la direction de I'Allemagne. 

1394 maisons ont ete d^truites k Louvain et dans ses faubourgs. Des 
milliers d'autres ont ete saccag^es. 

Combien de victimes ? Les premieres statlstiques en fixaient le nombre 
k 176, hommes, femmes, vieillards et enfants, riches et pauvres. Depuis Ton 
a d^couvert dans les ruines de nombreux cadavres ; toutes n'ont pas ^te 
fouillees et Ton ne saura la verite qu'apr^s la liberation de la patrie. 

L'Allemagne en commettant ce grand crime, la destruction de Louvain, 
provoqua dans tous les pays civilises une indignation profonde. C'est une 
tdche rouge sur son blason ; elle ne I'effacera pas ! 
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afterwards were by the Municipal authorities ; and at Louvain, just as in the 
other martyred cities, the peopje did not fail to carry out the instructions given 
to them, with the view of insuring the safety of their lives. Before issuing 
their famous letter, the Rectors of the German Universities would have done 
well to send delegates to investigate the acts committed by the German 
soldiers and their commanders, and, with the evidence of such an unprovoked 
abuse of force before their eyes, they might have been disposed to share the 
views of Gaston Klein. 

What a panorama of mournfulness and horror! At the beginning of 
September, from the summit of Mont Cesar the city seemed as though it had 
been assaulted, shaken, and overthrown by a gigantic iiurricane. Gusts of 
wind found their way through huge breaches in the walls, and moaned sadly 
as they wandered among the ruins. The streets were hidden beneath mounds 
of debris, and it was with difficulty that one recognised the various localities. 
On all sides were tottering walls, swaying fagades, ruined houses, gaping 
windows. Many dwellings had fallen into the, furnace and disappeared without 
leaving a trace. 

Had the Rectors of the German Universities taken a walk through the „ 
City of Death they would have been the more ready to withhold their protest, 
seeing that the evidence of pillage would have been patent to their eyes. 
And what patriotic grief would have been theirs when they learned that a 
great portion of the booty had been piled up on military waggons and then 
sent off by train to Germany ! 

One thousand three hundred and ninety-four houses were destroyed in 
Louvain and its suburbs ; thousands of others were sacked. How many 
victims were there ? The early lists give the number as one hundred and 
seventy-six — men, women, old and young, rich and poor. Since then numerous 
dead bodies have been discovered among the ruins. The search has not yet 
been completed, and the true state of things will not be ascertained until the 
country has been delivered from the invader. 

When Germany wrought this great crime and destroyed Louvain a great 
wave of indignation passed over the whole civilised world. It is a foul stain 
on her escutcheon, and will never be effaced. 



CHAPITRE XII 

LA PROVINCE DU BRABANT 
La tuerie (PAerschot 

IE mercredi 19 Aout 1914, au matin, les Allemahds penetrant a 
Aerschot, se sont empares du couvent transform^ en ambulance 
. sous r^gide de la Croix-Rouge. En depit des lois humanitaires 
— ^ et Internationales ils firent sauter les portes, les demolissant a 
coups de hache,- et se ru^rent aussit^t daas jles salles ernpUes de blesses beiges, 
comme s'ils chargeaient sur un champ de bataille. Cependant nos. pauvres 
soldats ^tendijs sur leurs lits de souffrances ne songeaient gtifere a se battre. 
Couverts de bandages, ayant regu pour la plupart des blessures terribles, ils 
ne pouvaient m^me se soulever. 

Les Alleman^s, toujours cruels les trait^rent^ comme s'ils jouaient la 
com^die et pour s' assurer qu'on neles trompait pas arracherent brutalement 
le linge qui enveloppait leurs plaies, rouvrant celles qui se fermaient, et 
avivant bien des souffrances. 

Qu'avaient-ils a reprocher au personnel de cet hdpital improvise abrit6 
par la Croix-Rouge } Rien, absolument rien . . .; mais, au sein des ambu- 
lances, comme a I'interieur des communes, ils cherchaient avant tout ^ 
terroriser, ob^issant 4 des instructions lormelles, N© pouvant se faire aimer 
I'Allemagne, entendait se faire craindre, et ce sentiment s'insgrivit, en quelque 
sorte tangible, dans tous, lesactes et gestes de son armee. 

En moins de temps qu'il ne faut pour I'^crire tous ceux qui avaiejit un 
emploi quelconque a cette ambulance furent ranges le long de la fagade pour 
^tre fusillfe. Aux plus mauvais le crime meme parut monstrueux si bien 
qu'ils hesitferent. Pendant qu'ils d^liberaient a c6t6 des ambulanders trois 
civils poursUivis par des soldats tombaient sous leurs balles et leurs corps 
s'^cirasaient au pied du mur ou Ton avait adossd les infirmiers. 

Les Allemands les abandonn^rent afin de piller les maisons voisines 
appel^s par des camarades. Le personnel en profita pour s'enfuir et se 



CHAPTER XII 

THfi PROVINCE OF BRABANT 

The Butchers at Aerschot 

ON the morning of Wednesday, the 19th August, 19 14, the Germans 
entered Aerschot and took possession of the Convent, which had 
been turned into a hospital under the aegis of the Red Cross. In 
defiance of international lawand the obligations of humatiity, they 
broke down the gates with their axes, and at once burst into the rooms filled 
with Belgiaa wounded, just as though;i they were making a charge on tl^e 
field of battle. Gur poor fellows lying on their beds of suffering were scarcely; 
thinking of fighting. Swathed in -bandages, most of them being terribly 
wounded, they were unable even to risf. Xhe Germans, with their customary 
cruelty, behaved as though they were taking part in a comedy, and to make 
quite sure that they were not being deceived, brutally tore the bands^ges from 
their wounds, re-opening those that were beginning to heal, and adding to the 
agony of many a sufferer. What grievance had they against the staff of this 
temporary hospital, protected as it was by the Red Cross ? None, abso- 
lutely none. But here, in the wards as in the Communes, their great object 
was to terrorise, in obedience to definite instructions. Unable to make herself 
beloved, Germany- detei»raiHed to make herself feared ; aad this sentJifient 
was put into concrete shape and form, so to ^spe^k, in the deeds committed 
by the German 'Army. 

In less time than it takes to write it, all those who had any sort, of duties 
at this ambulance station were lined up along the front .w^U to be shot. 
Even the worst thought the deed a monstrous one, and h.esitated. While 
they were deliberating, three civilians who were being chased by some soldiers 
fell beneath their bullets, and their corpses lay in a heap at the foot of the 
wall where the ambulance men had been drawn up. The Germans now left 
them, having been called away by some of their comrades to take part in 
looting the neighbouring houses. The members of. the hospital staff took the 
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r^fugier 4 I'hdpital civil, oil il passa la journde, avec ses blesses qu'il avait 
emportes. 

Ainsi d^but^rent les exploits de la soldatesque allemande a Aerschot. A 
peine venait-elle de massacrer les trois civils k proxitnitd de I'ambulance 
qu'elle incendiait quelques maisons et passait par les armes plusieurs habitants, 
six assure-t-on. 

Vers 10 heures du matin la population fut reunie chaussee de Rillaer. 
Le bourgmestre, M. Tielmans, accompagne d'un ofificier allemand vint lui 
donner lecture d'une proclamation recommandant le calme et precrivant, 
sous menace de mort, le d^pdt avant 2 heures de I'apr^s-midi, de toutes les 
armes qui auraient 6t6 conserv6es. 

Aux termes de cette proclamation tout coup de feu tire par un habitant, 
outre I'exdcution du coupable, amenait celle de trois autres personnes. 

La population se retira ensuite et le reste de la journee se passa sans 
incidents. L'autorit^ communale s'employa k satisfaire aux requisitions de 
I'armde allemande, et sp^cialement k loger les officiers et les soldats. Le 
colonel Stenger, commandant la 8™* brigade d'infanterie et deux autres 
officiers prirent leur quartiers dans la maison du bourgmestre situee sur la 
Grand' Place. 

Pendant I'apr^s-midi les Allemands se montr^rent tres nerveux. A 
plusieurs reprises le bruit courut dans leurs rangs que les Beiges se dirigeaient 
vers Aerschot pour les attaquer. Le matin m^me un vif combat d'arri^re- 
garde avait eu lieu entre le II* corps allemand et une brigade de la 3™® 
division , beige charg^e de couvrir la retraite devant Aerschot. Les troupes 
beiges tr^s inf^rieures en nombre ne se retir^rent qu'i 8 heures du matin. 

Ne pouvaient-elles revenir .' Aussi lorsqu'une fusillade eclata vers le 
soir Grand' Place, les Allemands supposant que les troupes beiges les sur- 
prenaient commencerent k tirer k tort et k travers. 

Quelques instants avant la fusillade' le colonel Stenger contemplait du 
balcon de la maison du bourgmestre les soldats masses sur la place. Sit6t 
que celle-ci eclata une balle I'atteignit k la poitrine. Tombant sur le 
parquet il se fit k la face une blessure. On le releva ; il avait cessd de vivre. 

D'ofi venait la balle qui I'avait tue ? Les portes du balcon 6taient 
ouvertes, les vitres en. pieces et la facade de la maison du bourgmestre 
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opportunity of escaping, and sought refuge in the municipal hospital, where 
"they remained the whole day, together with the wounded whom they had 
brought away with them. 

Such were the opening scenes of the German military exploits at Aerschot. 
Scarcely had they murdered the three civilians in front of the hospital, than 
they set about burning several houses and slaughtered a number of inhabitants, 
the total being given as six. 

About ten o'clock in the morning the people were assembled in the 
Chauss^e de Rillaer. The Burgomaster, Monsieur Tielmans, accompanied 
by a German officer, attended in order to read a proclamation urging the 
people to remain calm, and commanding them, on pain of death, to surrender 
before two o'clock in the afternoon any arms they had retained. In terms of 
this proclamation any shot fired by a civilian would involve, in addition to 
the death of the guilty person, the execution of three other people. 

The people then withdrew, and the rest of the day passed off without 
incident. 

The municipal authorities set about furnishing- the requirements of the 
German army, particularly with regard to the billeting of the officers and men. 
Colonel Stenger, Commandant of the 8th Infantry Brigade, and two other 
officers took up their quarters in the Burgomaster's house, situated in the 
Grande Place. All through the afternoon the Germans betrayed great 
nervousness. The rumour frequently arose that the Belgians were marching 
on Aerschot to attack them. That very morning a sharp rearguard action 
had taken place between the second German Army Corps and the Third' 
Belgian Division, to which was assigned the duty of covering the retreat in 
front of Aerschot. Though in great numerical inferiority, the Belgian troops 
did not fall back until eight o'clock in the morning. Might they not return 
again ? Thus, when, towards evening, firing was heard in the Grande Place, 
the Germans imagined that the Belgian troops were upon them, and began 
shooting wildly. 

A few moments before the firing began, Colonel Stenger was standing 
on the balcony of the Burgomaster's houser looking down at the troops 
massed in the Square. As soon as the shooting began, a bullet struck him 
in the Jareast, and) falling on the floor, he sustained an injury to the face. 
When he was picked up, life was extinct. 

Whence came the bullet that had killed him .' The doors of the balcony 
were open, the windows were shattered, and the front of the house covered 
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criblee de coups. Oh n'avait done pas tire de I'interteur mais de I'ext^rieurii 
Un officier allemand, le capitaine de gendarmerie Karge, supposa que de§ 
Beiges refugies dans une maison habitue par M. Achille Wygaerts, avaient 
vis6 le colonel et ravaient abattu. Sans s'enqu^rir s'il y avait une base 
quelconque a ses suppositions il donna Tordre de mettre le feu a I'habitation. 
M. Wygaerts, menuisier qui ^tait k I'etage avec sa femme et son enfant, 
■voyant les flammes monter jeta son petit gargon dans la cour de la maison, 
tandis qu'il sautait par la ferietre. II se brisa une jambe en tombant sur le sol. 
Mme Wygaerts perit dans les flammes. II n'y avait chez eux aucun franc- 
tireur, aucun soldat cache. 

Ce n'etait pas une balle beige qui avait atteint le colonel Stenger mais 
une balle allemande. Aux premiers coups de- fusil beaucoup d'habitants 
■virent s'elever la fum^e denonciatrice et purent indiquer le pelotori d'oii les 
•coups etaient partis, a la suite d'une alerte quelconque. 

Mais les.soldats en faute apprenant que Ton avait d^couvert le fils du 
bourgmestre, dge de 15 ans, dans I'une des chambres de la maison de M. 
Tielmans, n'acceptant pas la version du capitaine Karge, prefer^rent designer 
cet enfant comme le coupabte. 

Ce pauvre adolescent ne I'etait pas; aucun Beige ne I'etait. Mais cette 
fin soudaine servit de pretexte a d'effroyables massacres. 

Le capitaine Karge apres avoir quittd la maison Wygaerts qu'il avait 
incendiee, se trouva devant un groupe de gens arr^tes, tenus responsables 
de la mort du colonel. 

De quel crime atroee, monstrueux, se rendit-il coUpable ? Laissons-hii 
la parole. " Je les fis conduire a la Grand' Place ; ici s'^tait r6uni entre temps 
mon detachement de gendarmerie de campagne. Je mis alors les colonnes 
en marche vers I'int^rieur de la ville ; je pris le commandement de I'ensemble 
des prisonniers, dont je renvoyai les femmes, les jeunes gar5ons et les fiUettes. 
Je re§us d'un officier d'6tat-major (commandant de section du i^^ regiment 
d'artillerie de campagne ?) I'ordre de fusilier les prisonniers. Je cheirgeai une 
partie de mes gendarmes de mettre les colonnes en bon ordre et de les 
disposer dans le sens de la sortie de la ville; I'autre partie devait escorter 
les prisonniers et les conduire hors ville. A la sortie de celle-ci'briilait une 
maison, k la lueur de laquelle je iis fusilier les coupables, au nombre de quatre- 
vingt-huit apr^s que j'eu eusse except^ trois infirmes." Mais ces prdtendus 
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with the marks of bullets. The shot had therefore been fired from without, 
not from within. A Germain officer named Karge, a captain of gendarmes, 
assumed that some Belgians, who had taken refuge in a house occupied 
by Monsieur Achille Wygaerts, had shpt at and killed the Colonel. 
Without inquiring whether there were any real grounds for this assumption, 
he ordered the house to be set on fire. Monsieur Wygaerts, who was a 
carpenter, was upstairs at the time with his wife and child. When he saw 
the flames rising he threw his little boy down into the courtyard of the 
house, and theh jumped out after him. He broke his leg as he reached the 
ground. Madame Wygaerts perished in the flames. There had been no 
franc-Hreur in the house, no soldier had been concealed there. 

It was not a Belgian but a German bullet that had slain Colonel Stenger. 
When the shooting began, many of the inhabitants observed the tell-tale 
smoke rise up, and could distinguish the particular platoon from which the 
shots came as the result of some alarm or other. But the soldiers -who had 
made the mistake, hearing that the Burgomaster's son^a boy of fifteen — ^had 
been discovered in a room in Monsieur Tielmans' house, rejected Captain 
Karge's version of the matter, and chose rather to fix upon this mere child 
as the author of the outrage. The poor boy had had nothing to do with 
it, nor had any Belgian ; but the Colonel's sudden end was made the occasion 
of a terrible massacre. 

Captain Karge, on leaving the Wygaerts' house, which he had ordered 
to be burned, found himself in the presence of a group of people who had 
been placed under arrest on the charge of having been concerned in the 
Colonel's death. And now, of what a ghastly^ crime was he about to incur 
the guilt ? Let us hear the story in his own words : — 

" I ordered them," said he, " to be marched off to the Grande Place, where 
my detachment of- military police had in the meanwhile assembled. I then 
set the columns in motion towards the outskirts of the town. Taking charge 
of the whole body of the prisoners, I dismissed the women, boys, and little 
girls. I now received orders from a staff officer (the Section Commander of 
the 17th Regiment of Field Artillery?) to shoot the prisoners. I ordered 
some of my gendarmes to draw up the columns in order and to station them 
along the road leading out of the town. The rest were told off to guard the 
prisoners and conduct them out of the town. Here was a burning house, by 
the glare- of which I ordered the prisoners to be shot. There were eighty- 
eight of them all told, after three, who were infirm, had been let off." 
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coupables n'avaient ^te I'objet d'aucune enqu&te, d'aucun jugement. lis 
etaient les victimes de la barbaric allemande ! Le capitaine de gendarmerie 
Karge s'il vit encore au lendertiain de la guerre, aura sans doute a rendre 
compte de cette h^catombe, suivant la suggestion de M, Asquith, a la 
Chambre des Communes qui yisait tous les coupables. 

En a-t-il eu le pressentiment ? II ne donne aucun detail du massacre. 
Les colonnes qu'il mit en marche, suivant son expression, eurent k souffrir 
mille iiijures, mille grossi^retes, jusqu'au lieu du supplice. Elles traverserent 
des rues bondees de troupes occupant les trottoirs et jusqu'auji: maisons dont 
le falte commengait a bruler. Or, en voyant passer les prisonniers,, toute cette 
soldatesque se mit a trepigner, a vociferer, k insulter leS innocents qui 
marchaient a la mort. 

Et les soldats de I'escorte, les gendarmes du capitaine Karge, dignes de 
leur chef, s'acharnerent sur les victimes avec une sorte de ferocite. Constam- 
ment ils leur criaient en Allemand, " Vous allez etre fusilles ! " A quoi 
s'ajoutaieut 4es cris, "A Mort! A Mort!" des troupes, heureuses de ce 
spectacle, pendant "que pleuvaient les coups de crosse, en attendant les coups 
de feu. ^ 

Arrives au lieu du supplice les AUemands s'ingeni^rent, comme les fiarbares 
jadis, a transformer I'execution en une sorte de jeu infernal. Apres avoir 
departage ces pauvres gens en treize series de quatre ils pouss^rent la premiere 
k la pointe de la bafonnette jusqu'au but voulu et la les malheureux qui 
composaient cette s6rie regurent I'ordre de courir comme s'ils jouaient aux 
barres. Mais a peine avaient-ils depasse quelques metres que des balles les 
frappaient, gibier humain abattu par les chasseurs du mal ! Sitdt que leurs 
corps couvraient le sol les bourreaux les achevaient a coups de baionnette. 

Quels longs moments d'angoisse pour les condanines des demieres series. 
A quelles scenes ils assist^rent avant d'etre massacres k leur tour ! 

Si parmi eux d'aucuns resistaient, a coups de crosse on les obligeait a 
courir. Aucun de ces martyrs n'avait tire sur le colonpl allemand par la raison 
bien simple qu'il n'y avait plus d'armes k Aerschot. Et leur sang etait 
r^pandu pour racheter la faute d'un subalterne teuton. 

Pendant que 'cette tuerie s'achevait, en ville m^me des fugitifs etaient 
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But these alleged criminals had undergone no trial or examination. They 
fell victims to the German Barbarians. If he is alive when the war is over, 
Captain Karge will have to answer for this slaughter. This, indeed, was pro- 
posed by Mr. Asquith, in the House of Commons, when the matter of the 
Belgian outrages was under review. Could it have been that Karge had 
some presentiment of this .' At all events he has given no details of the 
massacre. The columns (of prisoners) which he set in motion, as he calls 
it, had to ^ndure all manner pf insults before they reached the scene of their 
final sufferings. They passed through streets lined with troops who were 
drawn up on the pavement occupying all the space in front of the houses, 
from the roofs of which the flames were beginning to burst. When they saw 
the prisoners passing by, they all began to leap and shout, and to hurl insults 
at the innocent folk who wei'e marching to their doom. And the soldiers 
-who were escorting them, the gendarmes of Captain Karge, behaved in a 
manner worthy of their leader, maltreating their victims with a kind of wild- 
beast ferocity. They kept shouting at them in German, " You are going to 
be shot," whereat the other troops, who were looking on with delight, cried, 
in their turn, "A mort ! A mort!" Meanwhile the victims were being 
overwhelmed with bludgeon strokes until the time should come for the bullets 
to complete the work. 

On reaching the scene of the execution, the Germans employed their 
ingenuity — like the Barbarians of old — in turning the proceedings into a sort 
of diabolical revel. First of all they divided the poor creatures into groups 
of four. They then made one of these groups advance at the point of the 
bayonet to a certain fixed spot, and there they ordered them to run as though 
they were playiiig base. Scarcely, however, had they covered more than a 
few yards than they were brought down, like game, by th^ rifles of these 
hellhounds. As soon as they fell to the ground their torturers despatched 
them with the bayonet. 

What long-protracted anguish for the folk that were awaiting their doom 
in the last groups. What scenes must have met their gaze ere their turn 
came to' die. If any resisted they were hit with a rifle and compelled 
to run. 

Not one of these martyrs had fired at the German Colonel for the very 
simple reason that there were no arms left at Aerschot to shoot with. Their 
blood was shed to cover up the blunder of some German subaltern. 

Wliile this slaughter was being accomplished, some fugitives were wounded 
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blesses par les soldats qui faisaient le siege des maisons, en proie cl une 
veritable furie et ces nouvelles victimes etaietit transpbrt^es a Tambulance 
ou le personnel, qui venait de rehtrer, s'empressa de leur donner des soins 
fraternels, &id6 par un medecin allemand qui avail du coeur. Le cas est trbp 
rare pour ne pas 6tre signale. L'honorable bourgrhestre, M, Tielmans, son 
fils accuse et innocent, et d'autres habitants pass^rejit des heures terribles k 
r^glise oil ils avaient 6te enfermes, en attendant d'etre fusillds, le premier 
massacre ne suffisant pas. 

Les Allemands n'avaient rien a reprocher k aucun d'eux. Le fils de 
M. Tielmans n'avait pas tir6. Voici comment sa m^re, veuve de I'infortune 
magistrat, a expos6 le drame a M. Carton de Wiart,'ministre de la Justice, sitdt 
qu'elle eOt pu se refugier a I'etranger. 

" Les faits se sont passes comme suit ; Vers 4 heures de I'apr^s-midi, mon 
mari distribuait des cigares aux sentinelles postees, a la porte. Je I'accon^ 
pagnais. Voyant que le general et ses aides nous observaient du haut du 
balcon je lui conseillai de rentrer, A ce moment, jetant un coup d'ceil sur la 
Grand' Place oii campaient plus de 2000 Allemands, j'ai vu distinctement deux 
colonnes de fumee suivies d'une . fusillade j les Allemands tiraient sur les 
maisons et les envahissaient. Mon mari, mes enfants, les domestiques et moi 
n'avons eu que le temps de nous precipiter dans I'escalier donnant dans la 
cave. Les Allemands tiraient meme dans les vestibules. Apres quelquea 
moments d'angoisse sans nom, un des aides-de-camp du colonel descendit, 
disant, ' Le colonel est mort ; ou est le bourgmestre ? ', Mon mari me dit, ' Ceci 
sera' grave pour moi.' Comme il s'avan5ait, je dis a I'aide-de-camp : 'Vous 
pouvez constater,, monsieur, que mon mafri n'a pas tire.' ' C'est ^gal,' me 
repondit-il, ' il est responsable.' 

" Mon mari fut emmene. Mon fils, qui ^tait a mes cotes, nous a conduits 
dans une autre cave. Le meme aide-de-canip est venu me I'arracher, le 
faisant marcher devant lui k coups de pied. Le pauvre enfant pouvait a peine 
se tenir. Le matin en entrant dans la ville, les Allemands avaient tire dans 
les fenetres des maisons ;;^une balle avait penetre dans la chambre oh se tenait 
mon fils et ricochant I'avait blesse au mollet. Apr^s le depart de mon mari et 
de mon fils, j'ai ete conduite dans toute la maison par des Allemands qui 
braquaient leurs revolvers sur ma tete. J'ai dfl voir leur colonel mort. Puis 



/ / 



PIGTURES OF RUINED BELGIUM 155 

in the town itself by a number of soldiers who, actuated by a sort of mad rage, 
had been laying siege to^some houses. Thi^se further victims were conveyed 
to the military hospital, the staff of which had just returned. There they were 
tended with brotherly care by the medical men and nurses, assisted by a 
German doctor, a man of compassionate nature. Such a circumstance is so 
rare that it must be put on record. 

The worthy Burgomaster, Monsieur Tielmans, and his son — innocent 
of the charge brought against him — passed several hours of agony in the 
church where they had been shut up waiting to be shot, the first massacre 
not having satisfied the enemy's lust for blood. The Germans had nothing 
to complain of in the conduct of either of them. Monsieur Tielmans' son 
had not fired a shot. The following is the story of what passed, as told by 
his mother, the widow of the unfortunate magistrate, to Monsieur Carton de 
Wiart, after she had succeeded in getting out of the country. 

" About four o'clock in the afternoon my husband was distributing cigars to 
the sentries who were posted at the door. I was with him. Observing that 
the General and his aides-de-camp were looking at us from the balcony, I 
advised him to come indoors. Happening at this moment to glance across at 
the Grande Place where more than two thousand Germans were encamped, I 
distinctly saw two columns of smoke followed by a fusilade. The Germans 
were opening fire on the houses and breaking into them. My husband, the 
children, the servants, and I had only just time to reach the staircase 
leading down to the cellar. The Germans were even firing into the entrance 
hall; After a few moments of unspeakable anguish, one of the Colonel's 
aides-de-camp came down saying, 'The Colonel is dead; where i^ the 
- Burgomaster'-? ' My husband said to me, 'This is going to be a serious 
business for me.' I said to the aide-de-camp as he approached, 'You can see 
for yourself. Monsieur, that my husband did not fire.' 'That does not 
matter,' he replied ; ' he is responsible.' My husband was marched off. My 
son, who was at my side, took us into another cellar. Thither the same 
officer came and tore him from me, making the lad march along in front of 
him. The poor child could scarcely keep from falling. When the Germa.ns 
entered the town in the morning they had fired their rifles through the 
windows of the houses ; a bullet had entered the room where my son was, and, 
ricochetting from the wall, had wounded him in the calf. After my husband and 
my son had been taken away, I was compelled by the Gernians to go all over 
the house with them. They kept their revolvers at niy head, and made me look 
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on nous a jetees, ma fille et moi, hors de la maison, sans paletot, sans rien. 
On nous a parquSes sur la Grand' Place. Nous etions entour^es d'un cordon 
de soldats et devions voir rembrasement de notre ch^re cite. C'est \k qu'a la 
clart6 sinistre de I'incendie, f ai vu pour la derni^re fois, vers une heure du 
matin, le p^re et le fils lies I'un a I'autre. Suivis de mon beau-fr^re ils allaient 
au supplice. 

" Ces' mauvais m'ont pris tout ce que j'aimais et maintenant ils voudraient 
enlever I'honneur d'un nom que je suis fi^re de porter. Non, Monsieur le 
Ministre, je ne puis laisser s'accr^diter ce mensonge. Sur Thonneur, je vous 
affirme que nous ne possedions plus une arme. 

"Ma t^te a ^te raise ^prix; j'ai du fuir de village en village. N'etait-ce 
pas pour faire disparaitre un temoin ? " 

Cette lettre simple, vraie, sincere convaincra tout ceux qui auraient pu 
preter attention a la calomnie allemande d^mentie d'ailleurs par la version 
Karge. 

Comment le fils du bourgmestre aurait-il pu tuer le colonel Stengerj.' 
En entrant dans sa chambre et en le frappant par derriere .' Or cet officier 
general se trouvait au balcon, a ce balcon d*ou il etait aise de I'aperc^voir de 
loin: Et c'est une balle allemande qui I'a atteint en pleine poitrine. 

II n'a done pas 6t6 traitreusement tu^ par derri^re mais en face. 

A Ostende nous avons pu, fin Septembre 1914, obtenir de plusieurs 
habitants d'Aerschot qui se trouvaient parmi les refugies de la galerie du 
palais royal la confirmation absolue du rdcit de Mme Tielmans. 

Tous repoussaient avec autant de vigueur que d'indignation I'accusation 
allemande ; tous n'avaient jamais doute de I'innocence de cet adolescent plein 
de cceur etde bont6. Avec son p^re et son oncle il resta expose aux injures 
et aux mauvais traitements des Allemands jusqu'a une heure avanc^e de la nuit. 
Enfin I'ordre vint de les passer par les armes, 

Le cortege se forma et se dirigea vers la chaussee de Louvain. L,k, tous 
ceux qui en faisaient partie furent obliges, les mains liees avec du fil de cuivi:e 
qui leur coupait les poignets, de se coucher sur le dos de fa§en k ne pouvoir 
faire un mouvement. Etendus sur le sol, la t^te touchant la dure, ils 
attendiifent I'heure du supplice, tandis que les fils de cuivre faisaient saigner 
feurs poignets et leur arrachaient des cris de douleur. 
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on their dead colonel. They then cast us otit of the house — my daughter and 
me — without so rfiuch as a cloak to cover us. We were now penned together 
in the Grande Place with a cordon of soldiers round us, and were made to 
look on while the town that we loved so dearly was given to the flames. It 
was there, by the tragic glare of the conflagration, towards one o'clock in the 
morning, that I looked my last on my husband and my son. , They were^ 
bound together and, followed by my son-in-law, they were going to their 
death. These evil men have bereft me of all that I held dear, and now they 
want to sully the honour of a name that I am'proud to bear. No ! Monsieur 
le Ministre, I cannot sufi"er this lie to go uncontradicted. Oil my honour, I 
swear to you that we had not a weapon left in our possession. 

" A price was put on my head and I was compelled to fly from village to 
\^illage. Was not this because they were anxious to get rid of a witness to 
their crimes ? " 

This simple story, which bears upon it the hall-mark of truth and sincerity, 
will bring conviction to the minds of any who may have been disposed to 
believe the German slanderous accusation — an accusation, moreover, to which 
Karge's version sufficiently gives the lie. How could the Burgomaster's son 
have compassed the death of Colonel Stenger ? By making his way into the 
room and shooting him from behind ? Now, the Colonel was on the balcony, 
whence it would have been easy to notice an assailant some distance off". The 
bullet struck him full in the breast, and it was a German bullet. It was no 
traitor blow from behind that laid him low. At Ostend, at the end of 
September, 1914, we had an opportunity of hearing several people from 
Aerschot, who were among the refugees in the gallery of the Royal Palace, 
cdnfirm Madame Tielmans' narrative in every particular. 

All repelled the. German allegations with equal energy and indignation. 
None had ever doubted the innocence of this good-hearted, gentle youth. 
Together with his father and his uncle he remained exposed to i the insults 
and ill-treatment of the Germans till late on in the night. At length the 
order came that they were to be put to death. 

The procession formed up, and set out in the direction of the Chaus^e de 
Louvain. There all those who composed it had their hands bound together 
with copper wire which cut their wrists. They were made to lie down on 
their backs, so that they could not make any movement. Stretched out on 
the ground, the copper wire cutting into their bleeding wrists in such a manner 
as to make them cry out with pain, they lay awaiting their death. Yet 
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Toujours la ferocit? allemande dans les moindres details. A 6 heures 
I'ex^cution fut decidde ; il y avait alors cent civils- environ entre les soldats de 
garde. 

Des scenes emouvantes, d'une r^elle grandeur se produisirent. Lorsqu'on 
annonga que le bourgmestre, son fils et son frfere allaient ^tre executes, un 
adversaire politique du premier magistrat de la ville, qui I'avait combattu 
souvent, M. Claes van Nuffel, offrit sa vie pour eux, II prononga des paroles 
^loquentes que les AUemands ecout^rent avec attention. Mais I'ofificier 
d'une voix cinglante, coupante, r6pondit : " Non, c'est le bourgmestre qu'il 
nous faut." 

Alors M, Tielmans se leva et supplia I'officier d'epargper ses concitoyens ; 
rien n'y fit Le bourgmestre insista pour qiie son fils eht la vie sauve afin 
qu'il put consoler sa mere. 

Un t^moin, M. Gaston Nijs, qui se trouyait dans legroupe constata que 
I'ofificier ricanait : " II me faut le bourgmestre, son fils et son frere," ajouta-t-il 
d'une vOix s^che. 

L'enfant se leva alors suivi cte son oncle et se plaga resolument entre lui 
et son pere. A dix metres, six soldats prirent position et tandis que les. 
malheureux echangeaient un dernier adieu,: I'officier fit un geste du sabre; 
les coups de feu crepiterent et les trois corps tomb^rent. 

On plaga ensuite les autres civils par rangs de trois ; on les compta un, 
deux, trois ; celui qui avait le No. 3 devait chaque fois sortir du rang et 
s'aligner derri^re les cadavres. Les deux autres avaient la vie sauve. 

Lsrsque la lighe de la mort fut formee une. scene horrible se passa ; 
avangant le long de la rangee, lentement, pos4ment les assassins, en tu^rent 
trois a chaque dechargecommand^e chaque fois par I'ofificier. Yingt-sept 
civils succomb^rent au cours de cette tuerie, s'ajoutant aux quatre-yingt-huit 
du premier massacre. Mais beaucotip d'autres furent tues avant ou apr^s. 

Le 18 Ddcembre 1914, iSS cadavres avaient deji^te exhumes et parmi 
les morts on comptait 8 femmes et plusieurs enfant^. 

Le Livre Blanc allemand tiss^ de mensonges a tent^ de justifier ces 
atrocit^s en parlant d'un mouvement populaire, th^se qui s'ecarte des premieres 
versions. 

Qui dit r^volte, dit lutte, bataille. Or la population d'Aerschot, n'ayant. 
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another example of the Huns' attention to detail in the perpetration of their 
cruelties. 

At six o'clock it was decided to carry out the execution. There were 
then about a hundred civilians in the hands of the German troops. 

Moving scenes — scenes of true grandeur — were enacted when it was given 
out that the Burgdmaster, his son, and brother were to be executed. A 
political adversary of the chief magistrate's, one who had opposed him on a 
number of occasions — Monsieur Claes van Nuffel — offered to give his life 
iii exchange for theirs. He made an eloquent appeal to which the Germans 
listened with attention. But Jhe officer, in sharp, icy tones, answered, "No ! 
it is the Burgomaster we require." Thereupon Monsieur Tielniahs rose up 
and implored the officer to spare his fellow-citizens. But his entreaties were 
in vain. The Burgomaster then prayed that they would let his son go free, 
to be a corhfort to his motheir. An eye-witness. Monsieur Gaston Nijs, who 
was one of the group, observed the officer give a chuckle. " Nol " he replied, 
drily; " I must have the Burgomaster, his son, and his brother." The child 
then rose up, followed by his uncle, and took his stand resolutely between 
them. Half a dozen soldiers formed into line ten paces away, and, while 
the unhappy victims were bidding each other a final farewell, the officer made 
a sign with his sword. The report of the rifles rang out, and all three fell 
dead. The other civilians were then drawn up in threes. They were made to 
number off — one, two, three. The one who answered to number three was 
invariably called up and made to take his stand behind the dead bodies. 
The two others were spared. When the line of the doomed men was com- 
pleted, a horrible scene took place. Passing down the line, slowly aiid 
deliberately, the assassins killed three at each volley fired at the officer's 
command. Twenty-seven civilians succumbed in this manner, in addition 
to the eighty-eight who had beeri done to death in the course of the first 
massacre. Besides all these, many others were killed before or after the 
events we have related. 

By the i8th December, 19 14, one hundred and fifty-five.corpses had been 
exhumed, and among them were the bpdies of eight women and several 
children. 

In the German White Book — which is a mere tissue of lies — an endeavour 
is made to justify these atrocities. There is a reference to an attempt at 
resistance on the part of the populace, a reference which is bielied by the 
earlier versions^ of xdiat took place. Resistance imjpliesa struggle, a battle. 
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pas d'armes, n'a engage aucun combat. Avant la fusillade qui a delate k 
8 heures du soir la ville 6tait calme. Una fausse alerte a declanchd 
raffolement des AUemands et les civils ont dfi payer les consequences de 
ce moment d'apeurement qui a cofltd la vie au colonel Stenger. 

Apres la deuxi^me tuerie, comme apr^s la premiere, les habitants 
d'Aerschot furent obliges d'enterrer les cadavres dans de vastes fosses. 
Travail macabre et douloureux qu'ils accomplirent k la lueur des incendies 
tandis que les soldats pillaient et saccageaient les maisbns auxquelles ils 
n'avaient pas encore mis le feu. Leurs vols accomplis et le butin parti pour 
I'Allemagne ils s'empresserent de faire disparaltre dans les flammes les traces 
du pillage. 

Lorsque M. Orts, membre de la commission d'enqu^te et conseiller de 
legation, put se rendre en Septembre k Aerschot, sit6t I'abandon de cptte 
yille par les Allettiands au cours du si^ge d'Anvers, il constata avec quelle 
mechancete I'ennemi avait accompli son oeuvre de destruction. 

Peiietrant dans la vill'e par une rue sinueuse qui conduit k la place du 
Marche il vit, sur toute la longueur de cette voie soit sur une distance d'environ 
500 metres toutes les maisons incendiees. Le feu s'dtant propage dans les 
ruelles avoisinantes, le quartier entier fut aneanti. 

La Grand' Place avait moins souffert ; le Gilden Huis et les trois maisbns 
voisines de celle du bourgmestre Tielmans avaient flambe. Cette dernifere 
toutefois etait rest^e debout mais sa fa5ade portait des traces de balles alle- 
mandes. Oji sait ce qu'il faut en conclure. M. Orts a rendu visite k I'^glise. 
Les autels, les confessionaux, les harmoniums, les porte-cierges etaient brises, 
les troncs fractures, les statues gothiques en bois qui ornaient les colonnes de 
la grande nef arrachees, d'autres partifeUement detruites par le feu. 

Dans les autres quartiers de la ville 9a et la I'ossature des maisons incen- 
diees surgissait. Plus loin, en suivant la chaussee vers Gelrode, se silhou- 
ettaient dans le champ de la vision les ruines de maisons de paysans et de 
villas bourgeoises Isoldes au pied du coteau. 

C'est \k', a la sortie de la ville, dans un champ a lOO metres a gauche de 
la route que les AUemands ont fusilld le bourgmestre, son fils et tout un 
groupe de leurs concitoyens. 

M. Orts, apres quelques recherches a trouvd au pied d'un talus la place 
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Now the people of Aerschot, Having no arms, provoked no affray. Before 
the shooting, which broke out at eight o'clock in the evening, the town was 
quiet. A false alarm threw the Germans into a sudden fright, and it was 
the civilians who had to pay for the consequences of the momentary panic 
which cost Colonel Stenger his life. After the second massacre, as after the 
first, the inhabitants of Aerschot were compelled to bury the corpses in vast 
graves. This gruesome and melancholy task they carried out by the lurid 
glare of burning buildings, while the soldiers looted and sacked the houses 
to which they had not yet set fire. This done, and the booty on the 
road to Germany, they hastened to destroy by fire all tra.ce of their 
depredations. 

When, in September, Monsieur Orts — a member of the Inquiry Com- 
mission and a Conseiller de Legation — succeeded in getting to Aerschot — 
as soon, that is to say, as the siege of Antwerp led the Germans to evacuate 
the town — he noted the wantonness with which the enemy had carried out 
their work of destruction. 

Entering the town by a winding street that leads to the Place du March6 
he observed for the whole of its length — that is to say, for a distance of 500 
yards; — that all the houses had been set on fire. The flames having spread 
to the adjoining streets, the whole quarter was destroyed. The Grande Place 
had not suffered so severely. The Gilden Huis and the three houses adjacent 
to the Burgomaster's, had been in flames ; but the Burgomaster's residence 
was still standing, though the front bore marks of German bullets. The con- 
clusion to which this points is obvious. 

Monsieur Orts went to examine the church. Altars, confessionals, har- 
moniums, and taper stands had been smashed ; almsboxes broken open > 
the wooden gothic statues which adorned the columns of the central nave 
had been dragged from their places, while others had been partially destroyed 
by fire. 

Here and there, in other quarters of the town, stood the skeletons of 
houses gutted by fire. Farther on, following the road towards Gelrode, the 
ruins of peasants' dwellings and bourgeois villas at the foot of the hill stood 
out in the field of vision. 

It was there, at the entrance to the town, in a field i situated one hundred 
yards to the left of the road that the Germans shot the Burgomaster and his 
son and a whole group of their fellow-citizens. 

■■ After searching for some time Monsieur Orts discovered, at the foot of 

M 
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ou sont tomb^es ces victimes innocentes de la fureur allemande. Des 
caillots de sang noirci raarquaient encore dans les chaumes remplacement 
occupe par chacune d'elles sous le feu de peloton d'execution. Ces traces 
sont distantes de deux en deux metres. _ A quelques pas de Ik la terre 
froidement remuee et une humble croix de; bois dressee furtivement par des 
mains amies marquent I'endroit oil reposent les cadavres des 27 victimes. 

Dans quel etat les Allemands ont-ils laisse k Aerschot les maisons qu'ils 
n'ont pas incendi^es ? 

Entrd dans plusieurs habitations choisies au hasard, M. Orts en a parcouru 
les divers etages. Partbut le mobilier etait boulevers^, eventre, souill^ d'une 
fagon ignoble ; les papiers de tenture pendaient en lambeaux le long des 
murs, les portes des caves etaient enfonc^es, les armoires, les tirbirs, tous les 
r^duits Etaient crochetes et vidds de leur contenu. Le linge, les objets les 
plus disparates couvraient le sol en m6me temps qu'un nombre incroyable de 
bouteilles vides. Dans les maisons bourgeoises, les tableaux etaient lacer&, 
les ceuvres d'art aneanties absolument comme k iTouvain et dans les villas et 
les chateaux du pays mosan. 

lis ont agi partout avec la meme barbarie. Et partout les officiers ont 
egal6 leurs soldits dans ces procedes barbares. 

Visitant I'un de ces " homes " de la bourgeoisie qui avait 6t6 habit6 par 
des chefs, M. Orts dbs le seuil a ete pris par une fade odeur de vin; elle 
appelait I'attention sur des centaines de bouteilles vides ou brisdes qui 
encombraient le vestibule, I'escalier et jUsqu'a la cour donnant sur le jardin. 

" Dans les appartements r^gnait un desordre Inexprimable et le plancher 
disparaissait sous un lit de v^tements dechires, de flocons de laine dchapp^s 
de matelas eventris. Partout des meubles brants et dans toutes les chambres 
k portee du lit encore des bouteilles vides. La salle k manger en 6tait 
encombree, des douzaines de verres k vin couvraient la table et les gudridons 
qu'entouraient les fauteuils et les canapes lacdreSj tandis que dans un coin un 
piano au clavier macule, paraissait avoir 6t6 d^fonce k coups de botte. Tout 
indiquait que ces lieux avaient ^te pendant bien des jours et bien des nuits 
le th^&tre de beuveries et de debauches ignobles." 

Ce recit officiel est depourvu de toute exag^rajion ; c'est la photographie 
m^me de la realitd et tant en France, dans les departements envahis, qu'en 
Belgique, on a eu trop souvent I'occasion de le repeter. 

Le pretexte suivant les versions donn^es par les criminels aux massacres 
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a slope, the place where these, victims of German fury had met their death. 
Clots of dark -coloured blood were still visible in the stubble) and marked the 
spot where each one had stood up before the bullets of the firing party. 
These traces were two yards apart. 

A few paces away the freshly turned earth and a wooden cross secretly 
erected by loving hands marked the resting-jplace of the twenty-seven 
victims. 

Now let us see in what condition the Germans left the houses which they 
did not burn. 

Entering several dwellings, which he picked out at random, Monsieur Orts 
examined them upstairs and down. Everywhere the furniture had been 
turned upside down, hacked and gashed about, and soiled, in the grossest 
manner. The wall paper was hanging in strips ; the cellar doors had been 
battered in ; cupboards, drawers, all had been smashed open arid emptied of 
their contents. Linen and a medley of articles of the most diverse description 
littered the floor, together with an incredible number of empty bottles. In 
the houses of the well-to-do, the pictures had been cut and slashed, works of 
art had been destroyed, precisely as at Louvain and in the villas and 
chiteaux of the Meuse district. Everywhere the Huns practised the same sort 
of barbarity ; and the officers were not a whit better than their men. Visiting 
one of these middle-class houses in which some officers had taken up their 
quarters. Monsieur Orts was met on the very threshold by an odour of stale 
wine ; and, behold, the entrance hallj the staircase, and even the courtyard that 
overlooked the garden were crammed with empty bottles. The various rooms 
exhibited scengs of indescribable disorder, the floors being completely hidden 
beneath a litter of torn garments and wool from mattresses that had been 
ripped open ; and in every room within arm's length of the beds stood empty 
bottles. The dining-rooms were full of them ; dozens of wine-glasses covered 
the table and the trays and side tables th^t were ranged round the mutilated 
armchairs and sofas. In one corner a piano, its keyboard all slopped and 
stained, looked as though, it had been smashed by kicks from a heavy boot 
Everything showed that these places had been for many days and nights the 
scene of low carousals and debauchery. This official account is free from all 
exaggeration. It is as it were the photograph of what took place ; and in the 
invaded portions of France no less than in Belgium occasion has but too often 
arisen to repeat the description. 

The pretext advanced by the criminals to Justify the massacres at Aerschot 
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d'Aerschot n'existait plus pour les communes environnantes, irresponsables 
de ce qui s'etait produit dans cette ville. II n'existait pas k Rotsclaert, e* 
cependant 38 habitants y ont etd tues, soixaAte-sept maisons incendiees et 
toutes les autres pillees. 

II n'existait ni a Lummen, ni k Molenstede pr^s de Diest oti Ic feu a 
d^truit de nombreuses habitations. 

II n'existait pas a Schaffen, village enti^rement d^truit, oil parmi les 22 
personnes massacrees se trouvaient: I'^pouse Francois Luyeke, dg^e de 45 
ans, sa fille de douze ans, une fillette de neuf ans, enfant de Jean Ooyen, et 
le sacristain Andr6 Willem, age de vingt-trois ans qui fut lU d un arbre et 
brilU vif. 

II n'existait pas a Hersselt oil 24 habitants ont ete Idcheraent passes par 
les armes et 32 maisons incendiees. ' 

II n'existait pas non plus dans beaucoup- d'autres villages, enti^rement 
an^antis, oii le sang a coule a flots. 

II n'existait ni a Gelrode oii 18 personnes ont ete tu^es, 99 emmenees en- 
Allemagne, 23 niaisons incendiees et 131 pillees. 

Ni a Wesemael ou les Allemands assassin^rent 13 personnes, en envoy^rent 
324 en Allemagne, incendierent 46 maisons et en pill^rent 147. 

II n'existait ni a Werchter oii le bilan de I'invasion fut : 15 civils tues, 32 
emmenes en Allemagne, 26 maisons incendiees, 162 pillees. 

II n'existait pas non plus a Beterom : 1 1 personnes emmenees en Alle- 
magne, 7 maisons briilees, 25 pillees. 

Ni k Langdorp : 3 personnes tuees, une emmenee en Allemagne, 4 
maisons incenfliees, 22 pillees. 

Ni a Rillaer : 7 personnes tues, 34 maisons incendiees, 300 pillees. 

Ni k Nieuwrode : i personne tu6e, 27 emmenees en Allemagne, i maison 
brfllee, 200 pillees. 

Que de douleurs et de souffrances cette liste funebre evoque ! 

Les soldats allemands en commettant tous ces crimes pendant les jours 
atroces de la furie germanique n'ont pas rdpondu k des provocations partout 
inexistantes, ils ont uniquement riposte k leur fagon, a la defense vigoureuse 
des Beiges k Anvers, en s'attaquant aux civils de la region. En depit du 
courage que la discipline leur apporte sur les champs de bataille, ils se sont 
montr^s la d'une profonde Idchet^, d'une r^pugnante ferocitd. Cette furie 
bien teutonne a provoque un d6sastre plus grand encore dans les environs" 
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had nothing to do with the adjacent districts, which were in no way responsible 
for what took place at Aerschot. There was no such justification at Rotsclaert. 
Yet thirty-eight of its inhabitants were slaughtered, sixty-seven houses burned^ 
and all the others pillaged. Nor was there any more justification at Lummen 
or Molenstede, near Diest, where a large number of dwellings were destroyed 
by fire ; nor again at Schaffen, a village which was totally destroyed. Among 
the twenty-two persons who were massacred in that place was the wife of 
Frangois Luyeke, aged 45 ; her dau'ghter, a child of twelve ; a little girl of 
nine, a child of Jean Ooyen ; and Andr^ Wiliem, the Sacristan, aged 23, 
who was tied to a tree and burned alive. There was no justification at 
Hersselt, where twenty-foyr of the inhabitants were foully done to death and 
thirty-two houses given to the flames ; nor at many another village that was 
entirely wiped out, and where the blood flowed in torrents. There was no 
pretext for violence at Gelrode, where eighteen people were slain, ninety-nine 
sent to Germany, twenty-three houses burned, and one hundred and thirty-one 
pillaged. Nor at Wesemael, where the Germans murdered thirteen persons, 
sent three hundred and twenty-four to Germany, burned forty-six houses, and 
pillaged one hundred and forty-seven. Nor at Werchter, where the invaders' 
account stands as follows : — ^Fifteen civilians killed, thirty-two sent away to 
Germany, twenty-six houses burned and one hundred and sixty-two pillaged. 
Nor at Beterom, where eleven people Vere packed off" to Germany, seven 
houses burned, and twenty-five pillaged. Nor at Langdorp, where three 
people were killed, one sent away to Germany, four houses fired, and 
twenty-two pillaged. Nor at Rillaer, where seven people were killed, 
thirty-four houses burned, and three hundred pillaged. Nor at Nieuwrode, 
where one was killed, twenty-seven sent to Germany, one house burned, and 
two hundred pillaged. 

What scenes of sorrow and suffering are summoned up before us as we 
read through this tragic list. In committing all these crimes during the 
dreadful days when the German fury was at its height it was for alleged 
but imaginary provocations that the Kaiser's soldiers were making.^ reprisals 
when they made their attacks on the civilian population ; it was merely 
their manner of retaliating for the vigorous resistance offered by the Belgians 
at Antwerp. Despite the courage with which their discipline endows them 
on the field of battle, they gave evidence then of base cowardice and 
revolting cruelty. This mode, this characteristically Teutonic mode of 
Retaliation brought a greater disaster upon the district around Aerschot than 
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d'Aerschot qu'a Aerschot m^me. La population fut obligee de se refugier 
dans les bois non seulement pour dchapper aux AHemands- mais encore aux 
visions les plus tragiques. 

N'apercevait-on pas dans les fossds, le long des routes, des cadavres 
d'hommes, de femmes et d'enfants qui gisaient Ik, putrefiant I'air, en attendant 
une sepulture ? 

Et lorsqu'attir^s par I'odeur infecte, des fugitifs en passant se penchaient 
sur le puits d'une ferme isol^e ils reculaient d'horreur en apercevant des corps 
qui sumageaient. lis y avaient ete jetes par des sbldats apr^s leurs forfaits. 
Des femmes comptant parmi ces victimes on se doute des crimes accomplis. 
: Qu'est-il arriv^ de ces assassins ? 

Au cours de cette effroyable guerre ont-ils et^ punis de tant d'actions 
atroces commises de.sang froid et le Dieu qu'ils osent invoquer alors qu'ils en 
souilleiit les preceptes, les a-t-il condamn6s a endurer k leur tour sur les 
champs de bataille les souffrances qu'ils ont fait subir a tant d'innocents ? 

Depuis I'ultimatum que de tragedies! Soum^gne, Vis6, Namur, Dinant, . 
Tamines, Andenne, Surice, Ethe, Louvain et Aerschot, autant d'abus de la 
force, autant de massacres, que nul n'aurait ose soupgonner ou predire avant la 
Guerre tant ils se heurtent 4 notre temps, tant cette mentalite allemande est 
contraire k la ndtre, tant cette ferocite se place aux antipodes de notre 
civilisation. 

Parmi les neutres il en est qui admiraient I'Allemagne et ce qu'ils appelaient 
ses vertus niilitaires. Mais eux-m^mes ont fini par s'etonner des m6thodes 
allemandes et par les juger sev^rement. Au lendemain du supplice de la 
Belgique, ils ont assiste au martyre de dix d^partements frangais et de la 
Serbie ; a la guerre de sous-marins germains coritr&les navires de commerce ; ci 
I'attentat contre le Lusitania et contre d'autres grands paquebots dont de 
nombreux passagers sont morts ; au bombardement des villes ouvertes par les 
Zeppelins, il I'assassinat de tant de femmes et d'enfants soit par les submersibles 
soit par les dirigeables, a I'odieux meurtre de Miss Cavell et du capitaine 
Fryatt, aux abominables deportations, et ils ont compris, en depit du bandeau 
que les calomnies allemandes voulaient leur attacher sur les yeux, combien 
6taient vraifes les accusations beiges en dehors de toute imagination ou 
exageration. , 

Cette AUemagne qui s'est retranchee de I'hunianite volontairement, de^ 
propos d^libere, justifie ce- qu'en a dit M. le Ministre anglais Bonar Law au 
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upon Aerschot itself. The inhabitants were compelled to take refuge in the 
woods, not merely to escape from the Germans, but to avoid witnessing 
scenes of the most tragic description., 

In the iditches along the roadside one could see the dead bodies of, 
men, women, and children who were lying there putrefyirig the air, waiting 
for burial. Some fugitives passing by a lonely farmhouse noticed a dreadful 
stench proceeding from the well. Looking therein, they recoiled with horror, 
for dead bodies were floating there. Thither, their crimes accomplished, the 
soldiers had flung the corpses, and as there were women among the victims 
one may guess the nature of the outrage. 

What has become of these assassins? In the long course of this 
frightful war have they been punished for all the enormities wrought by 
them in cold blood; and the God Whom they invoked, even while they 
outraged His precepts — has He compelled them in their turn to endure on the 
field of battle the sufferings which they inflicted on so many innocent victims i 
Since the ultimatum was presented what innumerable tragedies have been 
enacted! Souniagne, Vise, jfamur, Dinant, Tamines, Andenne, Surice, 
Ethe, Louvain, and Aerschot: what instances of strength abused, what 
dreadful massacres — so many that none would have dared to hint at or foretell 
them before the war, so at variance are they with our times, so diametrically 
opposed to our own is the Teutonic mentality, so Widely sundered from our 
ideals and civilisation is the ferocity practised by the Germans. 

There were some neutrals who used to profess admiration for Germany 
and for what they termed her military virtues. But at length even they came 
to express amazement at her methods and to pass stern judgment upon her. 
After Belgium had suffered they looked on at the martyrdom of ten depart- 
ments of France, at the agony of Serbia ; they witnessed the attacks mad& 
by the German submarines on merchant shipping; the outrage on the Lust- 
iania and other great liners, with all the loss of life they involved. They 
have seen how open cities have been bombarded by Zeppelins ; they haVe 
beheld the slaughter of women and children by submarines or dirigibles, the 
murder of Miss Cavell and Captain Fryatt ; and they have understood, 
despite the dust that the Germans with their calumnies endeavoured to throw 
in their eyes, how true to fact, how devoid of all exaggeration were the 
accusations levelled against Germany by the Belgians. Germany, who has 
voluntarily sundered herself from the -rest of humanity, has justified by her 
conduct the words employed by Mr. Bonar Law at the great meeting held 
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grand meeting du Queen's Hall a Londres le 4 Aofit 1916, lors du deuxi^me 
anniversaire de la declaration de Guerre, " Une Mte sauvage court en liberty ; 
il est inutile d'en appeler au moncle civilisd ; une seule chose peut 6tre faite et 
nous le pouvons ; la fusilier ! " 

* * * * * „ * y,. 

Aerschot, jusqu'au 6 Septembre,continua a souffrir de I'pccupation allemande. 
Dans I'eglise que les soldats n'etaient pas parvenus a detruire en depit des 
mati^res inflammables employees, successivement ils enferm^rent de nombreux 
pretres, campagnards, citadins, feriimes, enfants et jusqu'aux membres de 
I'ambulance de la Croix Rouge de Belgique qui avaient ete les premiers k 
recevoir la visite des Allemands et a souffrir de leur brutalite. N'etaient-ils 
pas soupgonnes d'avoir tire et fait aux soldats beiges des signaux lumineux ? 

Quel d^fiie dans ce temple transforme en prison pendant ces jours 
d'angoisse ! Plus de 450 personnes y entr^rent, presque toutes menac^es d'une 
prochaine execution. Aussi que de nuits sans sommeil, que de larmes, que de 
desespoirs profonds ! Les femmes et les enfants ne faisaient pas defaut dans 
ce troupeau humain que tant de sc^jnes atroces avaient effraye et bouleverse. 

Et tous ces malheureux etaient tortures par la faim. C'est k peine si on 
feur donnait par jour, pour toute nourriture, un peu de pain aigre. 

Le 6 Septembre 300 furent envoyes en AUemagne ; parmi eux se trouvaient 
21 cures. ,De quel droit les traitait-on comme des prisonniers de guerre? 
Jamais dans les luttes qui se sont sudcedees au cours du XIX"' si^cle de 
pareilles mesures n'ont et6 prises ; la guerre se poursuivait loyalement entre 
les armees et -les civils etaient respectes au lieu de grossir le butin des 
vainqueurs, comme dans I'antiquite. Et m6me alors ils n'etaient pas 
<extermin6s comme ils le furent en Belgique en Aoflt 1914, sans cependant 
avoir fait la moindre tentative de revolte. 

ItC grand etat-major se vengeait de I'ecroulement de ses premiers plans. 
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at the Queen's Hall on the 4th August, 1916, on the occasion of the second 
anniversary of the declaration of war: "A wild beast," he said, "is at large. 
It is useless to appeal to the civilised world. There is but one thing to be 
done, and we can do it ; we must shoot it." 

****** 

Until the 6th September Aerschot continued to suffer from the effects of 
the German occupation. In the church which — in spite of the inflammable 
materials of which they made use — the German soldiers had not succeeded 
in destroying, they successively shut up a number of priests, countrymen, 
citizens, women and children, and even members of the Belgian Red Gross 
Society who had been the first to be visited by the Germans, and to suffer 
from their brutality. Were they not suspected, forsooth, of having made use 
of firearms and of having sent flashlight signals to the Belgian troops? 
What a procession it was that, during these days of agony, passed through 
the church that was now become a prison. More than four hundred and 
fifty people entered within its walls, all of them threatened with instant death. 
What sleepless nights they must have spent; what tears they must have 
shed J what deep despair must have been theirs. There were many women 
and, many children among this human herd, terrified and bewildered by all 
the horrible scenes they had witnessed. All these unhappy folk were tor- 
mented with hunger. A little sour bread had to last them a whole day, and 
it was no easy matter to get even that. On the 6th September three hundred 
were sent into Germany, twenty-one curfe among the number. By what 
right were they treated as prisoners of war ? Never before in all the successive 
struggles which took place in the course of the nineteenth century had such 
measures been adopted. The fight was carried on in an honourable manner 
between the opposing armies ; civilian life and property were respected instead 
of being made to swell the conqueror's booty, as in ancient- times. Even 
then they were not exterminated as they were in Belgium in August, 1914, 
without ever having made the slightest attempt to revolt. 

The German Headquarters Staff were exacting vengeance for the down- 
fall of their initial plans. 



CHAPITRE XIII 

LA PROVINCE DU BRABANT 

Bruxelles et lEmpereuY Guillaume 

j^ VEC Louvain, avec Aerschot, le Brabant a iti surtout ^prouv6, mais 

/ ^ les massacres et I'incendie de ces deux villes n'ont pas limits 

^ m. Taction criminelle de rennemi, Et comma les deux cit^s martyres 

beaucoup de villages ont souffert. Nous en avons donn6 une 

premiere Enumeration. II en est d'autres qui ont ^te Egalement supplici^s par 

I'oppresseur, tel le hameau de Bueken. 

Les AUeinands y sEjournaient depuis dix jours et les habitants s'Etaierit 
efforcEs de donner satisfaction k leurs demandes quand le 29 Aofit les 
oppresseurs furent pris d'un acces de colore et de rage. Aussit6t ils s'empar- 
^rent des hommes et les conduisirent, les mains Hees derrierelle dos dans une 
prairie. L^, seize d'entre eux furent fusillEs, dont un vieillard de soixante-dix 
ans et ses trois fils, en presence de leurs-femmes et de leurs enfants — la pire 
des Islchetes. 

Un jugement prEceda I'exEcution. De quels crimes accusaient-ils ces 
malheureux ? L'un d'avoir tenu en sa possession un livre ayant appartenu i 
un soldat allemand. En admettant qu'il I'eAt vol6, ce vol n'efit pas m^rite la 
mort. Mais on sut bientdt. que Ig modeste volume avait ete laisse par le 
soldat teuton dans la maison du condamne oh logeaient depuis dix jours un 
petit d^tachement allemand. Un autre avait it^ trouv6 tenant en main une 
cartouche allemande. Et apr^s? Que pouvait-il bien en faire? Pr6texte, 
simple pretexte. . . . 

Sans doute en sejoumant pendant plus d'une semaine dans ce village des 
soldats avaient-ils convoite tel ou tel objet appartenant k leurs h6tes. Pour 
s'en rendre maitres, l^galement, d'aprfes la 16galit6 allemande, il leur suffisait 



CHAPTER XIII 

THE PROVINCE OF BRABANT 
Brussels and the Emperor William 

WHAT with Louvain and with Aerschot, Brabant had been pre- 
eminent in suffering. But the burning and slaying which 
took place in these two cities did not mark liie limit of the 
enemy's criminal activities. Many villages suffered similar 
outrages. We have already given a preliminary list of them. But there 
were othersy such as the village of Bueken which also suffered the scourge of 
the oppressor. 

The Germans had been there for ten days, and the inhabitants had done 
their best to satisfy their demands. However, on the 29th August they gave 
way to an outbreak of wrath and fury. The Germans at once seized some 
of the men and marched them, with their hands bound behind them, to a 
field. There sixteen of them were shot, among the number being an old 
man of seventy and his three sons — shot before the eyes of their wives and 
children — a crowning infamy. 

The execution was preceded by a trial. Of what crimes were these poor 
wretches alleged to be guilty ? One was charged with being in possession 
of ajjook belonging to a German soldier. Even supposing he had stolen it, 
the theft did not merit the penalty of death. But it was soon found out that 
the modest volume had been left by the German soldier himself in the con- 
demned man's house, where a small German detachment had had its quarters 
for ten days past Another had been found handling a German cartridge. 
Well, what if he had ? What could he have done with it ? The whole thing 
was a mere excuse. 

The truth of the matter is that, having stopped in the village for more 
than a week, some of the soldiers had set eyes on things they coveted. In 
order to obtain possession of them lawfully — or, rather, in accordance with 
what the Germans call lawfulness — they had only to trump up some clumsy 
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de forger de grossiers mensonges rendant possible, facile m^me, le pillage que 
leurs appetits reclamaient. Cette id^e de rapine, de vol, de meurtfe et 
d'incendie leur yenait surtout quarid lis etaient sous I'empire de la boisson. 
EUe les tentait et ils ne parvenaientpas k lui r^sister. 

Tant pis pour les pauvres gens qu'elle leur ferait sacrifier. 

Des massacres de ce genre eurent lieu a Campenhout oil 14 personnes 
furent tuees et 85 maisons incendiees, a Elewij ip personnes tudes 133 
maisons ddtruites, a Eppeghein 8 personnes tu6es et 176 habitations in- 
cendiees,- k Hofstade 6 habitants' tues et 56 maisons brfllees, k Melsbroeck 6 
personnes massacrees et i- maison incendiee, k Muysen 6 personnes tu^es et 
'3 maisons brfilees, k Sempst 18 habitants massacres et 27 maisons brMees, a 
Vilvorde 6 personnes tuees et 33 maisons brfllees, k Tildonck 10 personnes 
tuees et 31 naaisons incendiees, k Tremelo 3 habitants tu6s et sur 367 
habitations 214 brfilees, a Wespelaer 21 personnes tuees et 47 maisons 
incendiees, a Heelenbosch 7 personnes tuees, a Velthem-Beyssem 14 civils 
massacres et 100 maisons d^truites, a Wilsele 7 personnes tuees et 36 maisons 
incendiees, a Linsmeau 18 habitants tues et 7 maisons incendiees, etc., etc. 

Les details font actuellement d^faut sur ces assassinats, mais dans ces 
villages retir^Sj enclos de champs, que de scenes atroces ont du se passer. 
Eourquoi toutes ces executions ? Etait-ce pour rendre plus ais6 le viol de 
tant de femmes et de jeunes filles, outrages odieux signales presque partout ? 

Le Brabant au tableau d'honneur de la BelgiqUe suppliciee inscrit : 897 
personnes massacrees, 21 10 citoyens emmenes en Allemagne, 5821 maisons 
incendiees et 16,448 pillees. 

S'il s'etait trouv6 un 6gare a Bruxelles pour tirer le 20 Aout 19 14, un 
coup de feu sur les troupes allemandes qui defilaient dans les rues de la 
capitale celle-ci efit ^te mise aussit6t k feu et a sang comme Louvain et 
Dinant. 

II est en effet etabli officiellement que Guillaume II fut consult^ par ses 
g^n^raux la veille.de 1' entree de ses troupes^ Bruxelles. "Si quelque 
resistance se produisait, autorisait-il la destruction de la capitale ? " / 
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lie or other in order to permit — to facilitate, indeed — the looting they so 
eagerly desired. These thoughts of rapine, theft, murder, and burning 
occurred to them the more readily when they were under the influence of 
drink. They were tempted , thereby, and were unable to resist the 
temptation. 

So much the worse for the unhappy people whose sacrifice it was to involve. 

Massacres of a similar nature took place at Campenhout, where fourteen 
persons were killed and eighty-five houses burned. At Elewij there were 
ten killed and one hundred and thirty-three houses destroyed. At Eppeghem 
there were eight persons killed and one hundred and seventy-six houses 
burned. At Hofstade six inhabitants killed and fifty-six houses burned. At 
Melsbroeck six persons massacred and one house burned. At Muysen six 
persons killed and three houses burned. At Sempst eighteen inhabitants 
massacred and twenty-seven houses burned. At Vilvorde six persons killed 
and thirty-three houses burned. At Tildonck ten persons killed and thirty- 
one houses burned. At Tremelo three inhabitants killed and two hundred and 
fourteen out of three hundred and sixty-seven houses burned. At Wespelaer 
twenty-one people killed and forty-seven houses burned. At Heelenbosch 
seven persons killed ; at Velthem-^Beyssem fourteen civilians massacred and 
one hundred houses destroyed. At Wilsele seven persons killed and thirty- 
six houses destroyed. At Linsmeau eighteen inhabitants slain and seven 
houses burned. And so on. 

! At present there are no details available concerning these assassinations, 
but in these remote villages, surrounded by fields, one can imagine the 
dreadful scenes that must have been enacted. Wherefore all these murders ? 
Was it that they might the more easily commit their wholesale violation of 
women and young girls ? — for abominable outrages of this nature were 
reported almost everywhere. Brabant, in the Roll of Honour of Martyred 
Belgium, figures as follows:— 897 persons massacred, 21 10 citizens deported 
to Germany, 5821 houses burned and 16,448 sacked. 

If at Brussels any ooe had been so misguided as to fire a shot at the 
German troops as they passed through the city on the 20th August, 1914, 
the capital would, like Louvain and Dinant, have been given over to fire 
and sword. 

It is, indeed, officially stated that William II. was consulted by his 
generals the day before his troops made their entry into Brussels. " If," they 
said, " any resistance were to be offered, would he sanction the destruction of 
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L'empereur rdpondit par ce tiMgraLtaiae cohclu&nt : " ^e V02is en donne 
rordre." C'est-^-dire : aucune hesitation n'est permise, ne doit etre m^me 
toleree. " Je vous en 'donne Fordre." Done, je vous couvre compl^tement, 
absolument. 

L'empereur sera avec vous, au milieu de vous par la pens6e, quand vous 
massacrerez Ids Bruxellois, ddtruirez leurs monuments, incendierez leurs 
habitations. II approuvera les executions et les incendies. Tout ce que 
vous ferez sera bien fait. " % vous en donne Vordre ! " 

Avant I'exdcution de Miss Cavell et du capitaine Fryatt, il fut dgalement 
consulte et avec la m6me secberesse de coeur, implacable, il fit la meme 
reponse. De ce double assassinat il restera responsable devant I'Histoire. 

Que de fois, dans la province de Namur, des. soldats allemands disaient aux 
femmes belges« se lamentant' devant les atrocites commises,^ " II ne faut pas 
pleurer, nous ne faisons pas le quart de ce qui a et^ ordonne." Par qui ? 
Evidemment par le chef supreme de I'armee. 

A Louvain un officier repondant a I'interrogation d'un civil condamnd k 
mort et qu'il parvint k sauver, I'invita k ne pas s'etonner de ce qui se passait 
autour de lui. Des ordres venus de haut, de trh haut^ ^talent arrives et ceux 
qui dans I'armee oseraient leur d^sob^ir seraient fusill^s. 

Au lendemain des exploits de I'armee allemande centre de pauvres civils, 
de cette furie germanique aussi odieuse qu'inexplicable, une vague de colere 
passa sur le monde et dechatna une indignation formidable dans beaucoup de 
pays eontre les crimes allemands. L'empereur qui les avaient tol^res, permis, 
et, dans certains cas, ordonn^s, l'empereur qui n'avait pas h^sitd un instant a 
accepter avec le plus grand calme la perspective de la destruction de Bruxelles,- 
I'empereur voyant sa responsabilit^ grandir envoya au president Wilson le 
4 Septembre 19 14, un telegramme dont voici un important extrait : 

"Je proteste solennellement aupres de vous eontre la fagon dont cette 
guerre est men^e par nos adversaires dont les methodes en font une des plus 
barbares de I'histoire. ... A c6te de I'usage de ces armes atroces le Gouverne- 
ment Beige a excite la population civile k participer au combat et a depuis' 
longtemps soigneusement prganis^ la resistance. Les cruautes exercdes dans 
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the capital ? " The Emperor replied in a telegram which concluded with 
the words, " I command you to do so." That is to say, there was to be no 
hesitation ; hesitation w»uld not be tolerated : " I command you to do so ! " 
That means, I cover you absolutely and erttirely. The Emperor will be with 
you and among you in spirit when you butcher the people of Brussels, destroy 
their public buildings, and^et fire to their houses. Murder and incendiarism 
will have his approval. Whatsoever you shall do shall be well done. " I 
command you to do it." 

Prior to the execution of Miss Cavell and Captain Fryatt he was also 
consulted, and with the same implacable hardness of heart he made a like 
reply. For this double assassination it is he whom Posterity will hold 
responsible. 

How often in the Province of Namur did not the German soldiers tell the 
Belgian women, when they were mourning over the horrors that had been 
committed, not to weep, for they were not doing a quarter of the things they 
had been commanded to do. " Commanded ! " By whom ? Clearly by the 
Supreme War Lord. 

At Louvain a German officer, in reply to a question put to him by a 
condemned man whose life he had managed to save, told him not to be 
astonished at what was going on around him. Orders had been received 
from a high quarter, a very high quarter, and any one in the army who dared 
to disobey would be shot. 

Following upon the cruel deeds wrought by the German army against 
these hapless civilians a wave of anger passed over the world and gave rise in 
many countries to a great outburst of indignation against the Germans. The 
Emperor who had tolerated these crimes, who had suffered — and in some 
cases ordered — them to be committed ; the Emperor who had viewed with 
complete, imperturbability the possibility of Brussels being levelled to the 
ground ; the Emperor, I say, seeing how he was being more and more regarded 
as responsible for these things, sent on the 4th of September, 1914, a telegram 
to President Wilson, of which the following is an important extract : 

" I solemnly protest to you against the manner in which this war is being 
waged by our adversaries, whose methods are making it one of the most 
barbarous in history. Besides making use of these horrible weapons, the 
Belgian Government has incited the civilian population to take part in the 
fighting, and for a long time past has been carefully preparing them to offer 
resistance. The cruelties pt-actised in this guerilla warfare, even by women 
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cette guerre de guerillas|| m6me par des femmes et des pr^tres sur des soldats 
blesses, des medecins et des infirmiferes (des m^decins furent tuds et des 
ambulances incendiees) furent telles que nos gen^raux furent forc& d'adopter 
^ventuellement les pires mesures pour punir les coupables et terroriser la 
population sanguinaire en I'empechant ainsi de continuer ces honteuses 
pratiques. Des villages et m6me la vieille cit^ de Louvain a Texception de 
son magnifique h6tel de ville, durent ^tre ddtruits pour la protection de nos 
troupes." 

Par le mensonge et la calomnie Guillaume II tentait d'^chapper a la 
reprobation g^nerale. 

II n'est pas vrai que le gouvernement beige ait excite la population civile 
a participer au combat. Son attitude a 6te bien diiferente.^ D^s le 4 Aoiit 
1914, le ministre de I'lnt^rieur, M. Berryer, envoyait une circulaire aux 2700 
communes de la Belgique, invitant "les autoritesicommunales k instruire leurs 
administr^s des devoirs de tous envers la patrie." Et ce document officiel 
disait : " D'apr^s les lois de la guerre, les actes d'hostilite, c'est-a-dire de 
resistance et I'attaque par les armes, I'emploi des armes contre les soldats. 
ennemis isolds, I'intervention directe dans les combats pu rencontres ne sont 
jamais permis k ceux qui ne font partie ni de Tarm^e ni de la garde civique, 
ni des corps des volontaires observant les lois militaires, obeissant a un chef 
et portant un signe distinctif apparent." La circulaire precisait : *' L'individu 
isoie qui commettrait un acte d'hostilite ne serait pas consid^re comme bel- 
lig^rant. S'il 6tait pris, il serait traits plus rigoureusement qu'un prisonnier 
de guerre et pourrait m^me 6tre mis k mort. A plus forte raison les habitants 
du pays sont-ils tenus de s'abstenir des actes qui sont defendus meme aux 
soldats; ces actes sont notamment: employer du poison ou des armes 
empoisonnees, tuer ou blesser par trahison des individus appartenant k I'armee 
ou a la nation de I'envahisseur ; tuer ou blesser un ennemi qui, ayant mis bas 
les armes ou n'ayant plus les moyens de se defendre, s'est rendu k discretion." 

Toutes les armes atroces dont parle Guillaume II ^taient done condamn^es 
et le Gouvernement Beige avait si peu jou6 le r61e qu'il lui ^r^tait que 
trouvant cette circulaire insuffisante il avait lanc6 cette proclamation aux 
" Civils." 

" Le ministre de I'interieur recommande aux civils-si I'ennemi se montre 
dans leur region : 

" De ne pas combattre ; 

"'De ne proferer ni injures ni menaces ; 
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and priests, on wounded soldiers, doctors, and nurses (doctors were killed and 
ambulances set on fire) were of such a nature that our generals were obliged 
to adopt, where necessary, the , severest methods to punish the guilty- and 
overawe the bloodthirsty populace with a view to preventing^ the continuance 
of these shameful acts. Many villages, and even the ancient city of Louvain — 
except its magnificent town-hall — had to be destroyed for the protection of 
our troops." 

By lies and calumnies of this sort William II endeavoured to escape 
universal condemnation. 

It is not true that the Belgian Government incited the civil population to 
take part in the fighting. Quite the reverse. As early as the 4th August, 
1914, Monsieur Berryer, Minister of the Interior, sent round a circular to the 
2700 Belgian Communes requesting the authorities to acquaint their people with 
the duties they owed their country. This official document read as follows : 

"According to the rules of warfare, hostile acts — that is to say, armed 
resistance and attack, the use of weapons against individual enemy soldiers, a 
direct intervention in combats or encounters — are never permitted in the case 
of those nbt forming part of the army or the Civic Guard or volunteer corps 
under military discipline, under the command of a leader and wearing a 
distinctive and conspicuous mark." "Any individual," the circular went on, 
" who committed an act of hostility would not be regarded as a belligerent. 
If captured he would be treated more severely than a prisoner of war, and 
might even be put to death. It is therefore the more important that the 
inhabitants of the country should refrain from acts forbidden even to Soldiers ; 
in particular from using poison or poisoned weapons, or from killing, or 
wounding, by treacherous means, any person belonging to the arniy or 
country of the invader ; from killing or wounding an enemy who, having laid 
down his arms and being no longer in a position to defend himself, has yielded 
himself prisoner." 

Thus all the " horrible weapons " of which William II. made mention 
had been condemned beforehand, and, so far had the Belgian Government 
been from playing the part alleged, that it had issued in addition the following 
proclamation to the civilian inhabitants : 

" In the event of the enemy appearing in any district the Minister of the 
Interior exhorts the civil population : 

" Not to fight. 

" Not to give expression to insults or threats. 

N 
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"De se tenir k Tintdrieur de leurs maisons et de fermer les fenfires afin 
qu'on ne puisse dire qu'il y a eu provocation ; 

" Si les soldats occupent pour se d^fendre une maison ou un hameau isole, 
de r^vacuer afin qu'on ne puisse dire -que les civils ont tire ; 

"L'acte de violence commis par un seul civil serait un veritable crime 
que la loi punit d'arrestation et condamnb, car il^pourrait servir de pretexte k 
une repression sanglante, au pillage et au massacre de la population innocente, 
des femmes et des enfants." 

II n'est pas vrai que le Gouvernement Beige ait organise la resistance des 
civils. II a agi tout dififeremment £n incitant les bourgmestres des villes 
menac^es par I'envahisseur k exiger toutes les armes qu'ils possedaient. C'etait 
empScher jusqu'4 I'affirmation d'un geste de revolte. 

II n'est pas vrai, comme Fempereur le pretend audacieusement, que des 
cruaut^s aient ete exerc6es par des femmes et des. prStres sur des soldats 
blesses, des m^decins et les infirinieres. , 

L'empereur fait allusion aux calomnies repandues par la presse allemande 
sans doute d'apres les instructions donn^es par I'Etat-majon La Idgende des 
yeux creves a etd dementie en Allehiagne. Et la Gazette poptilaire de Cologne 
a pu contrairenient k des assertions tr^s precises d'Aix-la-Chapelle etablir 
qu'aucun soldat avec . les yeux creves ne se trouvait dans les ambulances de 
cette ville. On disait aussi que des blesses de ce genre etaiient soignes dans 
le voisinage de Berlin ; mais partout oii Ton a fait des recherches au sujet de 
ces bruits leur entiere inanite a et6 d^montree. , Finalemeht ils se sont 
concentres sur Gross-Lichterfelde ; un journal de midi tr^s repandu a Berlin 
imprimait en gros caractferes que rien qu'au lazaret de Lichterfelde il y avait 
" dix soldats allemands leg^rement blesses auquels une main criminelle avait 
crev6 les yeux." Or sur une demande de renseignements adressee par 
M. Liebknecht au medecin en chef de la dite ambulance la reponse suivante 
lui fut envoy^e : 

" Tr^s hpnor^ Monsieur, 

^' Heureusement il n'y a rien de vrai dans ces bruits. 
Salutations tr^s devou^es. 

" Professeur Rantenberg." 
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"To remain indoors and keep their windows shut, in order that no provo- 
cation might be alleged. 

" In the event of soldiers occupying a house or village in order to defend 
themselves, the inhabitants should leave in order that they may not be said 
to have taken part in the firing. 

"Any act of violence committed by an individual civilian would be 
nothing short of a crime, rendering the perpetrator liable to arrest and 
punishment, for it might serve as a pretext for the employment of sanguinary 
measures of repression, and be followed by the pillage and massacre of harm- 
less civilians, including women and children." 

It is not true that the Belgian Government promoted the organized 
resistance of the civil population. So far from that being the case the Burgo- 
masters of the towns that were threatened with invasion were ordered to 
require the surrender of all weapons in the pbssession of the inhabitants. 
Their object was to prevent the occurrence of anything resembling even the 
shadow of a revolt It is not true, as the emperor brazenly declared it was, that 
wounded men, doctors, and nurses had been maltreated by women and priests. 

The emperor alludes to the calumnies niade current by the German Press, 
in accordance, no doubt, with orders given by the Headquarters Staff. The 
story about soldiers who had had their eyes put out has been denied in Germany 
itself, and, despite the very circumstantial statements that came from Aix- 
la-Chapelle, the. Cologne Gazette has succeeded in establishing the fact that no 
soldier whose eyes had been put out was in any of the military hospitals in 
that city. It was further stated that men maimed in this manner had been 
treated in the neighbourhood of Berlin ; but wherever these assertions have 
been made the subject of inquiry, they have been shown to be entirely 
without foundation. Finally, the- rumours gathered to a head at Gross- 
Lichterfelde. A southern newspaper enjoying a wide, circulation in Berlin 
printed an announcement in big black type to the effect that at the Lichter- 
felde Hospital alone there were ten slightly wounded German soldiers whose 
eyes some dastardly hand had put out. However, on Herr Liebknecht asking 
the medical superintendent of the said Hospital to furnish him with par* 
ticiilars, the following reply was immediately sent : 

" Dear Sir, 

" Happily there is no truth in the reports to which you allude. 

" Your obedient Servant, 

" Professor Rantenberg." 
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Elle parut dans le No du 22 Octobre 1914 du Vorwaerts qui 'tint 4 
dementir la calomnie officielle. 

Une revue scientifique allemande Der Pels a public un dementi non moins 
Eloquent sous la signature Lorenz Muller : " Officiellement il n'a etd ^tabll 
aucun cas ou on aurait tire de tours d'^glises avec I'aide de pr^tres. Tout ce 
qui est connu jusqu'i present et qui a fait I'objet d'dne enqu6te au sujet des 
pretendues atrocit6s attributes aux pr^tres catholiques au" cours de cette 
guerre a ete trouvd faux et totalement imagine sans exception aucune. Notre 
empereur a telegraphic au president des Etats-Unis de TAmdrique du Nord 
que ' mSme des femmes et des pretres commirent des atrocit^s dans cette'guerre 
de guerillas et blessferent des soldats, des medecins et des ambulanci^res.' 
Comment cctte dep^che pcut 6tre mise en rapport avec le fait ci-dessus (que 
rien n'existe k charge des pretres) nous ne pourrons le savoir qu'apr^s la 
guerre." 

II n'est pas vrai qu'il y ait eu de hontcuses pratiques, comme I'empcreur 
(Guillaume II I'a declare, parmi la population en Belgique, en prenant grand 
rsoin de ne pas preciser. Lesquelles ? Dans quelles villes se sont-elles affirmees ? 
Par qui ont-elles ^te denoncdcs ? 

II n'est pas vrai que cette population ait ete sanguinaire. Elle n'avait pas 
d'armes ; elle ne s'est pas defendue ; on a pu I'egorger sans danger. Ici le 
chef des Bourreaux s'est montre ironique envers ses victimes. 

Qui fut sanguinaire a Soumagne, Vis6, Olne, Namur, Dinant, Tamines, 
Surice, Andenne, Ethe, Louvain, Aerschot, et , Termonde ? Les habitants 
executes ou ccux qui les ont massacres, en, obeissant aux ordres du chef 
supreme de I'armee allemande ? 

Dans ce t^Iegrammc d^soi-mais historique I'empereur a ajoute que des 
vilkges et m^me la vicillc cite de Louvain avaient dO etre detruits pour la 
protection de ses troupes. Cette assertion eiit reflete la verite si Guillaume II 
lui avait donn^ le d^veloppement que sa pensee exigeait. 

C'est exact ; il n'a ordonne les inccndics et les massacres que pour donner 
aux mouvements de ses armdes toutcs les garanties desirables, leur apporter 
unc protection absolue tout en se vengeant du petit pays qui avait fait crouler 
ses plans. Mais il a commis 14 des crimes inutiles, puisqu'obeissant k leur 
Gouvcrnement, les civils en Belgique n'ont jamais m^me songe k resister k 
I'oppresseur. Tout ce luxe terrible de terrorisation atroce ne repondit done 
4 aucune necessite, quoiqu'en ait dit Guillaume II, et avant lui, au cours du 



PICTURES OF RUINED BELGIUM 181 

This letter was published in the Vorwaerts of the 22nd October, 1914, 
which made a point of giving the lie to this official calumny, 

A German scientific r^iew, entitled "Der Eels," published an equally- 
energetic denial under the signature, " Lorenz Muller." " Officially no single 
case of priests taking part in shooting from church towers has been established. 
All the evidence which has been investigated up to the present concerning 
the alleged atrocities attributed to Catholic priests in the course of this war 
has been found to be false and wholly imaginary, without any exception 
whatever. Our Emperor has telegraphed to the President of the United 
States of North America, saying, ' Even women and priests committed 
atrocities in the course of this guerilla warfare, and wounded soldiers, doctors, 
and nurses.' How this telegram is to be reconciled with the fact reported 
above (that the priests were entirely free from blame) we shall not be able to 
learn until the war is over." 

There is no truth in the statements — intentionally vague — of the Emperor 
William 11 alleging disgraceful conduct on the part of the Bel^an civilian 
population. What was this conduct, and in what towns did it take place ? 
Who brought the accusation .' The charges of sanguinary conduct on the 
part of the people are devoid of truth. They were unarmed an4 defenceless. 
Their murderers ran no risk. The Chief of the Butchers is surely indulging 
in irony at his victims' expense. 

Who were the bloodthirsty ones at Souitiagne, Vis6, Olne, Namur, Dinant, 
Tamines, Surice, Andenne, Ethe, Louvain, Aerschot, and Termonde .' Were 
they the murdered inhabitants or those who slew them in obedience to the 
orders of the Supreme Head of the German Army ? 

In this historic telegram of his, the Emperor added that villages and even 
the ancient city of Louvain had had to be destroyed to ensure the safety of his 
troops. This assertion would have reflected the truth had William II gone 
on to give complete expression to what he had in mind. It is true he gave 
the command to burn and slay merely that his armies might safely be able 
to carry out any movement they desired, and that at the same time he might 
take vengeance on the little country that had disconcerted his plans. But 
these crimes of the Emperor were unnecessary, for, in obedience to the 
injunctions of their Governmejit, the people of Belgium never so much as 
thought of offering resistance to the oppressor. All this extravagant indul- 
gence in measures of terrorisation was entirely unjustified by the necessities 
of the case, in spite of the Emperor's allegations j and until this time the 
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Xi:^™ si^cle nul ne I'avait employ^. Rien de ce qu'il a fait n'a 6te reproch^ 
a Napoleon, avant ou apr^s Idna. 

II a le triste benefice d'avoir compris autrement que-Ies grands g^ni^raux 
de I'epoque moderne la protection k donner 'aux armees mais en employant 
de nouvelles ra^thodes il a ressuscit^ celles qu'aimaient les Barbares et c'est 
dans le sillon des Huns qu'il a march6, peut-^tre sans s'en douter emport6 
par sa passion de vaincre a tout prix. 

Quels que soient les mobiles qui I'ont guid^ il reste I'auteur^ responsable 
-du supplice inflige k tant d'innocentes victimes ; aussi chacun dans le monde 
.a-t-il songe a lui quand au lendemain du meurtre du capitaine Fiyatt, 
M. Asquith, le chef du cabinet anglais, a declare solennellement a la Chambre 
des Communes qa'k I'heure des reparations les coupables seraient livr^s 4 la 
justice sans preoccupation du rang qu'ils occuperaient si 6\ev6 qu'il {ht I 

Ce jou%la quand Guillaume de Hohenzollern paraitra devant le tribunal 

supreme des Allies la Belgique, saignant de toutes les blessures recues, spectre 

de la douleur et de la souffrance, se traJnera a la barre et au nom des veuves 

et des enfants des supplicees r^clamera la ch&timent du coupable. 

* * * * * * 

Bruxelles n'a pas connu jusqu'ici la furie germanique mais nul, en songeant 
a la r6ponse imp6riale du 19 Aoiit 1914, n'ose ' envisager demain avec 
tranquillite. 

Bruxelles a vu assassiner Miss Gavell et des Beiges tomber pour le m6me 
crime d'humanit^ et de patriotisme. 

La capitale ne saurait done se tromper sur les sentiments de rennemi. 
Mais la menace qui p^se sur celle ne saurait I'effrayer. Son amour violent d^ 
la patrie, I'affectueux souvenir qu'elle voue knos souverains, son attachement 
profohd aux institutions dictent uniquement tous ses actes. Et chacun de ses 
habitants ne songe qu'^ la delivrance, jamais k ce qui pourrait la pr^ceder. 
La confiance est gen^raler ^ Le m^pris de I'ennemi double du mepris du danger 
cree une atmosphere d'heroisme. 

Au debut de Toccupation le bourgmestre de Bruxelles, M. Adolphe Max, 
traduisit les sentiments de ses adm'inistres, en repondant avec dignity aux 
exigences de I'occupant Tout en prodiguant les conseils sages, les avis 
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nineteenth century had never beheld the like of it. Napoleon was never 
accused of such deeds, either before or after Jena. 

To the Emperor William belongs the .unenviable distinction of having taken 
a different view from those of the great generals of modern times of the 
protection due to an army ; but his new method was merely a revival of those 
practices dear to the Barbarians of ancient times. He followed — perhaps 
unwittingly — in the track of the Hun, led away by his passionate desire to 
achieve victory at any price. 

Whatever the motives which prompted him, he will be held responsible for 
the sufferings inflicted on so many innocent victims. Thus it was he of whom 
men were thinking, the whole world over, when, referring to the murder of 
Captain Fryatt, Mr. Asquith, the head of the British Cabinet, solemnly 
declared before the. House of Commons that when the hour of retribution 
came the guilty should pay the penalty of their wrongdoings irrespective 
of their rank, however exalted it might be. Then, when William von 
Hohenzollern appears .before the judgment-seat of the Allies, Belgium, 
bleeding from all her wounds, a wan spectre of sorrow and suffering, will 
appear at the Bar and demand, in the name of the widows and the orphans of 
the martyred dead, that the Guilty One shall be punished. 

Brussels has thus far been unvisited by the German Whirlwind, but no 
one who bears in mind the Emperor's statement of the 19th August, 1914, 
can contemplate the morrow with equanimity. Brussels has seen the murder 
of Miss Cavell as well as of the Belgians who forfeited their lives in the 
performance of like deeds of humanity' and patriotism. The citizens of the 
Capital therefore can be under no -delusion regarding the sentiments enter- 
tained by the enemy towards them; But the threat that hangs over their 
heads does not avail to terrorise them. Their ardent love of country, the 
affectionate regard in which they hold their Seyereigns,-their| devoted attach- 
ment to their national institutionscr-^these things alone direct them in all that 
they do. The deliverance of the city is. the one preoccupation of each ; what 
they may have to go through beforehand does not enter into their thoughts. 
Confidence fills all hearts. Contempt of the foe and contempt of danger 
combine to create an atmosphere of heroism. At the beginning of the hostile 
occupation the Burgomaster of Brussels, Monsieur Adolphe Max, gave fitting 
expression to the sentiments of his people in the dignity with which he replied 
to the demands of the enemy. He, gave plenty of wise counsel and sage 
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prudents, tout en assurant Tordre, il ne se courba pas devant I'ennemi. Aux 
ukases blessants il riposta avec une grandeur d'ka^e qui trouva de I'dcho chez 
tous ceux, qui dans le monde, sont epris de fiert^. II ne voulut pas se courber 
devant le vainqueur et sans compromettre le sort de ceux qui I'entouraient ii 
se ddsinteressa du sien avec une abnegation qui n'allait pas sans grandeur. 

Le Gouvemeur allemand de la ville de Li^ge, le lieutenant-g^n^ral von 
Kolewe, ayant lanc6 une proclamation aux habitants de la cit^ ardent^ afin 
de preter au bourgmestre de Bruxelles une assertion fausse, M. Adolphe Max 
par voie d'affiche, opposa a I'affirmation de ce fonctionnaire "/e dementi le plus 
formel" 

Affirmation audacieuse d'ailleurs. " Le bourgmestre de Bruxelles a fait 
savoir au commandant allemand que le Gouvernement frangais a d^clar^ au 
Gouvernement beige I'impossibilite de I'assister offensivement en aucune 
maniere vu qu'il se voit lui-m^me forcfe i la defensive." C'^tait faux ! 

Le dementi de M. Max retentit comme un soufHet. 

II avait i'i.i pr^c^de d'une communication faite a ses concitoyens, i la suite 
de I'ordre donne d'enlever les drapeaux beiges qui pavoisaient la ville depuis 
I'ultimatum comme une affirmation de resistance et d'opifiiatretd dans le 
patriotisme ! Cette proclamation restera comme I'une des plus nobles que la 
guerre ait fait naJtre. Mais sa'fierte n'allait pas sans tact et tout en regardant 
avec cranerie I'oppresseur, le bourgmestre invitait les Bruxellois k accepter le 
sacrifice demand^. 

Voici ce document : 

"Chers Concitoyens, 

" Un avis affiche aujourd'hui nous apprend que le Drapeau beige arbor^ aux 
facades de nos demeUres est considere comme une provocation par les troupes 
allemandes. 

" Le Feld-Mar^chal von der Goltz, dans sa proclamation du 2 Septembre, 
disait pourtant, ' ne demander a personne de renier ses sentiments patriotiques.' 
Nous ne pouvions done pr^voir que I'affirmation de ses sentiments serait tenue 
pour une offense. L'affiche qui nous le r^v^le a ^t^, je le reconnais, r6dig6e 
en termes mesurds et avec le souci de manager nos susceptibilit^s. 

" Elle n'en blessera pas moins d'une maniere profonde I'ardente et fi^re 
population de Bruxelles. 

" Je demande a cette population de donner un nouvel exeraple du sang froid 
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advice ; he maintained due order ; but he did not cringe before the foe. In 
the face of an insolent ukase he would bear himself with a loftiness of soul 
that sent a responsive thrill through the hearts of all who admire the qualities 
of dignity and self-respect. He refused to be cowed by the conqueror, and, 
with due regard to the safety of his citizens, his disregard of what might 
befall himself had about it more than a touch of grandeur. 

The German Governor of Liege, Lieutenant-General von Kolewe, had 
issued a proclamation to the people of the burning city in which he falsely 
attributed a certain statement to the Burgomaster of Brussels, Monsieur 
Adolphe Max. The latter thereupon issued another poster in which the most 
formal denial was given to the statement in question. " The Burgomaster of 
Brussels," the German Governor had had the effrontery to assert, " has informed 
the German Commandant that the French Government has given the Belgian 
Government to understand that it cannot give any offensive assistance what- 
ever, being itself compelled to act on the defensive." 

Monsieur Max's denial , resounded like a blow in the face. It had been 
preceded by a communication circulated among his fellow-citizens when the 
Germans ordered them to take in the flags that had been bedecking the city 
ever since the ultimatum as an affirmation of resistance, a mark of their 
unshakable patriotism. This proclamation will always remain one of the noblest 
things that the war brought forth. But his dignity was not unaccompanied 
by tact, and while his attitude to the oppressor was one of disdain, he exhorted 
the peqple of Brussels to acquiesce in the sacrifice demanded of them. 

The document reads as follows : — 

"Dear Fellow Citizens, 

"A notice that has been posted up to-day tells us that the Belgian 
Flag which we have displayed from our house-fronts is regarded by the 
German troops as a provocation. 

"Nevertheless Field-Marshal von der Goltz, in his proclamation of the 
2nd September, stated that no one was to be asked to repudiate his patriotic 
sentiments. This being the case we could not foresee that the affirmation of 
these sentiments would be looked upon as an offence. 

"The placard which tells us that this is the case has, I will allow, been 
drawn up in measured terms, and with the desire to avoid wounding our 
susceptibilities. The wound which it will inflict on the high-spirited people 
of Brussels will be none the less deep. I ask them, however, to afford yet a 
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et de la grandeur d'ime dont elle a fourni d^ja tant de preuves en ces jours 
douloureux. 

"AcceptoHs provisoirement le sacrifice qui nous est impost, retirons nos 
drapeaux pour eviter des confllts et attendons patiemment I'heure de la 
reparation. 

" Le bourgmestre, 

« ADOLPHE MAX. 
"Bruxelles, le i6 Septembre 1914." 

La r^ponse allemandene.se fit pas attendre et fut .. . . digne de I'op- 
presseur : 

" Le bourgmestre Max ayant fait defaut aux engagements convenus envers 
le Gouvernement allemand, je me suis vu force de le suspendre' de ses fonc- 
tions. Monsieur Max se trouve en detention honorable dans une forteresse." 

Ce papier etait signe : " le Gouverneur Militaire : Baron von Luttwitz." 

M. Adolphe Max est toujours le prisonnier des Allemands mais s'ils ont 
son corps ils he poss^dent pas sa pens^e qui s'envole toujours Hbre vers sa 
chere capitale. Le jour ou I'indomptable bourgmestre la reverra elle lui fera 
un triomphal accueii. 

Presque tous les magistrats communaux de I'agglomeration bruxelloise 
sont restes a leur poste et les hdtels de ville de Bruxelles et des faubourgs 
s'ouvrent pour la population comnie les temples m€me du patriotisme. Bourg- 
mestre et echevins remplissent leur mission si difScile avec courage et sagesse, 
absorb^s par la grande question de I'alimentation. Et par une serie de 
mesures intelligentes ils orit permis a des milliers d'habitants d'^chapper k la 
faimavec I'admirable concours des Etats-Unis et de I'Angleterre, d'une si noble 
philanthropic. 

Esp^rons qu'ils h'auront pas k les"disputer^ des dangers plus terribles et 
que la liberation de la patrie beige les recompensera bientdt de leur d^voue- 
ment. 
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further example of the calmness and loftiness of soul of which in these days of 
sorrow they have displayed so many proofs. 

" In the first place let us resign ourselves to the sacriiice required of us and 
withdraw our flags in order to avoid any conflicts, and let us await with patience 
the hour of reparation. 

"ADOLPHE MAX, 

" Burgomaster. 
"Brussels, i6th Septeniber, 1914." 

The German reply appeared without delay, and it was worthy of the 
oppressors : 

" The Burgomaster Max having failed to observe the undertaking entered 
into by him with the German Government, I am compelled to suspend 
him from the performance of his duties. Monsieur Max is confined in 
honourable detention in a fortress." 

This paper bore the signature of the Baron von Luttwitz, the Military 
Governor. Monsieur Adolphe Max is still a prisoner in, the hands of the 
Germans ; but though his body is in their possession, they have no 
power over the thoughts of the indomitable Burgomaster that are ever ©n 
the wing towards his beloved city. When the day comes for him to behold 
it again, it is a triumphal welcome that will be his. 

Nearly all the magistrates of the various communes in the Brussels 
district remained at their posts, and the Town Halls of Brussels and its 
suburbs were popularly regarded as the very temples of patriotism. 

Difficult though it is, Burgomasters and Sheriffs fulfil their duties with 
courage and good sense, their main preoccupatioij being the distribution of 
foodstuffs ; and, aided by the noble philanthropic efforts of the United 
States and England, their intelligent management of affairs has saved 
thousands from starvation. Let us hope that they will not be called upon 
to cope with dangers yet more terrible, and that the deliverance of Belgium 
will soon come about to reward them for their devotion. 



CHAPITRE XIV 

/ 

LA FLANDRE ORIENTALE 
Le Sac de Termonde 

LES operations militaires amenees par le si^ge d'Anv€rs englobant Ter- 
monde et les communes environnarites de Lebbeke, St, Gilles-lez- 
. Termonde et Appels mirent en contact cette agglomeration de 26,000 
•^ habitants avec les envahisseurs et elle eut a souffrir cruellement 
aussi de leur barbaric. 

L'armee allemande prononga son mouvement en avant le 4 Septembre et 
apr^s avoir refoule quelques avant-postes beiges qui avaient depasse I'Escaut en 
edaireurs, se rua sur cette partie du territoire, sur cette terre flamande qu'elle 
avait souillee d^ji. 

L'un de ses detachements entra a Appels, village situe k I'ouest de Termonde, 
I'ayant prealablement bombarde. Sitdt que les Allemands furent maitres de 
la commune, obeissant a ,leurs instincts ils brfll^rent plusieurs maisons alors 
que les hostilites n'entrainaient nullement pareil acte et qu'aucun coup de fusil 
n'avait i\k tir^ des habitations. lis ne s'en content^rent pas et en pillferent 
d'autres apr^s en avoir chasse les habitants qu'ils enfermerent dans I'eglise. 
D^cidement, tant en Flandre qu'en Wallonie, ils ne variaient gliere leurs pro- 
c^d^s. 

A Appels ils ont egalement menace de mort les civils, heureux de les 
torturer moralement quand ils ne les suppliciaient pas physiquement. Ayant 
trouv6 dans I'une des habitations qu'ils avaient condamnees aux flammes un 
pauvre homme, Casimir Laureys, blessd d'un eclat d'obus, ils pretendirent bien 
a tort que cette blessure demontrait qu'il avait combattu et le laissant sur son 
grabat ils fermerent la porte de sa demeure et le brfllerent avec elle. 

Leur systeme de terrorisation ayant ete applique, ils daignerent reconnaJtre 
que les habitants ne les avaient pas attaqu6s et ils les mirent en libertd, le cur6 



CHAPTER XIV 

EASTERN FLANDERS 

The Sack of Termonde 

THE military operations brought about by the siege of Antwerp, 
involving as it did Termonde and the Communes round about 
Lebbeke, Saint-Gilles-lez-Terhionde, and Appels, brought this 
district with its 26,000 inhabitants into contact with the invading 
army, and cruel were the sufferings which they, too, were called upon to 
endure from its barbarous outrages. 

The German Army sounded the advance on the 4th September, and after 
driving in some Bdgian outposts who had crossed the*Scheldt in the capacity 
of scouts, descended upon this portion of our territory, these Flemish lands 
which had already been befouled by them. 

After a preliminary bombardment a detachment of the German forces 
entered Appels, a village situated to the west of Termonde. As soon as the 
Germans had made themselves masters of the Commune, with instinctive 
cruelty they set fire to several houses, though the military conditions in no 
way required such a measure, and not a single shot had been fired from any 
of the houses. This was not enough, for they pillaged several others after 
expelling the occupants, whom they shut up in the church. The methods 
pursued by them in the Flemish districts differed but little from those they 
had adopted in the Walloon districts. At Appels, too, they threatened the 
civilians with death, delighting to torment their minds when they did not 
torture their bodies. Discovering in one of the houses which they had con- 
demned to the flames a poor fellow named Casimir Laureys, who had been 
wounded by a bursting shell, they made out, quite wrongfully, that his wound 
was proof that he had taken part in the fighting ; so, leaving him on his 
truckle-bed, they shut him up in his house and set fire to it. 

Having put their system of terrorisation into operation, they were good 
enough to admit that the inhabitants had not made an attack upon them. 
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en t^te. Mais ceux-ci n'fgnorant rien des massacres qui avaient, en Ao6t, 
ensan^lante tant de communes beiges, connurent des heures d'angoisse pendant 
qu'ils dtajent prisonniers. Liber^s, ils furent obliges de gagner la campagne, 
afin de permettre aux soldats du Kaiser de poursuivre les traditionnelles 
operations du pillage, et beaucoup s'enfuirent sachant qu'ils ne retrouveraient 
rien de ce qu'ils poss^daient. 

Saint-Gilles-lez-Termonde fut plus maltraitee encore que Appels.' Les 
Allemands y penetr^rent des I'aube et mirent le feu a la plus grande partie 
des maisons poussant devant eux les habitants a coup de crosse. A la fin de 
la journ^e presque toute la, commune flambait. 

Les habitants de Lebbeke pass^rent par les memes moments d'anxiete. 
Eux aussi furent chassis de leurs maisons apresque les envahisseurs en eurent 
bris6 les vitres et enfonce les portes. Eux aussi assistferent au pillage et a 
I'incendie de leurs demeures. Eux aussi furent menaces de mort et bom- 
bardes comme les braves gens d' Appals. Eux aussi servirent de bouclier 
aux troupes allemandes. 

Sans une demarche du bburgmestre aupres du general Grossen qui 
commandaient les Teutons qui salt s'ils n'auraient pas partag6 le sort 
des victimes d'Aerschot ? 

Le bombardement cessa ; il avait alluiA6 plusieurs incendies et tue quelques 
personnes. ^Bombardement inexplicable. La commune n'etait-elle pas aux 
mains de I'ennemi? Ah! si elle avait r^sist^ . . . mais elle laissait cette 
mission a I'armee beige sachant avec quel courage magnifique elle la remplis- 
sait. Tant au point de vue strategique qu'au point de vue de I'offensive a 
venir ce bombardement ne se justifiait pas. 

Seul le desir de terroriser une population paisible TexpHquait. 

D'autres moyens plus terribles encore furent employes pour lui enlever tout 
d^sir de defense et de revolte, d^sir qu'elle n'avait nuUement ne poss^dant pas 
d'armes et ecoutant les conseils sages des autorit&. 

En effet des horreurs abominables ont ete commises aux abords de Lebbeke 
et Saint-Gilles, et elles n'ont rien c^d^ aux atrocit^s d^nonc^es en pays waUon. 
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and set them at liberty, beginning with the eur^. But being fully aware of 
the massacres which, in August, had stained so many communes with the 
blood of the slain, they had passed hours of anguish during the period of 
their captivity. When they had regained their freedom, they were obliged 
to make for the open country in order that the Kaiser's men might be free 
to carry on their traditional work of pillage and rapine ; and many of those 
who took to flight knew full well that they would never "see any of their 
belongings again. 

Saint-Gilles-lez-Termonde suffered even more severely than Appels. The 
Germans arrived there at early dawn. They set fire , to the majority of the 
houses, driving the occupants aloi^ in front of them with blows from the butt- 
end of their rifles. When evening came, nearly the whole of the district was 
in flames. 

The inhabitants of Lebbeke passed through a similar period of anxiety. 
They, too, were hunted from their homes, when the invaders had smashed the 
windows and battered in the doorsi They, too, had to look on while their 
houses were sacked and burned. They, too, were threatened with death, and 
bombarded like the good folk of Appels, They also were used as a shield 
to protect the German troops. 

Unless the Burgomaster had appealed to General Grossen, the German 
Commander, who knows whether they would not have shared the fate of the 
victims of Aerschot .' 

The bombardment ceased. Several fires had broken out j many people 
had been killed. The bombardment was inexplicable. The whole commune 
was in the enemy's hands. Supposing the people had offered resistance^- 
but, no! this^task they left to the Belgian Army, knowing with what mag- 
nificent courage it would be fulfilled. Whether we regard it from the strategic 
point of view or in the light of the offensive to come, this bombardment 
had nothing to justify it. The only possible explanation of it is that it was 
intended to overawe a peaceable population. Other measures, more terrible 
still, were employed to destroy any tendency among the people to self- 
defence or resistance ; though the fact that they had no arms, coupled with 
the prudent exhortations of the authorities, had deprived them of any such 
desire. 

But, as a matter of fact, abominable atrocities were committed on the 
outskirts of Lebbeke and Saint-Gilles, yielding nothing in point of horror to 
the outrages perpetrated in the Walloon districts. 
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Les Allemands pouvaient-ils en quelques jours changer de caractere et 
att^nuer leur haine ? Obeissant toujours au desir de se venger, et usant encore 
des m^mes precedes cruels, ils massacrferent 25 civils, appartenant 4 ces deux 
communes, animes de la meme furie qu'a Andenne. 

Portant des haches leurs pionniers s'en servirent avec la m^me barbaric 
que dans cette petite cite wallonne et les cadavres des victimes ne purent 6tre 
identifies que par les costumes et les objets qu'ils portaient, chaque visage 
tumefie,^crase,'entaille ou fendu etant devenu meconnaisable. 

Qu'avaient done fait ces malheureux pour provoquer la rage des Huns ? 

L'un d'eux ayant refus6 de leur ouvrir la porte de sa cave, aprfes en avoir 
cache la clef, les Allemands ne parvinrent pas a la, faire ceder. Furieux, ils se 
jet^rent sur le propri^taire de la petite ferme et le massacrferent k coups de 
hache en presence de gens du village. 

Aussit6t des cris de reprobation, des cris d'horreur partirent de toutes les 
poitrines. iQui ne les eflt pouss^s en presence d'un pareil acte de sauvagerie ? 
Mais les Allemands s'en indignerent et les considdrant comme la pire des 
provocations, poursuivirent les civils, les traquant comme s'ils chassaient du 
gibier. Apeur^s, les malheureux se rdfugierent dans une ferme isol^e, 
appartenant k Octave Verhulst ; k peine tentaient-ils de s'y cacher que les 
barbares enfongaient la porte et s'en emparaient. 

lis etaient au nombre de douze, tous originaires de Lebbeke. En quelques 
minutes ils Etaient ligot^s, li^s les uns aux autres et entrain^s dans une prairie 
voisine. La on les serra davantage, si bien qu'ils ne formaient plus qu'un bloc 
humain et Ton assista a un spectacle inouV. 

Les Huns se jetferent sur cette masse, brandissant leurs haches ou pointant -^ 
leurs bafonnettes et ils frapp^rent sans se lasser, multipliant les blessures 
atroces d'oii le sang ruisselait. . . . Et lorsque ils s'arret^rent, sur des corps 
a demi-ecroules il n'y avait plus que des cranes fendus dont la cervelle 
s'echappait, des visages balafres et mutil6s. 

Les coups de batonnette avaient 6t6 donnes avec une telle fureur qu'ils 
^louerent en quelque sorte deux corps k la fois, cassant, broyant les os. 
D'autres portaient de terribles entailles aux bras et aux ^paules. Une fosse 
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How could tlie Germans be expected to change their disposition and 
modify their hatred in a few days? Prompted ever by the same thirst 
fdf vengeance, adopting always the same cruel means, they massacred twenty- 
five civilians belonging to these communes with the same fury that they had 
manifested at Andenne. 

Armed with axes, their pioneers used them with the same violence they 
had displayed in that little Walloon city, and the bodies of the victims could 
only be identified by the clothes they wore or the articles they had about 
them, for the features of each — bruised, battered, and smashed — ^were un- 
recognisable. What had these unhappy people done to provoke the fury of 
the Huns ? 

One of them had refused to open the door of his cellar and had hidden 
the key. The Germans tried to batter it in, but without success. Mad with 
rage they hurled themselves upon the owner of this little farm and hacked 
him to death with their axes in the presence of" the villagers. Cries of 
reprobation and horror immediately rose up from all the beholders. Who 
could have restrained them in the presence of such savagery ? But the 
Germans^ were indignant, and, regarding them as an intolerable provocation, 
went off in pursuit, stalking these folk as a sportsman might stalk game. 
The terror-stricken wretches took refuge in a lone farm belonging to one 
Octave Verhulst. Scarcely had they set about hiding themselves when the 
barbarians began battering in the do,or, and proceeded to take possession of 
the place. 

The fugitives were twelve in number, all hailing from Lebbeke. In a few 
minutes they were all pinioned, and, bound one to another, were dragged 
off to a field hard by. There they were roped together still more closely so 
that they formed one solid block of humanity, and this was the horrible sight 
that was presented to the gaze : — 

The Huns rushed on them brandishing their axes or levelling their 
bayonets. Unceasingly they delivered their blows, inflicting countless horrible 
wounds, and the blood ran in torrents. When at length they stayed their 
hands there remained nothing but bodies almost completely broken, and 
shattered heads that had been split open, with the brains dozing out of them, 
faces hacked and mutilated. 

So violent had been the bayonet thrusts that they nailed as it were one 
body to another, breaking and crushing the bones. Others bore terrible 
gashes on their arms and shoulders. A grave was dug, and the twelve dead 

O 
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fut creusee et les douze cadavres, toujours lies, pantela'nts, ne formant plus 
qu'une bouillie humaine, y furent non jet^s, mais roules. 

Void les noms de ces douze martyrs dont la fin .tragiqiie crie vengeance : 
Camille Verhulst, Theophile Keppens, Arthur Bovyn, Arthur Verhulst, 
Pierre van Eyberghe, Camille Lissens, Octave Verhulst, Van den Berghe, 
Edmond Hofman, Gustave Hofman, Veldeman, et Joseph Pieraerti 

Pour I'un d'eux on a toutefois des doutes et plusieurs pr^tendent que ce 
n'est pas Van den Berghe qui compte parmi les supplicies mais un nomm6 
Vercauteren. Apr^s la liberation i\ sera plus aise d'^tablir I'identite de cette 
victime. 

Nous connaissons les noms des martyrs, quels farenj ceux des bourreaux ? 
L'AUemagrie ne les revelera jamais et, qui salt si I'un ou rautre,'epargnes par 
la guerre, ne viendront plus tard, en Belgique, polls, doucereux, insinuants, 
tenter de vendre les produits de leur pays aux enfants des supplicies ? 

A six habitants dq Saint-Gilles un sort aussi terrible 6tait reserve. Arretes ' 
peu apres leurs concitoyens, tous faisant partie en somme de la m^me 
agglomeration, ils furent Conduits de Lebbeke jusqu'a I'entr^e de leur com- 
mune. Ne fallait-il pas, dans I'esprit des bourreaux, lui donner une legon 
d^cisiye et la mater ? Legon atroce d^non9ant une fois de plus la mentalite 
la plus deconcertante. 

Qui ne se souvient des protestations energiques de la pfesse allemande 
lorsqu'elle eut k denoncer les exchs des Boxers en Chine. Or, les soldats de 
I'empereur Guillaume ont d^passe en atrocites les sauvages jaunes. 

Pendant les deux guerres des Balkans memes rfegrets et m^mes plaintes, 
a propos de certains crimes reproches aux bellig^rants. Les journaux de 
Berlin s'attendrissaient ; en Aofit et Septembre 1914, ils ont.applaudi aux 
forfaits de leurs soldats. 

La scene que nous allons tenter d'^voquer fut digne des hommes qui a 
Surice, Tamines, Andenne et Aerschot, par leurs crimes, d'une sauvagerie 
inegalee, deshonor^rent a jamais lAlIemagne. 

lis avaient done lie ces six hommes de fagon a les faire marcher sur un seul 
rang, ce qui facilitait les mauvais traitements, k la grande satisfaction des 
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bodies with their bonds still around them, resembling nothing niore nor less 
than so much human pulp, were not thrown but rolled into it. 

The following are the names of these twelve mai;tyrs whose tragic end 
cries aloud for vengeance : Camille Verhulst, Th^ophile Keppens, Arthur 
Bovyn, Arthur Verhulst, Pierre van Eyberghe, Camille Lissens, Octave 
Verhulst, Van den Berghe, Edmond Hofman, Gustave Hofman, Veldeman, 
and Joseph Pieraert. Concerning one of them, however, a certain doubt 
exists, and it is stated py many that it was not Van den Berghe who was 
among the victims, but one Vercauteren. When the land is free once more 
the matter of identification will be easy. 

We know the names of the martyrs: ~what were the names of their 
murderers ? Germany will never reveal them ; and, who knows, perhaps 
some of them if they escape death in the war will some day come back to 
Belgium smooth-tongued, sleek, and insinuating, endeavouring to sell the 
produce of their country to the children of the men whom they slew. 

For six inhabitants of Saint-pilles an equally terrible lot was in store. 
Arrested shortly after their fellow-citizens, and all belonging to the same 
group of towns, they were brought from Lebbeke as far as the borders of 
their Commune. Was it not necessary, in the minds of their executioners, to 
give the inhabitants a lesson that would strike home and reduce them to 
subjection } And a horrible lesson it was, demonstrating yet once again a 
state of mind utterly baffling and inexplicable. Who has forgotten the 
forcible protests that found vent in the German Press in connexion with the 
Boxer outrages in China.' And yet the soldiers of the Emperor William 
were guilty of atrocities surpassing in horror anything that the Chinese 
committed. Again, during the two Balkan wars, we have the same expressions 
, of regret and reproach in connexion with certain crimes laid at the door of 
the belligerents. The Berlin newspapers became 'quite lachrymose about 
them. But in August and September, 19 14, they applauded the outrages 
wrought by their soldiers. 

The scene which we are about to try to depict was worthy of the men 
who, at Surice, Tamines, Andenne, and Aerschot cast a lasting stigma on 
the German name by the unexampled ferocity of the crimes which they 
committed. 

They had, then, bound these men together in such a manner as to compel 
them to march in a single row. This, to the great satisfaction of the guards 
who formed the escort, made it the easier to maltreat them. On the borders 
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sbires de I'escorte. A I'entree de la commune, le petit cortege s'arr6ta et un 
soldat s'en ddtachajit alia prendre dans une maison voisine une aiguille k 
tricoter. Puis il s-approcha des martyrs entoures de leurs gardes et k chacun 
d'eux, arm^ de cette pointe d'acier, il creva les yeux. 

Les Boxers ont-ils fait davantage ? Apr^s ce prologue donne a la trag^die 
les soldats de Guillaume II, poussant des hurlements, se jet^rent sur les six 
victimes et les achevferent k coups de hache, de bai'onnette, de pic et de sabre. 

Et cela se passait au XX""' si^cle, a I'heure m6me oh le Kaiser remerciait 
le dieu des Allemands, profanant la divinite, des victoires qu'il lui avait 
donnees. II est impossible de lire le recit de pareils crimes sans etre secou6 
par un frisson d'horreur; I'imagination la plus d^sordonnee a-t-elle invents 
rien de plus abominable, rien de plus sauvage ? Sans doute un memorial 
apprendra aux Beiges de demain a se souvenir. II leur dira comment sont 
morts Achille Reye, Alphonse van Damme, Prosper van Dboren, Ernest de 
Kinder, Ernest de Stobbelaer, Frangois "Mertens ; et en m^moire d'une aussi 
grande infortune ils s'armeront pour la venger s'il le fallait mais surtout pour 
eviter de la partager plus tard, en rendant impossible, du moins tres difficile, 
tout conflit sur notre territoire. 

Aux douze supplicids de Lebbeke et aux six de Saint-Gilles il faut en 
ajouter sept autres dont la fin fut aussi miserable. ; Trois, van Wegenberg, 
Louis van ' Damme et Frangois Moens de Lebbeke eurent la t^te" fendue k 
coups de sabre en presence de leurs femmes et de leurs enfants. 

Plus tard de nouveaux details prdciseront les scenes du drame et ajouteront 
encore k I'horreur du recit. 

* * « * * * 

A Termonde meme le bombardemertt pt6c6da. I'entree des troupes alle- 
mandes. Aussit6t qu'il eut cess^ elles pendtr^rent dans la ville et pill^rent 
les magasins, /les caves* etc. Les habitants assist^rent^ de gigantesques 
beuveries' et k d'extraordinaires " mangeailles." Le temps ^tait superbe et 
dans les rues assis en cercle a c6t6 de leurs fusils en faiscefux, gard6s par des 
sentinelles et> des ^claireurs, ils se restauraient avec tout ce qu'ils trouvaient 
dans les magasins rapidement pilHs. 

En quelques heures boulangeries, pitisseries, epiceries furent compl^tement 
videes tandis que leurs propri^taires, ruines, s'enfuyaient en se lamentant. 

Le general von Boehn circulait au milieu des groupes com me pour donner 
son approbation au pillage. Jamais, d'ailleurs, les chefs ne blclm^rent leurs 
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of the Commune the little procession came to a halt. Here a soldier fell out 
and went to a house close at hand to get a knitting needle. Armed with this 
weapon he approached, the victims, who were standing surrounded by their 
guards and put out the eyes of each of them. 

Did the Boxers do more than that .■* After this prologue to the tragedy 
the soldiers of William II, shouting and yelling, rushed on their six victims 
and despatched them with axe and bayonet, pickaxe ^nd sabre. 

And this took place in the Twentieth Century at the very time the Kaiser, 
profaning the Deity, was offering thanks to the God of the Germans for the 
victories He had granted to them. It is impossible to- read the narrative of 
such crimes without a thrill of horror. The wildest imagination never dreamed 
of anything more abominable, more savage. A monument must certainly be 
erected that shall recall these things to future generations of Belgians. It 
shall tell how death befell Achille Reye, Alphonse van Damme, Prosper van 
Dooren, Ernest de Kinder, Ernest de Stobbelaer, Frangois Mertens ; and in 
memory of so great a disaster they will arm theniselves to avenge it if need 
be, but also to escape partaking of a similar . lot by rendering it impossible — : 
or at least very difficult — for any conflict to be waged upon our soil. 

To the twelve martyrs of Lebbeke and the six of Saint-Gilles must be 
added seven others whose end was no less wretched. Three of them — Van 
Wegenburg, Louis van Damme, and Francois Mcens, of Lebbeke — had their 
heads broken open by sword blows, and this before the icyes of their wives 
and children. 

The time will come when fresh details will be added to the scene that will 
add still further to the horror of the tale. 

* * * ■ * * * 

At Termonde, itself a bombardment preceded the entry of the German 
troops. As soon as the shelling had ceased they made their way into the 
town and proceeded to sack the shops, cellars, etc. The townspeople were 
spectators of gigantic drinking bouts, monstrous feasts. The weather was 
superb. Seated in circles in the streets, their rifles stacked beside them 
guarded by sentinels, they regaled themselves with whatever they had found 
in their hasty pillage of the shops. In a few hours bakeries, pastry-cooks, 
groceries were completely ransacked, while their ruined proprietors topk flight, 
bewailing their 'lot. General von Boehn passed in and out among the troops 
as though to signify his approval of the pillage. Indeed, the officers never 
found fault with their men for the outrages committed. On the contrary they 
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soldats des exces commis. Au contraire ils ne cess^rent de les encourager, 
Ne fallait-il pas faciliter la tSche de I'invasion en terrorisant les habitants ? 

Sans les instructions donniSes par des g6n6ta.\jx commandant des corps 
d'armee le sang des civils n'efit pas 6t6 r^pandu i flots. Quelle part de 
responsahilitd le general von Bulow doit-il prendre du massacre d'Andenne ? 
S'il ne I'avait facilite par des ordres ant^rieurs il ne I'feut pas appris aux 
Li^geois_ dans une proclamation constituant I'approbation la plus eloquente 
du crime. Et pourquoi eut-il pris une autre attitude ? Mieux que tout autre 
il connaissait les vues du Grand Etat-Major. Et il en facilita la realisation. 
Dhs lors pourquoi le general von Boehn aurait-il agi autrement que le 
general von Bulow, I'un des piliers de I'empire'-.^ 

Les Allemands ne se contentei-ent pas de saccager la ville de Termonde. 
lis exigferent des 6tages et penetrant k I'hdpital civil ils s'emparferent du docteur 
Van Winckel, president de Ta Croix-Rouge, de l'aum6nier, le- R^v^rend Van 
Poucke et du secretaire de la commission des Hospices, M. C^sar Spellekens. 
Puis ils tenterent de devaliser les coffres-forts des particuliers dans les caves de 
la Banque de la Dendre et n'y parvenant pas,' vu la solidite des installations, 
ils ne voulurent pas s'en aller les mains vides et ils forc^rent un petit coffre-fort 
d'oii ils retirerent une somme de 2100 francs. Pendant que ce vol se com- 
mettait les pionniers mettaient le feu aux grands ateliers de construction.de 
Termonde et k de nombreuses'maisons. Mesures insignifiantes aux yeux 
du commandant en chef; il fallait que la ville disparflt, des necessites 
strat^giques I'exigeant. 

S'imposaient-elles } Nullement. . . . Mais de la resistance d'Anvers ne 
fallait^l pas se venger sur Termonde .' Les habitants regurent done I'ordre 
d'evacuer leurs maisons et, d6s le lendemain a I'aube les incen^iaires se mirent 
k I'ceuvre avec leurs appareils coutumiers, ceux qui avaient fonctionne avec 
tant d'activite a Vise, Dinant, Louvain, Aerschot, etc., etc. Des quartiers 
entiers disparurent dans les flammes et I'eglise du-B^guinage fut egalenlent_ 
victfme du feu. 

L'hdpital lui-meme ne fut pas epargn^. Tandis que Ton evacuait d'urgence 
les malades, les yieillards et les blesses au milieu d'un affolemerit comprehen- 
sible les incendiaires etaient a I'ceuvre. 

Leur abominable t^che fut menee si rapidement qu'un epileptique ne put 
^tre transporte et resta dans le brasier. 

Un rapport de I'autorite militaire beige, date du 19 Septembre 1914, 
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were ferever encouraging them. Was it not necessary to overawe the 
inhabitants in order to facilitate the invaders' task ? , 

Had it not been for the instructions given by the generals in command of 
the several army corps, the blood of the civilian population would never thus 
have flowed in torrents. To what extent was General von Biilow responsible 
for the massacre at Andenne ? If he had not encouraged it by orders given 
beforehand he would never have made it known to the people of Li^ge in, 
terms that betokened the most eloquent approbation of the crime. And why 
should he have taken up a different attitude .' No one was better acquainted 
than he with the views of the Higher Command, and he took steps to carry 
them out And why should General von Boehn have acted diffei-ently from 
General von Biilow, one of the pillars of the Empire ? 

The Germans were not content with sacking Termonde ; they required 
hostages, and forcing their way into the town hospital they seized Dr. van 
Winckel, president of the Red Cross Society ; the Reverend Father van 
Poucke, and Monsieur Cesar Spellekens^ secretary of the Commission des. 
Hospices. They next attempted to break open the safes containing the 
property of private Individuals in the strong rooms of the Banque de la 
Dendre. This they did not succeed in doing, but being anxious not to go away 
empty-handed they forced open a small safe' from which they extracted the 
sum of 2IOO francs. While this robbery was going on the pioneers were 
occupied in setting fire to the big workshops of Termonde and to numerous 
houses ; but in the eyes of the Higher Command these were trivial measures. 
What the strategic situation required was the destruction of the entire town. 
Now was this really the case ? Absolutely not ; but then was it not necessary 
that vengeance for the resistance of Antwerp should be exacted from Ter- 
monde ? The people were therefore commanded to quit their houses, and at 
daybreak next morning the incendiaries began their work with their customary 
apparatus which they had employed to such purpose at Vise, Dinant, Louvain, 
Aerschot, etc., etc. Whole districts disappeared in the flames, and the convent 
church also fell a victim. 

Even the hospital was not spared ! While the sick, the aged, and the 
wounded were being hastily dragged out amid such scenes of wild excitement 
as the circumstances would naturally bring about, the incendiaries went on 
with their work. Their fell task was carried out so rapidly that one epileptic 
could not be removed, and was left behind in the furnace. A report drawn 
up by the Belgian military authorities under date of 19th September, 19 14, 
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fournit des precisions sur ce travail des incendiaires : " Une compagnie ^tait 
chargde de la destruction des maisons: Elle avait des reservoirs qentraux 
oti chaque homme porteur d'une ceinture pneumatique allait s'approvisionner 
d'un liquide incendiaire pour asperger les boiseries ext^rieures ; un autre 
homme muni d'un gant special garni de phosphore passait devant les maisons 
aspergees en frottant son gant sur les boiseries, ce qui mettait le feu aux maisons 
et permettait d'incendier toute une , rue en un quart d'heure. Pour activer 
I'incendie des maisons, des hommes y jetaient des mati^res inflammables 
dent je vous envoie un echantillon." Cette destruction m^thodique et appli- 
qu6e donna sans doute pleine satisfaction au major von Sommerfeld qui 
I'avait commandee ? II n'en fut rien et il formula de nouvelles instructions 
qui autorisaient le pillage et I'incendie d'autres habitations. Si bien que pour 
lui complaire le sac de Termonde ne cessa que le 7 Septembre apr^s avoir 
debute le 4. 

Il trouva'dans le major von Fortsner un pr^cieux auxiliaire. L'une de 
ses sentinelles ayaht et6 tuee par un soldat beige, cet officier d6clara a I'un des 
notables de Termonde que si nos troupiers s'en prenaient encore k ses hommes 
il detruirait toutes les fabriques k I'intdrieur de la ville comme la cite 
elle-m^me. 

Menace odieuse. La guerre est la guerre. Nos soldats ne s'etaient pas 
engages pour jeter des fleurs k ceux qui avaient attaqu6 leur pays sans aucun 
motif. Et des coups de feu tires de I'autre cote de I'Escaut ne devaient avoir 
aucune r^perCussion legitimement, suivant les conventions internationales et 
les lois de la guerre, sur des immeubles voisins. 

Le 10 Septembre, les troupes beiges reoccup^rent la ville, et quand elles 
entr^rentjdans une rue de Saint- Gilles elles virent avec une indignation fr^mis- 
sante un civil attache en croix a la porte d'une maison, la main droite liee k la 
sonnette, tandis que la gauche ^tait attach^e a la poignde de la porte. Le 
malheureux avait regu cinq coups de batonnette dans le ventreJ 

Le 16 Septembre, suivant les fluctuations du siege d'Anvers, Termonde 
fut de nouveau evacue par les Beiges, qui n'y avaient plus qu'une petite 
gamison de 250 hommes, et Us se retir^rent sur la rive gauche de I'Escaut 
avec tous les habitants. Ayant vu les Allemands k I'ceuvre, ils redoutaient de 
partager le sort des martyrs de Saint-Gilles et de Lebbeke. 

lis etaient d'ailleurs lasses de servir de boucliers k leurs ennemis. Non 
seulement le 4 Septembre nombre d'entre eux, k Lebbeke, -avaient 6td 
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contains some details of the work of the incendiaries : " A Company was told 
off to destroy the houses. It was furnished with central reservoirs from which 
the men— each of whom was provided with a pneumatic belt — ^went to obtain 
a supply of some inflammable liquid wherewith to sprinkle the outer woodwork. 
Another man wearing a special sort of glove smeared with phosphorus went 
along in front of the houses that had been thus sprinkled and, rubbing his 
glove on the woodwork, set fire to the houses. By this means it was possible 
to set fire to a whole street in a quarter of an hour. In order to make the 
houses burn more rapidly some of the men threw inflammable material into 
them, a sample of which I am sending you." 

These methodical and systematic measures of destruction no doubt fully 
satisfied Major von Sommerfeld who had commanded them. By no means ; 
he issued fresh instructions for the pillage and burning of yet more houses in 
order that he might have no complaint to make. The sack of Termoride 
which had begun on the 4th September went on until the 7th. Major von 
Fortsner proved himself a valuable auxiliary. One of his guards having been 
killed by a Belgian soldier, he turned to one of the prominent citizens and told 
him that if our troops deprived him of any more of his men he would destroy 
all the factories round about Termonde, in the same .way as the town itself 
had been destroyed. An odious threat ! War is war ; our soldiers did not 
join the Army to toss bouquets to the men who had made an unprovoked 
attack on their country. The shots that had been fired on the other side 
""■of the Scheldt should not, according to international agreements and the 
laws of war, have involved any damage to the neighbouring buildings. 

On the loth September the Belgian troops re-occupied the town and, on 
entering a certain street in Saint-Gilles, they beheld with a thrill of indignation 
a civilian who had been tied — or, rather, crucified — against the^door of one of 
the houses. His right hand was tied to the bell, and his left to the door- 
knocker. The unhappy creature had five bayonet thrusts in the abdomen. 
On the 1 6th September, according to the fluctuations of the siege of 
Antwerp, Termonde was again evacuated by the Belgians, who had only a 
small garrison two hundred and fifty strong. They withdrew to the left 
bank of the Scheldt, taking with them all the inhabitants. They had seen 
the Gerijians at work and they were afraid of sharing the fate of the 
martyrs of Saint-Gilles and Lebbeke. Moreover, they were weary of serving 
as a screen for their enemies. Not only had a number of them been 
compelled on the 4th September to march at the head of the German 
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contraints de marcher en t^te des troupes allemandes, pour leur faire un 
rempart de leurs corps, mais le lo du mdine mois, I'arm^e beige s'etant 
avancee vers Termonde, les Allemands pendant la bataille s'abrit^xent derri^re 
un groupe de civils ofi se trouvaient trois dames et deux jeune fiUes. 

Jamais des Beiges, des Ffangais, des Anglais, des Italiens ou des Russes 
ne commettraient up acte aussi deshonorant lis continuaient d'ailleurs a 
violer systematiquement toutes les lois Internationales et a se mettre, comme 
a plaisir; au ban de I'humanite. 

lis tirei^ent sur le docteur E. Hemeryck, qui ne fut pas toucbe et , tuferent 
son porte-^ac, alors que tous deux montraient le brassard de la Croix-Rouge ; 
ils oblig^rent le docteur van Winckel, president de la Croix-Rouge, qui leur 
avait servi precedement d'6tage, k les accompagner jusqu'au fleuve, quand ils 
riposterent au feu des soldats beiges retranches sur I'autre rive. Heureuse- 
ment les ndtres. sont de bans pointeurs ; le medecin ne fut pas atteint tan- 
dis que le soldat qui se troiivait a sa droite 6tait tu^ et celui de gauche bless6 
gri^vement. 

A peine la ville de Termonde avait-elle 6t6 evacuee par les Beiges qu'elle 
fut soumise a un violent bombardement et les maisons qui avaient ete epargndes 
croulerent; sous les gros obus de Tartillerie allemande. L'un d'e\ix mit le feu 
k I'Hotel de Ville et les flammes devor^rent le dep6t des archives,- la biblio- 
th^que et la galerie de tableaux signes de mattres beiges, dont plusieurscel^bres. 

Les Allemands entr^rent dans la ville et quelques maisons ayant pu 
echapper miraculeusement a leurs bombes ou k leurs pratiques incendraires, 
ils s'empress^rent de les saccager pour ne pas en perdre I'habitude. Et avec 
joie ils decouvrirent encore, plusieurs caves qui avaient echappe a leurs pre- 
mieres recherches ; ils en vid^rent toutes les bouteilles et s'enivr^rent avec 
conviction, une conviction qui ne leur fit jamais d^faut. 

Les officiers d'ailleurs donn^rent I'exeraple et se livr^rent a une veritable 
orgie sur la place du March6-au-Lin oii des tables avaient ^te dressees. Si la 
population ne s'etait trouvee alors dans les Kgnes beiges, quelque massacre eut 
terming cette beuverie bien germanique qui se prolongea. pendant toute la 
nuit. Le lendemain le bombardement recommen9a. . . . Apr^s ces diverses 
epreuves, Termonde n'6tait plus qu'un amas de ruines ! Et les rues principales 
^ventr^es laissaient voir des br^ches ^normes que limitait le decor tragique de 
murs dechiquetes, si bien que I'emplacement de certaines maisons n'etait plus 
indique que par un amas de decombres. 

Le martyre de Termonde avait sans doute pris fin et la ville detruite 
allait pouvoir dormir du sommeil de la mort jusqu'^ la liberation ? 
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troops to serve them as a rampart, but on the loth of the same month the 
Belgian army having advanced towards Termonde, the Germans, while the 
battle was in progress, took refuge behind a group of civilians, among whom 
were three ladies and two young girls. 

Npither Belgians nor French, nor English, nor Italians, nor Russians would 
commit a deed so shameful. But the Germans continued systematically to 
violate every international law, and seemed to take pleasure in placing them- 
selves under the ban of humanity. 

They fired on Dr. E. Hemeryck ; the bullet missed him and killed his 
orderly. Both were wearing the Red Cross brassard. They compelled Dr. 
van Winckel, the President of the Red Cross, whom they had previously 
taken as a hostage, to accompany them to the river, when they proceeded to 
return the fire of the Belgians who were entrenched on the opposite bank. 
Fortunately our men are good shots. The doctor was not hit, though a 
soldier on his right was killed and another on his left seriously wounded. No 
soonei' had Termonde been evacuated by the Belgians than it was subjected 
to a violent bombardment, and the houses, which till then had escaped, crumbled 
to dust beneath the weight of the German artillery." One shell struck the 
H6tel de Ville and set it on fire. The place where the archives were deposited 
was consumed, as well as the library and the picture gallery containing pictures 
signed by Belgian masters, several of them famous. 

The Germans entered the town, and several houses having miraculously 
escaped their bombs and incendiary devices^ they hastened to pillage them in 
order to keep themselves in, practice. To their great joy they discovered 
several more cellars that they had overlooked in their previous search. They 
emptied all the bottles and got resolutely'drunk, their resolution in this respect 
never failing them. Moreover, it was the officers who set the example. They 
indulged in a veritable orgy in the Place du Marche-au-Lin, where tables had 
been laid. If the townspeople had not been at that time behind the Belgian 
lines, a massacre of some soft would undoubtedly have terminated this typically 
Teutonic carousal which lasted all through the night. Next day the bombard- 
ment began again. After these successive onslaughts Termonde was now but 
a heap of ruins, and in the principal streets, gutted by fire, the eye descried 
through enormous breaches vistas limited only by the tragic background of 
crumbling walls, and in many there was no other indication of where a house 
had once stood, but a heap of ruins. The martyrdom of Termonde had now, 
one might suppose, come to an end, and the ruined town was henceforth to sleep ^ 
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II n'en fut rien, 

Les operations militaires devant Termonde ayant demand^ aux Allemands 
un effort auquel ils s'attendaient peu, Jls lui en gard^rent une vive rancune, 
rancune toute germanique. 

Au lendemain de la prise d'Anvers le r61e de cette vaillante cit6 avait 
cess6 et la rive gauche de I'Escaut, redevenue silencieuse, ne gardait plus que . 
le souvenir de la resistance acharnde de nos braves petits soldats. 

Aucun pretexte strat^gique ou autre ne justifia done les mesures prises 
par les Allemands. Elles leur furent dictees uniquement par leur Strange 
mentalite, et elles constituerent des actes de mechancet^, rien de plus. En 
les commettant I'armee allemande s'est deshonoree une fois de plus. 

Apr^s le second bombardement quelques habitants n'avaient pas hesite, 
vers le 25 Septembre, k rentrer dans la ville etils vivaient la d'une vie quelqye 
peu vegetative dans les rares, tr^s rares maisoris restdes debout, dchappant 
comme par miracle aux bbus et aux boulets de I'ennemi. 

Attitude audacieuse, defi port^ k I'ennemi ! 

Les Huns ayant declare que Termonde devait disparattre, n'etait-il pas 
criminel de lui rendre une apparence trompeuse d'existence vague .' lis 
chassferent done avec un empressement presque fi^vreux les derniers habitants 
que leur foyer avait hypnotises et ils s'empress^rent, apres les avoir pill^es, de 
mettre le feu aux maisons restantes. Et pour la troisi^me fois les flainmes 
mirent au front de la petite cite flamande une aureole de pourpre et d'or ; le 
palais de justice et 1' arsenal qui jusque 1^ avaient et^ ^pargnes, on ne sait pour 
quel motif, partagerent le sort general. 

Quel acharnement dans le mal ! acharnement qui s'est affirme trop souvent 
au cours de la guerre^ caract^risant les methodes allemandes. Aucune necessite 
militaire n'exigeait le bombardenjent de Reims, Nancy, Durikerque, Fumes, 
Ypres, etc. Ilderivait de ce principe : I'ennemi qui resiste avec trop d'acharne- 
ment et prend par ce fait trop de vies doit ^tre cMti6 suivant tous les moyens 
en possession de I'armee allemande, que les civils en patissent ou non. 
, Termonde a succombe bombard^e deux fois, incendiee trois, de par la 
volonte bien arr^t^e de I'ennemi d'en finir avec cette vaillante gardienne de 
I'Escaut, enrendant meme. problematique sa resurrection. C'est pourquoi il 
a vide ses usines et ses fabriques de tout ce qu'elles contenaient, machines et 
mati^res premieres. 

L'ennemi lui a-t-il ferme I'avenir ? En realit^ par son desir de I'aneantir 
11 a grandi et exalte son nom. 
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the sleep of the dead until the hour of deliverance should arrive. But siwrh 
was not the case : the military operations before Termonde having cost the 
Germans an effort they little expected, they harboured malice against it, malice 
of a very German character. When Antwerp fell, that brave city had played 
its part, and on the left bank of the Scheldt there lingered but the memory of 
the fierce resistance offered by our brave fellows. 

There was no strategical or other excuse to justify these measures taken 
by the Germans. They originated solely in a peculiar state of mind of the 
German nation, and they were merely manifestations of spitefulness. In per- 
petrating them the Germans but added one more to their list of shameful deeds. 
About the 25th September, after the second bombardment, some of the 
townspeople had made bold to return to the town, where they maintained a 
very primitive existence in the few houses which remained standing, and 
which had escaped as by a miracle the shot and shell of the foe. But this was 
regarded as a challenge, a piece of effrontery, the Huns having declared that 
Termonde should disappear. Was it not a crime, they said, to make it 
appear as though it still maintained a deceptive and shadowy existence ? 
They therefore hunted with an energy almost approaching ferocity those few 
inhabitants who had been lured back by the spell of home, and they hastened 
— after sacking them^-to set fire to all the houses that remained, and for the 
third time an aureole of purple and gold was hung on the brow of this Flemish 
city. The Palais de Justice and the Arsenal, which till then had for some 
unknown reason been spared, shared the general fate. 

What ferocious energy and wrong-doing ! — a ferocious energy that has too 
often characterised the German methods in the course of this war. No military 
necessity required that Rheims should be bombarded, or Nancy, or Dunkirk, or 
Fumes, or Ypres. In every case it resulted from this principle : any enemy that 
resists too valiantly and thereby costs too many German lives has to be chas- 
tised by every possible means ; it matters not whether the civilians suffer or no. 
Termonde succumbed, having been twice bombarded and thrice set on fire. 
It was the enemy's fixed determination to have done with this valiant guardian^ 
of the Scheldt, to have done with it in such a manner as to render it doubtful 
whether it could ever rise again. This is why its factories and workshops 
were emptied of all they contained in the shape, of machinery and raw material. 
But has the enemy sealed its future? In reality. By their very desire to 
destroy it, they have but increased its renown in their implied recognition of 
all the services rendered by it to Belgium. 



CHAPITRE XV 

PROVINCE D'ANVERS 
M alines et Anvers 

Eapitre consacre aux massacres d'Aerschot a d^nonc^ non seulement 
les crimes commis par les Teutons dans cette ville mais encore dans 
les communes environnantes. Plusieurs de celles-ci font partie de 
la province d' An vers et ce furent peut-dtre les plus maltraitees. 

La oil les Allemands n'incendiaient pas sur cette partie du territbire, ils 
pillaient et quand ils ne s'attaqnaient pas aux villages et hameaux ils 
saccageaient les villas et les chiteaoix, vivant de rapines et expediant en 
AUemagne le produit de leurs vols,-apr6s avoir d^truit ce qu'ils ne parvenaient 
pas a emporter. 

Nous ne pouvons citer, avec details, tous ces actes de pillage ; rien ne serait 
plus monotone, tous se ressemblant, tous obeissant a. la m^me hairte, tous 
portant I'empreinte de la meme bart^arie. 

Ne parlons que de I'un d'eux, la prise de possession a la fagbn allemande 
du chateau de HoUaeken, k Rymenam, non loin de Malines. Le recit d'apr^s 
un temoin tr^s veridique en a ete fait par V Ind^pendance Beige, le grand 
journal international qui paralt a Londres, en exil, sous la direction active et 
avertie de M. Alfred Lemonnier, dont I'inlassable philanthropie a toujours 
6gale I'ardent patriotisme. 

" Si nous p^netrons," 6crit le visiteur, " dans I'atelier de peinture, servant 
egalement de biblioth^que, nous y trouvons le desordre le plus complet Les 
pillards ont ouvert les meubles, bris^ les tiroirs, enleve ce qu'ils contenaient de 
pr^cieux et jete le reste sur le parquet en un amoncellement inouf de choses 
Wt^roclites. Caisses, chapeaux toases, Hvres d^chires, papiers laceres, ^toffes 
en lambeaux y constituent le chaos le plus inextricable. 

" Le propri^taire possedait des collections de cartes des families royales 
^valu^es a une somme respectable. Toutes ont etd enlevdes de I'album qui les 



CHAPTER XV 

THE PROVINCE OF ANTWERP 
Malines and Antwerp 

IN the chapter devoted to the Aerschot massacres^ mention has been 
made, not merely of the crimes committed by the. Teuton hordes in 
the town itself, but also in the surrounding districts. ._ Many of the 
latter belong to the province of Antwerp, which perhaps suffere'd mos^ 
severely of all. There, when the Germans forebore to burn, they pillaged ; 
and when they did not direct their attacks against villages and hamlets they 
sacked country houses and chateaux, living on the spoils of their rapine and 
sending away into Germany the proceeds of their robberies, destroying every- 
thing which they could not carry off. It would be impossible for us to mention 
in detail all these acts of pillage ; nothing would be more monotonous, for they 
all resembled one another, all alike resulting from the same hatred, all alike 
bearing the marks of the same barbarity. We will only speak of one instance, . 
namely, the truly German manner in which they took possession of the 
Chateau de HoUaeken at Rymenam, not far from Malines. T)ie story as 
told by a very trustworthy witness has been published in the IndJpendance 
Belge^\he great international newspaper which, in these days of exile, is being 
published in London under the energetic and skilful editorship of Monsieur 
Alfred Lemonnier, whose unremitting philanthropy has always equalled his 
ardent patriotism. " If," writes the visitor, " we make our way into the studio, 
which also serves the purposes of a library, we shall find there that everything 
is in the most complete disorder. The pillagers have broken up furniture, 
smashed open drawers, carried off whatever valuables they contained, and 
flung the rest in a miscellaneous heap on the floor ; boxes, hats battered in 
and rent asunder, papers torn, and cloth in strips and tatters compose the most 
inextricable chaos. The proprietor was the owner of collections of cards of 
Royal Houses which had been, valued at a considerable sum ; they had all 
been removed frojn the album which contained them, as had also the rarest 
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contenait ainsi que les tinlbres les plus rares d'une collection de prix. Les 
Huns se sont empards des tubes de couleurs et dans leur rage de tout souiller 
les ont ecras^s sur les objets qu'ils avaient jetes a terre. 

"Dans la cuisine ils se sont empresses d'enlever tous les ustensiles en 
cuivre et de les envoyer en Allemagne, oil ils sont transform^^ en projectiles. 
Les caves contenaient 7000 bouteilles de vin, elles ont suivi le mdme chemin, 
ainsi que de nombreuses provisions. Le proprietaire n'a plus trouv^ quand il 
a visits son chdteau devast^ que des bouteilles brisees. Tout a et^ lac^rd ou 
bris^ dans la chambre ja coucher dans une veritable furie de destruction. 
Tandis que Ton avait enfonce le panneau des portes, a I'int^rieur Ton s'dtait 
acharne sur les objets les plus divers. C'est ainsi que le linge de dame avait 
it6 coupe avec des ciseaux. 

" En 1870, en France, les All|emands se contentaient d'enlever les pendules ; 
aujourd'hui ils emportent tout. Pantalons, habits, bottines, gants en fourrure, 
mouchoirs, bas ont ete derobes^ La glace est bris6e, les lits eventrds et le poids 
en cuivre de la vieille pendule accroch^e au mur remplac6 par une buche de 
bois, Des gravures anciennes d^coraient les murs, elles ont ete egalement 
voltes, mais les cadres sont restes accroches aux murailles. Dans la salle a 
manger, m^me devastation inoufe. Jamais cambrioleurs n'ont commis auta'nt 
de d^gdts ; c'est odieux et bSte k la fois. Et cependa,nt ces malfaiteurs ont 
visd a I'esprit, mais quel esprit ! lis ont coiffe un buste d'un chapeau de 
femme, I'ont entoure d'un vieux rideau et depos6 sur son epaule la brosse du 
lavatory ! Plus loin sur un vase ils ont plant6 un chapeau de paille. Des 
tiroirs ouverts pendent des objets lac^res, tandis que sur le sol c'est le desordre 
voulu, image m$me de la guerre. 

" Ici I'une des portes du bureau-ministre pend compl^tement enfoncee ; plus 
loin le volet d'une armoire a ete arrache. Et comme la serrure d'un autre 
meuble avait resiste k toutes leurs tentatives d'effraction ils avaient enfonce le 
dessus et le dessous de la porte afin de pouvoir derober les objets qu'il contenait. 

" Aucune pi^ce n'6chappa au sac. 

" C'est ainsi que dans le laboratoire de photographie 3600 plaques ont ^te 
eparpilldes sur le plancher, tandis que deux appareils etaient derobes. 

" L'humble 6glise de Rymenam n'a pas echappei leur fureur ; ils en ont fait 
sauter la tour au moyen d'une charge de dynamite, sous pr^texte qu'elle 
pouvait servir de poste d'observation aux Beiges. 

" Et elle est toujours vacillante, pantelante, tandis qu'au-dessus de I'immense 
br^che faite dans le clocher I'horloge se maintient par un miracle d'^quilibre. 

" A Rymenam dix fermes aussi ont ete incendides mais beaucoup d'autfes 
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specimens of a costly collection of stamps. The Huns possessed themselves 
of the tubes of paint and, in their frenzied desire to soil everything, stamped 
on them and crushed them. 

"In the kitchen they seized all the copper utensils and sent them into 
Germany, where they were converted into shells. The cellars contained seven 
thousand bottles of wine ; these, too, took the same route, as well as various 
foodstuffs. When the owner came back to his ruined chiteau he found nothing 
but broken bottles. Everything in the bedrooms had been torn or smashed in 
a veritable frenzy of destruction. The panels of the doors had been broken 
in, while in the interior of thd rooms every sort of article had been made 
the object of their fury. Thus, ladies' underclothing had been wantonly cut 
with scissors. 

"In France in 1870 the Germans had merely carried off clocks, but now 
they take ever3^hing ; trousers, coats, fur-lined gloves, boots, handkerchiefs, 
stockings, were all stolen ; mirrors were smashed, beds were slit open, and the 
copper weight of the antique clock that stood against the wall was replaced 
with a log of wood. Ancient prints hung up on the walls, but these, too, were 
stolen, though the frames were allowed to remain where they were. In the 
dining room there was the same unparalleled devastation. Never did any 
burglar commit such damage : it is at once odious and stupid. However, 
these malefactors made an attempt at wit, but what wit! . They stuck a 
woman's hat on a bust, draped an old curtain round it, and on its shoulder 
placed the lavatory brush. A little way off they stuck a straw hat on a 
vase. Shreds of articles were hanging from open drawers, while on the ground, 
there was organized disorder — the very type and symbol of war. Here one 
of the doors of the bureau was hanging completely smiished, a little further on^ 
one had been torn off, and as the lock of another piece of furniture had defied 
all their efforts to break it open, they had broken in the door above and below 
it in order to seize the articles it contained. Nothing escaped the pillagers.. 
Thus, in the photographic studio three thousand and six hundred plates were 
lying in fragments on the floor, while two cameras had been stolen. The 
modest church of Rymenam did not escape their fury ; they blew up the tower 
with a charge of dynamite, the excuse being that It might be used as an 
observation post by the Belgians. It is still totterifig and swaying, whilst 
just above the immense breach made in the tower the clock still stands 
miraculously balanced. ' 

" At Rymenam two farms were also burned out, but many of the 
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communes environnantes ont 6ti plus maltrait^es encore. Entre Bruxelles et 
Anvers que d'effroyables ravages ! Jamais dans I'histoire le vandalisme de 
I'ehvahisseur ne s'est exercd avec pareille sauvagerle. Et les AUemands ont 
decid^ment ^gale les Huns s'ils ne les ont depasses." 

Dans les environs de Malines les actes de cruautd n'ont jamais fait defaut k 
c6te des vols et des rapines de I'ennemi, dont le r^cit precedent a donne une 
idee nullement exagdr^e. Et les Teutons tuaient en se jouant. 

Dans la nuit de 25 au 26 AoOt pr^s de cette ville, le comte de Hemptinne, 
volontaire dans les rangs de notre arm^e, n'a-t-ilpas ramass^ le corps d'un 
adolescent de quatorze ans qui portait de no'mbreuses blessures ? Des 
cavaliers allemands I'ayant rencontr^ I'avaient cribl6 de coups de sabre. Quel 
crime avait done commis ce pauvre enfant ? Aucun. . . . Nul ne pouvait 
le prendre pour un franc-tireur. En passant ils I'avaient frappe trouvant le 
jeu divertissant. 

Que Ton ne s'en ^tonne point! Le dimanche 30 Aofit on voyait une 
patrouille de hussards en guise de distraction dominicale s'amuser a tirer 
chauss^e de Bruxelles k Malines sur une femme de soixante-quatorze ans 
Catherine van Kerkhove. Ces cavaliers etaient heureux de I'avoit transformde 
en cible vivante. Un coup de feu lui emporta la main droite ; un autre lui 
dechira la joue. lis ne parvinrent pas cependant ci la tuer et s'^loign^rent en 
commettant sans doute d'autres crimes pour sanctifier le dimanche k la manifere 
des sauvages. 

Sur la route de Louvain a Malines k peu pr^s a la m^e date des 
Allemands passent ; ils entourent un jeune prisonnier qu'ils raalm^nent. 

Le malheureux ne parvient plus k marcher aussi vite qu'rls I'exigent L'on 
arrive pres du canal ; d^sesp^rd, affole sous les coups il bouscule ses gardiens 
et se jette dans I'eau. Aussit6t les soldats visent dans sa direction et d^s que 
satete Emerge, ils tirent en poussant des exclamations joyeuses et lui logent 
dans le crane plusieufs balles. 

Le pauvre avait eu le tort d'etre trop las. 

Le cardinal Mercier, archev^que de Malines, cette haute figure de patriote, 
qui n'a cess6 de consoler les victimes de I'Allemagne, de rendre I'espoir k ceux 
qui le perdaient et de traduire les sentiments des Beiges en face du vainqueur 
avec autant de fermete que de fiert^ disait doquemment dans sa lettre 
pastorale de la Noel 1914 : 

" Moins que personne, peut-6tre, j'ignore ce qu'a souffert notre pauvre pays. 
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neighbouring communes suffered still worse treatment. Between Brussels. and 
Antwerp how terrible were the ravages. Never in the world's history did the 
invader behave with such savage ferocity. The Germans most certainly 
equalled the Huns, if they did not even surpass them." 

In the neighbourhood of Malines robbery and rapine were invariably 
accompanied by acts of cruelty on the part of the foe, and the story we have 
just narrated gives an idea of them in no wise exaggerated. The Germans 
took lives in mere sport. During the night of the 25th and 26th August, near 
this town, the Comte de Hemptinne, who was serving as a volunteer in our 
army, picked up the dead body of a boy of fourteen who had been wounded in 
several places. Some German cavalry had fallen in with him and had muti- 
lated him with sword thrusts. What crime had the poor child' committed ? 
None at all. No one could have taken him for a.francrtireitr. They had met 
him on their way, and had struck him, finding it a pleasant pastime. Let 
no one be astonished at that, for on Sunday, the 30th of Augiist, a patrol 
of Hussars, by way^ of enjoying some relaxation on the Sabbath, had amused 
themselves in the Chauss^e-de-Bruxelles at Malines by firing on a woman 
74 years old, Catherine van Kerkhove by name. They were overjoyed at 
having made of her a living target. One shot carried away her right hand, 
another tore open her cheek. However, they did not succeed in killing 
her, and rode on, doubtless to commit other crimes to sanctify the Sabbath 
after their Barbarian manner. 

On the road from Louvain to Malines, abo^t the same date, some Germans 
passing by surrounded a youthful prisoner whom they fell to maltreating. 
The unhappy man could not walk quickly enough for them. At length they 
got near to the canal. In a fit o^ desperation and maddened by the blows 
he had received, he thrust aside his guards and flung himself into the water. 
They all watched for him and as soon as his head appeared they fired at him, 
shouting with glee, and put several bullets into his skull. The poor fellow's 
crime was to have been over-weary. 

Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of Malines— that lofty, patriotic figure, who 
has not ceased to console the victims of Germany, to restore hope to those 
who are in danger of losing it, and to express the sentiments of the Belgian 
people before the conqueror with equal firmness and dignity, said, in his 
eloquent pastoral letter of Christmas, 19 14, "I am perhaps better acquainted 
than anybody with the sufferings of our hapless country, and no Belgian will, 
I trust, doubt of the deep impression that all its sufferings have made on my 
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Et aucun Beige ne doutera, j'esp^re, du retentissement en mon dme de 
citoypn et d'ev^que^ de toutes ces douleurs. ' Ces quatre derniers mojs me 
semblent avoir dure un si^cle. 

" Par milliers, nos braves ont ^te fauches; les spouses, les m^res pleurent les 
absents qu'elles ne reverront plus ; les foyers se vident ; la misfere s'^tend, 
I'angoisse est poignante. A Malines, 4 Anvers, j'ai connu la population de 
deux grandes citds Hvr^es, I'une durant six heures, I'autre durant trente-quatre 
heures d'un bombardement continu aux affres de la mort. J'ai parcouru la 
plupart ^des regions les plus d6vastees du diocese : Duffel, Lierre, Berlaer, Saint- 
Rombaut, Konings-Hoyckt, Mortsel, Waelhem, Muysen, Wavre-Sainte- 
Catherine, Wavre-Notre-Dame, Sempst, Weerde, Eppeghem, Hofstade, . 
Elewyt, Rymenam, Boortmeerbeck, Wespelaer, Haecht, Werchter-Wackerzeel, 
' Rotselaer, Tremeldo, Louvain et les agglomerations suburbaines, Blauwput, 
Kessel-Loo, Boven-Loo', Linden, Herent, Thildonck, Bueken, Relst, Aerschot, 
Wesemael, Hersselt, Diest, Schaffen, Molenstede, Rillaer, Gelrode et ce que 
j'y ai vu de ruines etde cendres depasse tout ce que, malgre mes apprehensions 
pdurtant tr^s vives, j'avais pu imaginer." 

* * He * :|c III 

Des milliers de citoyens beiges ont ete deport^s dans les prisons d'Alle- 
magne, a Munsterlagen, 4 Celle, k Magdebourg. Munsterlagen seul a compte 
3100 prisonniers civils. L'histoire dira les tortures physiques et morales de 
leur long calvaire. Des centaines d'innocents furent fusilles. 

* « * Hi H: * 

L4 meme oil les vies sont sauves et les Edifices mat^riels intacts, que de 
souffrances cachees ! Les families, hier encore dans I'aisance sont dans la 
g6ne ; le commerce est arr^te ; I'activite des metiers est suspendue ; I'industrie 
ch6me ; des milliers et des milliers d'ouvriers sont sans travail ; les ouvri^res, 
les filles de magasin, d'humbles servantes sont privies de leur gagne-pain ; 
et ces pauvres dmes se retournent, fievreuses, sur leur lit de douleur et nous 
demandent : " k quand la fin ? " 

Nous ne pouvons que repondre : " C'est le secret de Dieu." 
Vingt mois ont pass6 depuis et la lutte se poursuivant formidable la 
terrible ^preuve gagne en intensite. Oui, quand prendra-t-elle fin? Au 
cours de cette periode, que I'eclatante victoire des allies terminera, si le 
cardinal Mercier n'a pas partage le sort de M. Max c'est uniquement parce que 
I'empereur et son chancelier n'entendaient pas se brouiller avec la Papaut^. 
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mind both as a citizen and as a Bishop. The four latter months seem to me 
as though they had lasted a whole century. Our brave soldiers have been 
mown down by the thousand ; wives and mothers mourn for the absent ones 
whom they will see no more; firesides are desolate; want grows more and 
more widespread ; hearts are pierced with anguish. At, Malines and at 
Antwerp I have seen the people of two great cities delivered over, in the one 
case for six hours, and in the other for thirty-four, during a sustained bombard- 
ment, to all the terrors of death. I have visited the greater number of the 
more grievously devastated districts of the diocese : Duffel, Lierre, Berlaer, 
Saint-Rombaut, Konings-Hoyckt, Mortsel, Waelhem, Muysen, Wavre-Sainte- 
Catherine, Wavre-Notre-Dame, Sempst, Weerde, Eppeghem, Hofstade, 
Elewyt, Rymenam, Bobrtmeerbeck, Wespelaer, Haecht, Werchter-Wackerzeel, 
Rotselaer, Tremeloo, Louvain and the suburban districts, Blauwput, Kessel- 
Loo, Boven-Loo, Linden, Herent, Thildonck, Bueken, Relst, Aerschot, Wese- 
mael, Hersselt, Diest, Schafifen, Molenstede, Rillaer, Gelrode ; and all the 
ruins and asheS that I have seen there exceeded anything which, in spite of 
my liveliest fears, I had ever been able to imagine." 

* * * * * * 
Thousands of j^elgian citizens were sent away into captivity to Germany— 

to Munsterlagen, Celle, and Magdeburg. In Munsterlagen alone there were 
31CX) civilian prisoners. History will relate all the physical and moral tortures 
of their long martyrdom. Hundreds of innocent folk were done to death. 

* * * * « « 
Even where lives were not in danger, where buildings were left intact, 

what a depth of hidden suffering there must have been: families hitherto 
living at their ease^ now plunged into want ; commerce at a standstill ; 
trade suspended ! works lying idle ; thousands and thousands of workpeople 
without employment ; milliners, shop assistants, and poor servant girls 
obliged to go without their wagQS ; in a fever of anguish they tossed on 
their bed of sorrow, saying, ''When will it be overf" We could only reply, 
" That is God's secret ! " 

A year and eight months have since gone by. The awful struggle 
is' still going on ; the suffering is greater than ever. Ay ! when will it all 
be over ? If during all this period of suffering— to which the triumph of 
the Allies will set a term — ^Cardinal Mercier did not share the fate of 
Monsieur Max, it is merely because the Emperor and his Chancellor were 
anxious to avoid a breach with the Pope. Over and over again did the 
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La presse allemande k maintes reprises a r^clam6 rintemement de ce vaillant 
Prince de I'Eglise ;, elle Taurait obtenu s'il ne fallait mi^nager le Vatican dans 
I'ignorance de rayenir. 

Le cardinal Mercier parle avec douleur dans sa lettre pastorale du bom- 
bardemerit de Malines et d'Anvers. Les estampes de M. Berdeft ^talant les 
plaies vives de ces deux cit^s, le lecteur se rendra compte de tout ce qu'elles 
oht souffert. Et en regardant les dessins qui concernent Duffel et Lierre, il 
constatera que ces communes ont regti des blessures mortelles. Rien que des 
cendres et des ruines ! 

Mais n©us ne pouvons meler le si^ge d'Anvers k la serie des atrocit^s 
allemandes. Ici nous nous trouvons en presence de faits de guerre et I'horreur 
qu'ils apportent se m^le a I'horreur de la guerre elle-meme. Ce sont les 
futurs historiographes du siege d'Anvers, qui diront ce qu'il a coiitd a la 
population civile, tout en contant les prouesses de nos soldats. ' Si ceux-ci ont 
et6 vaincus ce fut par les gros canons autrichiens qui reduisaient en poudre 
les coupoles les plus ^piisses. . . . 

Durant ces operations militaires les Allemands ont toutefois atterite aux 
clauses de la convention nationale de La Haye leur interdisant de bombarder 
la cath^drale St. Rombaut de Malines et I'hdpital de Lierre, Jusqu'ici les 
nations, civilis^es avaient compris leur devoir et jamais au cours des guerres 
du XIX* si^cle elles n'avaient manque au respect des splerideurs architecturales 
dues au passe et les monuments histbriques ^talent mis a I'abri de la destruc- 
tion. II a fallu I'AUemagne pour rompre avec la tradition et ddehirer la 
signature qu'elle avait donn^e. L'aneantissement des Halles d'Ypres et de la 
cathedrale de Reims a ^te la reponse de la Kultur allemande k ce credo de 
I'Humanite. ... ' " 

Des operations militaires auraient dfi ^pargner la cathedrale St. Rombaut ; 
les iconoclastes veillaient et ont trouv^ bon de lui faire connaitre la puissance 
des obus allemands. . 

A Lierre, oti le 29 Septembre 1914, avait commence le bombardement, la 
premiere bombe est tombee i 150 m^res de I'h^pital. La seconde a delate 
k dix metres de cet etablissement charitable. Le troisieme penetrarit par le 
toit a tue quatre malades, une quatrifeme a fait deux victimes, un blesse beige 
et une vieille -femme. Le drapeau de la Croix- Rouge arbore d'une fagon trhs 
visible aurait dfi proteger I'Hdpital. Comme on vient de le voir il n'en a rien 
et^. Et ie bombardement s'est poursuivi, syst^matique, datis la pensee que 
ce p^ril, la mort tragique de blesses et de malades, ferait flechir la resistance. 
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German Press -demand the internment of this intrepid Prince of the Church. 
Th«y would have had their way had not uncertainty regarding the future 
imposed a policy of moderation towards the Vatican. 

Cardinal Mercier speaks in his pastoral letter— speaks sorrowfully— of 
the bombardment of Malines and Antwerp. The pictures of Monsieur 
Berden display the open wounds of those two cities. The reader will 
behold for himself all the sufferings they have endured when he looks at 
the drawings of Duffel and Lierre ; he will see that these Communes have 
' been stricken to death. Nothing is left of them but ashes and ruins. 

But we cannot include the siege of Antwerp in the list of German 
atrocities. Here we are confronted with acts of war, the horror of which 
is inseparable from the liorror of war itself. Those whose task it shall 
be to tell the story of that siege and t>i the prowess of our soldiers will 
also describe the sufferings of the civilian population. If our men were 
overcome it was because of the great Austrian siege guns which reduced the 
strongest cupolas to atoms. 

In the course of these military operations the Germans violated the 
Hague Convention by bombarding the Cathedral of St. Rombaut at Malines 
and the Hospital- at Lierre. Until tlien the civilised nations had observed 
their duty, and in all the wars of the nineteenth century had never failed to 
respect the architectural splendours of the past, and buildings of historic 
interest had always been saved from destruction; It needed a Germany to 
break with these traditions, and to violate the pledges to which she had set 
her hand. The destruction of the Cloth Hall at Ypres and of Rheims 
Cathedral constituted the answer of German Kultur to that credo of 
Humanity. The Cathedral Church of St. Rombaut should have been spared 
by the military"", but the iconoclasts were abroad, and desired to give tangible- 
proof of the power of the German shells. 

The bombardment of Lierre began on the 29th September, 1914, and; 
the first shell fell one hundred and fifty yards away from the hospital. The- 
second burst at a distance of ten yards, while the third went through the- 
roof and killed four patients." The fourth claimed two victims — a. wounded 
Belgian and an old woman. The Red ilJross Flag, which was hoisted in a 
very conspicuous position, should have guaranteed the safety of the hospital. 
But, as we have seen, this was not the case. It was bombarded of set 
purpose, because it was thought that this peril — the tragic death of the sick 
and wounded — would break down their adversaries' resistance. 
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L'une des gravures de M. Berden montre k Anvers les ruines de I'imraeuble 
de la M^tropole. Habilement repaire le tir de rartilleri'e allemande a ^t^ 
dirig^ centre lui avec beaucoup d'adresse pour venger les Teutons, financiers, 
commergants, £t autres, de la vigoureuse campagne men6e par I'orgame 
anversois contre ces anciens maitres de la grande cxti, leur influence, leurs 
produits, leur audace croissante avant la guerre. 

Ce ne fut pas li l'une des consequehces du si^ge, I'un des effets du bom- 
bardement, mais uniquement une r^ponse brutale. Venant de ceux qui ont 
la haine de la liberty de la presse et qui s'entendent h. ^touifer la pens^e^ elle 
ne saurait ^tonner. 

En dehors du drame de Termonde les deux Flandres ont-elles connu les 
morsures de la " F6rocite i^llemande " ? Elles ont ^chappd aux tueries en 
masse, aux grands massacres, aux hdcatombes, et aux sacs de cit^s entieres. 
Mais si les villes de ces deux provinces n'ont pas partage le sort de Louvain, 
de Dinant, dAndenne, de Tamines, etc., nombre de petites communes ont 
assiste a beaucoup de violences; de s^vices, d'attentats particuliers, de mdchan- 
cetes individuelles. La liste en est longue et la marche en avant de I'arm^e 
allemande a dte accorapagn^e d'exactions de tout genre. 

Les victimes, non plus, n'ont pas fait defaut, mais le supplice inflige i la 
population n'a plus ce caract^re atroce comme il le fut pendant les acc^s 
iterribles de la furie germanique,- et il. ne prit plus le caract^re de represailles 
•collectives aussi injustifi^es que cruelles. Cependant exception doit ^tre .faite 
j)our les tueries de civils a Alost, k Essen, k Quatrecht, k Melle, a Renaix, 
.a Roulers, k Sladen, etc. 

Au lendemain de la delivrance les deux Flandres parleront et I'oh recon- 
naitra qu'elles ont eu %alement leur large part de souifrances. La lutte des 
armees s'est charg^e de I'^largir et des ruines dechiquet^es, deforijides, eparses 
gardent les deux c6t^s du front comme des sentinelles fantastiques et fant6- 
matiques. Nieuport, Furnes, Dixmude, Ypres sont aujourd'hui des villes 
mortes, et les Allemands contemplent ces destructions, leur oeuvre, avec une 
joie f^roce refletant leur mentalite. 
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One of Monsieur Beirden's pictures shows us the ruins of the offices of the 
Mitropole which were skilfully bombarded by the Germans in revenge for 
the vigorous campaign conducted by this Antwerp newspaper against the 
German financiers and traders who had, before' the war, exercised an 
increasingly daring preponderance in the affairs of the city. This was no 
outcome of the siege, no result of the regular bombardment. It was wholly 
and solely a piece of brutal retaliation. But coming as it did from people 
who hold the freedom of the Press in detestation, and whose aim it is to stifle 
the free expression of opinion, there is nothing in it to astonish. 

Apart from the tragedy of Termonde, did the two Flanders provinces feel 
the fangs of the German monster ? There was no wholesale slaughter or no 
massacres on a large scale, no pillaging of entire cities. But though the towns 
in these -two provinces did not share the lot of Louvain, Dinant, Andenne, 
Tamines, etc., a number of Smaller Communes were the witnesses of many 
isolated scenes of violence, outrage, and vindictive cruelty. The list is a long 
one, and the onward progress of the German army was marked by every 
species of exaction. Murders indeed there were, but the sufferings inflicted 
on the people as a whole were not of the atrocious character that earlier had 
distinguished the terrible manifestations of the Germanic fury, nor did they 
take the form of those wholesale reprisals, as unjustified as they were cruel. 
We must, however, except from this statement the slaughter bf civilians which 
took place at Alost, Essen, Quatrecht, Melle, Renaix, Roulers, Staden, etc. 
After the war the two Flanders will tell their story, and we shall see that they 
too had to endure no small measure of suffering. It was one of the effects of 
the conflict of the opposing forces to increase that measure, and ruins, tottering, 
shapeless and scattered, keep watch on either side of the firing line like weird 
and ghostly sentinels. To-day Nieuport, Fumes, Dixmude, and Ypres are 
cities of the dead, and the Germans contemplate the havoc they have wrought 
with a fierce delight that is a true index to their mentality. 
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l'allemagne en dessous de tout! 
Tout lesjois et conventions vioUes 

I'ALLEMAGNE avait signe la convention de Geneve et la convention 
de La Haye avec la m6me arriere-pensee qu'eut la Prusse en 
J signant le traitequi garantissait notre neutrality. Elle a protest^ 
sa signature avec le cynisme le plus absolu. S'agit-il du respect 
des non-combattants inscrit dans la charte des nations civilis^es, elle I'^carte, 
n'en tient aucun compte, le meprise. 

Cependant I'article 23 du r^glement de guerre est formel ; " II est interdit 
aux belligerants de forcer les nationaux de la partie adverse ^ prendre part 
aux operations de guerre dirig^es contre leur pays." Les Allemands, le 
dechirant, d^daigneux, ont contraint de nombreux civils k Mons, Diiiant, Ter- 
monde, Tournai, etc., etc., comme au debut de la campagne a Chaudfontaine 
et ^ Fleron, a marcher dans leurs rangs ou a leur t6te. Nous avons parle de 
ces crimes au cours des chapitres precedents. En voici d'autres : au combat 
de Melle le 7 Septembre'1914, les Allemands accueillis a coups de feu par 
les troupes beiges firent sortir des maisons des habitants de Melle, hommes, 
femmes et enfants et les pousserent devant eux. Plusieurs de ces malheureux 
furent atteints. 

A Berlaere le 7 Octobre les Allemands violemment contre-attaques par le 
I" regiment des carabiniers furent rejet^s vers I'Escaut dans la boucle de 
Schonaerde. Parvenus a se reformer ils se present^rent en plusieurs colonnes 
toutes precedees de multiples rangs de civils. Les Beiges arr^t^rent le feu 
pendant quelques instants, mais menaces d'etre enveloppes ils furent contraints 
de tirer faisant des vides dans les rangs adverses mais aussi blessant et tuant 
leurs malheureux compatriotes. 

Le vendredi 28 AoOt les Allemands ayant align6 en une longue th^orie 
les paysans des environs d'Elewyt les firent marcher dans la direction de 
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CHAPTER XVI 

DEUTSCHLAND UBER ALLES 
All Laws and Conventions set at Defiance 

GERMANY had set her hand to the Geneva and Hague Conventions 
with the same reservations that Prussia had had in mind whei\ 
she guaranteed our neutrality. She repudiated her signature 
with the most absolute cynicism. As for the clauses which found 
a place in the charter of civilized nations, by which they mutually pledged 
themselves to respect the lives of _ non-combatants, Germany brushed them 
aside, took no heed of them, treated them with contempt. Nevertheless 
Clause 23 of the Rules of War is clear and definite: "Belligerents are for- 
bidden to compel their adversaries to bear arms against their own country." 
Disdainfully disregarding this agreement the Germans, following up their 
action at Chaudfontaine and Fl^ron at the beginning of the war, compelled 
a large number of civilians at Mons, Dinant, Termonde, Tournai, etc., etc., to 
march with them or in front of them. We referred to these crimes in the 
preceding chapters. We now give additional instances. In the engagement 
that took place at Melle on the 7th September, 1914, the Germans, being 
received with rifle fire by the Belgian troops, compelled the inhabitants of 
Melle — men, women, and children — to leave their homes, and drove them 
along the front of them. 'Several of these unhappy folk were hit. At 
Berlaere, on the 7th October, the Germans were heavily counter-attacked 
by the ist Regiment of mounted infantry and forced back on to the Scheldt 
by the Schonaerde bend. Having managed to reform, they came on again 
in several columns, all preceded by several ranks of civilians. The Belgians 
ceased to fire for sonie seconds, but being in* danger of envelopment they 
were obliged to recommence, making gaps in the opposing ranks, but also 
killing and wounding several of their unfortunate compatriots. 

On Friday, the 28th August, having j-anged in a long line the peasantry 
from the district about Elewyt, the Germans compelled them to march in 
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Malines, sous la menace du revolver, a une allure desordorinee, sans qu'il ffit 
permis de porter les vieillards ou m^me une femme se trouvant dans une 
situation int^ressante. Et tandis qu'ils se dirigeaient vers la ville les AUe- 
mands bombardaient celle-ci. II se trouva des soldats et des officiers sub- 
altemes pour plaindre tous ces malheureux dont la d6tresse 6tait immense et 
menaces encore du feu de Pdrtillerie beige. Mais les officiers sup6rieurs 
insensibles exigeaieiit I'entier accomplissement de ces cruautes. Que d'autres 
exei;nples 'h citer ! ils renjplissent plusieurs colonnes du quinzi^me rapport de 
la commission d'enqu6te, mais ceux-ci suffisent pour montrer en quel d^dain, 
les Allemands tenaient la Convention de La Haye. Cependant I'Allemagne 
faisait partie des quarante-quatre Puissances, reunies dans cette ville en 1907 ; 
n'avait-elle jug6 opportun de declarer avec ses co-signataires que "dans les 
cas non compris dans les dispositions r^glementaires adoptees par Elles, les 
populations et les belligerants restaient sous la sauvegarde et sous Tempire 
des principes du droit des gens tels qu'ils resultent des usages ^tablis entre 
nations civilisees, des lois de I'humanite et des exigences de la conscience 
publique." 

Le droit des gens ? Avant la guerre les Allemands aimaient a le d^fendre, 
ce grand principe ; combien leurs journaux affectaient d'en ^tre les soutiens. 
La catastrophe se produit, et ils le conspuent, le tournent en derision, I'dcartent 
avec mepris, n'etant plus guides que par leurs instincts criminels. 

Ils ont abus^ du drapeau blanc pour se rapprocher des soldats beiges et 
grice a cette ruse les vaincre plus aisement. 

lis ont tir^ sur tout ce que le drapeau de la Croix-Rouge couvrait de ses 
plis : ambulances, h6pitaux, m6decins, infirmiers, ambulanciers, etc. L'insigne 
porte au bras n'offrait aucune garantie ; il se refusaient ^ le voir. 

lis ont, trop souvent, achev6 les blesses et fusill^ leurs prisonniers. 

Pr^s de Dixmude, ^ la fin du mois d'Qctobre, plusieurs soldats beiges dtaient 
tombes aux mains des Allemands. Comme on les emmenait les Barbares 
a leur tour furent surpris par les troupes franco-beiges. Alors le major qui 
commandait le ddtachement allemand se voyant perdu ordonna i ses hommes 
de fusilier les prisonniers. Les uns furent massacres 4 coups de baVonnette, 
les autres ^ coups de fusil tir^s i bout portant. Deux soldats, Gustave 
Demarteau et Leon Deliens, du 1 1"" regiment de ligne, parvinrent i se sauver 
et t^moign^rent de ce crime. 
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the direction of Malines. Threatening them with revolvers, they compelled 
them to hasten along at an inordinate speed, not allowing the aged 
to be carried, or even a woman who was enceinte. All the time they 
were thus proceeding towards the city it was being shelled by the 
Germans. There were some among the subalterns and the rank and file 
who were mqved by the plight of these unhappy people, whose distress was 
terrible, and whose situation was rendered yet more dangerous by the fire 
of the Belgian artillery. The superior officers, however, were proof against 
pity, and ordered that these cruelties should be carried out to the full. What 
a number of other examples might be quoted ! They fill several columns of 
the Fifteenth Report of the Commission of Enquiry, but these which we have 
quoted are enough to show the contempt in which the ^Germans held the 
Hague Convention. Nevertheless Germany was one of the forty-four Powers 
whose representatives were gathered together in that town in 1907. Had she 
not thought it well to declare with her co-signatories that, "in cases not 
provided for in the regulations adopted by them, the civil population and the 
belligerents would remain under the protection of the Law of Nations as 
derived from the customs in force among civilized peoples, the laws of 
humanity, and the dictates of the public conscience ? " 

The Law of Nations ? Before the war the Germans were fond of posing 
as the defenders, of this great principle. How many of their newspapers 
pretended to be its supporters ? Then came the catastrophe, and they treated 
it with scorn and derision, thrusting it aside with contempt, acknowledging no 
other guides but their criminal instincts. 

They abused the white flag in order to approach the Belgian troops, and 
by means of this ruse to defeat them more easily. They fired on all that the 
Red Cross Flag covered with its folds — ambulances, hospitals, doctors, nurses, 
stretcher-bearers. The Red Cross on the arm was no guarantee ; they refused 
to see it Too often did they kill the wounded and shoot their prisoners. 

Near Dixmude, at the end of October, several Belgian soldiers fell into 
the hands of the Germans. As they were marching them off the Barbarians 
were themselves surprised by Franco-Belgian troops. Thereupon the major 
of the German detachment, seeing there was no escape, ordered the prisoners 
to be shot. Some were murdered with the bayonet, others by rifle shots fired 
poiftt blank, ^wo soldiers — Gustave Demarteau and L6on Deliens, of the 
I ith Regiment of the Line — succeeded in escaping and bore witness to the 
crime. 
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Le 19 Aofit 19 14, les Allemands ayaixt fait prisonnifers a Aerschot, avant 
8 heures du matin une trentaine de soldats beiges datis le combat d'arriere- 
garde qui ouvrit cette journde fatale, un officier sup^rieur — toujours eux! — 
declara qu'ils devaient mourir. Aussit6t les fantassins allemands tir^rent une 
salve et la plupart des captifs furent tues. On emmena les autres, ceux qui 
avaient ^chapp6 miraculeusement aux balles. 

Au moment oh ils passaient devant une maison isol^e fls virent les Huns 
faire sortir de cette habitation quatre civils qui s'dtaient caches dans la 
cave pendant le combat. Parmi eux se trouvait un adolescent. Les Alle- 
mands les entour^rent de cofdes et de fils de fer, puis les firent agenouiller 
les mains jointes. Quatre soMats s'approchferent et les fusill^rent k bout 
portant. L'une des victimes n'ayant ete que blessee un AUemand I'acheva 
d'une balle dans la t^te. ' 

A ITieure oii ce crime se produisait aux abords d' Aerschot, le colonel 
Stenger etait encore en vie et la ville nullement en effervescence. II n'y avait 
eu entre 5 heures et -8 du matin qu'un combat reguHer. Quelle conclusion 
les Allemands lui avaient-ils donnee ? Le massacre de leurs prisonniers, la 
tuerie de plusieurs civils innocents. Aux yeux de ces monstres la resistance 
de I'armee r%uli6re beige prenait la valeur d'une provocation. . . . 

Le 25 Aout 22 soldats appartenant ^ un regiment de carabiniers furent 
trouvds morts dans un petit bois situe a droite de la route de Malines-Ter- 
vueren avant le Baarbeck. Or 18 avaient ^td achev^s a coups de balonnette 
portes k la t^te tandis que souffrant de blessures faites par des balles ils dtaient 
couches sur le sol, blessures plut6t leg^res dont ils auraient ete gueris aisement. 
Les quatre autres soldats, blesses plus gravement, ne portaient aucune trace 
de coups de balonnette. Les Allemands les avaient done examines en par- 
ticulier et laisse vivre seulement ceux qui allaient mourir. 

L'article 23 du reglement de La Haye ddcl^re qu' " outre les prohibitions 
Stabiles par des conventions speciales il est notamment interdit d'employer 
des armes, des projectiles ou des matiferes propres k causer des maux superflus." 

Or les soldats du Kaiser ont employe des balles. dum-dum qu'ils avaient 
fait fabriquer dans le but de mieux torturer les blesses. Des experts ont 
demontre qu'il eftt ^te impossible de les defoVmer a la main telles qu'elles ont 
ete recueilljes. - / . 

Les Allemands ont done employe. des projectiles capables de faire souffrir 
leurs ennemis de fa^on plus aigue. Qui s'en etonnerait de gens achevant les 
blesses au lieu de les soigner comme I'exige toute loi huraaine. - 
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At eight o'clock in the morning, on the 19th August, 1914, the Germans 
took some thirty prisoners at Aerschot in a rearguard action which marked the 
beginning of this fatal day, A "superior officer — it was always the superior 
officers — declared that they must die. Forthwith the German infantry fired 
a volley, arid most of the captives fell dead. The remainder escaped the 
bullets by a miracle. 

As they were passing by an isolated house, they saw the Huns expelling 

four civilians who had hidden in a cellar during the fight. Among them was 

a young lad. The Germans bound them round with cords and iron wire, and 

made them go down on their knees with their hands clasped. Then four 

soldiers came up and fired at them point blank. One of the victims having only 

been wounded, a German despatched him by sending a bullet through his head. 

When this crime was committed on the outskirts of Aerschot, Colonel 

Stenger had not been killed, and there was no excitement in the town. 

Between five and eight a.m. the fighting had been carried on on strictly 

regular lines. And in what manner did the Germans terminate it ? By the 

massacre of their prisoners, the slaughter of several innocent civilians. In the 

eyes of these monsters the resistance of the Belgian regular army was looked 

upon as tantamount to a provocation. 

On fhe 2Sth August twenty-two soldiers, belonging to a regiment of 
mounted infantry, were found dead in a little wood situated to the right of the 
Malines-Tervueren road beyond Baarbeck. Eighteen of them had been killed 
with the bayonet while lying on the ground suffering from bullet wounds. ~ 
These wounds were for the most part slight, and they would have readily 
recovered from them. The four others, whose conditioh was more serious, 
showed no trace of bayonet wounds. The Germans had evidently examined 
each one individually, and spared only those who were doomed to die. 

Article 23 of the Hague Convention declares that, in addition to acts 
forbidden by specific provisions, " it is not permitted to make use of arms, 
projectiles or material of a nature to cause ^unnecessary suffering." Now the 
soldiers of the Kaiser used dum-dum bullets which they had had specially made 
with the object of adding to the torture of the wounded. Experts have shown 
that the specimens picked up could not have been thus niodified by hand,. 

The Germans are thus proved to have employed ammunition purposely 
designed to add to the agony of the wounded. And after all there is nothing 
astonishing in that, seeing that they killed the wounded instead of tending 
them, as every dictate of humanity should have compelled them to do. 
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S'ils n'ont pas toujours eu la fdrocite, comme a Wolverthem, de les jeter 
dans une maison qui briilait, il n'en est pas moins vrai, comme les examples 
prdc^dents en tdmoignent, qu'ils ont abattu k coups de feu ou a coups de 
bafonnette ceux dont les premieres blessures n'avaient aucun c'aractere mortel. 

Les AUemands ont outrage de nombreuses femmes pendant les tragiques 
semaines du mois d'Aofit en Belgique. Beaucoup de jeunes filles ont dte 
violees et des religieuses, dans leurs coUvents, ont subi le m^me sort. C'est 
surtout dans les provinces de Namur et de Luxembourg que ces attentats 
se sont multiplies. Les paladins de la Germanic se sont vautres la dans la 
lubricitd et I'orgie. Alors qu'en 1870 Guillaume I"^ faisait fusilier les soldats 
qui se livraient au meme crime, Guillaume II le laissa commettre sans jamais 
protester. II ne trouva jamais que pour les victimes des expressions fldtris- 
santes. Quel chemin lAllemagne a parcouru depuis la guerre de 1 870 ! 

Quand ses armees entrerent en France Guillaume I" langa au peuple 
frangais la proclamation suivante : " Je fais la guerre aux soldats frangais 
et non aux habitants de la France. Ceux-ci continueront en consequence, a 
jouir d'une securite complete pour leur personne et pour leurs biens, aussi long- 
temps qu'ils ne me priveront pas, eux-m^mes, parades entreprises hostiles 
contre les troupes allemandes, du droit de leur accorder ma protection." 

Et cette security fut r^elle si Ton compare les faits de 1870 aux mefaits de 
191 4 et des annees suivantes. 

Guillaume I*' n'efit jamais toMre les forfaits actuels que Guillaume II a 
- approuv^s s'il ne les a commandos, ordonnes . . . 

Continuons la longue, la trop longue nomenclature de ces crimes. 

Les AUemands dans ces malheureuses provinces de Namur et du Luxem- 
bourg, oil le viol a fait tant de malheureuses, n'ont pas hdsite dans leur d^lire 
fren^tique k avoir recours, sur certaines de leurs victimes, k des mutilations 
odieuses. Des religieux ont endure ce supplice. 

Les AUemands ont bombarde des villes ouvertes, detruit des ^tablisse- 
ments du culte, transform^ en amas de pierres des monuments historiques, la 
gloire des cit6s, au m^pris de conventions sacrees. 

Et k tous ces exc^s ils ont ajoute un crime nouveau, nouveau pour notre 
epoque de haute civilisation, I'envoi de milliers de civils en AUemagne, pra- 
tique emprunt^e aux gestes de guerre de I'antiquite, avec cette difference que 
les peuples vaincus emmenes en captivite par les Romains etaient mieux trait^s 
que les Beiges ne le furent en 19 14. Contre ces populations tranquilles, 
paisibles et inoffensives, les Allemandes n'avaient aucun- grief k articuler. 

Elles pay^rent uniquement, on ne saurait trop le dire, trop le r^p^ter, la ' 
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Though they may not in all cases have exhibited the ferocity they 
displayed at Wolverthem, when they tossed the wounded into a burning house, 
it is nevertheless true, as the foregoing examples prove, that they shot or 
bayoneted those who, in the first place, had not been mortally Wounded. 

Many women were outraged by the Germans in Belgium during those 
tragic weeks in August. Many young girls were violated, and nuns in their 
convents suffered the same fate: It was in the provinces of Namur and 
Luxemburg that these outrages were particularly numerous. There the 
Paladins of Germania wallowed in orgies of bestial debauchery. Whereas in 
1870 William I ordered any soldier committing such a crime to be shot, 
Williani II permitted them to pass without a protest. He merely bestowed 
cruel epithets on the victims. What a distance Germany has travelled since 
1870. When his armies entered France William I issued the following V 
proclamation to the French people : " I am making war on the French army 
and not on the inhabitants of France. The latter will in consequence continue 
td enjoy complete security of life and property so long as they themselves do 
not deprive me, by hostile acts against the German troops, of my right to 
afford them protection." And this security was real, as is proved by a 
Comparison of what happened in 1870 with the crimes of 1914 and the 
following years. William I would never have tolerated the misdeeds which 
William II approved, even if he did not command them to be committed. 

But let us now continue this lengthy — all too lengthy— recital of 
them. 

The Germans, in these unhappy provinces of Namur and Luxemburg^^ 
where outrage brought suffering to so many hapless women, even went so far 
in their unbridled frenzy as to inflict horrible mutilations on their victims. 
Even nuns had to endure this suffering. The Germans bombarded open 
cities, destroyed sacred edifices, reduced historic buildings — the pride of cities 
— to heaps of rubbish, in defiance of sacred pledges. 

To all these crimes they added a fresh one, fresh, that is to say, to this 
period of advanced civilisation, and that was the deportation into Germany of 
thousands of civilians, a practice derived from the warlike customs of the. 
ancients, but differing from them in this, namely, that the conquered peoples; 
who were led into captivity by the Romans were, better treated than the 
Belgians in 1914. Against this quiet, peaceable, inoffensive people the 
Germans had no grievance to offer ; they were made to pay — it cannot be too 
often said, too often repeated — for the Opposition of the Belgian army and 

Q 
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resistance ,de rarrnde beige, et le refus de la, nation de.se soumettre k I'ulti' 
matum. Elles furent la rangon de I'honneur national. 

Pauvres otages ! 

Aprfes un voyage, souvent excessivement pdnible, oh entass^s dans les 
wagons de marchandise complkement ferm^s, ils ne pouvaient ni se reposer 
ni dormir, on les d^barquait dans quelque ville allemande oh. ils dtaient log& 
dans des baraquements ou autres locaux invraisemblables, condamn^s. au 
suppHce de la faim. 

Beaucoup y sont restes longtemps ; d'autres s'y trouvent toujours. , : 

Un temoin d^posant devant la commission d'enqu6te a fait le ri^cit du 
calvaire de 650 prisonniers civils beiges. Internes depuis la veille dans une 
ville allemande ils sont r^veillds k coups de biton, accompagn^s d'injures et 
conduits dans la cour de la caserne. ""On leur met une inscription sur le dos, 
les marquant de leur quality de prisonniers de guerre avec le nom. de la ville 
oil ils sont detenus. A midi on leur donne un bol de soupe. Les punitions 
sont Je cachot et I'exposition pendant plusieurs heures au pilori sans compter 
les injures et les coups de b^ton et de crosse. Le logement est insalubre j une 
grande malproprete y r^gne. 

D'un autre temoin: "Les prisonniers, parmi lesquels se trouvent une 
centaine de femmes et d'enfants, dont plusieurs tout petits, ont et^ internes 
dans des baraquements servant a loger en temps ordinaire, les chevaux et les 
soldafs. Presque tous n'ont que leurs vetements d'^te, ayant ^t^ emmen^s 
,de chez eux, sans qu'on leur ait permis de prendre aucun bagage. Ils 
couchent sur de la paille, jamais renouvelee, n'ayant qu'une couverture pour 
deux, combien mince et souill^e. Ni feu, ni lumifere. La nourriture con- ' 
sjstait en un pain, tous les deux jours pour trois personnes, un pain de moins 
de six feres ; chaque matin et chaque soir une petite quantite de caf6 ; ^ ii 
heures un peu de soupe souvent, immangeable. Aucun soin de proprete 
n'etait assure aux prisonniers ; ni serviette ni savon." . . . Pr^tendant qu'ils 
avaient affaire^ des francs-tireurs les militaires allemands traitaient cesinfor- 
tunes avec la plus grande brutalite comme s'ils avaient commis toUs les 
crimes. 

Plusieurs en sont devenusfous. Qiji s'en ^tonneraft! Jamais les Romains 
ne se sont montrds aussi implacables envers les populations vaincues. Les 
Huns seuls ont 6gale les Allemands. 

Le sort des citoyens pris comme otages, en garantie de certaines impositions 
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for the refusal of the nati&n to submit to the terms 6f the ultimatum. 
They were the ransom paid for their country's honour. Ill-fated hostages ! 

After a journey that was often excessively painful, during which they 
.were packed in goods-trucks , completely shut up, and in which they could 
neither lie down nor sleep, they wefe turned out in some German town and 
quartered in barracks, or some such places, and condemned to endure the 
pangs of hunger. Mariy of them were there for a long time; some are 
there still. 

A witness who gave evidence before the Commission of Enquiry described 
the sufferings of 650 civilian Belgian prisoners. Imprisoned the day before 
in a German -town, they were awakened by blows from a stick, accompanied 
by jeers and insults, and then led out into ,the barrack square. They were 
then marked on the back as prisoners of war with the name of the town 
in which they were detained. At midday they were given a bowl of soup. 
By way of punishment they were niade to pass several hours in the cells or 
pillory, not to mention the -insults to which they were subjected and the 
blows they received from stick or butt end of rifle.-' Their quarters were 
unhealthy and in an exceedingly dirty ^condition. 

Another witness reports as follows: — "The prisoners, among whom were 
about a hundred women and children-^some of the latter quite tiny — were 
interned in the barracks which in ordinary times were used to house soldiers 
and horses. Nearly all had only their thin summer garments to wear, for 
they had been torn away from their homes and not permitted to bring away 
any belongings with them. They had to sleep on straw that was never 
changed, with one covering between every two of them, and that very thin 
and very dirty. They were without fire or light.' The food consisted of one 
loaf every other day between three, and ihe loaf weighed less than six 
pounds. Every morning and evening they had a little coffee, and at eldven 
o'clock some soup that was frequently uneatable. No facilities for cleanliness 
were afforded the prisoners; they were allowed neither towel nor soap."' Gn 
the pretext that they were dealing -with francs-tireurs the German soldiery 
treated these unhappy people with the greatest brutality, as if there were 
no crime they had not committed. Not a few of th^m went mad ; and 
what wonder ? The Romans never showed themselves so implacable toward 
the inhabitants of the countries they conquered. The Germans were equalled 
only by the Huns, 

The fate that befel the citizens who were taken as hostages, as a guarantee 
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de guerre, fut lui aussi fort douloureux. On n'avait nul egard ni pour leur 
4ge ni pour leur dignite. Et plusieurs furent fusill^s, comme I'infortune 
M. Gravis, bourgmestre de P^ronnes. 

Les Allemands ont us6 et abuse des taxes, des impdts, tout en multipliant 
les requisitions, croyant les Beiges corvdables et taillables k merci. Trop. 
souvent les impositions de guerre ^taient absolument disproportionnees 
aux ressources des localitds et tout k fait injustifiees. Et quand les taxes 
englobferent les provinces et tout le pays elles prirent des proportions, for- 
midables, alors que la Belgique etait ruinee, epuisee, saign^e a blanc. 

Tandis que I'Allemagne exigeait des millions par centaines — le total 
atteindra un chifire fantastique ! — elle privait I'agriculture beige de I'une de , 
ses ressources les plus importantes, les chevaux reproducteurs ; elle paralysait 
I'industrie en saisissant les matieres premieres et les produits fabriqu^s, en 
emportant les machines-outils, le tout dans I'unique but de debarrasser ses 
industriels de rivaux genants. Elle ne respectait meme pas nos arbres et 
beaucoup de ceux qui apportaient tant de beaute a nos pares, les h6tes 
superbes de r^os bois, les geants de nos forets, abattus, prenaient le chemin de 
ses arsenaux. Et tandis qu'elle nous d^pouillait elle exigeait I'or qu'elle nous 
avait pris dej^ sous mille formes diff^rentes. Elle ressemblait au malandrin 
des grand's routes qui s'^tant empar6 de tout ce que possedait sa victime et 
I'ayant mise 4 nu ... lui r^clamait encore son porte-monnaie. 

* * * * ♦ * 

Voila ce que I'Allemagne a fait de la Belgique ! 

Elle a tente de justiiier ses crimes en publiant le Livre Blanc, "proems- 
verbal arbitrairement compose d'une enquete unilaterale, dans laqueUe les 
auteurs des faits incrimin^s assument les fonctions de juges." Aux 
mensonges, aux calomnies, aux sophismes de "ces juges-accuses," le Livre 
Gris Beige, sign6 par MM. les ministres Carton de Wiart et baron Beyens, 
a repondu nettement, sans jamais se d^rober, avec une^ argumentation toujours 
puissante. Et I'on a vu crouler I'^chafaudage de I'accusation allemande si , 
p6niblement elevi. La Verite, au profit de I'Histoire, s'est degagee des 
entraves qu'on lui avait mises et elle ^claire le monde. Personne ne croit 
plus dans les pays neutres k la l^gende des francs-tireurs beiges, et rien ne 
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for the payment of certain war tributes, was also a very painful one. Their 
age and station were alike disregarded. Several were shot like the unhappy 
Monsieur Gravis, the Burgomaster of Peronnes. There was no limit tp the 
exactions imposed on the Belgians, whom they seemed to think they could 
fleece to their heart's content. Too often the impositions were totally dis- 
proportionate to the resources of the districts, and wholly unjustified. And 
when they came to levy these taxes on whole pro^finces and on the country 
generally they assumed huge proportions, although Belgium was ruined, 
exhausted, bled white. Arid all the time that Germany was demanding the 
payment of hundreds of millions of francs— the total will amount to a fantastic 
figure — she was depriving the agricultural industry of one of its chief resources, , 
namely, its supply of stallions and brood mares. She was paralyzing the 
manufacturing trades by seizing raw material, manufactured goods, and 
• carrying off machinery and plant, all of- which was done for the sole purpose 
of ridding her own manufacturers of uncomfdrtable rivals. Even our trees 
were not spared by her, and many of those which imparted such beauty to 
our parks, the superb beeches of our woodlands, the lofty giants of our forests,^ 
were laid low and sent away to towns in Germany. And all the time they 
were thus despoiling us they continued to make demands for money, of which 
in numberless different forms they had already deprived us. Germany 
resembled a highway robber who should take all his victim's beloiigings, 
strip him naked, and then demand his purse. 

Such was the treatment that Germany meted out to Belgium. 
* * * * * * 

She has attempted to justify her crimes by publishing the White Book, a 
report arbitrarily drawn up of a one-sided enquiry in which those who wrought 
the deeds which formed the subject of the accusation themselves assumed the 
functions of judges. To the lies, the calumnies, the sophistries of these 
" judges in the dock " the Belgian Grey Book, signed by Messieurs Carton 
de Wiart and the Baron de Beyens, Ministers of State, has furnished a clear 
and definite reply, never evading the issue, always cogent in their reasoning ; 
and we have seen how the framework of the German case, reared with such 
painful effort, crumbled into dust. 

Fortunately for History, the truth has ffeed itself from the obscurity in 
which it had been enmeshed, and has illumined the world with its beams. 
No neutral now believes in the tales of the Belgian francs-tireurs, and even 
in the case of those most favourably disposed towards Germany nothing 
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diminue chez les esprits, m6me les plus enclins a croire I'Alleinagne, I'horreur 
des atrocitds commises. 

Le Livre Blanc allemand n'a pu faire disparaitre les mines., Elles ont 
una voix que le bullion de I'oppresseur n'a pu ^touffer. Et la terre garde 
les cadavres des victimes, ces restes vengeurs qui, au lendemain de la 
liberation d^nonceront les assassins. 

L'AUemagne aura beau - multiplier ses efforts et ses calomnies elle ne se 
lavera jamais de I'opprobre qui p^se sur elle. 

A peine son arm^e avait-elle penetr^ sur notre territoire que suivant un 
plan methodique cpncerte d'avance et realist d^s la premiere Jieure de I'in- 
vasion, se dechalnaient les scenes de violence et- d'ivresse, de ru^es sur les 
caves, de depredatio.ns de tous genres, d'actes orduriers, de pillages ehontfe ^ 
suivis de massacres et d'incendies. 

Tbus ces faits, nous les avons relates. _ lis ont re^u I'approbation des 
officiers, couverts par des ordres venus de trh haut. , 

Aussi le LivrC: Gris Beige ja-t-il raison d'^tablir que le Gouvernement 
allemand est regponsable de la conduite de ses troupes^ Ses armdes ne 
sont-elles pas les plus disciplinees du monde ? G'est la -rigueur m^me de 
cette discipline qui grandit la responsabilite des chefs supremes des, phalanges 
allemandes. "lis furent les violateurs conscients des regies du droit inter- 
national, les ordonnateurs des massacres et des devastations et les prota- 
gonistes des methodes de terrorisation. C'est le' syst^me militaire lui-meme 
la th^orie allemande de la guerre tout enti^fe qui est en cause." 

C'est cette theorie abominable qui a pouss6 I'AUemagne a commettre ce 
double crime que I'Angleterre et le monde civilisi ne lui pardontiieront 
jamais, I'assassinat d'Edith Cavell et du capitaine Fryatt. 

Miss Edith Cavell, obeissant a la gen6rosite de son cceur, avait favoris6 a 
de jeunes Beiges les moyens de repondre a I'appel du patriotisme en gagnant 
la froiitiere ; le icanitaine Fryatt s'etait defendu contre I'attaque perfide d'un 
sous-marin. 

L'une, en aidant cette jeunesse ardente, faisait-elle . metier d'espionne ?., 
L'autre en ne permettant pas que Ton coule son navire s'^tait-il transforme 
en franc-tireur de l.i mer.' Miss Cavell, nurse admirable, ^tait une grande 
philanthrope ; le capitaine Fryatt, le devoir meme dans I'abnegation, le 
courage devoiie et simple. Une justice d' assassins seule pouvait trouver des- 
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avails to mitigate the feelings of horror evoked by the atrocities committed 
by her. 

The German White Book did not have it in its power to spirit away the 
ruins ; they speak with a voice which it is not in the power of the oppressor 
to stifle. And the earth hides the corpses of the victims, whose bones on 
the morrow of Belgium's liberation will cry aloud for vengeance on the 
assassins. In vain will Germany double her efforts and multiply her 
slanders ; she will never free herself from the opprobrium that weighs 
upon her. 

No sooner had her troops sfet foot on our territory than, in accordance 
with a plan, premeditated and elaborated beforehand and put into operation 
from the very beginning of the invasion, there were enacted scenes of violence 
and debauchery, of raids on cellars, robbery of every description, acts of filthy 
bestiality, riotous pillaging, and in their wake burning" and slaying. Of all 
these deeds we have told the story, They-were wrought with the approval 
of the officers who were covered by orders received from a very exalted, 
quarter. The Belgian Grey Book is therefore rigljt in l&ying down that the- 
German Government was responsible for the deeds of the German troops. 
. Are not the soldiers of Germany the most highly drsdplined in the world ? 
The very rigorousness of this discipline increases the responsibility of those in 
command of the German armies, " They consciously violated the regulations 
of International Law ; they were the instigators of murder and devastation^ 
the protagonists in systematic terrorisation. It is the military system itself, 
the whole German theory of war that is arraigned." 

It was this abominable theory which led Germany to commit those two 
crimes which neither England nor the whole civilised world will ever forgive, 
namely, the murder^of Edith Cavell and of Captain Fryatt. 

Miss Edith Cavell, in obedience to the generous promptings of her heart, 
had assisted some young Belgians to answer the call of patriotism and find 
their way to the frontier. Captain Fryatt had defended himself against the 
dastardly attack of a submarine. Can the one be charged with espionage 
because she lent her aid to some eager-hearted young men ? Can the other 
be classed as a franc-tireur of the seas because he would not quietly allow 
his vessel to be sent to the bottom .' Miss Cavell was an admirable nurse 
and a great philanthropist. Captain Fryatt, the very personification of Duty 
in his self-abnegation, was the type and symbol of straightforward and devoted 
courage. Only an assassin's sense of justice could have discovered grounds 
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chefs d'accusation pour les condamner, justice obeissant elle aussi k la theorie 
allemande de la guerre. 

En executant Miss Edith Cavell et le capitaine Fryatt, les Allemands ont- 
ils obtenu ce qu'ils esperaient ? En ddpit des fils barbeles et des courants 
d' Electricity des Beiges bravent la mort pour gagner les rangs de I'armee 
n^tionale et demain comme hier il se trouvera des marins anglais pour d^fendre 
les navires de commerce ou les paquebots qui leur sont confies fontre les 
tentatives des submersibles. 

Ce double crime n'a terrorist personne mais il a indignE toutes les dmes 
gen^reuses, et I'Angleterre, fr6missante, au lendemain de chacun de ces 
assassinats, a rendu plus, puissant et plus terrible son glaive des batailles. 

La statue que Ton elevera k Bruxelles a Miss Edith Cavell enseignera aux 
generations futures le mepris m^me de la methode allemande tout en lui 
apprenant la haine de la GermanieC 

Methode de terrorisation ? 

Elle a fait faillite. 

La Belgique n'est-elle pas plus ent^tee que jamais dans sa fidelity au passd, 
en depit des supplices endures. Et I'Angleterre a chaque tentative de I'ennemi 
d'appliquer son abominable theorie, n'a-t-elle puis6 une force nouvelle qui 
grandit ses dessins, rend plus energiques ses resolutions et assure k ses destinies 
plus d'eclat et de noblesse. 
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for putting them to death ; only a sense of justice that, like all their other 
ideas, was subservient to the German theory of war. / 

When they executed Edith Cavell and Captain Frys^tt did the Germans 
achieve the object they had in view ? Despite barbed wire and electrical 
devices Belgians still risk their lives in order to join the ranks of the 
National Army ; and to-morrow, no less than yesterday, there will be British 
sailors who will defend the merchant ships entrusted to their charge against 
attacks by submarines. 

The twofold murder terrorised no one, but it filled every generous heart 
with indignation ; and England, stirred to the depths with wrath, lent an 
added might and terror to her sword of battle. 

The statue which is to be erected in Brussels in honour of Miss Edith 
Cavell will teach the generations to come how despicable is the German 
method, how hateful the German race. 

The Germans attempted to terrorise on a systematic plan. The system 
proved a failure, for Belgium is more immovable than ever in her loyalty to 
the Past, notwithstanding the sufferings she has endured; and at every fresh 
attempt of the enemy to put his detestable theories into practice England 
has armed herself with new strength, widened the scope of her endeavours, 
given fresh energy to her resolution, and imparted an added glory and 
nobility to her destiny. 



CHAPITRE XVJI 

LA BELGIQUE FifeRE, CONFIANTE ET UNIE 

IE Livre Blanc -allemand du lo Mai 19x5 atentd de justifier les horreurs 
commises en Belgique par I'Allemagne criminelle en ayant recours 
. aux plus grossiers mensonges et en forgeant. les pires calomnies. 
■■• C'est I'empereur Guillaume qui a donn^ I'exemple aux faussaires et 
aux calomniateurs en envoyant au president Wilson son fameux t^legramme 
audacieusement accusateur avec Tassentiment de son chancelier, I'homme du 
" chiffon de papier." 

Ce diplomat^ si etrangement respectueux des conventions et des traits s 
pour qui la , signature de la Germanie n'a aucune valeur, avait, dfes le 
2 Septembre. 1914, adresse un communique aux jeprSsentants de la presse 
am^ricaine oii il disait effrontement: " L'Angleterre racohtera a vos com- 
patriotes que les troupes allemandes ont incendie des villes et des villages 
beiges, mais elle leur cachera que des jeunes filles beiges oflt crevd les' yeux 
a des blesses sans defense sur le champ de bataille. Des employes des villes 
beiges ont invite nos officiers a leur repas et les ont tu^s en tirant sur eux par 
dessous la table (sic). Contrairement k tout dro^t des gens la population civile 
beige a ete appelee aux armes et apres avoir fait d'abord a nbs troupes un 
accueil bienveillant elle les a attaquees par derri^re avec des armes cachees de 
la mani^re la plus cruelle. Des femmes beiges ont coup^ le cou k des soldats^ 
qui se reposaient cantonn^s chez Thabitant." 

Mensonges aussi absurdes, aussi ridiculement inventes qu'odieux. Qui a 
pu croire a ces imaginations burlesques ne reposant sur aucun fait, propos 
p^niblement trouves, exiges par une sinistre com^die. Pendant quelques mois 
on y a cru en AUemagne ; la verit6 a fini par se faire jour et des le mois de 
Fevrier 191 5, chaque fils de la Germanie se rendait parfaitement compte des 
mobiles du crime. 

Un article de la Kolnische Zeitung du 10 Fevrier 1915, sign^ Walter Bloem, 



CHAPTER XVII 

BELGIUM — PROUD, DAUNTLESS, AND UNITED 

THE German White Book of the.ioth May, 191 5, endeavoured to 
excuse the horrors enacted in Belgium by. having recourse to 
the cluj3isiest lies and the vilest slanders. The Emperor William 
set the example to these forgers and slanderers when, with the 
consent of his Chancellor— the author of the " scrap of paper " phrase — he 
sent his famous telegram to President Wilson. 

This diplomat, so strongly deferential in his attitude towards agreements 
-and treaties, but for whpm Gerojany's signature counted for nothing, had,^ as 
long ago as the 2nd September, 1914, sent a communication to the repre- 
sentatives of the American Press in which he was not ashamed to speak as 
follows : 

" England will tell your people that the German troops set fire to towns 
and villages, but they will not tell them that young Belgian girls put out the 
eyes of German soldiers as they lay helpless on the battlefield. Some 
Belgian municipal employers invited some officers of ours to eat with them, 
and killed them by shooting at them from under the table. Contrary' to 
all international laws the Belgian civilian population was summoned to take 
up arms, and after receiving our troops with a show of kindness, attacked 
them in the cruellest manner from, behind with arms that they had concealed. 
Belgian women cut the throats of soldiers while they were sleeping in , the 
houses where they had been quartered." 

All these are lies — as absurdly trumped up, as ridiculous, as they 
are detestable. Who could have been taken in by such farcical nonsense 
without a single fact to support it— tales laboriously thought out to suit the 
i requirements of the ghastly comedy? For a few months they obtained 
credit in Germany, but the truth came out at last, and by F^bruaiy, 191 5, 
every son of Germany knew exactly why all these crimes had been com- 
mitted. An article in the Kolnische Zeittmg of the loth February, 191 5, 



236 VISIONS DE LABELGIQUE DETRUITE 

les faisait comprendre en traduisant le sentiment gin6ra.\ chez nos ennemis. 
II disait: "Les innocents doivent patir avec les coupables, ou, si ces derniers 
ne parviennent pas k etre d^couverts les innocents doivent expier pour les 
coupables non parcequ'il y a eu crime, mais pour emp^cher les crimes a 
venir. L'incendie d'un village, I'execution d'6tages, la decimation des habitants 
d'une comihune dont les occupants ont pris les armes contre les troupes 
qui s'avangaient tout cela constitue moins des actes de vengeance que des 
signaux d'avtrtissement pour les parties du territoire non encore occupe. 

" Et ceci est hors de doute : C'est a la fagon de signaux avertisseurs, qu'oht 
agi les incendies de Battice, de Herve, de Louvain, de Dinanjt. Les destruc- 
tions, les flots de sang des premiers jours de guerre en Belgique, ont sauv^ les 
grandes villes beiges de la tentation de s'attaquer aux faibles troupes d'occupa- 
tion que nous deyions y laisser. Y a-t-il un homme au monde qui s'imagine 
que la capitale de la Belgique nous aurait toler^s, nous qui vivons aujourd'hui 
a Bruxelles comme dans notre propre pays, si Ton n'avait pas tremble devant 
notre vengeance et si Ton ne tremblait pas encore ? " 

II est faux qu'il y ait un Beige en Belgique occupee tremblant devant un 
Allemand. Au contraire I'attitude de nos chers compatriotes est toute de 
fermet^, de fidelite et de dignite. Mais ils n'entendent pas faire le jeu des 
, assassins en leur offrant des victimes en holocauste. Et s'ils montrent autant 
de tact que de prudence patriotique, c'est qu'ils ne veulent pas fournir k 
I'ennemi I'occasion peut-^tre attend^ue .avec impatience de renouveler ses 
massacres et ses tueries. Le sol beige est d6ja arros^ de trop de sang! 

C'est le principe initial du syst^me du terrorisme expose la par le journaliste 
allemand plus franc que I'empereur et son chancelier. 

Afin d'^carter tout projet de revoke ne fSllait-il pas en suppliciant la Belgique 
dompter la population conquise ? Calcul de jadis, raisonnement d'un autre 
Age. ... II n'est pas dit qu'elle se fflt r^volt^e si I'Allemagne avait respectd les 
lois de I'humanite. Pourquoi I'efit-elle fait ? 

L'armee, toujours debout, n'appelait-elle pas sous les drapeaux tous les 
elements jeunes decides a combattre ? Les civils n'auraient pas attaque par 
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signed "Walter Bloem," brought them out clearly enough, and gave an idea 
of the general state of feeling among our enemies : 

"The innocent have to suffer with the guilty. If the latter are not dis- 
covered, the innocent must pay the penalty for them ; not because of the 
crime committed, but to prevent further crimes. The burniiig of a village, 
the execution of hostages, the decimation of the inhabitants of a Commune 
who had taken up arms against the advancing troops— all these things are 
to be regarded not so much as acts of vengeance as warnings of what might 
be in store for those parts of the country not yet in our occupation. 

"There is certainly no do6bt about this, that the burning of Battice,. 
Herve, Louvain,, and Dinant acted as deterrents. The destruction, the rivers 
of blood that flowed during the early days of the war in Belgium saved the 
big Belgian cities from the temptation of attacking the few troops we had to 
leave behind to hold the country. Does any one in the world imagine that 
the Belgian capital would have tolerated us — we who are now living in 
Brussels as though in our own country — if the people had not been afraid of 
our vengeance, if they were not still afraid of it .' ", 

It is a lie to state that thtere is a single Belgian in Belgium who is afraid 
of a German. On the contrary, the attitude of our brave fellow-countrymen 
has been all along one of firmness, fidelity, and dignity. But they had no 
intention of playing into- the hands of the assassins by offering them holo- 
causts of victims. If they displayed an equal measure of tact and patriotic 
prudence the reason is that they had no intention of giving the enemy an 
opportunity — an opportunity for which he was perhaps impatiently waiting-^ 
to begin his massacres and butchery over again. Too much blood had 
already been spilled on the soil of Belgium. It was the underlying principle 
of the system of terrorism that is exposed in the passage we have just quoted 
\>y this German journalist, who is more frank in his declarations than the 
Emperor and his Chancellor. In order to remove every temptation to offer 
forcible resistance to the German arms it was necessary, it appears, to put 
Belgium on the rack and to overawe the inhabitants of the conquered 
country. Such were the ideas held in ancient times, and the notions of a 
bygone age. It is not asserted that any resistance would have been offered 
if Germany had respected the laws of humanity. Why should it have 
been ? 

The Belgian army was still intact, still appealing to the young men to 
come and join the colours. The civilians had not attacked the German army 
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derlriire I'armde allematidfe, d'autant plus qu'ils n'avaient pas d'armes, et pouvant 
les qombattre face k face dans lesrangs de la phalange sacrSe qui a su vaincre 
sur I'Yser et que jamais rien n'a su abattre depuis. 

Le terrorisrae a multipli^ les supplices et promene partout la torche 
inceodiaire. II a d^truit des miUiers de vies humaines — plus de cinq mille— 
et.nivele des villes entieres sans jamais avoir la moindre prise sur le coeur et 
I'esprit de la nation. Son moral a r^siste aux plus terribles ^preuves, aux 
deportations odieuses, et aujourd'hui comme hier il est guidd' par I'espoir et 
jamais par la crainte. 

Les Beiges avaiit la guerre c^daient aux querelles de partis et parfois ces 
luttes politiques prenaient un caract^re d'acuite qu'elles n'ont pa,s toujours eu 
dans beaucoup d'autres pays. Sitdt que I'ennemi eut mis le pied sur leur 
territoire toute discussion cessa et ils furent etroitement unis decides tous ^ 
lui rdsister. 

Le 4 Aoflt 191 4, au Palais de la Nation, le Roi, en presence d'une 
assemble fr^missante, uniquement composee de parlementaires prononga au 
milieu d'acclamations enthousiastes un discours dont chaque mot, a dftux ans 
de distance, r^sohne encore dans nos cceurs, " D^s maintehant et en prevision 
de toute eventualite, notre vaillahte jeunesse est debout, fermement resolUe 
avec la t^nacite et le sang-froid traditionnels des Beiges, k d^fendre la pktrie 
en danger. Je lui adresse, au nom de la nation, un fraternel salut. Partout 
en Flandre et en Wallonie, dans les villes et les carapagnes, un seul sentiment 
etreint les cofeurs : Je patriotisme, une seule vision emplit les esprits,. notre 
independance compromise ; unseul devoir s'impose a nos volontes, la resistance 
opini&tre." - 1 

Libetauxv catholiques, socialtstes se tendirent la miain ; Tumon devint 
etfoite et chacUn sut actomplir son devoir, ne courbSnt pas la t^te dans la 
temp^te, monfrant au coritraire un courage ferme et ignorant tout d^coufage- 
' ment. L'a Belgique peut ^tre fi^re de tous ses fils. 

Les lettres de M. Charles Magnette, . Grrand-Maitre du Grand-Orient de 
Belgique aux Grandes Loges d'Allemagne,ont traduit ^loquemment les senti- 
ments des francs-masons et proclam6 leur patriotisme. Parmi les victimes de 
la furie gerraanique il s'est trouv6 nombre de francs-iliagoils. Beaucoup de 
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in the rear for the simple reason that they had no arms, and because it was 
open to them to fight their foes face to face in the sacred ranks of the 
national army, whose eflforts had been crowned with victory on the Yser, and 
whose spirit nothing had ever availed to crush. 

^ The terrorism systematically pralctised by the Germans resulted in the 
wholesale burning of towns and villages. Thousands of human lives— more 
than five thousand, indeed — ^were lost ; and whole towns were levelled to 
the ground ; but all this did not avail to daunt the national spirit ; the morale 
of the^nation was unaffected by the most terrible trials, and to-day, as 
yesterday, our peojde are led by hope, and never influenced by fear. 

Before the war the people of Belgium indulged in party strife, and it 
sometimes happened that these political struggles assumed an acuteness to 
which in many other countries they really attained. As soon, however, as the 
enemy set foot on their soil, all dis^igreements died down, and they pledged 
themselves one and all to resist the invader. 

On the 4th August, I9i4„the King delivered a Speech at the Palais de la 
Nation in the presence of an assembly stirred ta its depth with emotions, and 
consisting solely of. Members of Parlfamait. Amid enthusiastic acclamations 
he delivered a speech whose accents, after the lapse of two years, still echo in 
our hearts. " At this very hour," he said, "and in preparation of whatever 
eventualities may arjse, our brave young men are afoot firmly tesolved with 
that tenacity, and of coolness, which is traditional among the Belgians, to 
defend their country in its hour of danger. To them I give, in the name 
of the Nation, a fraternal greeting: Throughout the whole of Flanders and 
the Walloon districts, in town and in country, one single sentiment unites 
all hearts ; one single vision — the vision of patriotism— ^filis the minds of all ; 
and as our independence is threatened, one single duty is imposed on all 
alik€, and that is to resist to the uttermost" 

Libera^?, Catholics, Socialists, stretch forth their hands one to another. 
The union among them is close and binding, arid one ^nd all they^ fulfil their 
duty, not bowing the head before, the tempest but displaying a firm courage 
and banishing all faintheartedness. Belgium may well be proud of all her 
sons. The letters addressed by Monsieur Charles Magnettej Grand Master 
of the Grand Orient of Belgium, to the Grand Lodges of Germany, gave 
eloquent expression to the feelings of the Freemasons, and proclaimed their 
patriotism to the world. Among the victims of German outrages were a 
number of Freemasons. Many priests and members of religious houses were 
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pr^tres et de religieux ont 6t6 massacrds aussi avec la mSme cruautd. L'union 
des Beiges a grandi, s'est fortifide dans le sang qu'ils versaient et k certaines 
heures de la Jragedie elle a pris une beauty une grandeur sans dgale. 

A Aerschot le bourgmestre Tielmanset M. Claes van Nufifel reprdsen- 
taient les deux grands partis opposes en Belgique. On les disait d'irrdconciliables 
adversaires. ... La guerre delate; ils oubliMit les querelles passdes. . . . 
Surgit le drame; les Allemands entrent a Aerschot, le^ colonel Stenger est 
tud, les arrestations, les incendies, les massacres se multiplient. A la derniere 
scene de la tragedie M. Claes van Nuffel et M. Tielmans se trouvent c6te a 
c6te sur le lieu de I'execution. Alors M. Claes van Nuffel s'approche de 
I'officier qui va designer les victimes et le suppliant d'epargner la vie du 
bourgmestre, necessaire a sa commune, en echange, offre la sienne. 

C'est d'une noblesse qui dvoque les plus beaux actes de ddvouement, 
d'abnegation et de renoncement de tous les dges ! 

Un officier allemand ne pouvait que se montrer inexorable, ce qu'il fit, 
tandis que M. Tielmans remerciait avec effusion son ancien ad versa ire. 

Cette vie bfferte, avec tant de siraplicite, devient le symbole mdme de 
l'union entre Beiges, et elle ne se ddnouera que lorsque la patrie sera recon- 
stitute. 

Pendant cette p6riode du mal — Aofit et Septembre 1914 — d'ou s'echappe 
une acre et violente odeur de sang, des figures de patriotes et de heros pnt 
pris un relief intense. 

Trois sont ddja statufides par I'Histoire: le greffier Bourdon, le bourg- 
mestre Camus, le p^re Dupi6reux. 

M. Bourdon, c'est la fidelity k la cite natale jusqu'au renoncement a la vie. 
Lors du massacre k Dinant il est envoye par les Allemands sur I'autre rive de 
la Meuse pour obtenir des francs-tireurs qu'ils cessent le feu. Le vaillant 
greffier franchit le fleuve et ne rencontre que des soldats frangais, la Belgique 
n'ayant jamais connu uh seul franc-tireur. Les fantassins de la R6publique 
rinvitent k rester parmi eux. S'il retourne, c'est vraisemblablement la mort ! 
Mais s'il reste, les Allemands ne se vengeront-ils pas sur les malheureux 
habitants qu'il aura abandonnes ? II ne balance pas, il n'hesite pas un 
instant ; il saute dans la barque qui I'a amend pour apprendre aux Allemands 
que le feu des Francais va cesser. Bien des vies seront epargnees ! Malheu- 
reusement deux balles dgarees sifflent encore. II est aussitot massacrd avec, 
tous les siens, victinie de son ddvouement. / 
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also done to death with a like cruelty. The union of the Belgians has increased 
and grown stronger in the blood which they have shed, and there were certain 
moments in the enactment of the tragedy when it took on an unequalled beauty 
and grandeur. At Aerschot the Burgomaster Tielmans and a Monsieur 
Claes van Nuffel represented the two great political parties in Belgium. They 
were said to be irreconcilable adversaries. Then came the war. Their quarrels 
were forgotten. The tragedy comes. The Germans enter Aerschot : Colonel 
Stenger is killed. Arrests, fires, and massacres grow more and more frequent. 
In the last scene of the tragedy Monsieur Glaes van Nuffel and Monsieur 
Tielmans stand side by side at the place of execution. Then Monsieur Claes 
van Nuffel goes up to the officer, who is about to call out the names of the 
victims, and, offering his own life in exchange, beseeches the officer to spare 
the life of the Burgomaster, seeing that he was indispensable to the Commune. 
There is a nobility about such conduct that renders it worthy to be ranked 
with the most glorious deeds of devotion, self-sacrifice, and renunciation that 
the world has ever known. The officer, being a German, was compelled to 
turn a deaf ear to this request, but Monsieur Tielmans showered expressions 
of gratitude on his former adversary. This simple offer to die for another is 
becoming as it were the symbol of union among the Belgians. The bond 
will never be loosened until after the country has been restored to its rightful 
owners. 

During this dark and tragic period— August and September, 1914 — 
reeking as it does with the odoUf of blood, the lineaments of patriots and 
heroes stand out in strong relief. Three already have their niche in history : 
Bourdon the greffier, the Burgomaster Camus, and Father Dupi^reux. 
Monsieur Bourdon's loyalty to his native city was such that he gave up his 
life for it. During the massacre at Dinant he was sent across by the Germans 
to the opposite bank of the Meuse to prevail on the " francs-tireurs " to cease 
fire. The brave greffier crossed the river and found none but French soldiers, 
for Belgium had never known a single franc-tirmr. The soldiers of the 
Republic begged him to remain with them : if he returned it would probably 
be death ; but if he remained would not the Germans take vengeance on the 
hapless people he would have abandoned ? He did not weigh the matter ; he 
did not hesitate an instant. He jumped into the boat that had brought him 
over, and went back to tell the Germans that the firing would cease. Thus 
many lives would be spared. Unluckily two stray bullets came whistling 
by. He was immediately massacred, together with those about him; and 

R 
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' Le docteur Camus, bourgmestre d'Andenne, Ige de 74 ans, sut accompHr 
son devoir en magistrat eclair6, avec la fermetd et I'ardeur de la jeunesse." II 
avait avant I'arrivee des Allemands invite ses adniinistrds k garder une 
attitude pacifique ; il fut obeii. . . . Lorsqu'il vit les criminels k I'ceuvre se 
livrant aux pires massacres il protesta non sans une admirable dignite. Pour 
toute reponse on le blessa k coups de feu, on I'acheva a coups de hache, et le 
long de la chaussee on tratna son cadavre par les pieds. 

Le crime n'a pu ^touffer sa voix et sortant de la tombe elle proteste encore 
centre les assassins denongant leurs atrocit6s ! 

Le pere Dupiereux, de la Compagnie de Jesus, sitot qu'il eut vu les 
Huns k I'ceuvre n'epargnant m6me pas la biblioth^que de I'Universitd, confia 
au papier ses impressions et tout en comparant les Allemands k Omar 
incendiant la bibliotheque d'Alexandrie, s'^leva centre les Barbares, contre les 
incendiaires de Louvain en deniasquant la ''criminelle germanische Kultur." 
Les Teutons I'ayant trouve, porteur de ce billet ile fusillerent et cependant 
qu'avait-il fait ? CEuvre d'historiert. Mais les Barbares voudraient supprimer 
I'Histoire ou la diminuer a leur taille. 

Ces trois morts resteront I'honneur de la periode tragique entour^s des 
milliers de civils dont le sang a et6 vers6 lachement, la phalange immortelle 
de nos martyrs ! Mel6 k celui des glorieux combattants il fertilisera la 
Belgique de demain. 

' Elle aura eu I'honneur, la Belgique de 1914, de tenir fid^lement sa parole 
alors que I'AUemagne meconnaissait ses engagements. Et dans le drama qui 
se d^roule c'est la Belgique qui represente le droit, 

M. Paul Hymans a 6crit : " S'il pouvait etre impunement permis au ving- 
tieme siecle ide dechirer les tr^it^s, de pidtiner les faibles, d'ecraser un petit 
peuple pour satisfaire I'ambition des grands il faudrait d^sesp^rer du monde 
moderne. L' Edifice de la civilisation s'ecroulerait. Le droit international, le 
respect des tiationalites, la liberte des peuples, I'observance des pactes les 
plus solennels, tout serait sacrifi^ aux caprices, a I'arbitraire de la force. ' 

" La Belgique, fifere et cotlfiante, s'offre au jugement de I'univers." 

Et cependant il s'est trouvd des gens de par le monde pour soutenir qu'elle 
s'^tait suicid^e en prenant la resolution d^sesp^rde de resister a l-'ultimatum. 
C'est qu'ils ne possedaient pas au m^me degr6 que les Beiges le sentiment de 
I'honneur. 

La Belgique s'est-elle suicidee ? 
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thus paid the penalty of his devotion. Doctor Camus, the Burgomaster of 
Andenne, though seventy-four years of age, was an enh'g^tened magistrate 
who was able to discharge his duties with the ardour and decision of a younger 
man. Before the Germans arrived he had told his people to adopt a pacific 
attitude, and he was obeyed. When he saw the criminals at work perpetrating 
the most cruel massacres, he protested, and with admirable dignity. Their 
sole reply was to wound him with bullets and despatch him with an axe, and' 
his body was dragged by the feet along the roadway. The crime did not 
avail to stifle his voice, and from the depths of the tomb it is still heard uttering 
its protests against the assassins and denouncing their atrocities. 

Father Dupidreux, of the Company of Jesus, as soon as he saw the Huns 
at work — not even sparing the University Library— committed his impressions 
to paper ; and, while comparing the Germans to Omar burning the library at 
Alexandria, raised his voice in protest against the Barbarians, • against the 
incendiaries of Louvain, presenting in its true light the so-called Kultur of the 
Germans. The Huns, having found him with this paper upon him, shot him. 
And yet, what had he done i Merely an historian's work. But the Barbarians 
would fain suppress History, or pare it away to suit their case. 

These three dead in the midst of thousands of other civilians — the 
immortal host of our martyrs whose blood was cruelly spilled — will be the 
lasting glory of those days of bloodshed. This blood, mingled with the blood 
of our glorious soldiers, will ferjilise the Belgium of the future. It will be 
to the honour of the Belgium of 1914 that she loyally kept her word when 
Germany disregarded her pledges. And in the drama which is being 
unfolded Belgium it is that represents the Right. " If," writes Monsieur 
Paul Hynians, "it were to be permissible in the 20th century to destroy 
treaties, to trample on the weak, to crush a small nation to satisfy the ambition 
of a great one, we should have to despair of the modem world ; the fabric 
of civilisation would tumble to the ground. International law, respect for the 
different nationalities, the freedom of the different races, the keeping of the 
most sacred pledges — ^all would be sacrificed to the capricious and arbitrary, 
exercise of Force, Belgium, dauntless and unfaltering, leaves her case to the 
judgment of the world," 

Nevertheless there are people in the world who hold that it was Suicide 
for her to adopt the desperate resolve to resist the ultimatum. This merely 
signifies that their sense of honour is not so keen as that of the Belgians, Did 
Belgium commit suicide ? Monsieur Emile Vandervelde, at a great meeting 
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M. le ministre Emile Vandervelde au grand meeting du 4 Aoflt 19 16 k la 
Mansion House k Londres, a rdpondu en montrant le r6sultat glorieux de la 
decision supreme qu'elle prit avec rassentiment enthousiaste de tous ses 
enfants. 

La machine de I'invasion s'approchait, rapide, portant, terrible, formidable, 
la mort des nations" dans ses flancs. La Belgique, sans h6siter, 6nergique, 
r6solue, s'est jetee sur les rails, se mettant en travers de la voie. j 

EUe a 6^6 broyde mais ce sacrifice supreme a ^t^ r^compens6 ; elle a fait 
d^railler le train ! 
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held on the 4th August, i'gi6, at the Mansion House, London, made answer 
to this question when he showed the glorious results that have followed from 
the supreme decision which she took with the enthusiastic concurrence of sdl 
her children. 

The engine of invasion was drawing near. The approach was swift' 
Terrible and awe-inspiring, it carried with it in its loins the death of the 
Nations. Belgium did not hesitate. Filled with energy and resolution, she 
hurled -herself on the rails right across the line. She was crushed; but this 
crowning sacrifice has not been without its reward.. The oncoming train was 
derailed. 

August, 19 1 6, 
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